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Yea,  to  myfoule  (oh  God!)  and  to  my  fenfes 

Difplay  thy  beauties  and  thy  excellencies 
So  plaine,  that  I  may  have  them  Jlill  in  fight ; 
And  thouflialt  ever  be  my  fole  delight. 
The  world  though  Jlie  JJiould  into  pieces  teare  me 
With  troubles ;  from  thy  love  Jliould  never  f care  me ; 
Nor  able  be  to  tempi  ??ie  from  one  duty 
To  thee,  with  all  her  plea  fur  es  and  her  beauty. 

Behold;  I  came  to  feeke  thee,  Lord  ;  ev'n  here, 
Where,  to  attend  thy  prefence  mofl  men  feare. 
Though  here  I faw  the  Peflilence  withfland  me, 
IJlaid  to  huo7c>  what  worke  thou  wouldfl  command  me, 
From  all  the  pleafures  of  the  world,  and  from 
Her  hopes  offafety,  I  am  hither  come 
Where  thou  art  angry :  and  to  fee  thy  frowne 
Am  at  thy  feet,  with  terror,  fallen  downe. 
Yet,  hence  I  would  notflye  (although  I  might) 
To  gaine  the  chief efl  of  this  worlds  delight, 
Till  I  perceive  thou  bidd'fl  me  goe  away ; 
And,  then,  for  twenty  worlds,  J  would  not  flay. 

I  came  as  heartily  asflefli  and  blood 
Could  come  (that  hath  in  it  fo  little  good) 
To  doe  thee  fierv  ice :  and,  if  dye  J  mufil, 
Loe,  here  I  am ;  and,  I  pronounce  thee  jufit. 
Although  thou  flay  me  yet  myfoule  well  knowes 
Thou  lov'fil  me  :  And,  Jle  trufl  in  thee  repofe. 
Though  in  my  felfe  I  feele  I  am  polluted ; 
Jfinde  a  better  righteoufneffe  imputed 
Then  I  have  loft.     Thy  bleffed  Love  doth  fill  me 
With  joys,  that  will  revive  me,  though  thou  kill  me. 
My  fins  are  great ;  but  thy  companion's  greater. 
I  have  thy  Quittance,  though  I  am  thy  Debtor. 
And,  though  my  temp'' rail  hopes  may  be  deflroid ; 
Yet,  I  have  thofe,  that  never  filial  I  be  void. 
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Thus,  to  the  Lord,  my  foule  I  powred  out, 

When  I  with  dangers  was  enclos'd  about ; 

And  though  I  was  a  finner,  this  appeafed 

His  wrath  in  Chrift,  and  my  griev'd  foule  was  eafed. 

He  gracioufly  accepted,  in  a  good  part, 

This  poore  oblation  of  an  humbled  heart. 

His  Mercy  feal'd  ray  pardon;  and  I  fhook 

The  Pejlilence  (which  hold  upon  me  tooke) 

From  off  my  moulder,  without  fenfe  of  harme, 

As  Paul  did  fhake  the  Viper  from  his  arme. 

That  weeke,  moreover,  God  began  to  flack 
His  Bow,  and  call  his  bloody  Angell  backe  ; 
Who  by  degrees  retyr'd,  as  he  came  on. 
For,  weeke  by  weeke,  untill  it  fell  to  none, 
The  number  which  the  Pejlilence  did  kill, 
Was  conftantly,  and  much  abated  ftill. 

When  we  were  floating  on  that  Inundation, 
At  firft  we  fent  a  earn  all  Lamentation ; 
Which  like  the  Raven  (from  Noahs  Arke)  did  flye, 
And  found  nor  reft,  nor  hope  of  remedy. 
Then  fent  we  Z><^-like  Mournings :  but  their  feet 
A  while  could  with  no  refting  places  meet. 
Then  forth  againe  we  fent  them,  out  from  hence, 
Wing'd  with  more  Charity,  and  Penitence. 
And  then,  they  brought  an  Olive-branch  of  peace, 
Which  made  us  hopefull  of  this  Floods  decreafe. 
The  Lord,  did  favour  to  this  Kingdome  daigne, 
And,  brought  from  thrall,  his  Jacob  back  againe. 
His  peoples  crimes  he  freely  did  releafe  ; 
His  ire  abated  ;  his  hot  rage  did  ceafe. 
His  praife  had  in  our  Land  a  dwelling  place  ; 
And  Mercy  there,  with  Jujlice  did  embrace. 

And  'twas  a  grace  to  be  confldered, 
That  a  Difeafe,  fo  generally  fpred, 
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(And  fo  contagious)  in  few  weeks  fhould  from 

So  many  thoufands,  to  a  cypher  come. 

That  our  infectious  beds,  and  roomes,  and  ftuffe, 

(Which  in  all  likelyhood  had  beene  enough 

To  keepe  the  Plague  among  us,  till  it  had 

Our  Cities,  and  our  Townes  unpeopled  made, 

Should  from  their  noyfomneffe,  fo  foone  be  freed, 

Is  out  of  doubt  a  matter  worth  our  heed. 

Yea,  tis  a  Mercy  (though  moil  mind  it  not) 

Which  in  this  Land  mould  never  be  forgot : 

That  from  an  enemy  fo  dangerous, 

So  great  a  City  and  fo  populous 

Should  in  three  months  be  purified  fo, 

That  all  men  might  with  fafety,  come  and  goe. 

For,  e're  the  following  Whiter  was  expired, 
The  Citizens  where  to  their  homes  retired  : 
The  Terme  from  Reading,  was  recalled  hither, 
From  ev'ry  Quarter,  Clients  came  together  ; 
New  trading  was  begun  ;  another  brood 
Soone  fild  the  houfes  which  unpeopled  flood ; 
Our  Gentry,  tooke  up  their  old  randevow ; 
And  fuch  a  concourfe  through  our  ftreets  did  flow, 
That  ev'ry  place  was  fill'd  :  and,  of  all  thofe, 
(Thofe  many  thoufands)  who  their  lives  did  lofe 
(But  fome  few  months  before)  no  want  was  found, 
The  people  ev'ry  where  did  fo  abound. 

To  thee  oh  Lord,  to  thee  oh  Lord !  be  praife : 
For,  thou  doft  wound  and  cure,  ftrike  down  and  raife 
Thou  kill'ft,  and  mak'ft  alive :  thou  frownft  at  night, 
And,  thou  art  pleafed  e're  the  morning  light. 
When  we  offend  thee,  thou  a  while  doft  leave  us ; 
When  we  repent,  thou  doft  againe  receive  us. 
To  ruine  thou  deliver'ft  us  ;  and  then, 
Ret ur ne  againe  (thou  faiil)  ye  fonnes  of  men, 

For 
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For,  in  thy  wifedome  thou  confidered  haft, 
That  man  is  like  a  bubble,  or  a  blaft  : 
A  heape  of  Duft,  a  tuft  of  witherd'd  Graff e, 
A  fading  Flowre,  that  foone  away  doth  paffe  : 
A  Moment  fled,  which  never  fliall  retire  ; 
Or  fmoaking  Flaxe,  that  quickly  lofeth  fire. 
An  idle  Dreame,  which  nothing  doth  betoken ; 
A  bruifed  Reed,  which  may  with  eafe  be  broken  : 
And  therefore  doft  in  Iudgement,  Mercy  minde, 
Yea,  in  thy  greateft  anger  thou  art  kinde. 

As  is  the  fpace  twixt  heav'n  and  earth,  above, 
So  large,  to  thofe  that  feare  thee,  is  thy  love. 
As  far  as  doth  from  Eafl,  the  Weft  refide, 
So  far  thou  doft  from  us  our  fins  divide. 
Such  as  a  father  to  his  childe  doth  beare. 
Such  love  is  thine,  to  thofe  who  thee  doe  feare. 
Thy  Inftice  thou  from  age  to  age  declareft  ; 
But,  fuch  as  love  thee,  thou  for  ever  fpareft. 
If  thou  but  turne  away,  from  us,  thy  face, 
Loe,  we  are  breathleffe  in  a  moments  fpace. 
Thy  looke  doth  us  with  life  againe  endue, 
And  all  our  loffes  inftantly  renew. 
As  oft  as  we  rebell,  thou  doft  forgive  us ; 
And,  though  into  diftreffe,  fometime  thou  drive  us ; 
Yet,  alwayes  in  our  forrowes  we  were  eyed, 
And  thou  didft  pleafe  to  heare  us  when  we  cried. 

With  thirft  and  hunger  faint,  fome  ftray'd  afide, 
To  feeke  a  place  where  fafe  they  might  abide. 
With  worfe  then  bands  of  iron,  they  where  chained  ; 
And,  in  the  gloomy  fhades  of  Death  detained. 
With  heat,  and  fickneffe,  they  dejected  were ; 
And  to  deliver  them,  no  helpe  was  there. 
Their  wickedneffe,  when  they  were  plagued  for, 
Their  foules  the  fweeteft  morfels  did  abhor. 

They 
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They  for  their  follies,  did  afflitfted  lye, 
And,  to  the  gates  of  Death  approached  nigh. 
Their  foules  within  them  were  nigh  dead  with  feare  ; 
Yea,  they  diftracted,  and  amazed  were. 

But,  when  to  thee  they  called,  they  were  eafed, 
And  out  of  all  their  troubles  quite  releafed. 
Thou  fent'fl  abroad  thy  Word,  and  they  were  healed  ; 
Thy  Writ  of  Indignation  was  repealed. 
Fro  out  of  Death's  black  fhades  they  were  reprieved ; 
And  in  their  forrowes  and  their  paines  relieved. 
From  Eaft  and  Weft,  from  North  &  South,  and  from 
Their  fev'rall  wandrings,  thou  didfl  call  them  home  : 
In  ev'ry  quarter  of  the  Rcalme  thou  foughtft  them  ; 
Yea  to  their  City  back  againe  thou  broughtft  them  : 
And  there  (now)  joyfull,  and  in  health  they  be ; 
From  all  their  feares,  and  all  their  dangers  free. 

Oh  !  would  that  men  this  love  would  think  upon, 
And  tell  their  feed  what  wonders  thou  haft  done  : 
Would  they,  Oblations,  of  thankfgiving,  bringing, 
Thy  works  would  praife,  and  publifh  them  in  finging. 
Oh !  would  they  were  fo  wife  that  they  might  learne 
Thine  infinite  compaflion  to  difcerne ; 
And  that  they  would  affift  me  to  declare, 
How  great  thy  Iudgements  and  thy  Mercies  are ! 

Though  none  can  of  thy  favours  make  relation, 
Nor  fully  utter  all  thy  commendation  ; 
Yet,  let  us  doe  our  bed,  that  we  may  raife 
A  thankfull  Trophee  to  thy  boundleffe  praife. 
Let  us,  whom  thou  haft  faved,  thee  confeffe, 
And  to  our  utmofl  pow'r  thy  goodneffe  bleffe. 
Let  us  proclaime  thy  bounties,  in  the  ftreet, 
And,  preach  thee  where  thy  Congregations  meet. 
Let  us  in  private,  at  noone,  morne,  and  night, 
And  in  all  places,  in  thy  praife  delight. 

Let 
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Let  Prince,  and  Prieft,  and  People,  old,  and  yong, 
The  rich,  the  poore,  the  feeble,  and  the  ftrong, 
Men,  Angels,  and  all  creatures  that  have  name, 
Vnite  their  pow'rs,  to  publifh  out  thy  fame. 

But,  howfoever,  others  may  endeavor, 
Let  me  oh  !  God,  let  me  oh  God  !  perfever 
To  magnifie  thy  glory.     Let  not  day, 
Nor  any  morne,  or  evening,  paffe  away, 
In  which  I  fliall  not  to  remembrance  bring 
Thy  Judgements ;  and  of  thy  great  Mercy,  fing. 
Let,  never  whiift  I  live,  my  heart  forget 
Thofe  Dangers,  and  that  ftrong  entangled  Net, 
In  which  my  foule  was  hamper'd.     Let  me  fee 
(When,  in  this  world,  I  fhall  bed  pleafed  be) 
My  dangers  fuch  appearing  as  they  were, 
When  me,  they  round  about  enclofed  here  : 
Yea,  when,  o'rewhelm'd,  with  terrors,  I  did  call, 
Like  Jonas,  from  the  belly  of  the  Whale, 
And  was  deliver'd.     Lord,  remember  thou, 
That  with  unfainedneffe,  I  beg  thee,  now, 
To  keepe  me  alwayes  mindefull  of  thy  love. 
And,  if  hereafter,  I  forgetfull  prove ; 
Let  this  unfainedneffe  which  thou  doft  give, 
An  Earnejl  be,  of  what  I  fliall  receive 
In  time  to  come.     Refrefh  my  cooled  zeale, 
And  let  thy  Spirit,  thy  hid  Love  reveale. 

Let  not  the  fawning  World,  nor  cunning  Devill, 
Nor  wanton  Fle/Ii,  incite  my  heart  to  evill. 
Let  not  my  wandring  eyes,  be  tempted  by 
Thofe  Objects,  that  allure  to  Vanity ; 
Nor  let  my  eares  be  charmed  by  their  tongues, 
Who  to  betray  me,  chant  out  Syren-fongs. 

Let  men  nor  tafle  a  Pleafure,  nor  obtaine 
That  carnall  Reft,  whereof  1  am  fo  fame, 

Till 
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Till  it  fhall  make  me  plainly  to  perceive 
Thy  love ;  and  teach  me,  foolifh  paths,  to  leave. 
Let  me  be  ftill  in  want ;  and  ever  flriving 
With  fome  afflictions  (whilfl  that  I  am  living) 
Till  they  for  better  Fortunes,  better  me  : 
And,  then,  let  into  Reft,  my  entrance  be. 
From  yeare  to  yeare,  (as  thou  hail  yearly  done) 
New  forrowes,  and  new  trials  bring  thou  on 
My  flubborne  heart,  till  thou  haft  foftned  it, 
And,  made  it,  for  thy  fervice,  truly  fit : 
But,  give  me  hopes,  and  daily  comforts  too, 
To  ftrengthen  me,  as  thou  haft  us'd  to  doe. 
And,  that  in  Iuftice,  Mercy  may  appeare, 
Inflict  (Oh  Lord 7)  no  more  then  I  can  beare. 

I  feele  (and  tremble  that  I  feele  it  thus) 
My  flefli  hath  frailties  which  are  dangerous, 
To  mine  owne  fafety  :  and  as  foone  as  thou 
Shalt  quite  remove  the  feares  that  feize  me  now ; 
My  fenfe  of  thee,  and  thofe  good  thoughts  (I  doubt) 
May  faile  within  me,  or  be  rooted  out.  (them, 

Some  Luft  may  que'ch  them,  or  fome  Care  may  choke 
Vaine  hopes  may  vaile  the,  or  new-thoughts  revoke  the ; 
The  wifedome  of  the  world,  or  of  the  Devill, 
Or,  fome  fuggeftion,  in  my  felfe,  that's  evill, 
May  urge,  perhaps,  that  it  is  melancholy, 
Which  fills  me  now  ;  that  fuperftitious  folly 
Begot  this  awfulneffe ;  that  this  Difeafe 
Did  accidentally,  our  City  feize  ; 
And,  that  'tis  vaine  to  make  fo  much  upon 
Thofe  times  or  troubles,  that  are  paft  and  gone. 

Oh  !  rather,  then  it  fhould  in  me  be  fo, 
Some  other  houfe  of  Sorrow  fend  me  to ; 
And  keepe  me,  Lord,  perpetuall  pris'ner  there, 
Till  all  fuch  dangers  ove  paffed  are. 

Nor 
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Nor  weale  nor  woe  I  crave,  but  part  of  either, 

As  with  my  temper  beft  agrees  together. 

For,  joy  without  thy  grace,  is  griefes  encreafing, 

And  wealth  is  poverty,  without  thy  blefiing. 

But  if  by  paffing  this  lifes  purging  fires, 

Thou  (halt  fo  purine  my  hearts  defires, 

That  without  perill  to  my  hopes  of  heav'n, 

A  temp'rall  reft  may  at  the  laft  be  giv'n  ; 

Vouchfafe  it  Lord,  ev'n  for  the  good  of  them 

Who  my  beft  refolutions,  yet,  condemne. 

Let  them  difcerne,  thou  bleflings  haft  provided, 

For  that,  which  they  unjuftly  have  derided. 

Thou  heretofore  didft  heare  thy  Servant  call, 

And  mad'ft  me  free  when  I  was  clofe  in  thrall. 

Oh  !  to  thofe  mortalls  make  me  not  a  fcorne, 

Who  to  my  Shame  my  Glory  feeke  to  turne  : 

But  let  it  in  thy  time  to  them  appeare, 

That  thou  didft  me  elecl,  and  me  wilt  heare. 

Let  them  perceive  (though  they  my  Lott  difdaine) 

The  promife  of  this  Life  doft  appertaine 

To  me  as  unto  them.     And  for  their  fakes 

Whofe  weakneffe,  otherwhile,  offences  takes 

At  my  perpetuall  fcandals ;  let  their  eye 

Behold  the  turne  of  my  Captivity ; 

And  know  that  I  have  walked  in  a  path, 

Which,  in  this  life  time,  fome  fmooth  paces  hath. 

But,  nought  repine  L,  though  this  boone  thou  grant  not. 
For,  that  which  thou  to  me  deny' ft  L  want  not. 
J  know  thy  Wifedome  hiowes  what  beft  will  fit  me: 
L  know  thy  Pow'r  enough  thofe  things  to  get  me  : 
L  know  thy  Love  is  large  enough  to  me  : 
/know  thy  Pleafure  flwuld  my  pleafure  be  : 
Thy  will  be  done,  and  hallowed  be  thy  Name, 
Although  it  be  through  my  perpetuall jltame. 

Whilft 
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Whilft  on  fuch  Meditations  I  was  feeding 
My  pleafed  fonle  (and  Gods  great  goodnes  heeding) 
That  I  might  fill  her  with  contemplating 
On  him,  from  whom  all  happineffe  doth  fpring : 
A  fuddaine  Rapture  did  my  Mi/fe  prepare 
For  higher  things  then  (he  did  lately  dare. 

Me  thought,  I  faw  Gods  Iuftice  and  his  Love 
Inftalled  on  one  tlirone,  in  heav'n  above. 
I  had  imperfect,  fights,  and  glimmering  notions, 
Concerning  fome  of  their  particular  motions, 
About  this  Orbe.     I  much  perceiv'd  me  thought, 
Of  thofe  their  wondrous  works  wc  they  had  wrought 
In  former  dayes.     And,  as  within  a  Glaffe, 
Some  things  I  faw,  which  they  will  bring  to  paffe 
In  future  times.    By  helpe  of  Gods  great  Booke, 
( Which  for  my  Ephimerides  I  tooke) 
I  had  procur'd  a  large  intelligence 
Of  Lujtice  and  of  Mereies  Influence. 
There,  learned  I  the  feverall  AfpeHs, 
And,  of  thofe  Starres  the  feverall  effects  : 
While  in  Conjunclion  thofe  two  Lights  I  faw ; 
The  beft  Ajlrologers  could  never  draw 
From  all  the  planetary  Conftellations 
(Ev'n  at  their  beft)  fuch  heav'nly  Confolations. 
I  could  conjecture  of  their  worke  divine, 
In  Sextile,  or  in  Quadrine,  or  in  Trine ; 
And  what  prodigious  Plagues  the  world  mould  fright 
If  their  afpeel  were  wholly  Oppofitc. 

Some  things,  by  calculation  I  difcerned, 
Which  this  our  Britijli  Latitude  concerned  ; 
And  moil  of  them  not  much  impertinent 
For  all  Meridians  through  Earths  Continent. 
I  faw  of  Weale  and  Woe  the  many  ranges  : 
I  faw  the  reftleffe  Wheele  of  mortall  changes  .• 
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I  faw  how  Cities,  Common-wealths,  and  Men, 

Did  rife  and  fall,  and  rife  and  fall  agen. 

I  faw  the  reafon,  why  all  Times  and  States, 

Have  fuch  viciffitudes,  and  various  fates. 

I  faw  what  doth  occafion  War,  and  Peace; 

What  caufeth  Dearth,  and  what  doth  bring  Encreafe. 

I  faw  what  hardens,  and  what  mollifies  ; 

And  whence  all  Blcffings,  and  all  Plagues  arife. 

I  faw  how  fins  are  linked  in  together 

As  in  a  Chaine ;  how  one  doth  caufe  another ; 

And  how  to  ev'ry  linke  throughout  the  Chaine, 

Are  fixt  thofe  Plagues  which  to  that  Crime  pertaine. 

I  faw  unfeal'd,  that  hellifh  Myjlery, 

Of  carnall  and  meere  worldly  Policy, 

Whereby  the  Deinll  fooles  this  generation, 

And  brings  on  Chrijiendome  fuch  moleftation. 

I  faw  (as  plaine,  as  ever  I  did  fee 

The  Sun  at  none)  what  damned  projecls  be 

Veild  o're  with  Piety,  and  Holy  zeale  : 

And  how,  a  Chrijlian  Atliifme  now  doth  fteale 

Vpon  this  age.     Forgive  me  that  I  faw 

A  Chrijlian  AtKifme  ;  for,  ev'n  to  betray 

Chrijl  Iefus,  Chrijl  and  Iefus,  thofe  two  Names, 

Are  oft  ufurped ;  and  it  us  defames. 

I  faw,  why  fome  abufe  their  holy  Calling, 
And  why  fo  many  Stars  from  heav'n  are  falling. 
I  had  a  Licence  given  me,  to  come 
Where  I  might  fee  the  Devils  Tiring-roome, 
And,  all  the  Mashes,  the  Vifards,  and  Difguifes, 
Which  he  to  murther,  cheat,  or  rob,  devifes. 
And  weares  himfelfe,  or  lends  falfe  hearted  brothers 
Therewith  to  foole  themfelves,  or  cozen  others. 

Here  lay  a  Box  of  zeale  profeffing  Eyes, 
Which  ferve  for  acting  for  Hxpocrifies. 
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Hard  by,  another,  full  of  Double-hearts, 

For  thofe  who  play  the  Ambodexters  parts. 

There,  flood  a  Cheft  of  counterfeited  Graces; 

Another,  full  oi  hon  eft-fee  ming  Faces. 

Yonn,  hung  a  fuit,  which,  had  fome  Traytor  got, 

He  might  have  paffed  for  a  Patroit. 

Clofe  by,  were  preffe  fuls  of  fuch  fuits,  as  they 

Doe  weare  (in  ev'ry  Kingdome  at  this  day) 

Who  paffe  for  State/men ;  when,  God  knowes,  they  be 

As  far  from  that,  as  knaves  from  loving  me. 

There,  hung  thofe  masking-fuits,  in  which  the  Popes, 
And  Cardinals,  purfue  their  carnall  hopes. 
There,  were  thofe  formall  Garbs,  wherein  falfe  friends 
Difguife  themfelves,  for  fome  unfaithfull  ends. 
Faire  counterfeits  for  Biftwps  faw  I  there, 
So  like  their  habits  that  are  moft  fmcere, 
(And  fo  befainted)  that  if  they  were  fet 
Vpon  the  back  of  our  Arch  cowiterfeit, 
He  could  not  be  diftinguiiht  from  the  beft 
Of  all  thofe  Prelates,  that  have  Chrijl  profefl. 

There  view'd  I  all  thofe  juggling  fl eights  with  wcb 
Men  worke  falfe  miracles  ;  and,  fo,  betwitch 
Deluded  foules.     There,  faw  I  all  the  tricks 
And  Fantofmes  wherewithall  our  Schifmaticks 
Abufe  themfelves  and  others.     There  (with  ruth) 
I  faw  felfe-Doclrines,  trimm'd  about  with  Truth  ; 
Fac'd  out,  with  Fathers  ;  peec'd,  and  neatly  dearned, 
With  Sentences,  and  Sayings,  of  the  Learned. 
Yea,  with  God's  holy  Scriptures,  intenveaved, 
So  cunningly,  as  would  have  nigh  deceived 
Ev'n  his  Elecl :  (and,  many  a  one,  alas, 
Of  thefe,  for  Chriftian  Verities  doth  paffe. ) 

I  faw,  moreover,  with  what  Robes  of  Light, 
The  King  of  Darkneffe  doth  his  perfon  dight, 

To 
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To  make  it  Angel  like ;  and  how  he  femes 

Himfelfe  among  our  mufings,  to  abufe 

Our  underftan dings ;  how  he  layes  his  hooks, 

And  baits,  at  Sermons,  and  in  godly -books  ; 

(Although  the  Authors  had.  in  their  invention, 

A  pious  meaning,  and  a  good  intention) 

I  faw  what  venome  he  doth  hurle  into 

Our  heart' eft  prayers,  and  thofe  works  we  doe 

In  pureft  charity.-  and  how  he  drives 

To  poifon  us  in  our  prefervatives. 

When  all  thefe  Maskings,  and  a  thoufand  moe, 
My  apprehenfions  eye  had  lookt  into  .- 
From  thence  my  Contemplation  rais'd  my  thought, 
And,  to  a  higher  Station  I  was  brought. 
There,  I  beheld  what  mine  and  confufion, 
Was  of  thefe  Mum?neries,  the  fad  conclufion. 
There,  faw  I  what  Catajlrophes  attend 
Thofe  Vanities,  wherein  our  times  we  fpend  : 
How  God  ftill  counterworks,  and  overthrowes 
The  projects  of  the  Devill,  and  our  Foes. 
And,  tell  I  could  (but  that  it  would  be  prated, 
I  fome  Prophctick  fpirit  arrogated) 
Strange  newes  to  thofe  mens  eares,  who  have  not 
What  may,  by  Meditation,  be  difcerned.  (learned 

Yet,  all  that  I  conceive  I  cannot  write  : 
Nor  would  I  though  I  could  :  for,  fo  I  might 
Throw  Pearles  to  Swine  ;  of  whom  I  may  be  torne, 
Be  trampled  in  the  mire,  and  made  a  fcorne. 
Nay,  tell  my  felfe  I  dare  not,  what  I  fpy, 
When  I  have  thoughts  of  molt  tranfeendency ; 
Left  Pride  poffeffe  me,  and  fhould  caft  me  downe, 
As  far  below,  as  I  on  high  have  flowne  .• 
For,  when  we  neareft  unto  heav'n  do  foare, 
(Till  we  are  there)  our  perils  are  the  more ; 
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Since,  there  is  wickedneffe  which  we  doe  call 
The  wickedfiejffe  that  is  fpirituall 

In  heav'nly  places.     And  as  we  doe  know 

There  is  a  Lightning  which  doth  often  goe 

Quite  through  the  body,  to  the  vitall  part, 

And  kill  the  very  fpirits  at  the  heart, 

Yet  never  harme  the  flefh  ;  becaufe  it  may 

Through  ev'ry  porous  member  make  it  way 

Without  impreffion  :  So,  from  our  offences, 

The  Devill  doth  extract  fome  Quinteffenfcs, 

Which  we  may  rightly  name,  the  fpirit  of  fin  ; 

And,  till  our  thoughts  have  fublimated  bin, 

They  are  too  groffe  for  that  to  worke  upon. 

But,  when  fuch  Sublimations  are  begun, 

He  doth  infufe  his  Chymicall  receipt, 

And,  either  workes  precipitation,  ftraight, 

Or  makes  thofe  Vertues,  which  pure  gold  were  thoght 

When  they  fhall  come  to  triall,  worfe  then  nought. 

I  faw  this  danger  (as  my  foule  did  flye 
To  God  ward)  and  the  Devills  Chymiftry, 
I  learned  how  to  fruftrate ;  by  affuming 
Humility,  and  fhunning  high  prefuming. 
I,  of  thofe  lovely  Graces,  got  the  view, 
Which  teach  us  how  fuch  perils  to  efchew. 
I  learned  there,  how  they  might  be  procured  ; 
How  their  continuance  might  be  flill  fecured  ; 
And,  in  my  pow'r  it  is  not  to  expreffe, 
How  I  was  fill'd  with  hopes  of  happineffe. 

My  thoughts  (yet)  climbed  higher,  and  perceived 
A  glimpfe  of  things  that  cannot  be  conceived. 
The  Love  of  God ;  the  joyes  that  are  to  come ; 
And  many  fights,  that  long  were  hidden  from 
My  blinded  Soule.     This,  fet  my  heart  on  fire 
To  climbe  a  little,  and  a  little  higher ; 

Till 
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Till  I  was  up  fo  high,  that  I  did  fee 
The  World,  but  like  an  Atome,  under  me. 
Me  thought,  it  was  not  worth  my  looking  on  ; 
Much  leffe,  the  fetting  of  my  love  upon. 
My  foule  did  ftrive  to  mixe  her  felfe  among 
The  Cherubim,  and  in  their  Angell-fong 
To  beare  a  part ;  and,  fecrets  to  unskreene. 
That  cannot  by  our  mortall  eyes  be  feene. 
And,  I  would  gladly  thither  have  afcended, 
Where  joyes  are  perfect,  and  all  woes  are  ended. 

As  thus  I  mounted ;  by  degrees,  I  felt 
My  Jlrength  to  faile  me,  and  my  wings  to  melt : 
~b\y  fleJJi  waxt  faint ;  my  objecls  grew  too  pure, 
For  my  groffe  underftanding  to  endure. 
A  kind  of  fhuddring  did  my  heart  furprife, 
Like  that  which  comes  when  fudden  thoughts  arife. 
I  far'd  like  him,  who  fleeping,  dreams  of  ftore, 
And  waking,  finds  himfelfe  exceeding  poore. 
A  poufr  unfeene,  did  hold  upon  me  take, 
And,  to  my  foule,  to  this  effect  it  fpake. 
"     I  fay  it  was  Gods  Spirit ;  if  you  doubt 
"  I  arrogate,  come  heare  the  matter  out : 
"  For,  who  the  Speaker  is,  that  will  difclofe  : 
"  And,  if  'twere  he,  his  Flocke,  his  language  knowes. 
Defpaire  not  Soule,  (it  faid)  though  thou  art  faine 
To  finke  from  thefe,  to  common  thoughts  againe. 
Nor  murmur  thou,  that  yet  thou  muft  not  rife 
To  thy  wifht  height.     God's  favour  will  fuffife 
For  that  which  wants  ;  and  thefe  high  thoughts  are 
In  earned  of  that  part  of  thine  in  heav'n,  (giv'n 

Which  by  thy  Royall  Mafter  is  prepared  ; 
And,  in  thy  time  allotted,  fhall  be  fhared. 
Strive  to  attend  ;  but  ftraine  not  over  long, 
Thy  climbing  fpirits,  left  thou  doe  them  wrong. 
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The  Flefli  is  heavy,  though  the  Soule  be  light ; 

And,  Heaihi  is  feldome  reached  at  one  flight. 

Mount  high ;  but,  mount  not  higher  then  thy  bound; 

Left  thou  be  loft,  and  all  that  thou  haft  found. 

Search  dcepe  :  but  fearch  no  deeper  then  thy  pow'r ; 

Left  fome  infernall  Depth  may  thee  devoure. 

Obferve  thy  Makers  glory  by  reflection  ; 

But,  gaze  not  overmuch  at  his  perfe6tion ; 

Left  that  great  luftre  blinde  thee.     Take  thou  heed, 

Left  while  thou  thinkft  thou  homeward  doft  proceed, 

Thou  quite  be  loft :  For,  though  thefe  flights  do  raife 

Thy  Soule  with  pleafure,  they  are  dangerous  wayes. 

When  higher  then  the  vulgar  pitch't  (lie  towres 

She  meets  with  Principalities,  and  Poui'rs, 

Who  wreftle  with  her  that  fire  may  not  rife  ; 

Or  tempt  her  on,  by  Curioftties, 

To  lead  the  mind  aftray,  untill  it  wanders 

Among  the  windings  of  unfafe  Meanders. 

Then  doth  it  whirle  about,  to  fee  things  hidden ; 

Pryes  after  Secrecies  that  are  forbidden  • 

And  by  a  path,  which  tends  to  Heav'n,  in  fhow, 

Ariveth,  unaware,  at  Hell  below. 

Take  heed  of  this  ;  the  way  to  heav'n  is  fteep  ; 
Yet,  e're  thou  climbe  it,  thou  muft  often  creep. 
The  worke  appointed  thee,  is  yet  unended, 
And,  Gods  good  pleafure  muft  be  ftill  attended 
Ev'n  in  this  world,  untill  he  call  thee  thence. 
His  Kingdome  muft  be  got  by  violence. 
Thou  muft  with  many  frailties,  yet,  contend, 
Before  thy  Chriftian  warfare  hath  an  end. 
The  World  is  brewing  yet  another  Cup 
Of  Bitter neffe,  for  thee  to  fwallow  up. 
Thou  haft  from  Heav'n  an  Arrand  yet  to  doe, 
Which  (if  God  hinder  not)  will  call  thee  to 
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More  troubles,  and  more  hatred  bring  upon  thee, 

Then  all  thy  former  Meffages  have  won  thee. 

And  be  thou  fure,  the  Devill  will  devife 

All  flanders,  and  all  wicked  infamies 

That  many  difparage  thee  ;  or  fruitleffe  make, 

That  ufefull  worke  which  thou  doft  undertake. 

Thou  muft  prepare  thine  eares  to  heare  the  noife 
Of  caufleffe  threatnings,  or  the  foolifh  voice 
Of  ignorant  Reprovers  ;  and  expect 
The  fecret  Cenfures  of  each  giddy  Seel. 
Thou  muft  provide  thy  felfe,  to  heare  great  Lords 
Talke,  without  reafon,  big  impetious  words. 
Thou  muft  contented  be  to  make  repaire 
(If  need  require)  before  the  Scorners  Chaire, 
To  heere  them  jeere,  and  flout,  and  take  in  hand 
To  fcoffe  at  what  they  doe  not  underftand. 
Or  fay,  perhaps,  that  of  thy  felfe  thou  mak'ft 
Some  goodly  thing  ;  or  that  thou  undertak'ft 
Above  thy  Calling ;  or  unwarranted  : 
Not  heeding  from  whofe  mouth  it  hath  bin  fed, 
"  Gods  Wifdome  oft  elects,  what  men  defpife  ; 
"  And  foolifh  things,  to  foile  the  worldly  wife. 

But  feare  thou  not.     For,  he  that  in  all  places, 
And  from  all  dangers,  wants,  and  all  difgraces, 
Hath  hitherto  preferv'd  thee  ;  will  fecure 
Thy  fafety  now.     That  hand  which  did  procure 
Releafe  from  thy  clofe  Thraldomes,  and  maintained 
Thy  heart  content,  while  thou  wert  fo  reftrained  ; 
Will  be  the  fame  for  ever  :  and,  like  ftubble, 
Confume  ;  or,  like  the  weakeft  water-bubble, 
Diffolve  the  force  of  ev'ry  machination, 
Whereby  the  world  fhall  feek  thy  moleftation. 

Though  thou  in  knowledge  art  a  Child,  as  yet ; 
And,  feemeft  not  by  outward  Calling  fit 

For 
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For  fuch  a  taske  :  yet,  doe  not  thou  difable 
What  God  fhall  pleafe  to  fay  is  warrantable. 
His  Word,  remaineth  ftill  in  date,  which  fayes, 
That,  On  the  children  of  the  later  dayes, 
He  would  poure  out  a  meafnre  of  his  Spirit ; 
And,  thou  thereof  a  portion  fhall  inherit. 
Though  thou  defpifed  art ;  yet  God  by  thee 
Shall  bring  to  paffe  a  worke  which  ftrange  will  be 
To  moft  beholders  ;  and,  no  doubt,  it  fhall 
Occafion  fome  to  Hand,  and  fome  to  fall. 
For,  men  to  mine  doom'd,  will  mifconceive  it ; 
And,  they  that  fhall  have  fafety,  will  receive  it. 

Thy  God  hath  toucht  thy  Tongue,  and  tipt  thy  Pen  ; 
And,  therefore,  feare  not  thou  the  face  of  men, 
Left  he  deftroy  thee.     For,  this  day  to  ftand 
'Gainft  Princes,  Priefts,  and  People  of  this  Zand, 
Thou  art  appointed  :  and  they  fhall  in  vaine 
Contend.     For  thou  the  conqueft  fhalt  obtaine. 

Although  that  viperous  Brood  upon  thee  lights, 
Whofe  poif'ned  tongue  with  killing  Jlander  fmites; 
And,  though  the  barbarous  People  of  this  lie, 
Doe  thereupon  adjudge  thee,  for  a  while, 
A  man  fo  wicked,  that  (although  thou  haft 
The  Sea  of  Troubles,  without  fhipwrack,  paft) 
Gods  Vengeance  will  not  fuffer  thee  to  live 
The  life  of  honeft  Fame  :  Let  that  not  grieve 
Thy  heart  a  whit.     For,  though  their  eyes  doe  fee 
Reproaches,  which  like  Vipers,  hanging  be, 
Vpon  their  flefh ;  they  fhall  perceive  e're  long, 
That  thou  (unharmed)  them  away  haft  flung. 
And  they  who  did  expect  to  fee  thee  fall, 
For  thy  firme  (landing,  praife  Gods  mercy  fhall. 

Againft  oppreffion,  he  will  fafe  maintaine  thee, 
Ev'n  God,  who  oft  did  his  protection  daigne  thee ; 
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And  tooke  thy  part  againft  all  thofe,  that  fought 
How  they  thy  Mufe,  to  filence,  might  have  brought. 
He,  that  preferv'd  thee  from  tins. plague,  will  fave  thee; 
For,  he  thy  life  ev'n  of  meere  mercy,  gave  thee, 
To  ferve  him  with.     Thou  knowft  thou  art  a  Brand, 
Snatcht  from  the  flaming  fire,  by  Gods  owne  hand  ; 
And  that  to  him  thou  ovveft,  all  thou  art, 
And  all  thy  Faculties,  in  ev'ry  part. 

Take  heed,  therefore,  that  nothing  thou  refufe 
To  utter,  which  he  prompts  unto  thy  Mufe. 
Be  conftant :  and,  Flihu-Wke,  beware 
That  thou  accept  not  perfons  ;  nor  declare 
With  glozing  titles,  that  which  thou  fhalt  fay  ; 
Left  God  may  take  thee  fuddenly  away : 
But,  publifh  that  which  he  of  thee  requires, 
In  termes,  and  words,  as  he  the  fame  infpires. 

For,  to  this  Realme  and  City  thou  art  lent, 
To  warne,  that  of  their  follies  they  repent ; 
To  fhew  for  what  omiffions,  and  offences, 
God  fendeth  Famines,  Wars,  and  Peflilences ; 
And  to  pronounce  what  other  plagues  will  come, 
If  their  Tranfgreffions  they  depart  not  from. 

Indeed,  of  Priejls  and  Prophets,  ftore  have  they, 
And,  fome  of  them  are  like  enough  to  fay; 
When  came  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  to  thee, 
From  us,  who  no  fuch  danger  canforefee 
As  thou  pretendeft?     Thefe  are  they  that  fhare 
The  pleafures  of  the  time,  with  fuch  as  are 
The  Lands  perdition.     Thefe  are  they  which  tye 
Soft  pillowes  to  mens  elbowes ;  and  ftill  cry 
Peace,  peace ;  ev'n  when  perdition,  hanging  over 
The  peoples  heads,  they  plainly  may  difcover. 
But,  they  that  are  true  Priefls  of  God  among  them, 
And  his  true  Prophets,  think  not,  he  doth  wrong  the, 
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If  he  doe  chufe  a  Heardman :  nor  will  fuch 
Envy  the  fame  (or  at.  the  bleffing  grutch) 
If  all  were  Prophets,  and  God  pleafed  were 
To  make  that  Gift  to  ev'ry  man  appeare. 

Though  Gods  own  prefence,  had  made  Mofes  wife  ; 
Yet,  Jethrtfs  counfell  would  he  not  defpife. 
He,  whom  the  Angell  fed,  did  alfo  eat 
Ev'n  when  the  Ravens  came  to  bring  him  meat : 
And,  all  that  of  their  fpirit  partners  be, 
Will  heare  what's  good,  though  publifhed  by  thee. 

Behold  ;  this  thankleffe  People  (from  whofe  Land 
God  hath  but  newly  tooke  his  heavy  hand) 
Forget  already  what  his  mercy  hath 
Vouchfafed ;  and  his  late  enflamed  wrath. 
See,  how  they  flock  together,  to  purfue 
New  mifchiefes,  and  old  follies  to  renew. 
Their  evill  courfes,  they  afrefh  begin ; 
And,  ev'n  thofe  very  purpofes  of  fin, 
Whofe  profecution  this  great  Plague  hath  (laid, 
To  finifh  now  they  are  no  whit  afraid. 
Thofe  D  if  cords  which  they,  many  times,  pretended, 
Amid  their  feares,  fhould  chriftianly  be  ended, 
(If  God  would  fpare  them)  are  againe  revived  ; 
And  divers  new  malicious  plots  contrived. 
Thofe  Lufts  of  which  they  feemed  much  afhamed  : 
Thofe  Vanities,  for  which  themfelves  they  blamed  ; 
Thofe  Bargains,  which  their  confcience  did  perfwade 
Were  wicked ;  &  of  God  abhorred  make  them  ;  (the, 
That  Pride  ;  that  Sloth ;  that  Envy  ;  that  Exceffe  ; 
That  Cruelty ;  that  Irreligioufneffe  ; 
Yea,  all  that  wickedneffe  purfude  before, 
(And  which  they  fain'd  fo  truly  to  deplore) 
Returnes  with  intereft ;  and  they  contemne 
Good  things  ;  as  if  the  Plague  had  hardned  them. 
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Like  Phar'oh,  they  repented  while  the  Rod 
Was  laid  upon  them.     But,  as  foone  as  God 
Removed  it;  their  mindes  they  changed  too  ; 
And  would  not  let  their  evill  cujlomes  goe. 

Goe  therefore  inftantly,  goe  draw  the  Map 
Of  that  great  Plague  from  which  they  did  efcape  : 
Set  thou  before  their  eyes,  as  in  a  glaffe, 
How  great  Gods  Mercy,  and  their  danger  was. 
Lay  open  their  groffe  crimes,  that  they  may  fee 
How  hatefull,  and  how  infinite  they  be. 
Declare  what  mifchiefes  their  enormities 
Have  caufed  ;  and  will  daily  caufe  to  rife. 
Pronounce  thofe  Judgements  which  Gods  holy  Word 
Doth  for  the  Wages  of  their  Crimes  record. 
And  (as  the  bleffed  Spirit  fhall  enable, 
Thy  Mufe ;  and,  fhow  thee  what  is  warrantable) 
Tell  boldly,  what  will  on  their  wayes  attend, 
Vnleffe  their  lives  and  courfes  they  amend. 

Delay  it  not ;  and  let  no  worke  of  thine  ; 
No  goodly-feeming  hope,  or  faire  defigne, 
(How  promifing  foever)  draw  thee  from 
This  Taske,  untill  unto  an  end  it  come. 
For,  no  affaire  of  thine  fhall  finde  fucceffe, 
Till  thou  haft  finifht  this  great  Bitfuieffe. 

If  any  man  that  is  thy  friend,  or  foe, 
Shall  this  deride;  and  fay  it  is  not  fo  ; 
But,  that  thy  Fancy  onely  eggeth  on 
Thy  Mufe:  or,  that  to  doe,  or  leave  undone 
This  worke,  were  much  alike.     If  any  fay 
Thou  maift  proceed  herein,  with  fuch  delay, 
As,  vulgarly,  difcrction  thinketh  fit : 
Or,  as  thy  common  Bus'iieffe  will  permit. 

Nay,  if  thou  meet,  as  thou  maift  meet  with  fome, 
Who  like  a  Prophet,  unto  thee  will  come ; 

And 
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And  (as  the  Man  of  God  feduced  was, 

Who  told  in  Bethel  what  fliould  come  to  pane 

Concerning  Jeroboams  Altar  there) 

Perfwading  thee,  thofe  thoughts  delufions  are  : 

That,  felfe-conceit,  or  pride,  hath  made  thee  dreame 

That  thou  art  bound  to  profecute  this  Theame  : 

Beleeve  them  not.     For,  if  that  Man  of  God 

Here  mentioned,  did  feele  fo  fharpe  a  rod, 

When  his  delay  was  but  to  eate  and  drinke  ; 

(Perchance  through  hunger)  and  when  he  did  think 

A  Prophet  fent  by  God,  had  licenc'd  him  : 

Take  heed  thou  doe  not  this  advice  contemn e. 

For,  fmce  this  motion  urgeth  nought  that's  ill, 

Nor  contradic~leth  Gods  revealed  will ; 

But  rather  helpes  effect  it  :  fince  he  moves  it 

So  nat'rally,  that  thine  owne  foule  approves  it 

To  be  his  ac"l ;  beware  how  thou  fufpec~t  it, 

Or  how  thou  (halt  be  careleffe  to  effect  it. 

Let  not  a  worldly  wifedome,  (nor  the  fcoffe 
Of  any)  from  this  motive  drive  thee  off. 
Take  heed  the  feare  of  dangers,  nor  the  loffe 
Of  carnall  hopes,  thy  purpofe,  herein,  croffe. 
Take  heed  that  lonas-Wke,  thou  be  not  bent 
To  Tharfus,  when  thou  knowft  that  thou  art  fent 
To  Niniveh.     For  all  thy  doubts,  and  feare, 
Will  be  as  caufeleffe,  as  his  doubtings  were : 
And  be  thou  fure,  that  wherefoe're  thou  be, 
A  Tempeft  and  a  Whale  fhall  follow  thee. 

My  heart  receiv'd  this  Meffage ;  did  allow 
It  came  from  God  ;  and  made  a  folemne  Vow, 
It  would  not  entertaine  a  ferious  thought 
Of  any  worldly  thing,  till  that  were  brought 
To  full  perfection  :  no,  although  it  might 
Endanger  lofing  my  bed  fortune  quite. 

O  3  But, 
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But,  oh  !  how  fraile  is  Man  ?  and  how  unable 
In  any  goodneffe  to  continue  ftable  ? 
How  fubtile  is  the  Devill  1  and  what  baits, 
And  undermining  policies  and  Heights, 
Hath  he  to  coozen  us?  My  foule  was  raifed 
So  high,  e'rewhile,  that  I  admir'd  and  praifed 
My  blefl  eflate  :  And,  thought,  with  David,  then, 
My  heart  /hall  never  be  remodel  agen. 

But,  fee,  how  foone,  if  God  withdraw  his  eye, 
We  fall  to  hell,  that  up  to  heav'n  did  flye. 
I  would  have  fworne  (when  in  my  Contemplation, 
I  was  afcended  to  that  lofty  Station, 
So  lately  mention'd)  that  I  fliould  have  fcorn'd 
The  goodl'eft  prize  the  Devill  could  have  fuborn'd 
To  tempt  me  by.     I  thought,  if  God  had  faid, 
Doe  this;  that  (though  the  World  had  all  beene  laid 
To  be  my  wages,  if  I  fliould  delay 
The  doing  of  the  fame,  but  halfe  a  day) 
I  fliould  have  rather  chofe  to  have  forfaken 
My  life ;  then  fo  to  have  beene  overtaken. 

Yet,  loe  ;  fo  craftily  a  bait  was  laid  ; 
Such  fliowes  of  Goodneffe,  thereinto  convaid, 
Such  meanes  of  helpe  to  Piety,  pretended ; 
To  me  fo  feem'd  it,  to  be  recommended 
By  God  himfelfe  ;  and,  fuch  neceffity 
Appear'd  of  taking  opportunity 
As  then  it  offred  was,  that  I  fufpecled 
I  had  done  ill,  the  fame  to  have  neglected. 
Nay,  to  my  Vnderftanding,  true  Discretion, 
And,  all  the  Wifdome  of  this  Generation, 
Did  fo  concur  together  to  betray 
My  heart ;  that  I  did  foolifhly  delay 
The  Task  enjoyn'd.     Yea,  what  I  had  begun, 
(Proceeded  in)  and  purpos'd  fliould  be  done 
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Before  my  beft  affaires ;  ev'n  that  I  threw 

Afide ;  and  other  hopes  I  did  purfue. 

I  brake  my  Vow,  and  I  was  led  awry 

For  that  which  was  more  light  then  Vanity ; 

And  fo  my  hopes  my  judgement  did  beguile, 

That,  I  fuppofed  all  was  well  the  while. 

Moft,  alfo,  thought  me  wifely  to  have  done, 

And,  fuch  a  fortune  to  have  lighted  on  ; 

That  others,  of  my  happinefie,  began 

To  talke  ;  and  reckon  me  a  profperous  man. 

But,  many  fcandals,  paffions,  and  vexations, 
Much  hinderance.  and  a  world  of  perturbations, 
Purfued  me ;  to  let  me  underftand, 
That  I  had  taken  fome  wrong  acl  in  hand. 
For,  though  like  Jonas,  I  refolv'd  not  quite 
From  Gods  commands  to  make  a  ftubborne  flight ; 
Yet  went  I  to  his  VVorke  the  furtheft  way  : 
And,  travell'd,  as  my  owne  occafions  lay. 
Which  he  perceiving,  fent  a  Storme  that  croft  me  ; 
Made  fhipwracke  of  my  hopes  ;  my  labour  loft  me ; 
Befool'd  my  wifdome ;  of  much  joy  bereft  me  ; 
Within  the  Sea  of  many  troubles  left  me ; 
And,  what  with  fpeed  and  eafe  I  might  have  done 
At  firft ;  hath  long  with  paine  beene  lingred  on. 

Yea,  when  the  Harvejl  of  my  great  repute 
Was  looked  for  (and  moft  expected  fruit) 
It  proved  chaffe  ;  and  plainly  I  perceived, 
That  God  had  fuffred  me  to  be  deceived ; 
To  warne  me,  that  hereafter,  I  fhould  never 
Omit,  for  any  reafon  whatfoever, 
His  motions ;  nor  with  holy  voices  difpenfe  : 
But  worke  his  pleafure,  with  all  diligence. 
Which  after  I  had  heeded,  I  defcry'd 
By  what,  and  whither,  I  was  drawne  afide. 

O  4  I 
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I  plainly  faw,  that  what  I  then  had  fought 

With  hope  of  comfort,  would  my  woe  have  wrought. 

I  found  that  likely  to  have  beene  to  me 

A  Curfe,  which  promifed  my  Bliffe  to  be. 

I  praifed  God,  as  for  a  favour  done, 

That  he  did  lofe  me,  what  I  might  have  wron  : 

And  what  the  world  did  think  me  hapleffe  in, 

I  found  a  gracious  bleffing  to  have  bin. 

I  faw  my  fault ;  I  faw,  in  vaine  I  fought 

To  worke  my  will,  till  I  Gods  will  had  wrought. 

I  faw  that  while  the  furtheft  way  I  went, 

Gods  Mercy  did  my  foolifhneffe  prevent: 

Yea,  made  it  (by  his  providence  divine) 

A  great  advantage  to  his  owne  Deftgne. 

And,  for  my  negligence  when  I  had  mourned, 

To  my  propofed  Labour,  I  returned. 

I  begg'd  of  God  that  he  would  give  me  grace, 
To  be  more  conftant  in  a  godly  race. 
I  did  befeech  him  to  beftow  againe 
Thofe  AjyprelieriJ/ons,  which  my  hopes  hi  vaine 
Had  made  me  lofe  :  and  that  for  my  demerit, 
He  would  not  quench  in  me  his  holy  Spirit  : 
But,  grant  me  pow'r  to  profecute  my  ftory, 
And  utter  forth  his  Meffage,  to  his  glory. 

My  fute  was  heard  :  I  got  what  I  defired  : 
My  foule,  with  matter,  was  anew  infpired. 
My  eyes  were  clear'd  ;  my  heart  was  new  enlarged  : 
Bold  Refolutions  had  all  Feares  difcharged  : 
And,  that  which  was  difclofed  unto  me, 
Doth  appertain e,  Great  Britaine,  unto  thee. 
Come  heare  me  therefore ;  for,  howe're  thou  take  it, 
My  Confcience  bids  me,  and  I  meane  to  fpeake  it. 
Within  thy  pow'r  thou  haft  me  ;  and  what  e're 
Shall  good  and  right  in  thine  owne  eyes  appeare, 

Thou 
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Thou  maid  inflict  upon  me  :  But,  this  know, 
That  what  I  (hall  declare  God  bids  me  fhow ; 
And  that,  if  I  for  this,  have  harme,  or  fhame  ; 
My  God  mail  at  thy  hands  require  the  fame. 
Oh  !  let  not  my  requefts  in  vaine  be  made ; 
Nor  to  thy  former  finnes,  another  adde. 

And,  my  fweet  Country,  and  deare  Countrimen, 
Let  not  thefe  overflowings  of  my  pen 
Diftaftfull  be ;  as  if  their  fpring  had  beene 
But  either  from  the  Gall,  or  from  the  Spleene. 
Let  not  this  ages  falfe  Interpreter, 
(Which  makes  both  Judgement  and  Affeclion  erre) 
Corrupt  my  Text,  by  their  falfe  Commentary, 
To  make  your  good  opinions  to  mifcary. 
For,  though  in  me  (as  in  all  flefh  and  blood) 
Much  error  hinders  from  that  perfect  good 
Which  I  affect :  yet  I  his  meed  may  claime, 
Who  makes  God's  glory,  and  your  weale  his  ayme ; 
And,  begs  but  of  his  words  a  patient  hearing ; 
And,  from  your  follies  a  difcreet  forbearing. 

If  there  be  Truth,  and  Reafon,  in  the  Meffage, 
Let  not  my  perfon  hinder  my  Ambctffage. 
If  God  fhall  in  his  Mercy  pleafed  be, 
To  make  a  Faclor  for  his  praife  of  me ; 
Let  none  the  pooreneffe  of  my  gifts  deride, 
Since  he  to  no  externall  meanes  is  ty'd. 
Defpife  not  what  I  fpeake,  for  what  I  am  ; 
Vnleffe  you  finde  the  matter  be  to  blame. 
For,  God  by  Babes  and  Sucklings,  oft,  reveales, 
What  from  the  wifefl  worldlings  he  conceales. 

Both  Heart  11  and  Earth,  to  witneffe  here  I  call, 
I  dar'd  not  fpeake  what  now  I  utter  fhall, 
Vnleffe  I  thought,  that  God  did  me  infpire; 
And  would  this  duty  at  my  hands  require. 

O  5  Nor 
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Nor  dar'd  I  to  be  filcnt,  though  I  knew 

That  ev'ry  man  had  vowed  to  purfue 

My  Soule  to  Death ;  becaufe  my  Confcience  takes 

Acknowledgement,  that  God  within  me  fpeakes. 

I  doe  not  this,  for  that  I  fenfeleffe  am, 
(Oh  I  England)  of  thy  infamy  or  fliame  : 
For,  thy  difhonor  doth  concerne  me  nearly ; 
And  thee  my  heart  affect  eth  far  more  dearly, 
Then  cowards  doe  their  lives.     I  would  diftill 
My  blood  (as  inke  is  drained  from  my  quill) 
Ev'n  drop  by  drop ;  or  elfe,  at  once,  let  all 
Gufh  forth,  to  fave  thy  honor  from  a  fall. 

I  aime  not  at  a  vaine  or  fruitleffe  glory, 
By  daring  :  for,  I  know  the  mortall  ftory 
Of  all  the  gloriouft  actions,  that  are  under 
The  heav'ns  large  curtain,  are  but  nine  daies  woder. 
And  that  the  moft  deferving  workes  we  doe, 
May  ruine  us,  and  helpe  difgrace  us  too. 

I  doe  it  not  that  I  may  wealthy  grow  : 
For,  I  the  worlds  rewards  already  know 
In  fuch  attempts.     Experience  I  have  gained, 
What  poore  preferments  this  way  are  obtained  : 
My  former  Straines  (which  did  but  way  prepare 
For  that,  which  I  hereafter  mould  declare) 
Received  evermore  the  worft  reward, 
As  they  grew  better  worthy  of  regard. 
And  (if  God  let  not)  as  thefe  are  my  beft, 
My  troubles,  will  for  them,  exceed  the  reft. 

Tis  odds,  but  that  the  wilfull  Generation, 
For  whom  I  write  this  large  Anticipation, 
(To  flay  their  cenfure)  will  fcarce  reade  fo  far, 
As  hitherto,  where  thefe  Preventions  are  : 
But,  here,  and  there,  picke  out  fome  tart  relations, 
Without  obferving  of  thofe  moderations 
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That  follow  or  precede  them.  Elfe,  perchance 

Their  brazen  and  Herculean  Ignorance 

Will  flrongly  keepe  that  Vnderjlanding  from  them, 

Whereby  the  pow'r  of  Reafon  might  o'recome  them. 

Some  alio,  peradventure,  will  forget, 

How,  when  I  formerly  was  round  befet 

With  many  troubles,  I  did  ftill  defpife 

The  raging  fury  of  mine  enemies. 

Yea  fome,  no  doubt,  will  have  a  minde  to  fee 

What  kinde  of  pow'r,  there  is  in  them,  or  me ; 

And  whilft  fuch  men  there  are,  he  thinks  amiffe, 

Who  thinkes  to  thrive  by  fuch  a  courfe  as  this. 

Tis  not  from  envy  of  their  Lott,  who  grow 
Great  men,  or  wealthy,  whence  thefe  lines  doe  flow. 
For,  I  rejoice  in  each  mans  happineffe, 
That  to  Gods  praife,  good  fortunes  doth  poffeffe : 
And  they  that  know  my  perfon,  witneffe  can, 
My  lookes  affure,  I  am  no  envious  man. 

It  is  not  malice  that  hath  wrought  upon 
My  Paffions :  for,  I  vow,  I  malice  none. 
No  line  or  word  of  this  which  now  I  write, 
Proceeds  from  rancor,  or  unchriftian  fpight. 
When  I  have  wrong  received,  if  I  fay 
Wherein ;  what  harme  doe  I  in  that  I  pray  ? 
'Twere  much,  if  when  we  injury  fuftaine, 
We  neither  may  have  helpe,  nor  yet  complaine  : 
'Twere  hard,  if  knowing  I  had  many  foes, 
I  might  not  fay  fo,  left  fome  fliould  fuppofe 
What  Names  they  bear.  To  no  man  this  wil  fhow  the, 
But,  unto  fuch  as  doe  already  know  them. 
Nor,  when  I  mention  wrongs,  doe  I  intend 
Their  fhame  who  doe  them  ;  but  fome  better  end. 
For,  they  that  yet  are  enemies  of  mine, 
May  prove  Gods  friends,  and  to  my  good  encline. 
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I  wifh  them  well,  what  e're  they  vvilh  to  me ; 
And  of  their  harme  would  no  procurer  be. 
In  gen'rall  termes,  I  point  out  thofe  that  erre  ; 
With  none  I  meddle  in  particular  : 
For,  knaves  and  honeft  men  are  fo  alike, 
In  many  things,  that  I  amiffe  may  ftrike. 
I  finde  the  faults ;  let  others  finde  the  men. 
I  no  man  judge ;  let  no  man  judge  me  then. 

My  Mufe  hath  not  ufurped  this  Commiffion  : 
Nor  arrogateth  to  mine  owne  condition, 
More  excellence  then  others  :  But,  I  fhare 
A  part  in  thofe  reproofes  that  others  beare. 
I  doe  not  thinke  mine  owne  a  fpotleffe  eye, 
Becaufe  it  faults  in  others  can  efpye. 
I  never  thought  it  was  enough  for  me, 
A  Criticke  in  my  neighbours  faults  to  be, 
Vnleffe  I  markt  mine  owne :  which  heere  I  doe, 
And  check  the  worlds,  and  mine  owne  errors  too. 

I  meane  to  winke  at  none  ;  at  none  I  ayme  ; 
To  heed  or  friends  or  foes,  I  doe  difclaime. 
My  Bow  is  bent,  and  I  mufl  fhoot  a  flight 
Of  fhafts,  that  will  in  divers  places  light. 
Perhaps  fome  of  them  my  beft  friends  may  wound  i 
Vpon  my  felfe,  fome  others  may  rebound. 
Some  (fhot  aloft)  may  fear  the  Kites  that  flye 
Above  the  Clouds,  themfelves  to  Eaglifie. 
Some  pierce  their  fides,  who  thoght  they  had  bin  got 
Beyond  the  reaching  of  my  winged  fhot. 
And,  fome  who  thought  they  had  concealed  beene, 
May  feele  my  arrowes,  where  they  lurke  unfeene. 
Light  tvhere  they  will,  the  care's  already  tooke  : 
Since  no?ie  but  he  that's  guilty,  can  beflrooke. 

Had  thou  forgot,  oh  !  Britaine,  (and  fo  foone) 
Thy  lates  afflictions,  and  Gods  gracious  boone? 
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As  foone  as  e're  thy  necke  unflacked  feeles 
The  curbing  Reine,  dofl  thou  let  flye  thy  heeles  ? 
Shall  not  Gods  lujlice,  nor  his  matchleffe  Love, 
Thy  flinty  nature  to  repentance  move  ? 
But  wilt  thou  flill  in  crooked  paths  perfever, 
And  of  thy  Vanities  repent  thee  never  ? 

Oh  !  looke  about  thee  ;  yea,  looke  backe,  and  fee 
What  wondrous  things  thy  God  hath  done  for  thee. 
Thou  wert  in  future  times,  an  uncouth  place, 
That  had  of  wildneffe  the  deformed  face. 
Thou  wert  long  time  the  feat  of  Defolation, 
And  when  thou  hadft  but  flender  reputation, 
God  lookt  upon  thee,  with  the  firft  of  all 
Thofe  Gentiles,  whom  in  mercy  he  did  call. 
Of  his  beloved  Vineyards,  thou  wert  one  ; 
And  fituate  like  that,  once  plac'd  upon 
The  fruitfulft  Hill     God,  for  thy  Fence  prepared 
A  naturall  wall,  by  his  owne  hand  upreared. 
He  tooke  away  that  ftony  heartedneffe, 
Which  did  thy  heathnifh  children  firft  poffeffe ; 
And  hath  beene  pleafed,  many  times,  fince  then, 
To  gather  out  thofe  flinty  hearted  men, 
Who  by  a  bloody  perfecuting  hand, 
Did  harme  thy  tender  Saplings  in  thy  Land. 
He  plucked  out  of  thee  the  (linking  weeds 
Of  Sin  and  Superjlition  ;  that  the  feeds 
Of  Truth  and  Holineffe  might  here  be  fowne, 
Where  wickedneffe  the  foule  had  overgrowne. 

The  choifeft  Plants  (of  that  Vine-myflicall, 
His  onely-Sonne)  he  planted  thee  withall. 
The  ftately  Watch  towre  of  his  Providence 
Gompleatly  fumiihed  for  thy  defence, 
In  thee  was  builded  up  •  and  did  appeare 
To  many  other  Kingdomes,  far  and  neare  : 

And 
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And  on  the  lofty  Turrets  of  the  fame 
He  fet  his  Flags,  and  Enfignes  of  his  Name, 
Whofe  beautious  Colours  being  wide  difplaid, 
Did  make  thy  adverfaries  all  afraid. 

Within  thy  Borders,  hath  his  Love  divine 
The  Wine-preffe,  of  a  Chrijlian  difcipline 
Erected ;  and  in  ev'ry  feafon  given 
(To  make  thee  fruitful)  dewes  &  lhowrs  from  heav'n. 
Yea  thou  haft  had,  fince  food  of  life  grew  fcanty, 
Not  barely  feven,  but  feventy  yeares  of  plenty. 
What  grace  foever  might  repeated  be 
That  God  for  Ifr'el  did,  he  did  for  thee. 

He  from  a  thraldome,  worfe  then  they  fuftained, 
While  in  \tiMgyptian  bondage  they  remained, 
Did  bring  thy  Children  thorough  Baptifmes  Flood, 
And  drowne  thy  Foes,  within  a  Sea  of  Blood. 
Thy  Coafl  unto  a  large  extent  he  ftretcheth, 
For,  ev'n  from  Sea  to  Sea  it  compaffe  fetcheth. 
Thy  Land  with  Milke  and  Hony  over-flowes. 
In  thee  all  pleafure,  and  all  plenty  growes. 
God  kept  thee  as  the  apple  of  an  eye  ; 
And,  as  when  Eglets  are  firft  taught  to  flye, 
Their  Dam  about  them  hovers ;  fo,  thy  God, 
Doth  over  thee,  difplay  his  wings  abroad. 

A  Land  of  Hils  and  Dales  thou  wert  created ; 
And  in  a  Clime,  fo  profitable,  feated, 
That  whereas  many  other  Lands  are  faine 
To  water  all  their  feeds,  and  plants,  with  paine, 
Thou  fav'fl  that  labour  :  for,  the  Dewes  yeeld  matter 
To  cheere  thy  Gardens,  and  the  Clouds  bring  water. 
Faire  Woods  &  Groves,  do  yet  adorn  thy  Mountains ; 
Thou  art  a  Land  of  Rivers,  and  of  Fountaines  : 
Springs  hot  and  cold,  and  frefh,  and  fait,  there  be ; 
And,  fome  that  cure  difeafed  folk  in  thee. 

Thee, 
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Thee,  both  in  Towne  and  Field,  the  Lord  hath  blefl ; 

Thy  People  and  thy  Cattell  are  encreafl. 

Blefl  wert  thou  in  thy  going  forth  to  war ; 

And  blefiings  alfo  thy  returnings  were. 

He  bled  thee  in  thy  (lore,  and  in  thy  basket  : 

Thine  owne  requeft  he  gave,  when  thou  didft  ask  it  .• 

He  evermore  hath  timely  fauours  done  thee  : 

Throughout  the  yeare  his  eye  hath  beene  upon  thee  : 

He  carefull  was,  what  perills  might  betide  thee ; 

And  heedfull  all  things  needfull  to  provide  thee : 

In  Graffe,  and  Corne,  and  Fruits,  thou  doft  excell  : 

Thy  Horfe  are  ftrong,  thine  Oxen  labour  well : 

The  udders  of  thy  Kine  grow  large  with  milke  : 

Thy  Sheep  yeeld  fleeces,  like  the  Perfian  filk  : 

Thy  Stones  are  Iron,  and  thy  Hills  are  big 

With  Afitierals,  which  from  their  wombs  we  dig : 

Thy  Soile  is  neither  over  moid,  nor  dry  ; 

The  Sun  nor  keeps  too  far,  nor  conies  too  nigh  : 

Thy  Ayre  doth  few  contagious  vapours  breed  : 

Nor  doth  it,  oft,  in  heat,  or  cold  exceed. 

Still,  for  thy  fins,  thou  hadft  thy  due  corrections ; 

And,  foundft  compafiion  in  thy  great  afflictions. 

His  Prophets  and  his  Preachers  God  hath  fent 

In  ev'ry  age,  to  move  thee  to  repent ; 

And,  them  thou  fmot'ft,  and  murtherd'ft,  now  &  the ; 

Yet,  gave  he  not  to  other  Husbandmen 

His  wronged  Vineyard:  but,  doth  yet  attend, 

In  expectation,  when  thou  wilt  amend. 

He,  over  all  thy  Foes,  the  conqueft  gave  thee  : 
He  did  from  wrog,  by  neighb'ring  Nations,  fave  thee  : 
And,  they  to  feare  and  honor  thee  were  moved, 
Becaufe  they  faw  thee,  of  thy  God,  beloved. 
Thou  hadft  a  Deborah  beftow'd  upon  thee, 
Who  freed  thee  from  thy  Foes,  and  glory  won  thee, 

In 
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In  fpight  of  Si/era :  For,  God  did  pleafe 

To  make  the  Stars,  the  Clouds,  the  Winds,  and  Seas, 

To  fight  thy  battels.     When  her  turne  was  gone. 

He  raifed  up  another  Solomon, 

Within  thy  Borders  to  eftablifh  peace, 

Who  to  thy  glories  added  an  increafe. 

Thou  wert  as  often  warn'd,  and  punifhed ; 
As  much  befought;  as  largely  promifed, 
As  Iudah  was.     Thy  Church  that  lately  feemed 
Like  barren  Hannah  (and  was  difefteemed 
Of  proud  Peninnah)  in  a  fpirituall  breed, 
Doth  moft  of  Syons  Daughters,  now  exceed  : 
And  thou  haft  viewed  many  of  thy  fonnes, 
To  fit  and  governe,  on  earths  glorious  Thrones. 

The  Iewifh  Commonwealth  was  never  daigned 
More  great  Deliverances  then  thou  haft  gained. 
Nor  was  their  helpe  vouchfaf 'd  in  better  feafon  ; 
As  Eighty  eight,  and  our  great  Powder-treafon, 
Can  witneffe  well.     For,  then  thy  prefervation 
Was  wrought  by  God  (to  all  mens  admiration) 
Ev'n  when  Hels  lawes,  on  thee,  were  like  to  clofe ; 
And  when,  for  humane  aide  to  interpofe,  (done 

There  fcarce  was  meanes,  or  time.       All  which  was 
That  thou  Gods  love  mightft  think  the  more  upon. 

Moreover,  that  no  meanes  might  paffe  untride, 
Which  God  did  for  the  Iewes  of  old  provide ; 
To  thee  he  alfo  fends  his  onely  Sonne : 
Not,  as  to  them,  a  poore  contemned  one, 
(That,  feeing  him,  they  might  not  him  perceive, 
And,  hearing  him,  no  knowledge  of  him  have) 
Not  as  a  weakling,  or  illiterate  : 
Or  meane,  or  in  a  perfecuted  ftate  : 
Or  one  whofe  perfon,  beauty,  and  complexion, 
In  them,  had  nothing  ftirring  up  affection ; 

Nor 
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Nor  as  a  man  that  worthy  feem'd  of  fcorne, 
Of  mocks,  of  whips,  and  of  a  crowne  of  thorne. 
He  came  not  fo  to  thee  :  for,  thou  hadft  then 
Defpis'd  and  crucified  him  agen, 
As  well  as  they :  yea,  thou  perchance,  hadft  more 
Defpighted  him,  then  others  heretofore. 

But,  in  a  glorious  wife  to  thee  he  came  : 
With  pow'r,  with  approbation,  and  with  fame. 
His  FiJJiermen  (that  heretofore  did  feeme 
To  Iewes  and  Gentiles,  of  fo  meane  efteeme) 
Had  won  whole  Countries  from  Idolatry, 
And  made  them  to  confeffe  his  fov'raignty. 
He  comes  to  thee  with  honor,  like  a  King : 
He  did  into  (the  Church)  his  Kingdome,  bring 
A  fetled  Government.     He  had  affwaged 
That  Iewijh  and  that  Ethnick  fpight,  which  raged 
At  his  firft  comming.     Emperours  became 
His  Viceroyes ;  and  did  governe  in  his  Name. 
Thou  fawft  fulfilled,  many  things  (of  old) 
Both  by  his  Prophets  and  Hifnfelfe,  foretold  ; 
Which  did  confirme  him,  that  Meffiah,  whom 
Thou  fhouldft  receive.     His  Doclrines  well  become 
His  purity  :  and,  witneffed  is  he 

By  Martyrs  and  Confeffors,  him  to  be  (made 

Whom  thou  fhould'ft  heare.     And  (this  hath  greater 
Thy  Favours,  then  that  Grace  the  Iewcs  have  had) 
Their  threats,  their  punifhments,  their  ignorances, 
Their  pertinacy,  and  deliverances, 
Their  fallings,  rifings,  and  relapfes,  are 
Recorded,  that  by  them  thou  mightft  beware. 

Thou  knowft  what  Defolation  they  are  in, 
In  recompence  of  their  defpightfull  fin, 
The  murther  of  their  Brother  .•  yea,  like  Cain, 
Thou  feeft,  that,  yet,  they  vagabonds  remaine. 

Thou 
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Thou  hear'ft,  their  fruitfull  Land  hath  ever  fince, 
Beene  curfl  with  barrenneffe,  for  their  offence  : 
That,  without  King,  Prieft,  Prophet,  or  good  order, 
They  through  the  world  have  wandred  for  their  mur- 
Nigh  fixteene  hundred  yeares  :  and  that,  altho       (ther 
They  be  abhorred,  wherefoe're  they  goe, 
They  have  upon  them,  dill,  the  marke  of  Came, 
Which  will  prevent  their  being  wholly  flaine  ; 
Left  (as  the  bleffed  Pfalmijl  hath  foretold) 
The  people  of  the  Lord,  forget  it  ihould. 

Yet,  nor  their  good  Examples,  nor  their  Fall, 
Nor  all  their  Blefjings,  nor  their  Sorrowes  all, 
Have  better'd  thee  :  but,  thou  continu'ft  in 
Their  obftinacies,  and  in  all  their  fin. 

Like  them  thou  murmur'ft,  if  God,  but  to  try  thee, 
Some  bleffing,  for  a  little  time  deny  thee. 
So,  thou  doft  wanton  it,  as  foone  as  e're, 
In  any  fufiring,  he  thy  voice  doth  heare. 
So,  thou  Gods  wholfome  counfell  doft  defpife, 
To  follow  thine  owne  foolifh  Policies. 
So,  thou  doft  mixe  thy  felfe  with  other  Nations, 
And,  learne  to  practife  their  abominations. 
So,  on  thofe  broken  Reeds  thou  doft  rely, 
Which  will  deceive,  in  thy  necefiity. 
So,  thou  doft  ftop  thine  eares  (to  thine  owne  harme) 
Although  the  Gharmer  ne're  fo  wifely  charme. 
That  which  thy  Prophets  teach,  and  well  advife ; 
Iuft  fo,  thou  doft  neglect ;  juft  fo,  defpife : 
Yea,  though  from  time  to  time,  thou  feeft  the  path 
Which  thou  doft  follow,  ill  fucceffes  hath  : 
Though  thou  haft  found,  that  they  who  did  foretell 
Thy  courfe  was  foolifh,  did  forewarne  thee  well : 
Though  thou  doft  finde,  no  reft,  nor  peace,  in  that, 
Which  thou  art  yet  unwifely  ayming  at : 

And, 
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And,  though  thy  truefl  Lovers,  ev'ry  day, 
Doe  counfell  thee,  and  for  thy  fafety  pray; 
Thou  runnefl  headlong,  flill,  thy  wilfull  courfe, 
And  waxed  ev'ry  moment,  worfe  and  worfe. 

Thy  eyes  are  blinded,  and  thou  canft  not  fee ; 
Thy  heart  is  hard,  and  will  not  foftned  be. 
To  thy  beft  Friends  thou  fhewft  thy  felfe  a  Foe, 
As  if,  thou  rip'ned  wert,  for  overthrow  : 
And,  till  God  pleafe  to  turne  thy  heart  againe, 
All,  that  fpeake  truth  to  thee,  fhall  fpeake  in  vaine. 

Whence  doe  thy  troubles,  and  thy  loffes  come, 
But,  from  thy  carnall  policies,  and  from 
Thine  owne  v aine  projects,  which  thou  doft  purfue, 
By  courfes,  that  will  flill  thy  cares  renew  ? 
What  gaine  thy  children,  by  their  oft  alliance 
With  Babels  iffue,  or  by  their  affiance, 
But  mungrell  off-fprings  ;  which  will  ready  be, 
To  ilir  up  everlafting  ftrifes  in  thee  ? 
Though  thou  haft  heard,  the  Midianites  doe  give 
Their  daughters  to  no  end,  but  to  deceive ; 
And  that  the  people  who  to  Molock  pray, 
Will  for  their  /doll,  caft  their  fonnes  away  : 
Though  thou  haft  heard  what  plagues  enfu'd  upon 
The  wivings  of  the  wife  King  Solomon  ; 
And  knoweft  that,  by  God,  forbid  it  was, 
A  Bullocke  fhould  be  yoaked  with  an  Affe : 
Though  thou  haft  feene  that  their  affinities 
Are  ev'n,  among  themfelves,  poore  flender  ties  ; 
And  fuch  as  they  doe  nought  at  all  refpecl, 
Vnleffe  they  ferve  their  projecls  to  effect : 
Yet,  in  their  courfe,  thy  Children  doe  proceed, 
And  fow  Gods  Garden  with  a  mixed  feed  : 
Of  which,  unleffe  they  truly  doe  repent, 
And  feeke,  by  carefell  tillage  to  prevent, 

What 
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What  may  enfue  thereon  (as  yet  they  may) 
Thy  Land  will  fuffer  for't,  another  day. 

Thy  Guiltineffe  (oh !  Britaine)  makes  thee  feare, 
And  often  troubled  where  no  terrors  are. 
Thy  faith  hath  fail'd  thee,  and  thou  didft  not  fee 
Thofe  armies,  which  have  round  enclofed  thee 
For  thy  protection.     For,  had  they  beene  heeded, 
Thou  no  Egyptian  fuccours  fhouldft  have  needed. 
If  thou  could'lt  walke  within  a  conftant  path, 
This  Hand  fhould  not  feare  JbericCs  wrath. 
It  fhould  be  needleffe  for  thee,  to  procure 
Alliances,  that  cannot  long  endure. 
Thou  fhouldft  not  care  (but,  as  they  Chriftians  be) 
What  Kings  on  earth,  were  friends,  or  foes  to  thee. 
No  pow'r  abroad,  fhould  make  thy  children  tremble  \ 
Nor  home-bred  faction  caufe  thee  to  diffemble  : 
But,  being  fafe  in  God,  thou  fhould'ft  contemne 
The  greateft  dangers,  and  get  praife  by  them. 

Oh !  call  to  minde,  the  times  now  pafl  away, 
Thofe,  which  our  Fathers,  yet,  remember  may  ; 
And  let  thine  Elders  tell  thee  (for  they  know) 
How  ftrong  in  Gods  protection  thou  didft  grow. 
What  wantedft  thou,  when  thou  wert  ail  alone  ? 
When  thou  hadft  nothing  to  rely  upon, 
But  Gods  meere  mercy?  and  fuch  grace  beftowne, 
That   thou  couldft   ufe  thofe  pow'rs  that  were  thine 

When  bleft  Eliza  wore  but  half  thy  Crown,  (owne? 
And,  almoft  all  the  world,  on  her  did  frowne  ; 
When  Romes  proud  BiJJwp ;  and,  of  Chriftendome 
The  pow'rfulft  Monarch,  did  her  foes  become. 
When  (lie  had  no  Alliance,  to  make  ftrong 
Her  party  :  but,  was  hatefull  grown e,  among 
The  neighb'ring  Princes  ;  for  her  calling  by 
The  yoake  of  Babylonifn  tyranny. 

When 
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When  fhe  within  her  Kingdome  had  a  fwarme 

Of  Hornets,  which  did  howrly  threaten  harme 

Both  to  her  State  and  perfon.     When  their  pow'r 

And  fury,  was  more  likely  to  devoure, 

Then  at  this  prefent  it  appeares  to  be. 

When  her  owne  Court  from  tray  tors  was  not  free, 

When  fhe  had  Irijh  Rebels  to  correct ; 

Oppreffed  Netherlander  to  protect ; 

And  France  to  umpire  in  :  ev'n  when  all  thefe, 

And  other  troubles  did  her  State  difeafe. 

What  glory,  wealth,  and  fafety  haft  thou  got, 

That  fne,  amid  thofe  dangers,  purchaft  not? 

Religion  in  her  dayes  did  ftill  encreafe  : 

At  home  fhe  had  both  plentionfneffe  and  peace; 

Abroad,  fhe  was  renown'd  :  fhe  did  not  paufe 

In  executing  other  wholefome  Lawes, 

Through  feare  of  any  Malecontents  at  home ; 

Or  any  threatnings  from  the  Sea  of  Rome. 

She  triple  Gerions  forces,  did  contemne ; 

Her  neighbours  fought  her  ayd  ;  fhe  fought  not  the. 

She  aw'd  the  Weft:  fhe  from  the  Spanifli  Coafl 

Did  rend  their  golden-fleeces ;  and  fhe  croft 

Their  hopefull'ft  aiines.     They  could  not  undermine 

Her  Counfells ;  nor  by  any  flye  defigne, 

Defeat  her  Forces  :  France  was  prudent  then, 

And  would  not  ftir  the  wrath  of  Engliflimen : 

For,  they  preferv'd  their  honor,  by  preferving 

Their  truil  in  God  ;  and  conftant  paths  obferving. 

Then,  to  affront  us,  did  no  Datchma?i  dare, 
Nor,  in  our  Voyages  prefume  to  fhare, 
Eut,  with  our  favour.     We  had  fame  by  land ; 
Our  pcw'rfull  Navies  did  the  Seas  command. 
To  ours,  the  ftrongeft  Fleets  did  ftrike  their  fades ; 
They,  that  now  bark,  then,  dar'd  not  wag  their  tailes  : 

Yea, 
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Yea,  though  our  Lyons  not  fo  many  were, 

Our  flrongeft  Foes,  to  rouze  them,  flood  in  feare. 

No  forme  of  thine  prefumed,  then,  to  be 
So  traiterous  unto  thy  God,  and  thee, 
As  to  allow  a  popifh  Liberty  : 
Much  leffe  to  move,  for  that  impiety, 
In  publick  hearing.     No  man  fought  to  fell, 
For  any  fumme,  the  peace  oljfrael: 
No  not  within  our  Irijh  confines ;  tho 
It  fomewhat  urgent  feem'd  to  have  it  fo  : 
Becaufe  that  peacefull  pow'r  thou  hadft  not  got, 
Which  now  thou  haft :  nor  then  the  neighb'ring  Scot 
So  firme  unto  thy  State  ;  nor  fo  engaged 
To  tame  that  Nation,  if  a  war  it  waged. 

Thy  Patriots  perceiv'd,  that  to  begin 
With  Ireland,  would  become  the  meanes  to  win 
Great  Britaine  to  the  Romijh  yoake  anew  ; 
And,  give  the  Spaniard  courage,  to  purfue 
His  great  defigne  upon  the  BritijJi  nations. 
They  law  what  civill  broyles  their  Tolerations 
Have  bred  in  France.     For,  if  within  her  wombe, 
Rebecca  could  not  but  difeas'd  become, 
(Whilfl  flie,  at  once,  two  fons  did  nourifh  there, 
Which  Fathers  of  unlike  Religions  were) 
They  thought,  that  if  one  Kingdome  fhould  admit 
Two  fuch  Conceptions,  to  grow  ripe  in  it, 
They  would,  by  daily  flruggling  with  each  other, 
AfflicT;  the  body  of  their  nat'rall  Mother ; 
And,  caufe  an  endleffe  Warfare,  untill  one 
Were  fetled  in  poffeffion,  all  alone. 

Thou  didfl  not  then,  within  thy  Bounds  afford 
An  Altar  both  to  Baal,  and  to  the  Lord. 
What  thou  refolv'dft,  was  put  in  execution  ; 
Thy  zeale  was  chill'd  with  no  irrefolution. 
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No  baitings  were  apparant.     No  difunion 
Did  hazard  (though  it  troubled)  thy  Communion  : 
And,  though  thy  many  follies  brought  afflictions, 
(Which,  of  thofe  errors,  were  the  due  corrections) 
Yet,  was  thy  faith  in  God,  leffe  violated  : 
Apparant  evils  not  fo  palliated  : 
Prophaneneffe,  not  fo  patroniz'd,  as  now  : 
Nor  didfi  thou  fuch  impieties  allow. 

But,  thou  art  changed  from  what  once  thou  wert; 
Thy  worfe  hath  ouercome  thy  better  part. 
Vpon  thine  owne  diftempers  thou  art  toft : 
Thy  confidence  in  God  is  almoft  loft. 
And,  thence  it  comes,  that  though  thou  doft  abound 
In  many  bleffings;  thou  art  needy  found. 
This  makes  Tranfgreffions  to  encreafe  upon  thee  ; 
They  bring  new  troubles,  and  new  dangers  on  thee  ; 
Thefe  make  thee  feare ;  thy  terror  caufes  thee 
Impatient  of  thy  feared  harmes  to  be  : 
Impatience  makes  thee  fo  unfit  to  flay 
Gods  leafure ;  that,  thou  runn'ft  another  way, 
And  feek'ft  for  helpe  in  thine  owne  Fantafies, 
In  ilefhly  Leagues,  and  humane  Policies. 

Thofe  courfes  overvvhelme  thee  with  new  fins  : 
From  them  another  brood  of  Plagues  begins, 
Which  doth  not  mollifie,  but  more  obdure 
Thy  flinty  breft :  and  will  at  lafl  procure 
Thy  totall  overthrow  ;  unleffe  thou  climbe 
The  hill  of  hearty  Penitence,  in  time. 

Growne  fat  with  eafe,  &  wealth,  thou  haft  forfook 
Thy  God  ;  and  many  crooked  courfes  tooke. 
God,  who  did  thee  fo  love,  and  fo  efteeme ; 
Who  did  create  thee,  and  thy  life  redeeme ; 
Thou  haft  forgotten  :  yea,  rejected  him, 
And,  fought  thofe  gods,  thy  Father  did  contemne. 
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His  Counfells,  and  his  law,  thou  haft  defpifed  ; 
Nay,  unto  Devills,  thou  haft  facrificed  ; 
And,  them  and  thine  owne  lufts,  preferd  before 
His  honour,  whom  thou  fliouldft  have  prized  more. 

The  corne,  and  oile,  &  wine  which  thou  enjoyedft 
As  tokens  of  his  love,  thou  mif-imployedft. 
The  jewels  he  vouchfafed  to  adome  thee, 
(For  his  own  pleafure)  thou  on  thofe  that  fcorne  thee 
13eftowft  againe.     The  beautie  which  he  gave, 
That  he  the  more  delight  in  thee  might  have, 
Thou  bafely  proftituteft  unto  thofe 
That  are  thy  luftfull  wooers,  and  his  foes. 
Thy  Vines  like  thofe  of  Sodom  are  become, 
Ev'n  like  thofe  plants,  that  are  derived  from 
GommorraKs  Vineyard  ;  and  their  Clufters  all 
Are  fowre ;  or  elfe,  more  bitter,  far,  then  gall. 
Thy  Wine  is  Dragons  poifon  :  yea,  thou  haft 
In  all  thy  pleafant  things,  a  lothfome  taft. 

But,  thus  in  groffe,  why  mould  I  longer  fpend 
My  time,  thy  wickedneffe  to  reprehend  ? 
Since  thou  art  impudent,  and  haft  the  face, 
To  make  of  thefe  upbraidings  my  difgrace  ? 
In  my  next  Canto's  therefore,  He  prefer 
Of  thy  Tranfgrefwns  a  PER  TIC  VLER, 
So  duly  urg'd  ;  that  none  fhall  juftly  fay 
I  utter  what  I  mould  not  open  lay  : 
Or  that  my  Verfe  doth  brand  thee  with  a  crime, 
Whereof  their  Hues  not  witneffe  all  this  time. 
Obferve  it ;  and  if  ought  I  mention  here, 
Not  fitly  fpoken  to  the  publike  eare  ; 
Or  if,  but  in  a  word,  I  wrong  thee  fhall ; 
Me  to  the  moil  impartial!  cenfure  call : 
Let  my  good  purpofes  be  pimifht  more, 
And  pittied,  alfo  leffe  then  heretofore. 

Let 
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Let  me  of  all  thy  children  be  reviled ; 

From  thy  moft  pleafant  Borders  live  exiled  : 

And  never  be  recall'd.     But,  if  I  tell 

What  thy  bed  Lovers  fhall  approve  of  well. 

If  Truth  I  utter ;  and  fuch  Truth  as  is 

To  be  difclof'd  :  then  marke  what's  found  amiffe. 

Amend  thine  errors.     Let  thy  folly  ceafe. 

Love  him,  that  loves  unfainedly  thy  peace. 

At  leaft,  defpight  him  not.     But,  if  thou  doe, 

Yet  he  will  ferve  thee  ftill,  and  love  thee  too  : 

Thy  welfare  rather  then  his  owne  prefer  : 

And,  leave  this  Booke  for  thy  Remembrancer. 


The  fixth  Canto. 

The  Poet  (weighing  well  his  Warrant) 
Goes  on  with  his  enjoyned  Arrant. 
Jmpartially  be  doth  relate 
This  Hands  good  and  bad  cjlate. 
What  fev 'rail  fmnes  in  her  have  place  \ 
How  groffe  they  are ;  hozu  they  encreafe, 
He  alfo  tels :  and,  tlicn  hcJJictves 
That  nor  the  Gentiles,  nor  the  Iewes, 
Were  checked,  or  plagu!  d  for  any  Crimes, 
Which  are  not  reigning  in  tlicfe  times. 

Next  that,  he  boldly  doth  reprove 
The  conrfe  in  which  our  Nobles  move ; 
Derides  their  folly,  blames  their  jin, 
And  warnes  what  dangers  we  are  in. 

Our  Gentry  then  he  reprehends  ; 
Their  foolifli  humours  difcommends ; 
And  (having  brought  them  to  their  fights ) 
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Vpon  the  guilty  Clergy  lights ; 
On  Lawyers  that  abufe  the  Lawes, 
On  Officers,  and  on  the  Caufe 
Of  mojl  Corruptions :  Lajl  of  all 
On  fome  enormities  doth  fall 
Which  are  in  Court  and  City  found', 
And  runs  this  Canto,  there,  aground. 

Vt,  am  I  well  advis'd  ?  and  doe  I  know 
i  From  whence,  &  from  what  Spirit  this  doth  flow  ? 
Doe  I  remember  what,  and  who  I  am, 
That  T  this  famous  Monarchy  fhould  blame? 
Am  I  affur'd  no  ill-fuggefting  Spirit 
(In  hatred  of  thine  honourable  merit) 
Seduceth  me  (oh  Britiane)  that  I  might 
I'ecome  an  inftrument  of  his  defpight  ? 
Have  I  confidered  of  what  efteeme 
Thou  art  ?  How  great  thy  Piety  doth  feeme  ? 
What  glorious  titles,  and  tranfcendent  ftiles 
Thou  haft  obtain'd  above  all  other  Ifles  ? 
What  attributes  unto  thy  felfe  thou  giveft  ? 
What  of  thine  owne  perfections  thou  beleeveft? 
And  what  thy  flattring  r>iefls  and  Prophets  fay 
Of  thy  admired  happinefie  this  day  ? 

Yes,  yes ;  all  this  I  pondcr'd,  and  I  know 
What  good  or  evill  from  this  act  may  flow. 
I  am  not  ignorant,  that  thou  haft  beene 
Among  the  neighb'ring  Countries  as  a  Queene, 
Among  her  Ladies.     Formes  of  Government, 
Or  Lawes,  or  Cuftomes,  through  Earihs  Continent, 
Are  none  received  that  more  pious  be, 
Or  more  upright  then  thofe  that  are  in  thee. 

Among  faire  Sions  Daughters,  none  doth  fit 
More  free  from  blemifhes  (then  thou  art  yet) 
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In  points  of  Chriflian  Doctrine  (though  there  are 

Some,  who  in  that  fimpleneffe  begin  to  marre) 

No  people  doth  retaine  a  Difcipline 

More  Apq/iolicall,  then  fome  of  thine. 

No  Church  that's  vifible,  hath  kept  more  pure 

The  grounds  of  Faith,  nor  countenanced  fewer 

Of  Routes  innumerable  Superjlitions ; 

Of  ufeleffe,  or  of  burdenfome  Traditions, 

Then  thou  haft  lately  done.     I  feele  thou  haft 

Some  warmth  yet  left.     As  yet,  fo  brazen-fae'd 

Thou  art  not  growne,  but  that  thou  doft  defpife 

Notorious  Crimes,  and  open  Hereftes; 

Becaufe  the  hidden  Leaven  of  thy  fin 

To  fowre  the  Lumpe,  is  (yet)  but  new  put  in. 

I'le  doe  thee  right,  and  give  thee  all  thy  due, 
Before  thy  follies  further  I  purfue. 
I  know  that  thou  with  patience  heretofore 
(Ev'n  like  the  Church  at  Ephefns)  haft  bore 
Thy  Chriflian  Labours ;  that,  thou  haft  been  moved 
Againft  offenders ;  that,  thou  fuch  haft  proved, 
Who  falfely  did  affirme  themfeleves  to  be 
Apojiles ;  and,  ftrong  Faith  was  found  in  thee. 
Yea,  thou  didft  long  thofe  herefies  refill, 
Which  God  abhorreth ;  and  didft  them  deteft. 

I  know,  that  like  the  Smyrnian  Congregation 
Thou  haft  through  poverty  and  tribulation, 
Got  heav'nly  Riches  :  neither  didft  thou  feare, 
When  they,  who  of  the  Church  of  Satan  were, 
Blafphem'd  the  Truth,  and  did  themfelves  profeffe 
True  f/ra'lites,  when  they  were  nothing  leffe. 

I  know,  that  when  thy  Lott  it  was  to  dwell 
Like  Pergamus,  ev'n  where  the  throne  of  Hell 
Erected  was  (and  in  their  bloody  Raigne, 
By  whom  fo  many  Martyrs  here  were  ilaine) 
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Thou  didft  not  then  the  faith  of  Chrijl  deny, 
Nor  from  profeffmg  of  his  Gofpel  flye. 

I  know,  that  TAyatira-like  thy  love, 
And  thy  devotion  did  unfained  prove ; 
And  that  thy  piety,  and  righteoufneffe 
Did  (fur  a  feafon)  more  and  more  encreafe. 

I  know,  thy  goodneffe  is  not  quite  bereft, 
But  that  (like  Sardis)  thou  fome  Names  hail  lelt 
That  walke  with  Chrijl,  from  all  pollution  free, 
In  thofe  white  Garments  that  unfpotted  be. 

I  know  that  like  the  Church  of  Philadelph, 
Thou  haft  a  little  flrength  within  thy  felfe  : 
Gods  word,  and  holy  Sacraments  yet  are 
(As  pledges  of  his  love)  preferved  here. 
And  I  doe  know,  that,  hnce  thou  heretofore 
Didfl  love  the  Truth ;  God  will  his  grace  reflore, 
On  thy  repentance ;  and  in  all  temptation 
Become  thy  fole  fufricient  prefervation  ; 
Yea  make  all  them,  who  now  falfe  boafters  be 
Of  true  Religion,  to  fubfcribe  to  thee ; 
Confefie  he  loves  thee ;  and  to  thee  hath  given 
That  Cities  title,  that  came  downe  from  heaven. 

But,  much  is,  yet  amiffe ;  and  (to  prevent 
Thy  Ruine)  I  advife  thee  to  repent. 
Remember  (oh  !  remember  thou)  from  whence 
Thou  fallen  art ;  and  feeke  by  penitence 
To  rife  againe.     Thy  former  works  renew  ; 
Thy  lately  praclis'd  wickedneffe  efchew  ; 
What  thou  haft  loft,  endeavor  to  regain e  ; 
Hold  fail  that  Faith  which  yet  thou  doft  retaine  ; 
Awake,  and  ufe  thine  utmoft  pow'rs,  to  cherifh 
Thofe  Graces,  which  in  thee  are  like  to  perifh. 
Oh !  doe  it  fpeedily,  whilft  he  doth  knock 
That  opes  the  doore,  which  no  man  can  unlock, 
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And  fhuts,  where  none  doth  open  :  yea  (left,  he 
Come  fuddenly,  and  take  away  from  thee 
Thy  pretious  CandleJUcke)  renew  thy  zeale ; 
And  unto  him  thy  finne,  betimes,  reveale. 

Marke,  to  the  Churches,  what  the  Spirit  faith  ; 
And  purchafe  thou  of  Chrijl  (by  lively  faith) 
To  make  thee  rich,  gold  tryed  in  the  fire, 
To  hide  thy  filthy  nakednefie,  delire 
The  pure  white  rayments  of  his  Righteoufnefle. 
Thy  former  fight,  that  thou  maift  repoffeffe, 
His  eye-falve  take  :  The  conqueft  ftrive  to  get, 
That  of  the  hidden  Manna  thou  maift  eate; 
And  gaine  the  Stone,  inferibed  with  a  Name, 
Which  none  can  know,  but  he  that  weares  the  fame. 

For,  I  muft  tell  thee,  thou  art  run  aftray, 
And  (like  a  whorifh  wife)  haft  caft  away 
Thy  old  affection  :  thy  firft-love  is  gone, 
And  other  friends  thy  heart  hath  doted  on. 
Thou  haft  not  halfe  that  zeale,  which  thou  haft  bore 
To  thy  Redeemers  honor  heretofore  ; 
That  fimpleneffe,  thou  haft  not  in  thy  workes ; 
But,  bafe  diffembling  in  thine  actions  lurkes. 
Some  Doctrines  alfo  are  in  thee  profeft, 
Without  reproofe,  which  God  doth  much  deteft. 
Thou  deft  let  goe  unpunifhed  in  thee, 
Thofe  perfons  that  notorious  finners  be, 
And  impudently  wicked  :  thou  mak'ft  light 
Of  their  mifdeeds,  in  vertuous  mens  defpight. 
Thou  haft  conniv'd  at  thofe,  who  in  the  Land 
Have  with  an  high,  and  an  imperious  hand 
(Like  Iczabel)  oppreffed  and  bereav'n 
The  poore  mans  portion  in  contempt  of  Heav'n. 
Thou  haft  blafphemers,  who  doe  falfely  fay, 
That  they  are  Catholiqties,  (and  none  but  they) 
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Yet,  if  they  heeded  what  their  words  imply, 
Their  owne  Dijiinclion  gives  themfelves  the  L,ye. 

The  Babylonijh  Strumpet  thou  (as  yet) 
Within  thy  territories  dod  permit : 
Who  doth  feduce  Gods  people,  and  thy  Nations ; 
And  make  them  drunken  with  her  Fornications. 
Tho  had  thofe  Hypocrites  that  make  a  fhow 
Of  zealous  hearts,  when  they  are  nothing  fo. 
Thou  haft  thofe  Baalamites,  that  in  the  way 
Of  weake  Profeffors,  Humbling  blocks  doe  lay  : 
And  praclife  cunning  Heights  of  policy, 
To  bring  thee  backe  unto  Idolatry. 

To  trouble  and  diflracT  thee,  they  invent 
Strange  queftions,  doubtfull,  and  impertinent. 
By  needleffe  provings,  by  their  vaine  confutings, 
By  over  nice  diftindtions,  and  difputings, 
And  by  their  multitudes  of  windy  notions, 
They  have  fo  interrupted  thy  devotions, 
So  over-whelm'd  thy  Faith  ;  fo  tired  out 
Thy  knowledge,  (with  flill  running  round  about) 
That  there  is  left  but  little  care  in  thee, 
How  much  decayed  thy  good  manners  be. 

Indeed,  of  thy  loft  Vertues,  there's  a  Fame 
Remaining  flill ;  and  thou  haft  yet  a  Name 
To  be  alive  ;  but,  fome  doe  greatly  feare 
That  thou  art  either  dead,  or  very  neare. 
Though  Laodicea  like  thou  proudly  vaunted, 
That  rich  thou  art,  and  that  thou  nothing  wanted : 
Though  thou  art  happy  in  thine  owne  efteeme, 
And  dod  to  thine  owne  felfe  quick-fighted  feeme : 
Yet,  were  thy  Judgement  cleared,  thou  would d  finde 
That  thou  art  wretched,  naked,  poore,  and  blinde. 
Thou  dod  almod  that  lukewarme  temper  hold, 
Which  neither  can  be  termed  hot,  nor  cold. 

Thy 


342 


Cant.  6.  Remembrancer.  171 

Thy  wickedneffe  is  (well  neere)  growne  as  ripe, 
As  hers,  that  ferved  for  thy  Prototype. 
Nay,  Gods  great  Volume  mentions  not  a  fin, 
Wherewith  or  place,  or  perfon,  taxt  hath  bin, 
But  thou  haft  praclis'd  it ;  and  of  thine  owne 
Haft  added  others,  to  thofe  times  unknowne. 

With  our  firft  Parents,  there  are  fome  in  thee, 
Who  ftrive  to  eate  of  Gods  forbidden  tree; 
And  have  upon  them  fuch  an  itch  to  know 
Thofe  things  which  he  vouchfafeth  not  to  fhow : 
That,  from  their  eyes  true  wifedome  it  hath  hid, 
And  more  endanger'd  them,  then  Adam  did. 

Thou  haft  a  brood  of  Cainites.  that  envies 
Their  brethrens  better  pleafing  facrifiee ; 
And  perfecutes,  and  flanders,  (what  it  may) 
All  thofe  that  walke  not  in  their  wicked  way  : 
And  third  with  greedineffe  to  fhed  their  blood, 
Who  feeke  their  fafeties,  and  effect  their  good. 

There  be,  among  thee,  fome  jud  like  that  Race, 
Who  (being  made  the  Sonnes  of  God,  by  Grace) 
Did  with  mans  female  iffue  fall  in  love ; 
And  thefe  beget  a  mongrell  brood,  that  prove 
The  Giants  of  their  times  ;  and,  thofe,  that  will 
The  meafure  of  the  worlds  mifdeeds  fulfill. 

They  (as  thofe  careleffe  people  did,  on  whom 
An  univerfall  Deluge  once  did  come) 
Eate,  drinke,  and  take  their  pleafure,  without  care, 
How  many  or  how  great  their  follies  are. 
And,  though  a  Iudgement  on  their  head  is  pour'd, 
They  will  not  heed  it,  till  they  are  devour'd. 

As  foone  as  any  Plague  from  us  is  gone, 
We  build  and  plant,  and  in  our  fins  run  on  : 
Or  when  (with  Noah)  bleffings  we  have  had, 
(Indead  of  being  in  Gods  favour  glad) 
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We  doe  in  fome  vaine  mirth  bewray  our  folly ; 
ju  drunken  feaftings,  or  in  games  unholy. 

Since  out  of  beaftly  Sodom  they  were  got, 
Thy  Children  have  among  themfelves  (like  Lot) 
Committed  much  uncleannelTe  ;  whence  proceeds 
A  Race,  which  difcord  in  thy  borders  breeds. 

Like  Lab (i7i,  many  wickedly  detaine 
The  workmans  hire  ;  and  make  unlawful!  gaine 
From  their  owne  Children.     Some  (with  Lfinael) 
Are  bitter  mockers  ;  fome  (with  Efaii)  fell 
Their  heav'nly  Birth-rights  ;  &  for  whatd'yee  thinke  ? 
For  worfe  then  porridge  ;  ev'n  for  fmoake  and  flinke. 

We  have  as  mighty  Hunters  (now  adayes) 
As  Nimrod,  and  as  willfull  in  their  wayes. 
Some,  of  their  brethren  merchandizes  make, 
Like  Lacobs  Sonnes,  and  money  for  them  take. 

With  Simeon,  and  with  Levi ;  fome,  pretend 
Rcligiotis  caufe ;  when  for  fome  other  end 
They  doe  project;  and,  maskes  of  holy  zeale 
Doe  often  bloody  cruelties  conceale. 

For  wives,  for  wealth,  and  for  our  vaine  delights, 
We  change  Religion,  like  the  Sicheiiiitcs. 
WTe  have  thofe  fudges,  who  will  (Lit da /i -like) 
Their  brother,  for  his  fault  feverely  ftrike ; 
Deride,  taunt,  cenfure,  and  without  compaffion, 
To  death  condemne  him,  for  the  fame  tranfgreffion 
Which  they  are  far  more  guilty  of  then  he  : 
And  thofe  the  Plague-fores  of  this  Lla/id  be. 

We  have  in  either  fex,  of  thofe  that  are 
As  wicked  as  the  wife  of  Potiphar. 
Ev'n  thofe,  who  fo  wil  flander,  and  accufe  ; 
If  any  to  obey  their  luft  refufe. 

Like  Er  and  07ian,  we  have  wicked  heires, 
Who  rather  would  confume  themfelves,  and  theirs, 
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In  fruitleffe  vanities,  then  part  from  ought 

By  which  their  brothers  welfare  might  be  wrought. 

With  P/iar'o/i,  we  Gods  judgements  do  contemn, 
And  grow  the  bolder,  and  the  vvorfe  by  them. 
When  he  moft  plagued  us,  we  raoft  prefumed ; 
And  finned  moft,  when  we  were  moft  confumed. 

Nor  blood,  nor  frogs,  nor  loathfome  lice,  nor  flyes, 
Nor  murraines,  biles,  nor  botches  can  fuffice 
To  make  our  Nations  their  bad  lives  reforme  ; 
Nor  Locufts,  nor  the  leafe  devouring  worme  ; 
Nor  horrid  darkneffe,  liable  to  fenfe, 
Nor  Haile,  nor  Thunders,  nor  the  Peftilence  ; 
Nor  bringing  us  to  fprings  that  bitter  are  ; 
Nor  fweetaing  thofe  things  that  unfav'ry  were ; 
Nor  ftrange  deliv'rances  by  fea  and  land  ; 
Nor  Gods  protecting  us  with  his  owne  hand ; 
Nor  Quailes,  nor  Manna,  (bleflings  which  be  rare) 
Nor  favours  which  more  ordinary  are  : 
No,  nor  Gods  dreadfull  Anger,  nor  his  Love, 
Can  our  hard  hearts  unto  repentance  move ; 
But,  we  (like  Mgypt)  in  rebellion  be, 
And,  full  as  faithleffe  as  the  lewes,  are  we. 

Among  us,  we  have  wealthy  men,  who  may 
Whole  Groves  difpend  ;  yet  on  the  Sabbath  day 
They'll  gather  flicks.     Ev'n  to  the  Devill,  fome 
With  no  leffe  worthy  facrifices  come, 
Then  fons  and  daughters.     For,  what  leffe  do  they 
W  ho  them  in  wedlocke  wickedly  betray 
To  open  Hereticks  ?  Or,  they  that  make 
Their  mar' ages,  for  wealth,  and  honors  fake, 
Without  affection?  And  (I  pray)  what  leffe 
Doe  they,  who  force  their  children  to  profeffe 
Vnlawfull  trades  ?  There  be  among  us,  living 
Too  many,  that,  ev'n  whilft  the  Laze  is  giving, 
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Doe  fet  up  golden  calves.     Such  men  are  they, 
Who  in  the  Church,  or  on  Gods  Holiday, 
Are  plodding  on  the  world ;  whilfl  they  fhould  bend 
Their  eares  to  God,  and  on  his  will  attend. 

We  have  (our  befl  proceedings  to  withftand) 
A  lannes,  and  a  Iambres  in  the  Land, 
Who  (by  their  forceries)  continue  fhall 
Some  people  of  this  Monarchy  in  thrall  : 
Vntill  a  Plague  (like  Mgyfits  lowfineffe) 
Shall  make  them  God  Almighties  pow'r  confeffe. 

Young  Nadabs  and  Abihues,  we  have  fome, 
That  with  ftrange  fires  unto  Gods  altar  come  : 
Their  dull  devotions  kindled  are  with  flicks, 
And  wither' d  leaves  of  humane  Rhetoricks  ; 
They  offer  up  to  God,  their  vaine  Oration*, 
Compos' d  of  Clinchings,  and  Adnoninations  ; 
Which  he  abhorres ;  with  all  that  frothy  ftuffe, 
Of  which  this  age  hath  more  then  thrice  enough. 

Our  brethren  by  extortion  we  oppreffe  : 
The  ftranger,  (nay,  our  kin)  are  harbourleffe ; 
And  thofe  offences  we  have  Patron  for, 
Which  many  Heathen  people  did  abhor. 

With  Miriam  and  with  Aaron,  we  have  fuch, 
Who  at  their  brethrens  due  preferment  grutch ; 
Hot  fpirits,  troublefome  to  civill  dates ; 
Like  Corah  and  his  rude  confederates. 
Thefe  argue  much  for  pop'lar  parities, 
And  raile  upon  all  civill  dignities  ; 
But  when  they  can  attaine  them,  none  fpeake  louder 
In  their  defence  ;  nor  are  there  any  prouder. 

We  Gailants  have  more  impudent,  then  e're, 
Yong  Zimri,  and  his  Cozhi  did  appeare  : 
And  doubtleffe  we  have  Achans  who  have  hidden 
Some  BabyloniJIi  things  which  are  forbidden. 

For 
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For  ail  the  Land  much  troubled  we  may  fee ; 
And  many  thinke,  it  ihall  not  quiet  be, 
Till  they  be  found.     Reveale  thou  their  iranfgreffions, 
O  Lord  I  and  be  thou  praised  in  their  confejjions. 

We  have,  this  day,  amongft  us,  many  a  Bramble, 
That,  like  Abi?nelech,  knowes  how  to  fcramble 
Above  their  owne  defervings  :  and  (though  bafe 
Vnworthy  flirubs)  durft  arrogate  a  place 
Iviore  eminent,  then  dares  the  nobleft  Plant, 
Whereof  the  Mountaine  Libanus  doth  vaunt. 
By  others  vertues  thefe  afcend  on  high, 
And  raife  themfelves  to  fuch  authority, 
That  our  mofl  noble  Cedars  are  o're-topt ; 
Our  pleafant  Figtrees,  are  befcratcht  and  dropt ; 
Our  Vines  are  fhadow'd,  and  unfruitfull  made ; 
Our  Olives  robbed  of  that  oile  they  had ; 
Yea,  all  our  forreft  and  our  garden  trees, 
By  their  ambition,  fruit,  or  honour,  leefe. 

Thou  nourifht  haft,  and  fondly  doted  on 
Thofe  cunning  Dalilahs,  who  having  won 
Thy  good  refpecl,  doe  practife  how  to  fpye 
Wherein  the  chiefeft  of  our  ftrength  doth  lye  ; 
That  (having  by  their  flatt'ries  lull'd  afleepe 
Thofe  watchmes  eyes  that  mould  our  fortrefs  keep) 
They  may  (unheeded)  fleale  our  povv'r  away, 
And  to  our  greateft  Foes  our  lives  betray. 

Here  want  not  fuch  as  Michah,  who  with  eafe 
Can  make  a  new  Religion  when  they  pleafe  ; 
Come  formes  of  worfhip  proper  to  their  Seel ; 
A  private  Church  among  themfelves  erect ; 
Make  Priejls  at  their  owne  pleafure ;  furnifh  them 
Ev'n  with  their  owne  new-fangled  Teraphim  ; 
And  preach  abroad  for  good  divinity, 
The  tumours  of  their  windy  fantafie  : 
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Nay,  fome  of  them  far  flranger  things  can  doe ; 
For,  they  can  make  their  gods,  and  eate  them  too. 

There  be  of  us,  as  wilfull  Favourites 
Of  wicked  men  as  were  the  Benjamites  ; 
And,  rather  then  we  will  deliver  them 
To  feele  the  flroke  of  Iuftice,  who  contemne 
The  waves  of  goodneffe ;  we  will  hazardize 
Our  peace,  our  fame,  and  our  pofterities. 

We  have  thofe  Prophets  who  (with  Balam)  know 
Gods  pleafure,  and  what  way  they  ought  to  goe  : 
And,  yet,  will  for  preferment  doe  their  bed, 
That  they  his  plaine  revealed  Will  may  wreft. 
And  though  they  are,  perhaps,  afham'd  to  fay 
Their  mindes  in  publique,  clofely  they'll  betray 
The  Lords  inheritance ;  and  Scripture  proofe 
Inferre  for  all  things  to  their  owne  behoofe. 

If  of  the  pop'lar  faction  thefe  become, 
And  thinke  fome  gaine  may  be  atchieved  from 
That  fide ;  Gods  word  they  will  produce  for  thofe 
That  would  difloyally  their  King  oppofe  : 
If  by  the  Prince  advantage  may  be  had, 
Then,  God  himfelfe  an  inflrument  is  made 
To  warrantize  their  claimes ;  and,  Tyranny, 
Shall  proved  be  a  lawfull  Monarchy. 

As  rafli  as  Icphtha,  in  our  vowes  are  we ; 
As  Ehuds  gift,  fuch  oft  our  prefents  be. 
In  entertainments  fome  like  Iael  are  ; 
And,  in  their  complements  may  well  compare 
With  bloody  Ioab :  for,  they  make  their  table 
Become  a  fnare  :  and  (when  moil  ferviceable 
They  doe  appeare)  unheeded,  they  unfheath 
Some  fatall  inflrument,  that  wounds  to  death. 

Like  old  indulgent  Eli,  fome  connive 
At  all  the  fins,  in  which  their  children  live  : 

Nay, 
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Nay,  glory  in  their  lewdneffe ;  and  maintaine 

In  them  thofe  follies,  which  they  mould  reftraine ; 

Till  their  owne  ihame,  and  their  undoing  followes, 

And  their  wilde  brood  be  tamed  at  the  Gallowes. 

Nor  were  the  fonnes  of  Eli,  heretofore 

More  wanton  at  the  Tabernacle  doore, 

Then  fome  young  Priefls  of  ours  ;  whom  to  correct, 

The  Fathers  of  our  Church  fo  much  neglect, 

That  if  they  long  connive  as  they  have  done, 

The  glory  of  our  ffr'el  will  be  gone. 

Like  thofe  PhiliJUans,  whofe  advice  it  was 
To  fixe  God's  Arke,  and  Dagon,  in  one  place, 
We  have  too  many  ;  and,  they  cannot  fee, 
Why  God  and  Baal,  in  one,  mould  not  agree. 
But,  when  they  raife  their  Idol  in  thefe  Lands, 
Lord,  let  it  fall,  and  lofe  both  head  and  hands. 

We  are  as  curious  as  the  BethJJiemiies, 
And  long  as  much  to  fee  forbidden  fights : 
Like  thofe  of  Ekron,  we  profeffe  to  know 
The  trueft  God,  and  whence  our  troubles  grow  : 
Yet,  are  fo  ftupid,  that  we  Height  his  Grace, 
And,  fend  him  from  us,  to  another  place. 
Yea,  like  the  Gadarens,  we  for  our  Swine, 
Would  banifh  Chrijl,  and  Height  his  love  divine/ 

With  Said,  we  doe  neglect  what  fhould  be  done ; 
And  facrifice,  when  God  requireth  none. 
Fat  Sheepe  and  Oxen  we  prefer  before 
Obedience  to  the  Lord  ;  and  follow  more 
Our  will  then  his.     When  God  faith  kill,  we  fpare, 
And  where  he  bids,  be  kinde,  Ave  cruell  are. 
No  love,  no  kindneffe,  no  hncerity, 
No  tokens  of  unfained  piety 
Can  flay  our  furies,  or  divert  our  mind, 
When  we  are  once  malicioufly  enclin'd. 

Goliah  - 
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Goliak  like,  Gods  army  fome  contenine  ; 
With  Rdbjhakch,  fome  others  doe  blafpheme  ; 
Some  curfe  (with  Shimei)  Gods  befl  beloved  ; 
As  caufelefly,  to  grieve  them  they  are  moved, 
And  are  of  gaine  as  greedy.     For,  if  they 
Have  but  an  ufeleffe  Groome  efeap'd  away, 
(Or  loft  a  bead)  for  fuch  a  petty  prife, 
They  would  not  ftick  their  lives  to  hazardize. 

We  have  thofe  Michols,  which  will  fcoffe  &  flout 
At  fuch  as  are  moft  zealoufly  devout. 
We  have  thofe  dog-like  Docgs  in  our  Courts, 
That  gladly  heare  and  utter  all  reports, 
To  difadvantage  them,  whofe  wayes  are  pure, 
And  cannot  their  impieties  endure. 

We  have  thofe  Nabals,  upon  whom  all  coft, 
All  curtefies,  and  kindneffes  are  loft. 
We  have  (like  Vzzah)  thofe  that  dare  to  touch 
Gods  holy  Arke.     Nay,  we  have  worfe  then  fuch, 
£v 'n  thofe  that  rob  it ;  and  themfelves  adorne 
With  levvels,  from  the  Santtuary  torne. 

With  David,  fome  have  thought  their  fins  to  hide ; 
And,  their  Adulteries,  in  Murther  dy'd. 
Officious  knaves  (like  Ziba)  we  have  fome, 
Who  by  their  Majkrs  falls,  to  greatnefie  come  ; 
And  (though  they  did  men  innocent  betray) 
Without  reproving,  they  doe  paffe  away. 

We  have  thofe  wicked  Amnions,  who  defile 
Their  fillers.     And,  to  lay  a  cunning  wile 
For  helping  their  companions  to  a  drab, 
We  have  more  fubtiie  Bauds  then  Ionadab. 

Thofe  difobedient  Abfoloms  there  be 
Among  us  here,  that  with  to  feeke  and  fee 
Their  Parents  death  ;  like  him,  they  can  conceale 
Their  ends,  till  they  (by  faire  diffembling)  fteale 

Mens 
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Mens  hearts  away  ;  and  then  abufe  them  fo, 
That  all  feemes  juft,  and  honell  which  they  doe. 

We  have  Achitophels,  that  are  as  wife 
Againft  Gods  honor,  projects  to  devife, 
As  if  the  Delphian  Oracle  were  fought : 
But,  ftill  in  their  owne  pit-fals  they  are  caught. 
For,  he  that  honed  purpofes  doth  bleffe, 
Converts  their  wifedome  into  foolifhneffe. 

We  have  with  Solomon  (though  none  fo  wife) 
Men  wonne  by  women  to  Idolatries. 
With  Ieroboam,  we  have  thofe  who  drive 
A  fettled  temp'rall  fortune  to  contrive 
By  ruining  Religion  ;  and  to  win 
An  outward  peace,  by  tolerating  fin  : 
Not  heeding  that  a  greatneffe  fo  procur'd, 
Hath  feldome  to  a  third  defcent  endur'd. 
To  ferve  an  Idoll  we  like  him  proceed. 
Although  Gods  Meffengers  reprove  the  deed. 
And  though  our  arme  be  wither'd,  for  our  fin, 
Our  obdinacies  we  continue  in. 

We  want  not  Rehcboams  Counfellors, 
Whofe  unexperiene'd  Policy  prefers 
Harfh  courfes,  rather  then  a  calme  proceeding ; 
When  times  are  troublefome,  &  dangers  breeding. 

We  have  (with  Ahab)  thofe  who  covet  fo 
Their  neighbours  Vineyard,  that  they  fullen  grow. 
And  can  nor  eate,  nor  fleepe,  till  they  may  plot, 
How  their  ungodly  longings  may  be  got : 
And  we  have  Iezabels  enough,  to  further 
Their  claimes  by  flanders,  perjury,  and  murther. 
Nor  want  fuch  Elders,  and  fuch  Nobles  here, 
As  thofe  that  Citizens  with  Naboth  were. 
For  mould  (as  God  forbid)  our  faithfull  King, 
Defire  to  compaffe  any  lawleffe  thing, 

Or 
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Or  fceke  his  loyall  Subjecls  to  bereave 

Of  what  their  Ancejlors  to  them  did  leave  : 

We  have  of  thofe  (I  doubt)  that  would  efTed  it 

According  to  their  pow'r  :  nay,  project  it, 

And  urge  him,  and  perfwade  him,  that  (of  right) 

lie  overthrow  their  lawfull  freedomes  might. 

We  have  of  thofe  (I  feare)  that  would  command 
A  Faft  (like  lezabels)  throughout  the  Land, 
And  underneath  a  maske  of  Piety, 
Proceede  to  praclife  any  Villany, 
Which  might  advance  their  greatneffe  :  and,  I  doubt 
Some  Priejls,  would  helpe  to  fet  the  project  out. 

Yea,  we  thofe  Judges,  and  thofe  Elders  have, 
That  if  a  man  his  neighbours  Vineyard  crave, 
Pie  need  not,  for  his  purpofe,  name  the  King. 
Or  Letters  from  the  royall  Signet  bring 
To  move  the  fame  :  Nor  were  it  neceffary 
That  (to  corrupt  them)  he  Epiftles  cary 
From  fome  great  Lords.     For  if  he  can  but  make 
The  tongues  of  golden  Angels  for  him  fpeake  ; 
Or  get  fome  one,  on  his  behalfe  to  write, 
That  is  but  fervant  to  a  Favourite; 
The  deed  is  done  :  and  they  will  feele  no  fenfe 
Of  others  griefes,  or  of  their  owne  offence. 

We  have  fuch  Prophets  as  Zidkiah  was, 
Who  are  no  whit  afham'd,  in  publique  place, 
To  fpeake  falfe  meffages ;  and  thofe  to  finite, 
That  in  Gods  name  have  fpoken  what  is  right. 

We  have  Gehezies ;  fellowes  that  will  take 
Vnlawfull  bribes  ;  ev'n  thofe  who  fale  doe  make 
Of  what  their  Mafters  fhould  have,  gratis,  done  ; 
And  force  out  fees,  where  they  can  challenge  none. 
Gehezies  did  I  call  this  crew  ?  I  feare 
I  wrong  the  Leper;  for  his  brib'ries  were 

But 
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But  petty  pillages,  to  thofe  rich  preyes, 
On  -which  fome  one  of  thefe  his  fingers  layes. 
He  askt  and  had  a  willing  gratulation, 
From  one  both  rich,  and  of  another  Nation  : 
But,  thefe  extort,  compel,  and  flily  feme 
Vnjuft  demandings,  as  a  lawfull  due. 
From  friends,  from  flrangers,  from  both  poore  &  rich 
Their  fingers  to  be  fcraping  have  an  itch. 
For  making  their  poore  fuitor,  wait  and  pray, 
(When  they  might  have  difpatcht  him)  he  mull  pay. 
For  furly  fpeeches,  and  for  proud  neglect, 
They  muft  be  humoured  with  all  refpect. 
When  to  their  Client,  they  a  wrong  have  done, 
He  muft  not  feeme  to  know  or  think  thereon  ; 
But,  faine  all  noble  thoughts  of  them  to  have, 
Or,  in  fome  other  perfons,  call  them  knave. 
And  bribe  them  ftill,  in  hope  they  may  be  won, 
Yet,  at  the  laft,  be  cheated  and  undone. 
We  have  among  us,  men  as  very  fooles 
As  Net  man  was  ;  who  thinke  Damafcus  pooles 
As  good  as  Jordan :  and  (like  him)  at  home 
Some  ferve  one  God ;  and  when  to  Court  they  come, 
Profeffe  another.     We  have  thofe  that  be 
As  truftleffe  of  Gods  promifes,  as  he, 
Who  in  Samaria's  gate  was  trodden  on  : 
Thefe  may  behold  the  favours  which  are  done 
To  faithfull  men ;  but,  till  they  can  beleeve, 
They  fhall  not  tafte  what  blelnngs  thofe  receive. 
Here  be  like  Haz'el,  thofe  who  feeme  to  hate 
All  tyrannizing,  in  their  low  eftate ; 
Yet,  being  once  promoted,  throw  afide 
All  pity  ;  and  all  piety  deride. 
Yea,  that  which  formerly  they  did  contemn e, 
(As  vilifying,  and  debafing  them, 
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Below  a  Dogs  condition)  they  allow, 

When  to  their  height  of  greatneffe  once  they  grow. 

(If  none  yet  live)  we  had  in  former  time, 
Ev'n  thofe  that  guilty  were  of  Zimries  crime. 
Moft  Officers,  like  lehu,  doe  begin 
Good  reformation,  at  firft  entring  in  ; 
Their  violent  Zeale  doth  feeme  to  fay.  Come  fee, 
How  j uft  i?i  our  proceedings  we  will  be. 
But,  oft  they  prove  meere  Hypocrites,  who  having 
Acquired  meanes  to  colour  their  deceiving, 
Surpaffe  the  woril :  and  by  degrees  proceed, 
Till  they  appeare  the  men  they  were  indeed. 

Like  wicked  Haman ;  fome,  unleffe  they  may 
Infult  and  trample  on  poore  Mordecai, 
Are  fo  diftemper'd  by  their  haughty  minde, 
That  they  nor  pleafure,  nor  contentment  finde, 
In  honours,  riches,  or  in  any  bleffmg, 
Which  they  already  have  in  their  poffeffing  : 
But,  will  purfue,  and  mine,  if  they  can, 
Whole  Kingdomes,  for  their  malice  to  one  Man. 

As  proud  are  we  as  Nebuchadnezar : 
In  feaftings,  as  profufe  as  Balthazar, 
And  as  prophane  as  he.     We  fometime  feeke 
The  god  of  Ekron,  Ahaziah  like. 
Like  Ama?iah  (an  informing  Prieft 
Of  Bethel)  we  have  thofe  that  will  refill 
Gods  Mejffengers ;  and  would  not  heare  them  bring 
Into  the  Court  or  Chappell  of  the  King, 
The  found  of  that  reproofe  or  puniihment, 
Which  to  pronounce  among  us  they  were  fent  .• 
And,  thefe,  perhaps,  when  they  my  Arrand  fee, 
Will  prove  as  bufie  as  that  Prieft  with  me. 
But,  if  they  doe  (as  Amos  faid  to  him) 
Although  I  be  no  Prophet,  nor  of  them 
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That  are  the  fonncs  of  Prophets ;  God  doth  know 
He  called  me  to  this  (-which  now  I  doe) 
From  viler  aclions,  t  lien  from  gathering  fruit, 
Or  folPwing  herds  :  And  1  will  make  purfuit 
Of  what  he  bids  me ;  though  oppos'd  I  ftand, 
By  all  the  Priefls  and  Prelates  in  the  Land. 
And  if  they  contradict,  what  well  is  done 
Their  heads,  at  lafl,  the  fhame  (hall  light  upon. 

Some  Courtiers  now,  like  Daniels  foes,  there  are, 
That  will  object  as  things  piacular, 
The  trueft  Piety ;  and  feeke  to  bring 
Ev'n  thofe  to  be  fufpected  of  the  King, 
Who  ftrive  moft  loyally,  to  keepe  his  Name 
In  honour  ;  and  his  Kingdome  without  blame. 

As  Iudah  had  (in  Zefhaniahs  times) 
Her  Priefts  of  Baal;  the  name  of  Chemarims  \ 
Thofe,  who  the  heav'nly  army  did  adore ; 
Thofe,  alfo,  who  by  God,  and  Malchom,  fwore ; 
And  multitudes  among  them,  who  did  weare 
Fantaftick  Habits :  So,  we  harbor  here 
Some  Shavelings  yet ;  fome  RomiJIi  fuperflitions ; 
To  Saints  we  offer  up  fome  vaine  petitions ; 
Equivocating  Oathes  we  often  take  ; 
And,  we  our  felves,  in  our  apparell,  make 
Deformed,  by  a  skittifh  imitation 
Of  ev'ry  new-found  guife  in  ev'ry  Nation. 
I  doe  not  think  (nor  have  I  ever  thought) 
That  in  it  felfe  it  is  materiall  ought, 
What  fhaped  Robes  I  weare  :  nor  do  I  hold 
That  any  Fafldon,  whether  new  or  old, 
Doth  fo  much  handfome  or  difiigure  any, 
As  it  may  feeme  to  do,  perchance,  to  many. 
It  is  the  Time,  or  elfe  their  mindes,  that  weare 
Such  clothes,  which  make  them  good  or  bad  appear. 

Thofe 
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Thofe  foolcs  who  bring  new  fafhions  firft  ;  and  they 
That  hail  to  follow  them  (and  thinke  it  gay 
And  generous)  are  thofe  unworthy  ones, 
That  bring  fuch  foil}',  fhame,  and  cofl  upon's. 
But,  when  thofe  Garbes  grow  generall ;  then,  we 
That  firft  abhorred  them,  compelled  be 
To  take  them  up  :  left,  our  old  clothes  be  thought 
New  fafhions  from  fome  forrain  kingdomes  brought : 
Or,  left  we  fhould  by  fome  be  thought  to  erre, 
In  being  over  nice,  and  singular. 

Moil  other  people,  both  at  home,  and  here, 
Doe  in  their  habits,  like  themfeives  appeare  : 
But,  wherefoe're  we  come,  we  change  our  fhapes, 
And,  in  our  geftures,  are  all  Nations  Apes. 
True  gravity,  we  fo  are  fallen  from, 
And,  fo  abfurdly  blockifh  are  become ; 
That,  ftrangers  jeere  us,  to  behold  how  foone 
We  get  the  garbe  of  ev'ry  fond  Baboon. 
Yea,  they  are  proud,  to  fee  that  we  condemne 
Our  owne  attires,  by  imitating  them. 
And  I  doe  blufli  to  thinke,  that  our  whole  Nation 
Should  of  it  felfe  admit  a  tranfformation, 
So  fuddenly  (as  oftentimes  we  fee) 
To  imitate  the  guife  of  two  or  three. 

But,  fo  it  is  :  And  at  this  prefent  tide, 
Our  female  Gentry  is  fo  frenchifi'd  ; 
That  we  have  fcarce  a  Gentlewoman  now, 
In  clothes,  more  handfome  bodied  then  a  Cow. 
Thofe  women  who  e'rewhile  were  goodly  creatures, 
Broportion  having,  and  (me  thought)  fweet  features ; 
Doe  looke  as  triple-bodi'd  Gerion  did, 
When  they  in  their  mif-fhapen  gownes  are  hid  : 
For,  either  arme,  in  fuch  a  mould  is  call, 
As  makes  it  full  as  fulfome  as  their  wafte. 
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Their  necks  (land  fneaking  out,  before  thofe  ruffes, 
Which  lie  behind  their  backs  with  wide  mouth'd  pufs 
As  doth  a  peeled  Ewes,  whofe  fleece  unfhorne, 
Was  from  about  her  neck  with  brambles  tome. 
Their  flaring  curies  about  their  fhag-fhorne  browes, 
Doe,  of  the  faireft  Lady,  make  a  bloufe. 
Thofe  demy-skarfes,  they  wreathe  about  their  chaps, 
(Which  may  be  comely  to  forne  eyes,  perhaps) 
Doe  make  them  feeme  as  Antick-like  to  me, 
As  Hags,  that  fent  to  fright  yong  children  be. 
And  I  am  fory,  that  a  foolifli  pride 
Should  make  our  Beauties  their  perfections  hide 
In  fuch  a  masking  fuit.     And  that  a  few 
Fantaftick  women,  fo  great  numbers  drew 
To  follow  their  new-fangles ;  and  befot 
Their  judgements,  by  that  fafhion  newly  got. 
For,  not  rneane  wits  alone  ;  but,  of  the  wifeft; 
(Nay,  of  the  moil  religious,  and  precifeil) 
There  are  great  multitudes  befool'd  in  this  : 
And,  She,  that  of  that  Guife  their  Fait  erne  is, 
(Perhaps)  derides  their  fickleneffe.     For  The 
Is  from  their  minde,  and  from  their  folly  free. 
Nought,  but  her  country  fafhion,  flie  hath  worne  : 
And,  that  which  them  deformes,  doth  her  adorne, 
Yea,  they  have  either  miffed  of  her  dreffe  : 
Or  elfe  the  gives  it  much  more  lovelineffe, 
For  to  my  eye  there  is  fome  excellence 
Which  puts  t'wixt  her  and  them  much  difference. 
And  this  opinion  is  not  mine  alone  : 
For,  fo  much  hath  beene  faid  by  many  a  one. 
Oh  !  fhow  the  fweetneffe  of  your  difpofition, 
In  hearing  me,  and  granting  my  petition. 
Lay  off  your  ftrange  attires,  that  we  may  know 
If  you  be  Englishwomen,  yea  or  no. 

Your 
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Your  monftrous  habit,  each  true  Britaine  lothes  ; 
And,  were  your  bodies  formed  like  your  clothes, 
(Which  God  in  lujlice,  may  effect.,  perchance) 
You  might  go  feek  your  fortunes  out  in  France, 
From  whence  your  new  proportion  hither  came  : 
For,  we  (hall  never  truly  love  the  fame. 
Becaufe,  if  other  men  have  thoughts  like  mine, 
It  would  appeare  to  be  fome  fatall  figne, 
To  fee  our  women  leave  their  native  fafhion, 
And,  turne  themfelves  into  another  Nation. 

But,  let  thefe  Females  goe.     I  hope  that  fhe 
Who  mail  be  mine  (if  any  fuch  there  be) 
What  ever  accident  or  change  befalls. 
Will  ftill  retaine  her  Englijh  naturals. 
More  blame  then  this  might  in  this  kind  be  laid 
On  women  :  but,  unwillingly  I  faid 
What  here  is  uttred.     And,  if  they  had  bin 
In  thofe  attires  that  I  have  feen  them  in, 
I  had  not  on  this  over-fight  reflected  ; 
But,  left  them  to  be  counfell'd  and  directed 
By  their  neare  Friends  or  Husbands.     Yet,  alas ! 
We  have  of  them,  whofe  levity  doth  pafs 
The  fickleneffe  of  thefe  :  and,  they  alone 
Are  oft  the  caufe,  that  thefe  have  fo  mifgone. 
Nor  ever  did  this  folly  more  appeare, 
Then  now  it  doth  ;  ev'n  in  this  very  yeare, 
Wherein  the  Fejlilence  devoured  fo  : 
And,  as  that  Plague  decreafed,  this  doth  grow. 

But,  in  TranfgreffloHS,  how  we  parallell 
The  times  before,  I  will  proceed  to  tell. 
High-priejls  have  we,  who  fend  out  fpies  to  watch 
The  Preachers  of  Gods  word  ;  and  pick,  and  catch 
Advantages  againft  them.     Some  of  us 
Are  like  the  Silver-fmiths  at  Ephefus, 

And 
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And,  for  their  private  lucre  will  contend 
Againft  the  Truth,  and  Herefies  defend. 
We,  Demas  like,  have  thofe  Apoftataes, 
Who,  for  the  world,  forfake  the  Chriftian  caufe. 
And,  fome  there  be,  that  with  Diotrophes, 
Affect  preheminence  in  thefe  our  dayes. 

Some,  like  the  Scribes  and  Pharifes  do  rinfe 
The  Cup  without ;  but,  have  no  care  to  clenfe 
The  loathfome  infide.     Some,  have  arrogated 
Such  Hofaieffe,  that  they  are  feparated 
From  others,  as  a  fpotleffe  Congregation, 
That  is  without  all  blame,  or  prophanation. 

Some,  like  to  thofe,  their  brethren  difrefpecT 
And,  lordly  titles  over-much  affect, 
As  did  the  Icwijh  Rabbies.     Some,  as  they 
On  others  backs  uneafie  burthens  lay  : 
Which  they  themfelves,  to  cary  do  refufe. 
The  Orphane,  and  the  Widow,  fome  abufe, 
By  fhewes  of  piety.     And,  we  have  fome, 
In  tything  Annifeed,  and  Mint,  become 
Exceeding  zealous  :  yet,  have  neither  care 
Nor  confcience,  in  thofe  things  that  waighty  are. 

We  have  our  fev'rall  Brotherhoods  of  thofe, 
Who  ferioufly  do  Sea  and  Land  enclofe, 
(And  practife,  by  a  multitude  of  Heights) 
To  win  unto  their  Seels  new  pro/elites  : 
Not  out  of  love  to  Truth,  or  Charity, 
But  rather  to  advance  their  Herefie. 

Who  ever  all  their  crotchets  doth  embrace, 
Is  inflantly  become  the  child  of  Grace, 
(In  their  opinions)  whatfoever  he 
In  other  points,  or  in  his  manners  be. 
But  whofoe're  he  be  that  fhall  defpife, 
One  branch  of  any  toy,  which  they  devife, 

Is 
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Is  judg'd  a  Reprobate.     Yea,  though  in  all 
The  grounds  of  Faith,  and  in  his  works  he  fhall 
Appeare  unblemifhed ;  they  will  contemne 
His  judgement ;  and  traduce  and  cenfure  him. 
Yea,  fome  of  thofe  there  be  who  have  defcride 
A  tricke  to  know  who  are  unfanclif.de  ; 
Though  they  have  all  the  markes  of  holineffe. 
Nay,  fome  are  not  afhamed  to  confeffe, 
To  know  what  perfons  thofe  hid  marks  do  beare, 
Which  knowne  to  no  men  but  their  wearers  are. 

Like  Ananias,  and  Saphira,  here 
Are  they  that  holy  Brethren  doe  appeare, 
Yet  want  fincerity.     And,  I  could  tell  ye 
Of  multitudes,  who  meerly  for  their  belly, 
Doe  follow  Chrijl     With  Herod,  we  have  fuch 
Who  heare  men  gladly,  till  thofe  Crimes  they  touch 
Which  are  their  Darlings  :  But,  then  mad  they  grow, 
And  what  they  truly  are,  they  truly  fhow. 

Like  Dives,  we  have  thofe  that  ev'ry  day, 
Are  fed  with  dainties ;  cloth'd  with  rich  aray, 
And,  full  as  mercileffe  unto  the  poore, 
That  lye  uncloth'd,  and  hungry  at  the  doore. 

We  have  a  rattle-brain'd  and  wilfull  Crew, 
That  with  a  purblinde  zeale  the  Truth  purfue  : 
And  would  be  found,  were  not  their  pow'r  fo  fmall, 
More  bloody,  and  more  violent  then  Paul, 
Before  his  name  was  changed  :  for,  they  teare 
That  Robe,  whereof  they  doe  profeffe  a  care. 

"We  have  thofe  Nobles,  who  with  Felix,  can 
Confeffe  the  innocency  of  a  man 
Accus'd  before  them  ;  and,  yet  leave  him  bound, 
If  ought  to  their  advantage  may  redound. 

We  have  of  thofe  that  parcel!  ChriJUans  be, 
As  King  Agrippa.     Gtherfome  have  we 

That 
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That  walke  for  company,  they  care  not  whither ; 
And,  fome  that  Height  Religion  altogether. 
Nor  want  we  thofe,  that  while  they  Chrift  profeffe, 
Convert  his  Graces  into  wantonneffe. 

We  are  almoft  as  wicked  as  old  Rome  : 
Of  Herefies  we  are  as  full  become, 
As  Amjlerdam.     Nay,  many  men  have  we, 
That  can  of  three  or  foure  profeffions  be, 
(Ev'n  all  at  once)  although  that  ev'ry  Seel 
Each  other  doth  directly  contradict. 

We  have  an  Elimas,  who  doth  apply 
His  cunning  to  pervert  the  Deputy  : 
Like  Simo?i  Magus,  we  have  Merchants  here, 
That  were  baptized  •  and  yet  without  feare, 
Dare  buy  and  fell  thofe  things  that  holy  be ; 
And  which,  by  Gods  donation,  fliould  be  free. 
Nay,  in  the  gall  of  bitterneffe  they  lye, 
More  deepe  then  he,  from  whom  their  Symony 
Deriveth  name,  for,  he.  in  (how,  repenting, 
Did  crave  the  Churches  prayers  for  preventing 
Of  his  deferving  :  whereas,  thefe  devife 
Quaint  arguments,  their  fin  to  patronize  ; 
Or  make  it  leffe.     Elfe,  by  equivocation, 
Or,  by  their  tricke  of  mentall  refervation, 
They  hide  their  fault :  and  (that  the  fin  they  doe 
May  grow  compleate)  themfelves  they  perjure  too. 

There  be,  that  Mammon,  for  their  God,  adore  : 
That  make  Chrijls  members,  members  of  a  whore  : 
And  ftained  be  with  thofe  offences  ail, 
Whereof  the  Gentiles  were  accuf 'd,  by  Paul. 
We  all  are  guilty  of  much  fraud,  debate, 
Impiety,  uncleanneffe,  envy,  hate, 
Backbiting,  Healing,  pride,  malicioufneffe, 
Difiembling,  murther,  lying,  fpightfulneffe, 
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Truce  breaking,  difobedience,  ignorance, 
Implacability,  bold  arrogance, 
Want  of  affections  naturall,  excefle, 
Inhumane  cruelty,  ungratefulneffe  : 
Blafpheming,  fwearing  ;  and  innumerable 
Tranfgreffions  more,  of  that  ungodly  rable  : 
And,  fome  (when  God  Almighty  poured  hath 
Vpon  their  heads  the  Viols  of  his  wrath) 
Inftead  of  penitence,  encreafe  the  fcore 
Of  their  offences  ;  and,  blafpheme  the  more. 
Nay,  that  we  may  be  partners  of  their  guilt, 
That  have  the  blood  of  Gods  A  now  fed  fpilt, 
With  Pilate  and  the  Jewes,  we  have,  again e, 
The  Lord  of  Life,  both  crucifi'd,  and  flaine. 

Thou  haft,  Oh  Britaine,  ev'ry  thing  mifdone, 
That  Afliur,  Moab,  Amnion,  Babylon, 
Or  any  Kingdome  hath  tranfgreffed  in, 
Which  unto  Piety  a  foe  hath  bin. 
Of  whatfoever  Lfr'el  was  detected, 
For  whatfoever  Ludah  was  corrected, 
Thou  maift  be  taxed  ;  for,  among  thy  Nations 
Are  daily  praclis'd  their  abominations. 
Their  tricks  thou  haft,  to  hinder  and  oppreffe, 
Thofe  men  who  tell  thee  of  thy  wickedneffe. 
Right  fo  thou  doft  debate  ;  fo  (lander  them  : 
Right  fo,  their  juft  reproofes  thou  doft  contemne  : 
And,  though  their  words  are  daily  verifide, 
Yet,  thou  doft  alwayes  wilfully  deride 
Their  admonitions ;  and,  paffe  all  things  by, 
As  falling  on  thee  but  by  cafualty. 

I  doe  beleeve,  and  know,  that,  yet,  in  thee 
Some  Obadiahs,  and  fome  Ezraes  be. 
Some  Courtiers,  and  fome  Nobles  yet  remaine, 
Which  doe  their  true  Nobility  retainc  : 

But, 


362 


Cant.  6.  Remembrancer.  181 

But,  mod  of  them  their  dignity  have  loft ; 

And  can  of  nought  but  painted  Scuchions  boafl. 

As  did  of  theirs,  the  Iewifh  Prophet  fay, 
Thy  Princes  doe  procraftinate  the  day 
Of  thy  Calamity ;  and  will  not  heare, 
Of  that  affliction  which  approacheth  neare  : 
But  of  Iniquity  they  climbe  the  feat ; 
And,  by  extortion  make  their  houfes  great. 

Their  Palaces,  they  feele  and  trim  with  gold, 
Gods  Temples  being  ruinoufly  old. 
On  beds  (more  pretious  then  of  Ivory) 
They  ftretch  themfelves,  and  live  luxurioully. 
The  pafture  Lambes,  and  wainlings  of  the  flail, 
Suffice  not  them  ;  but  they  make  prey  of  all, 
Which  liveth  in  the  wood,  or  in  the  field  ; 
Or  which  the  land,  the  fea,  or  ayre  doth  yeeld. 
Their  lufhious  wines  in  pretious  bowls  they  quaffe ; 
While  Iofeph  is  afflicted  they  doe  laugh ; 
And  fing  unto  the  Violl,  wanton  ftraines, 
While  Syon  in  captivity  remaines. 
They  have  but  little  care  of  Gods  commands  ; 
They  breake  his  yoake,  and  caft  away  his  bands. 
Thy  men  in  honour,  without  knowledge  be, 
Like  beafts  that  perifli ;  and,  difhonour  thee. 
Some  have  afpired  to  their  prefent  heights 
Of  wealth  and  greatneffe,  by  ignoble  Heights  : 
Of  others  houfes,  they  have  got  poffeffion, 
And,  furnifhed  their  chambers,  by  oppreflion. 
Their  wives  and  children,  wafte  in  brave  attire, 
The  poore  mans  portion,  and  the  workmans  hire. 
Their  credits  they  have  pawned,  to  maintaine 
Their  luxury,  their  pride,  or  gaming  vaine. 
And,  by  their  Honors  have  fo  falfly  fworne, 
That  men  their  Idoll,  and  their  oath  do  fcorne. 

Q  2  Some, 
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Some,  have  fo  blufhleffe  and  fo  (hamlefle  beene, 

To  let  their  Coach,  and  foot-cloth  horfe,  be  feene 

At  common  Strumpets  doores  :  their  Favorites, 

(And  they,   in  whom  their  Nobleneffe  delights) 

Are  gamefters,  roarers,  perfons  diffolute, 

And  fuch ;  for  unto  them  fuch  beft  do  fute. 

To  bold-fac'd  Rimers,  Iefters,  or  to  thofe 

Who  make  their  Lordfhips  laugh  with  foolifh  profe, 

To  Fencers,  Fidlers,  Tumblers,  and  to  fuch, 

Who  any  way  their  fenfuall  humours  touch, 

Their  hands  are  prodigall ;  and  thefe  obtaine 

Rich  favours  to  requite  their  idle  paine. 

Their  tongues,  to  fpeake  on  their  behalfe  are  free ; 

When  queftion'd  for  the  fouled  crimes  they  be. 

(Ev'n  fellonies  and  murthers)  but  are  mutes 

In  vertuous  caufes,  and  in  honeft  fuits. 

When  wife  and  painful  men,  have  fpent  their  wealth, 

Their  ftrength  confumed,  or  impair'd  their  health, 

In  profitable  works  ;  and  to  reveale 

Such  things  as  might  advance  the  publike  weale  ; 

Their  labours  (for  the  moft)  are  over-pad 

Without  encouragement ;  foraetimes,  difgrac'd 

By  arrogant  impodors  ;  who  arife 

To  greatneffe,  by  difcrediting  the  wife ; 

Or  broaching  fuch  good  projects  for  their  owne, 

Which  were  by  thofe  mens  indudry  made  knovvne, 

Whom  they  have  ruined.     For,  what  were  fome 

(That  now  to  places  eminent  are  come) 

Before  they  got  aloft  on  others  wings, 

But,  poore  unworthy,  and  ignoble  things  ? 

Nay,  what  (as  yet)  appeare  they  (unto  thofe 
Whofe  good  experience  their  true  value  knowes) 
But  gilded  ignorance  ?     who  having  got 
The  fhadowes  of  the  fubdance  they  have  not, 
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Doe  paffe  for  men  of  worth,  in  their  edeeming, 
Whom  they  have  cheated,  by  a  cunning  feeming. 

Admit  but  fome  of  thefe  into  fuch  place, 
Which  may  afford  them  priviledge,  or  grace, 
To  fpeake  before  their  Prince;  and  you  fhall  heare 
Their  tongues  to  run,  as  if  their  knowledge  were 
As  great  as  Solomons ;  and  that  of  all 
The  plants  ev'n  from  the  Hyfope  of  the  wall, 
Vnto  the  Cedar,  they  could  tell  the  nature; 
And  knew  the  qualities  of  ev'ry  creature. 
They,  Proteus  like,  will  anything  appeare ; 
A  Sea-man,  Ship-wright,  or  an  Enginecre, 
Or  whatfoe're  they  lift :  and  having  bought 
Of  fome  poore  Artifts  ;  or  (fome  worfe  way)  wrought 
Their projecls  from  them,  that  they  may  be  fhowne, 
As  if  the  quaint  invention  were  their  owne: 
(And,  having  gotten  alfo  termes  of  Art, 
To  help  them  in  the  acting  of  their  part) 
To  fuch  opinion  of  themfelves  they  rife. 
That  men  of  founded  knowledge  they  defpife ; 
Deride  experience ;  and,  ev'n  to  their  face, 
The  skill  of  mod  approved  men  difgrace. 

Make  thefe  men  Counfellors,  and  though  till  then 
They  knew  not  halfe  fo  much  as  common  men, 
Nor  had  the  meanes  of  knowing  any  thing, 
But  how  to  ride  a  horfe,  or  take  the  Ring, 
Or  hunt,  or  hawk,  or  caper  :  yet  (behold 
A  wonder)  in  a  moment  they  grow  old 
In  State  affaires ;  and  nothing  doth  concerne 
Or  peace  or  war,  which  they  have  need  to  learne. 

If  any  quedion  be,  before  thefe,  made, 
Of  Merchandife  ;  the  skilfull'ft  in  the  trade 
Are  fooles  to  them  j  and  tis  an  arrogance 
To  offer  to  inftrucT:  their  ignorance. 
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If  armes  be  treated  of,  there's  no  man  knowes 
By  pratftife,  that  which  thefe  men  can  difclofe 
By  contemplation.     And  though  they  have  feene 
No  other  warres  but  thofe  at  Mile  end grecnc, 
Or  Tulle-fields ;  great  Mars  himfelfe,  of  thefe 
May  learne  to  be  a  Souldier,  if  he  pleafe. 

If  any  thing  concerning  Navigation, 
Be  tendred  to  a  grave  confideration, 
Thefe  either  dare  affirme,  or  to  deny 
What  all  the  Majlers  of  the  Trinity 
Oppofe  them  in ;  and  Novices  would  make 
Of  Hdwkings,  Frobijlier,  and  famous  Drake, 
Were  they  now  living.     And,  yet  fuch  as  they, 
The  wreathes  of  Honor  fooneft  beare  away. 

With  empty  Names,  and  Titles,  being  blowne 
Above  themfelves,  they  are  unweildy  growne  ; 
And  greater  in  their  pride,  and  in  their  traine, 
Then  their  confumed  fortunes  will  mainlaine. 
Which  doth  compell  them,  by  unworthy  wayes, 
To  feeke  the  patching  up  of  their  decayes  : 
And,  ftill  in  their  profufeneffe  they  proceed, 
As  if  their  prodigality  fliould  breed 
New  fortunes ;  and,  were  like  thofe  wells  that  fill, 
And  grow  the  purer,  by  exhaiifting  ftill. 

In  feafts,  apparell,  furniture,  and  things 
Of  fuch  like  nature,  many  Chriftian  Kings, 
To  equall  them  fliall  finde  it  much  to  doe  : 
But,  them  they  cannot  very  far  outgoe, 
Vnleffe  they  meane  to  draine  their  fountaines  dry, 
With  Fooles,  in  prodigality,  to  vye. 

Hence  comes  it,  that  the  Rents  and  Royalties 
Of  doings  and  Princes,  which  did  well  fuffice 
In  former  times,  to  keep  in  comely  port 
An  honour'd,  and  an  hofpitable  Court, 

(Yea, 
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(Yea,  and  an  Army  if  occafion  were) 
Can  hardly  now  the  charge  of  houfhold  beare. 
For,  they  muft  either  in  their  large  expence, 
Come  fhort  of  that  profufe  magnificence 
Among  their  Vaffals  :  or  elfe  wafte  away 
The  price  of  many  LordJJiips,  to  defray 
The  coil  of  one  vaine  fupper  ;  and,  from  this, 
With  other  fuch  like  things,  growes  all  amiffe. 
For,  one  exceffe  another  ftill  produces  ; 
One  Foole  out-vies  his  fellow  Fooles  abufes ; 
Vntill  their  wealth,  and  hopes,  and  reputation, 
Be  wafted  in  a  witneffe  emulation  : 
Not  heeding  what  is  taught  them  in  the  Fable, 
That  when  a  Toad  hath  fweld  while  he  is  able, 
An  Oxe  is  bigger,  and  with  eafe  can  finite 
His  pride  to  nothing,  when  it  is  at  height. 

This  over  large  profufeneffe,  they  are  faine 
By  many  evill  courfes  to  maintaine  .• 
By  bribery,  by  griping,  by  the  fale 
Of  Iuftice,  yea  of  Confcience,  and  of  all 
That  may  be  fold  for  mony.     From  hence  fprings 
Deceiving  and  mif-leading  of  good  Ki?igs. 
This,  makes  their  Treafuries  to  ebbe  fo  low ; 
This,  makes  their  Subjecls  discontented  grow  ; 
This,  makes  the  Merchant,  and  the  Tradesmen,  break  ; 
This,  makes  the  arme  of  Jtijlice  grow  fo  weake ; 
By  this,  are  States  unjointed,  by  degrees  ; 
By  this,  their  honour  and  their  love  they  leefe ; 
And,  that  confufion  in  upon  them  fteales, 
Which  mines  ATations,  Kitigs,  and  Commoiwcales. 

From  hence  are  all  thofe  rafcall  Suits  derived, 
By  which  the  common  dammage  is  contrived; 
Hence,  they  (who  by  the  publike  defolation 
Would  raife  themfelvcs)  pretend  the  reformation 

Q  4  They 
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They  purpofe  not :  and,  by  their  faire  pretences 

To  cure  old  grievances,  breed  new  offences. 

Hence  comes  it,  that  to  keep  themfelves  on  hie, 

They  fell  their  country,  and  pofterity 

To  fiavery  and  bondage  ;  caring  nought, 

So  they  have  reft,  how  dearly  it  be  bought. 

This,  makes  the  Grants  of  Kings  become  fo  tickle, 

And  Orders,  and  Decrees  of  State,  fo  fickle, 

That  no  man  knowes  when  he  hath  ought  procured, 

How  he,  of  what  he  hath  may  be  affured ; 

For,  in  a  righteous  caufe,  though  he  proceed, 

And  have  it  ratified  and  decreed, 

By  all  Authority,  that  may  be  gained  ; 

A  Height  fuggeftion  (without  reafon  fained) 

May  fruftrate  make  the  Royall-Confirmation, 

Or  keep  him  in  an  endleffe  expectation, 

Till  he  be  quite  undone.     And,  if  his  foes 

Have  wealth,  (though  no  good  reafons  to  oppofe 

His  rightfull  caufe)  he  may  be  wheel'd  about, 

With  Orders,  that  will  fetch  him  in  and  out, 

Till  he  be  tyr'd  :  and,  neither  fide  is  fure 

Of  conqueft,  till  the  other  can  procure 

No  bribe  to  give.     Which  is  more  wicked,  far, 

Then  thofe  injuftices  which  practis'd  are 

In  heathen  Kingdomes  :  fince,  when  any  there, 

For,  luflice,  or  Injujlice  bribed  are  ; 

A  man  fhall  have  his  bargaine.     And  in  this 

More  juft  they  be  then  many  a  Chriftian  is. 

For,  when  fome  here  are  forced  for  their  owne 

To  give  great  fines,  they  afterward  are  throwne 

From  their  poffeffions,  if  another  come 

To  buy  Injujlice  with  a  larger  fum. 

Oh !  what  a  madneffe  is  it,  for  one  day 
On  earth,  to  foole  Eternity  away  ? 

To 
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To  fell  both  foule  and  body  for  mcere  toyes ; 

And  reall  comforts,  for  deceiving  joyes? 

To  build  their  houfe  with  morter,  which  will  burne 

The  timber,  and  the  ftructure  overturne  ? 

Perchance  before  the  finifhing  be  dune, 

But  (doubtleffe)  e're  the  third  defcent  be  gone  ? 

What  folly  is  it  for  a  man  to  wafte 
At  one  vaine  triumph  (which  an  houre  doth  laft) 
More  then  the  portion,  ten  and  ten  times  told 
Which  all  his  predeceffors  leave  him  could ; 
That,  to  his  prejudice  it  may  be  known e, 
How  haftily  a  rich  man  he  is  growne? 

What  meaneth  he,  who  doth  confume  upon 
One  banquet,  what  a  towne  of  Garifon 
Might  live  a  yeare  withall ;  to  heare  it  fpoken, 
That  fo  much  coft  was  but  a  certaine  token 
Of  his  corruption  ?  And  that  all  the  (lore 
He  wafts,  was  got  by  making  others  poore  ? 
Or  that  the  greatneffe  of  his  new  gain'd  glory, 
Is  of  the  common  wrongs  a  reall  flory  ? 

Who  praifeth  him  for  this  ?  or  who  doth  call 
Him  honorable,  wife,  or  liberall, 
For,  thofe  expences  ;  but  the  rafcall  rable 
Of  Coxcombs,  and  of  Gulls,  that  haunt  his  table  ? 

What  honour  is  it  /  or  what  can  it  pleafe, 
To  be  the  Lord  of  many  Palaces  ? 
To  have  their  Cambers,  and  their  Galleries 
Adorned  with  moil  precious  rarities  ? 
To  feed,  and  cloath,  and  patronize  a  number 
Of  Parafites,  and  of  Buffoones,  to  cumber 
Their  walks  and  lodgings  ?  To  have  ev'ry  day 
Their  fervants  following  them  in  rich  aray  ? 
Rich  (luffes,  with  rich  embroyderies  to  bury, 
To  ride  on  princely  charets  ?  or  to  hurry 

Q5  ^ 


3  a  369 


Bri  ttan's  Cant  6. 

In  gilt  Carochcs?  or  on  pampered  Steeds, 
(From  Turky  fetcht,  or  from  the  Barbary  breeds) 
To  praunce  about  the  ftreets  to  fhow  their  pride  ? 
Or  with  vaine  titles  to  be  magnifi'd  ? 
What  pleafure  is  all  this,  when  they  mall  heare, 
How  loud  the  clamour  founds  in  ev'ry  eare, 
Of  their  oppreffions,  frauds,  and  cruelties  ? 
And  how  the  people  curie  their  tyrannies? 
Their  ftate,  and  their  ambition  to  maintaine ; 
How  many,  oh  !  how  many  to  complaine 
Conflrained  are  ?  Alas !  how  many  a  one 
Have  their  proud  followers  tyranniz'd  upon  ? 
And  of  their  fervants,  what  great  numbers  too, 
Uoe  thefe  by  their  ambitioufneile  undoe? 
The  faces  of  the  poorer  fort  they  grinde  ; 
The  bread  of  Orphancs  (who  the  while  are  pinde) 
They  feed  upon.     The  people  they  have  fold 
For  old-worne  fhooes  :  on  Altars  they  lay  hold ; 
And,  of  each  holy  thing  they  make  their  prey, 
Whereon  their  facrilegious  hands  they  lay. 

The  portion  of  their  brethren  they  devoure ; 
And,  by  ufurping  an  unlawfull  pow'r, 
They  fave  each  other  harmleffe  from  the  lawes; 
And  overthrow  the  poore  complainants  caufe. 

Their  neighbours,  often,  and  their  neareft  friends, 
(To  whom  they  daigne  refpecT  but  for  their  ends) 
Are  fo  engaged  to  uphold  their  pride, 
That  they  their  foolifh  heads  are  faine  to  hide. 

Some  Tradefoien,  for  their  vaine  credulity, 
(Intrufting  to  their  Honors)  now  doe  lye 
Imprifon'd  for  their  aptneffe  to  beleeve : 
And,  what  they  fuffer,  or  how  much  they  grieve, 
Their  LordJIiips  care  not :  For  (except  their  owne) 
Of  all  mens  troubles  they  are  fenfeleffe  grovvne. 

Their 
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Their  houfes,  and  their  lodgings,  ev'ry  day, 

Are  full  of  Suitors,  who  as  humbly  pray 

For  what's  their  owne,  as  if  that  they  were  fome 

Who  to  entreat  for  charity  were  come : 

And  oft  are  anfwer'd  with  fuch  harfli  replyes, 

For  their  compelled  importunities, 

As  if  it  were  an  impudence  or  wrong, 

To  ask  the  debt  which  had  beene  due  fo  long. 

The  Baker  and  the  Butcher,  fometime  ferve 
Great  men  with  bread  and  flefh  untill  they  ftarve 
Themfelves  almoft :  and,  if  they  doubt  they  (hall 
Be  quite  undone  before  it  fo  befall  j 
They  oft  are  glad  to  lofe  the  fumme  that's  due, 
Through  feare  that  for  their  own  if  they  mould  fue, 
(In  ftead  of  recompence)  receive  they  might 
Some  evill  turne,  their  boldneffe  to  requite. 
For,  fome  are  growne  fo  bafe,  that  now  and  than 
Their  Coftermonger,  yea  their  Butierman, 
And  Herbwife  is  halfe  begger'd  and  undone, 
By  fufTring  them  upon  their  fcores  to  run. 

Oh  !  with  what  faces  can  thefe  Tyrants  ride 
Along  the  flreets,  in  fuch  a  height  of  pride, 
As  oft  they  doe,  when  they  are  lookt  upon 
By  thofe  poore  Tradefmen  whom  they  have  undone  ? 
What  joy  have  they  to  fee,  or  to  be  feene 
In  thofe  gay  feathers,  which  have  plucked  beene 
From  others  wings  ;  whofe  nakedneffe  appeares 
To  cry  aloud  for  Iuftice,  in  Gods  eares  ? 

And  what  a  Blague  is  fallen  on  that  Land 
Where  fuch  as  thefe  have  places  of  command "I 
Where  thefe  are  chofe  for  State/men,  what  proteclio 
Is  Vertue  like  to  finde  ?  what  due  correction 
Hath  Vice  where  fuch  controule?  or  what  is  he 
Can  looke  for  Iuftice,  where  fuch  fudges  be  ? 

Would 
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Would  I  could  fay,  oh !  Britaine,  thou  haft  none 
Of  thefe.     Or  elfe  might  name  thee  fuch  a  one, 
As  lawfully,  as  I  might  boldly  do  it, 
For  thy  advantage,  were  I  called  to  it. 
But,  that  authority  which  I  have  got, 
Checks  faults  alone,  with  perfons  meddles  not. 

Thy  ancient  Vertues,  are  not  wholly  loft, 
In  all  thy  families.     Yet,  for  the  moft, 
As  are  thy  Princes,  now,  thy  Gentry  be  ; 
According  to  the  height  of  their  degree. 
They  fpend  their  youth  in  luft  and  idleneffe ; 
In  impudent  prophaneneffe,  and  exceffe  ; 
In  foolifh  complements ;  in  thriftlcffe  games  ; 
And  in  oblivion  do  interre  their  Names: 
Through  want  of  knowledge,  and  that  reall  worth 
Which  fets  the  luftre  of  true  Gentry  forth. 

The  markes  of  Ge?iile-blood,  and  that  which  praife 
Did  thereunto  acquire,  in  former  dayes, 
Were  Iuftice,  Temp'rance,  Courage,  Prudency, 
True  Courtfie,  Meekneffe,  Liberality, 
And  fuch  as  thefe.     Their  Exercifes  were 
Thofe  which  the  mind  or  body  might  prepare 
For  vertuous  practices  :  as  leaping,  running, 
To  handle  Armes,  to  fhoot,  to  fhew  their  cunning 
In  managing  great  Horfe ;  in  ftudioufneffe 
Of  piety,  and  of  the  Sciences, 
Which  we  terme  liberall.     But  now,  alas ! 
Thy  Gentry,  Britaine,  is  not  as  it  was. 
To  be  a  Gentleman,  is  now,  to  weare 
Fantaftick  habits ;  horrid  oaths  to  fweare  ; 
To  whiffe  Tobacco  ;  to  be  drunk,  and  game  ; 
To  do  a  villany,  and  boaft  the  fame. 
To  dare  the  Pox ;  to  talk  with  impudence, 
How  oft  they  had  it,  without  griefe  or  fenfe, 

Of 
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Of  their  mifdoings  ;  nothing  to  profeffe 

Or  praclife,  but  to  live  in  idleneffe ; 

To  quarrel! ;  to  be  infolent,  and  proud ; 

To  cheat,  and  brag,  and  lye,  and  fpeak  aloud 

In  flead  of  fpeaking  reafon  :  to  prefume 

Above  his  worth  ;  unwifely  to  confume 

His  patrimony  ;  faft  and  loofe  to  play ; 

To  borrow,  without  purpofing  to  pay ; 

To  fpend  their  time  in  fruitlefie  vifitations, 

In  beaflly  and  prophane  communications; 

In  telling  and  in  liftning  after  newes  ; 

In  viewing  idle  fights,  or  haunting  Stewes  ; 

With  fuch  like  exercifes  :  as  if  they 

Were  made  to  flutter  all  their  time  away 

Like  Bittterflyes ;  and  lived,  pupofely, 

For  nothing,  but  to  eate,  and  drink,  and  dye. 

Their  nobleft  mark,  is  dieting  a  brace 
Of  handfome  Nags,  to  run  a  fquirting  Race, 
Or  keeping  of  a  caft  of  Norway  Kites, 
To  fhow  them  yearly  halfe  a  dozen  flights  ; 
Or  elfe,  the  feeding  of  a  (linking  pack 
Of  yelping  Hounds;  that  when  difcourfe  they  lack, 
They  may  whole  dayes  together,  prate  a  flory, 
In  which  fome  Dogs,  or  Hauks,  or  Horfes  glory 
Is  magnifi'd  ;  and  him  they  count  a  Clowne, 
That  in  their  folly  is  no  partner  grown e. 

Oh !  would  thefe  lines  had  po'wr  to  make  the  fee. 
How  foolifh  and  abfurd  their  courfes  be  : 
And  that  my  Mufes  now  could  reach  the  ftraine, 
Might  win  them  nobler  thoughts  to  entertaine. 

But,  mine  will  hardly  prove  fuch  Charmes,  I  feare ; 
For,  at  the  very  root  we  rotten  are ; 
And,  where  our  Maladies  their  cure  fhould  have, 
The  dangerouft  infections  we  receive. 

Our 
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Our  Nurferies  of  Arts  are  not  fo  pure, 
But  that- in  them  our  bane  we  may  procure. 
Our  Innes  of  Court  have  loft  their  good  repute, 
By  harboring  of  perfons  diffolute. 
The  Schooles  of  Laiv  are  Sanctuaries  made 
For  Out-tawes ;  and  where  once  our  Gentry  had 
That  nurture  which  enobled  them  ;  now,  there 
By  lewd  examples,  which  too  frequent  are, 
Or,  by  too  great  a  liberty,  we  gaine 
A  habit  in  all  courfes  that  are  vaine. 
And  moft  of  thofe,  of  whom  the  world  beleeves 
Moft  good  (among  them)  are  but  civill  theeves. 

For,  Lawyers,  and  fome  Officers,  in  thee, 
(Which  Miniflers  of  Iujtice  feeme  to  be) 
Have  made  the  Courts  and  Offices,  whereby 
We  ihould  of  wrongs  receive  a  remedy ; 
To  prove  to  us  things  more  uneafie,  far, 
Then  thofe,  for  which  their  juft  complainings  arc. 
So  coftly  be  their  wilde  interpretations 
Of  Lawes  and  Cujlomes ;  and  fuch  variations 
Are  found  in  their  opinions,  that  few  know 
When  they  uprightly,  or  in  fafety  goe. 

If  any  Common  Barreter  will  pleafe 
By  fuits  unjuft  his  neighbors  to  difeafe; 
The  Plea  may  be  maintained,  though  that  all 
His  allegations  prove  untrue  they  fhall : 
Or  manifeft,  by  doubtleffe  demonftration, 
He  purpos'd  nought,  but  wilfull  moleftation. 
For,  Lawyers  will  defend  and  plead  the  Caufe, 
Which  to  their  knowledge  doth  oppofe  both  Lawes 
And  Confcience  too  ;  as  if  they  did  contemne 
His  threatnings  that  pronounced  woe  to  them, 
Who  juflifie  the  wicked  in  their  fin  ; 
Or  him  gainfay  which  hath  not  faulty  bin. 

Ev'n 
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Ev'n  in  our  Court  of  Confciencc,  fome  things  are 
Vnconfcionable.     For,  if  any  there 
Be  cauflefly  complain'd  on  ;  well  is  he 
If  uncondemned  in  the  fuit  he  be. 
For,  this  Defendant  hath  fmall  remedy, 
Save  that,  and  patience,  for  his  injury. 
His  caufleffe  troubles,  and  his  large  expcnce, 
Hath  no  requitall  fave  his  innocence. 
For,  if  all  they  that  are  unjuftly  grieved, 
By  having  cofls  of  fuits  fhould  be  relieved  ; 
Or  if  the  Plaintiff e  fhould  his  Bill  averre 
Vpon  his  oath,  as  ev'ry  Anfiverer 
Confirmes  his  Anfwer ;  many  a  brawling  Knave 
Would  then  be  quiet,  and  that  Court  would  have 
Far  leffe  employment :  yea,  and  were  it  not 
Their  Traverfes  did  knit  againe  the  knot, 
Which  Anfwers  upon  Oath,  almoft  unty, 
Suits  would  not  halfe  fo  long  unended  lye. 

This,  many  Officers  doe  feeme  to  feare ; 
And  therefore  (as  if  Courts  erected  were 
To  make  them  rich,  by  nourifhing  contention  ; 
Much  rather  then  to  compaffe  the  prevention 
Of  wrongs  and  difcord)  they  continue  ftill, 
That  courfe  which  brings  mod  grifls  unto  their  mil. 

If  I  would  make  a  Zibell,  it  mould  be 
By  way  of  Suit:  for,  I  did  never  fee 
A  fcurrilous  Rime  or  Phamplilet,  fo  compact 
Of  (landers  (nor  fo  cunningly  detract) 
As  doe  their  fhameleffe  Bils,  and  their  Replies, 
Who  feeke,  that  way,  mens  names  to  fcandalize. 

They  dare  pretend  (as  if  with  warranty) 
Thofc  things  of  which  no  probability 
Was  ever  feene.     For,  though  they  prove  it  not, 
They  know  the  very  mention  of  a  blot 

Doth 
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Doth  leave  a  ftaine;  and,  that  afperfions  laid 
Suppofedly,  are  often  fo  convaid, 
And  fo  difperfl ;  and  in  difperfing,  will 
Such  new  additions  gather  to  them  ftill ; 
That,  at  the  laft  (although  mofl  falfe  they  were) 
For  truths,  they  told  and  heard,  of  many  are. 

But,  their  Intergatories  have  a  tricke 
Beyond  all  other  Librflings,  to  flick 
An  infamy  on  any :  for,  in  thofe, 
Of  all  which  they  will  cauflefiy  fuppcfe 
Within  their  Bits ;  they  may  the  queftion  move, 
To  whomfoever  they  pretend  mall  prove 
What  they  object.  And,  though  no  proofe  be  broght, 
Nay,  though  it  never  came  within  his  thought, 
That  is  complain'd  againft ;  to  doe  or  fay 
Thofe  things  which  they  object  againft  him  may  : 
Yet,  he  that  is  examined,  or  he 
That  reads  what  matters  queflion'd  of  him  be  ; 
Sufpecls,  perhaps,  (although  he  nothing  knew 
Concerning  them)  that  ev'ry  thing  is  true 
Which  their  Intergatories  doe  imply. 
For,  why  thinks  he  (that  meaneth  honeftly) 
Should  Proportions  of  thefe  things  be  made, 
If  they  no  likelihood  of  being  had  ? 
Or  who  (fuppofeth  he)  hath  fo  abhord 
A  mind,  as  to  fuggeft,  and  on  record 
To  leave  afperfions  (of  deferving  blame) 
On  him,  that  no  way  merited  the  fame  ? 

Yet,  this  is  frequent :  and  this  libelling 
Much  profit  to  their  Common  wealth  doth  bring, 
Who  gaine  by  others  loffes.     And,  there's  none 
On  whom  this  mifchiefe  may  not  fall  upon. 

For  one  example  of  fuch  groffe  abufe, 
My  felfe  I  can,  and  juftly  may,  produce. 

For, 
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For,  fitting  lately  in  a  roome  alone, 

My  owne  occafions  meditating  on  ; 

Tavo  men,  who  talking  at  the  doore  had  bin, 

(And,  as  appeared,  knowing  me  within) 

Made  entrance  and  befought  me  both  to  heare, 

(And  witneffe)  what  they  had  agreed  on  there. 

I  heard  them ;  and,  I  purpofed  to  do 

As  they  required,  being  call'd  thereto. 

But,  mark  what  follow'd.     Twelve  months  after  that 
The  one  of  thefe  (not  well  content  with  what 
His  bargain e  was ;  and  knowing,  I  alone 
Could  teftifie  what  they  agreed  upon) 
Did  in  this  knavifh  cunning  wife  project 
To  make  my  witneffe  take  the  leffe  effect 

Forfooth,  he  makes  me  party  in  the  caufe ; 
A  pitifull  complaining  BUI  he  drawes ; 
Wherein  his  learned  Counfell  did  devife 
Such  Combinations,  and  Con/piracies, 
Such  Plots,  fuch  Pracllces,  and  fuch  large  tales, 
Of  Premifes,  of  Bargainings,  of  Sales, 
And  fuch  like  Heathnijh  fluff e  \  and  his  pretence, 
Was  worded  out  with  fo  much  impudence ; 
That,  furely,  whofoever  came  to  fee 
That  peece  of  Chaunccry,  fuppofed  me 
A  very  cheating  rafcall :  or,  that  I 
(At  leaft)  was  privy  to  fome  knavery  ■ 
Whereas  he  knew,  who  then  did  fo  abufe  me. 
I  blameleffe  was  of  what  he  did  accufe  me. 
Yea,  then  fo  farre  was  I  from  any  plot, 
Or  purpos'd  wrong ;  that  I  had  quite  forgot 
Both  man  and  matter :  and,  but  for  his  Bill, 
Had  beene  (I  thinke)  unmindfull  of  them  flill. 

A  wrong  like  this,  if  any  pleafe,  he  may 
Inflict  upon  me  ev'ry  other  day, 
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With  fafe  impunity.     For,  fuch  as  lie. 
Intituled  Amici  Curiiz  be.- 
And,  many  thoufand  fees  would  quite  be  loft, 
Were  they,  in  fuch  like  fuits  to  beare  the  coft. 
If  I  fhould  here  difclofe  what  I  have  feene, 
The  practice  of  fome  Laivyers  to  have  beene ; 
What  cunning  in  conveyances  they  ufe, 
How  ftrangely  their  Profeffion  they  abufe : 
And  what  a  glory  to  themfelves  they  take, 
When  they  an  evill  caufe  to  thrive  can  make  : 
Or,  fhould  I  here  character  their  Delaycs, 
Their  Errors,  their  Demurs,  their  many  wayes 
Of  hindring  Iuftice ;  their  impertinent 
And  coflly  tedious  Formes;  their  impudent 
Extorting  from  their  Clients  double  fees  ; 
For  Motions,  which  they  willingly  doe  leefe  : 
How  they  doe  move  by  halves ;  how  they  miftake 
(Of  purpofe)  for  themfelves,  new  work  to  make ; 
How  oft  their  Orders  have  by  procreation 
Made  up,  almoil,  the  hundredth  generation  ; 
What  double-tongu'd  Reports,  for  double  fees  ; 
Are  gottten  by  corrupted  Referees ; 
(Who  when  the  truth  is  plaine,  can  coin  a  doubt 
To  bring  againe  the  falfeft  Caufe  about) 
How  fenfeleffe  of  mens  loffes,  griefes,  or  paine, 
They  are  in  all  things  which  concerne  their  gaine ; 
To  what  expences  they  their  Clients  bring ; 
How  they  doe  ride  them  in  an  endleffe  Ring, 
And  prey  upon  them  :  or,  if  here  I  fhould 
Difclofe  as  evidently  as  I  could, 
How  full  of  wicked  bribes,  their  clofets  be ; 
What  brutifh  cruelties  mine  eyes  did  fee ; 
How  many  honefl  Cmtfes  I  have  knowne, 
For  want  of  profecution,  overthrowne ; 

Becaufe 
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Becaufe  our  tedious  formes  of  triall,  ftretch 
Much  further  then  the  Clients  purfe  can  reach. 
How  many  miles  poore  men  are  fore'd  to  come, 
For  trilling  fuits,  which  might  have  end  at  home  ; 
But  that  our  higher  Courts  more  feek  encreafe 
Of  their  bafe  profits,  then  of  bleffed  peace. 

Should  I  relate  with  what  ftrange  tyrannies 
Some  Officers  their  places  exercife ; 
What  partiality  they  fhew ;  what  pride  : 
How  they  infult  on  men ;  how  they  deride ; 
How  big  they  fpeak  ;  how  fcurrilous  they  be, 
In  taunting  and  reviling  men  more  free 
From  vice,  then  they  themfelves  :  Or,  fhould  I  tell 
How  little  tendernelTe  doth  feeme  to  dwell 
Within  their  bofomes,  when  they  do  oppreffe 
The  needy  widow,  and  the  fatherleffe  : 
If  all  thefe  things  I  fhould  infill  upon, 
And  fo  defcribe  them,  as  they  might  be  done  ; 
The  world  would  know  that  all  thofe  injuries, 
For  which  the  Law  appointeth  remedies, 
Are  oft  leffe  grievous  to  the  Common  weale, 
Then  moft,  who  moft  pretend  her  fores  to  heale  : 
And  that  as  little  help  from  them  fhe  fees, 
As  when  fhe  fets  her  Cats  to  keep  her  Cheefe. 
For,  fome  of  them  are  trufty  in  their  kind, 
And  fo,  fome  trufty  Lawyers  fhe  may  find  : 
Yea,  thofe  there  be,  that  in  thefe  evill  dayes, 
Like  Rubies  mixt  with  pebles,  fend  forth  rayes 
Of  Chriftian  pieties  ;  which  do  declare, 
That  fome  remaine  who  yet  an  honor  are 
To  that  profeffion  ;  and,  all  thofe  are  free 
From  being  taxt,  or  blamed  here  by  me. 
The  reft  fliall  beare  their  fhame  ;  for,  they  were  born 
To  be  our  plague  \  and  they  fliall  be  my  fcorne  : 

Their 
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Their  torments  do  afflict  both  night  and  day, 
And  there  are  few  fuch  torturers  as  they. 
For,  of  thofe  wrongs  which  we  by  them  fuftaine, 
We  fcarcely  are  permitted  to  complaine. 
Nor  will  this  Hand  better  dayes  behold, 
So  long  as  Offices  are  bought  and  fold. 
Nor  fhall  I  ever  think  that  any  one, 
Much  cares,  what  right  or  injury  be  done, 
That  buyes  or  fels  an  Office ;  chiefly  he, 
Who  chaffers  that  where  feats  of  Judgement  be. 

For  order  fake,  to  thefe  my  knee  I  bend ; 
Or,  1  to  give  them  titles  can  defcend, 
And  ev'ry  outward  reverence ;  that  fo 
The  place  they  beare,  contemned  may  not  grow  : 
Yet  nobler  far  he  feemeth  in  mine  eyes, 
Who,  by  a  due  election,  doth  arife 
To  be  but  Hcardman  in  fome  Country  Borrough, 
Then  all  thofe  Lordlings  who  have  paffed  thorough 
The  greateft  Offices^  by  giving  pay  ; 
Or  by  fome  other  unapproved  way  : 

When  me  were  fought,  that  Office  they  might  bear 
And  had  it  gratis ;  they  fuch  perfons  were, 
Whofe  worth,  whofe  vertues,  and  whofe  nobleneffe, 
Brought  honor  to  the  feats  they  did  poffeffe. 
With  faithfulneffe,  their  duties  they  difcharged  ; 
No  ancient  fee  unjuftly  was  enlarged  ; 
Or  new  extorted ;  neither  did  they  take 
The  poore  mans  money,  when  he  mone  did  make  : 
For,  by  an  eafie  entrance  they  were  able 
(When  need  required)  to  be  charitable  : 
Their  juft  expences,  alfo,  to  provide; 
And  to  fuftaine  a  comely  port  befide. 

But,  fince  men  fought  out  Offices;  and  thought 
Of  their  owne  merits,  better  then  they  ought, 
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(Intruding,  without  modefty,  to  fit 

Vpon  that  Seat,  for  which  they  were  unfit) 

Since  men  experienced  (by  ferving  long 

In  fome  inferior  places)  had  fuch  wrong, 

That  ignorant  Impoftors  got  poffeflion 

Of  what  pertaines  to  them,  by  due  fucceffion  : 

Yea,  fince  to  facred  Callings  men  are  chofe 

By  them,  that  mould  not  of  fuch  things  difpofe  ; 

What  can  e're  long  expected  be,  unleffe 

It  be  an  overflow  of  Barbaroufneffe  ? 

Since  each  bafe  fellow  (who,  perhaps,  by  Health, 
By  fraud,  or  by  extortion,  fcrapes  up  wealth) 
May  purchafe,  by  his  evill  gotten  pelfe, 
A  place  of  honor,  to  enfconce  himfelfe, 
And  fortihe  his  wickedneffe  withall ; 
What  hope  of  good  proceedings  follow  fhall? 

Since  needy,  worthleffe,  bafe,  &  fhameles  grooms, 
May  fcrue  their  perfons  into  noble  roomes, 
By  meanes  ignoble ;  no  man  muft  expect 
From  fuch  a  Caufe,  to  draw  a  good  Effect; 
Or,  that  he  honor  gets,  who  in  fuch  times 
To  any  honorable  title  climbs. 

He's  but  a  theefe,  that  in  at  window  comes ; 
The  buyer  fells,  and  fells  for  greater  funis  ; 
By  bribery,  he  bribery  defends, 
Of  unjuft  Mammon  he  doth  make  him  friends, 
To  nourifh  Pride ;  or  elfe  to  make  up  that, 
Whereby  poffeflion  of  his  place  he  gat ; 
Without  companion,  he  doth  grieve,  oppreffe, 
And  rack  the  widow,  and  the  fatherleffe : 
All  places,  and  all  things  that  appertaine 
To  ev'ry  place  he  puts  to  fale,  for  gaine  ; 
Yea,  moft  men  of  each  other,  now,  make  fale  : 
Of  their  owne  liberties,  of  lives,  and  all. 

Great 
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Great  Officers  pretending  to  the  gift 
Of  fome  inferiour  places,  make  a  fliift 
To  fave  the  giving,  and,  fo  dearly  fell 
That  their  poore  underlings  they  oft  compell 
To  ferve  without  allowance ;  or  to  raife 
Their  maintenance,  by  fome  unlawfull  wayes  : 
Which  they  muft  countenance ;  or  elfe  contrive 
That  others  at  fuch  doings  may  connive. 
Whereby  thofe  places  held  difgracefull  be, 
Which,  otherwise,  from  fcandall,  had  bin  free. 

Why  then  reproach  we  fuch  with  odious  names, 
Since  they  that  are  the  authors  of  their  fhames, 
(And  thofe  to  whom  bafe  termes  do  appertaine) 
Are  their  great  MaJIers,  who  make  wicked  game 
Of  what  fliould  freely  be  beftow'd  on  thofe 
To  whom  they  ought  fuch  places  to  difpofe  ? 
From  them,  and  their  corruption,  doth  arife 
The  multitudes  of  bafe  enormities 
That  fwarme  among  our  petty  Officers. 
It  is  a  fum  of  mony  that  prefers 
To  ev'ry  place  ;  and  that  makes  knaves,  and  (harks, 
Of  Sergeants,  Waiters,  and  of  Vnder-clarks. 
This  maketh  Regi/krs,  in  ev'ry  Court, 
And  other  MiniJJcrs,  fo  much  extort : 
This  makes  them  feek  out  knots,  demurs,  delayes, 
And  pradlife  many  unapproved  wayes, 
To  make  up  that  which  foolifhly  they  paid  : 
Yet,  in  the  grave,  their  heads,  perhaps,  are  laid 
Ere  halfe  recover'd  be :  and  oft  their  wives, 
(Whofe  portion  bought  thofe  places  for  their  lives) 
Are  left,  with  many  children,  to  a  lot 
Vnpitied  ;  as  they  others  pitied  not. 
For,  many  a  one  of  thefe,  although  you  fee 
Their  wives  and  children  in  apparel!  be 
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As  coftly  as  a  Lords  (that  yearly  may 

Difpend  as  great  a  sum,  as  thefe  did  pay 

For  their  new  Offices)  engaged  are 

To  Vfurers,  for  twice  the  better  fhare 

Of  their  large  Fines  :  and,  fometime  they  undoe 

Themfelues,  their  kindred,  and  their  neighbours  too, 

Hence  comes  it,  that  Receivers,  Bailifes,  Reeves, 
And  other  fuch,  are  worfe  then  common  theeves ; 
And  rack  and  pilf  fo  boldly ;  and  from  hence 
It  flowes,  that  few  fupprefs  their  infolence  : 
Ev'n  from  their  bafe  corruption,  who  do  thrive 
By  fuch  mens  loffe  ;  and  not  alone  connive 
At  their  mifdoings  ;  but,  oft  patronize  them, 
And  from  juil  cenfures  an  efcape  devife  them. 
For  they  that  elfe  would  Furze  and  Brambles  burne, 
Will  cherifh  them,  where  they  may  fave  their  corne. 

Thus,  Britaine,  moil  of  them  have  ufed  thee, 
Whofe  Offices,  by  purchafe,  gotten  be. 
Thefe,  and  a  multitude  of  other  crimes, 
They  caufe,  and  act,  and  fuffer  in  thefe  times  : 
And  are  fo  infolent  in  what  they  doe, 
That  they  dare  praclife,  and  defend  it  too, 
Without  remorfe  of  mind,  or  feeming  fenfe 
Of  being  guilty  of  the  leaft  offence. 

Nor  come  thy  Pricjis  or  Prophets  much  behind 
The  word  of  thefe  :  but,  paffe  them  in  their  kind, 
For,  though  a  learned  Clergy  thou  poffeffeft, 
And  ev'ry  day  in  knowledge  much  increafeft  .- 
Although  I  do  beleeve  thou  haft  in  thee 
Thofe  Guides  whofe  wayes  are  from  reproofes  as  free 
As  are  the  beft  on  earth  :  yet,  thou  haft  more 
That  are  perverted,  now,  then,  heretofore. 

Of  late,  thou  heaps  of  Teacliers  gotten  had, 
Refembling  empty  vapours,  or  a  blaft 
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That  breathes  no  comfort.     What  God  never  ment 
They  publifh  forth  ;  and  come  e're  they  are  fent. 

Thy  peoples  hurts,  they  cure  with  fugred  fpeech ; 
When  there's  no  peace  at  all,  of  peace  they  preach  ; 
Thou  purblind  Watchmen  haft,  and  fome  that  fee, 
As  blindly  walke,  as  they  that  blinded  be. 
Dumb  Dogs  thou  had,  who  fpend  their  time  in  fieep ; 
And,  fome  who  barke,  but  to  affiright  the  fheepe. 
Like  hungry  Carres,  fome  alwayes  gurmandize  ; 
Yet  nothing  can  their  greedineffe  fufiice. 
They  follow  their  owne  wills,  and  their  owne  waies 
They  hunt  for  their  owne  profit,  their  owne  praife. 
They  tread  the  paths  where  common  finners  walke ; 
Among  themfelves  they  mod  prophanely  talk  ; 
And,  at  the  Tavernes  meet,  and  fit  and  fwill 
Strong  drinke,  and  wine,  until!  their  guts  they  fill. 

In  taking  Gifts,  and  compafling  Promotion, 
They  (hew  more  zeale,  and  practice  more  Devotion 
Then  in  their  holy  Callings.     They  delight 
In  Flatteries  ;  and  the  fawningd  Par  a  fit e 
In  all  the  Courts  of  Europe,  cannot  prate 
More  Heatliniihly,  nor  more  infinuate 
Then  fome  of  them.     The  bleffed  Sacraments 
And  holy  Word,  are  us'd  as  inftruments 
To  compaffe  that,  for  them,  which  they  projected  , 
And,  oft  polluted  are,  and  oft  neglected. 
Their  facred  Orders,  are  abus'd  and  made 
To  ferve  them  for  an  Office,  or  a  Trade, 
To  be  inriched  by ;  and  to  that  end 
The  preaching  of  the  Go/pel,  they  intend. 
They  come  not  by  the  doore  into  the  fold ; 
Things  holy,  they  have  often  bought  and  fold ; 
Confpiracies   they  make  in  matters  fowle  ; 
They  prey  vpon  the  body  and  the  foule  ; 

And 
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And,  fat  and  rich,  and  mighty  to  become, 
They  daub  and  plaifter  with  untemper'd  lome. 
With  lies,  and  faire  pretences  they  beguile ; 
And  violate  the  Law  of  God,  the  while. 
His  Altars  they  prophane  ;  they  ftarve  his  flocke ; 
They  make  Religion  but  a  mocking-ilocke ; 
And,  by  examples  horrible  and  vile, 
Caufe  other  men,  Gods  Temples  to  defile. 

There  is  no  avarice  which  theirs  exceeds  ; 
No  malice  which  a  mifchiefe  fooner  breeds  : 
No  pride  fo  furly  as  their  Clergy-pride, 
Except  among  the  Beggers,  when  they  ride.       (broke 

They,  who  but  few  yeares  pafl,  would  halfe  have 
Their  kindreds,  to  have  purchas'd  them  a  cloake ; 
And  in  poore  threed  bare  Caffocks  fought  to  preach 
Beneath  an  Vnder- Curate;  or  to  teach 
The  children  of  fome  Farmers,  for  their  meat : 
And  feem'd  fcarce  worthy  fo  much  grace  to  get, 
Vntill  by  counterfeit  humility, 
(By  fawning  mixt  with  importunity, 
And  gilt  with  fained  zeale)  they  wrought  on  fome, 
To  bring  their  wandring  feet  into  their  home. 
Ev'n  fome  of  thefe,  fo  well  have  acted  out 
Their  parts,  of  feeming  honeft,  and  devout ; 
That  (either  like  to  Michahs  Prieft.  by  leaving 
Their  Patrons;  and  their  hopefull  truft  deceiving  : 
Or,  fome  fuch  likely  wayes)  they  have  acquired 
A  higher  ftation,  then  they  firft  defired. 
They  have  fo  quaintly  humour'd,  and  fo  pleafed 
The  prefent  times;  that,  they  have  proudly  feized 
Supremeft  places  :  and,  now,  over-peere 
Their  heads,  by  whom,  they  firft  advanced  were. 
And  very  profitable,  fure  it  is, 
To  heed  them,  fince  their  metamorphofis. 
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For,  if  thou  mark,  how  {lately  now  they  beare 
Their  lofty  heads  ;  how  infolent  they  are  ; 
How  pitileffe  to  filters  they  become ; 
With  what  contempt  poore  men  be  rated  from 
Their  angry  prefence ;  what  imperious  Lords 
Their  DoclorJJiips  are  grown  ;  what  haughty  words 
They  thunder  forth ;  what  Antichrijiian  ftate 
They  take  upon  them  ;  how  extreame  ingrate 
And  inhumane  they  prove  (ev'n  unto  thofe 
By  whom,  they  from  the  dunghill  firft  arofe) 
Wer't  well  obferv'd  how  flrangely  they  contemne 
Their  ancient  friends ;  and  twixt  themfelves,  &  them, 
What  diftances  they  fet ;  or,  to  their  kin 
How  harfh  and  evill  natur'd  they  have  bin  ; 
(Except  to  thofe,  that  having  meanes  to  rife 
As  well  as  they,  their  folly  do  defpife.) 

Wer't  knowne,  what  felfe  opinion  they  have  got 
Of  their  owne  worths  ;  how  they  themfelves  befot 
With  arrogance;  how  peevifh,  and  unquiet 
They  be  in  their  attendance,  and  their  diet ; 
In  fmall  or  trifling  matters  how  fevere ; 
In  thofe  which  of  the  greateft  moment  are, 
How  careleffe  grown  :  how  envious  of  the  grace 
Or  gifts  beftow'd  on  thofe,  in  meaner  place. 

Were  notice  alfo  taken,  with  what  ftraine 
Of  pride  and  loftineffe,  they  entertaine 
Their  brethren  of  the  Clergv,  when  they  are 
By  any  fummons  called  to  appeare 
Before  their  LordJJiips ;  with  what  Pope  like  phrafe 
They  feek  to  terrifie,  and  to  amaze 
Their  humble  Suppliants ;  with  what  balde  conceits 
They  vent  their  humors,  that  the  crew  which  waits 
To  claw  and  footh  fuch  follyes,  may  begin 
(In  ftead  of  fome  applanfe)  to  fleere,  and  grin. 
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How  tartly  they  can  chide,  and  raile,  and  play, 
And  jeft  on  thofe,  who  but  the  other  day 
Did  equall  them  in  tempr'all  dignities  • 
And  are  more  worthy,  though  lefs  high  they  rife. 
Were  thefe  things  heeded,  and  fome  paffages 
Which  name  I  could,  as  worthy  note  as  thefe ; 
A  man  would  hardly  think,  that  thefe  had  beene 
Thofe  Priejls,  who  but  a  while  before  were  fecne 
So  beggerly,  and  fo  expos'd  to  fcorne ; 
But,  that,  they  had  (at  lead)  beene  Prelates  borne. 
None  could  have  thought  that  thefe  me  had  bin  they 
Who  lately  did  fo  bitterly  invey 
Againft  the  pride  Epifcopall ;  and  plained, 
To  fee  themfelves  fo  fleighted,  and  difdained 
Of  their  fuperiors  :  no  man  would  have  thought 
Thefe  had  bin  poore  mens  children,  who  had  nought 
To  give  them  nurture ;  or,  that  they,  bereft 
Of  all  their  friends,  were  to  the  parifh  left. 
None  would  beleeve,  almofl,  that  any  fuch 
Should  from  fo  little,  rife  to  have  fo  much 
In  fuch  a  Calling;  and  fo  worthleffe  be 
In  their  condition  :  for,  it  feemes  to  me, 
They  little  confeience  make  of  that  Prefeffion, 
Whereby  they  have  thofe  glories  in  pofleffion  : 
Since  then  (me  thinks)  fo  far  they  would  not  fvverve 
From  his  pure  word,  whom  they  pretend  to  ferve. 

Oh  !  pray  that  God  would  make  thofe  watchmen  fee 
What  blots  and  errors  in  their  courfes  be. 
And  that,  by  good  example  they  may  teach, 
What  they  by  word,  unto  the  people  preach  : 
For,  by  their  actions,  many  overthrow 
The  growth  of  that,  which  they  themfelves  did  fow. 
Or  by  their  failing,  or  their  falling  from 
A  Chriftian  zeale ;  make  others  cold  become. 

R2  And, 
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And,  fome  of  thefe  are  thofe,  of  whom  Chrijl  fayes, 
WeJJwuId  embrace  their  words,  but  not  their  wayes. 

But,  many  a  one  will  neither  fay  nor  doe, 
What  we  may  follow,  or  give  heed  vnto. 
Yea,  we  have  now  among  us  many  a  one, 
(That  could  have  fpoken  well)  whofe  voice  is  gone, 
By  growing  over  fat  with  double  Cures  : 
And  pampring  up  themfelves  like  Epicures. 

How  many  Doctors  have  we,  who  before 
They  were  advanced,  from  conditions  poore, 
Were  glad  and  willing  twice  each  Sabbath  day, 
To  preach,  and  all  the  publike  pray'rs  to  fay? 
Yea,  without  any  fhovv  of  being  weary, 
The  Sacraments  to  give ;  to  wed,  to  bury, 
And,  often  in  the  week,  thofe  works  to  do, 
Which  by  their  Calling  they  were  bound  unto  ? 
Of  thofe  how  many  in  thefe  dayes  are  feene, 
That  having  to  promotion  raifed  beene, 
Are  well  nigh  filenc'd,  now  performing  neither 
Of  all  thofe  duties,  for  whole  months  together  ? 

Of  thefe,  how  many  lately  have  I  knowne, 
So  proud,  (or  elfe  perhaps  fo  lazy  growne) 
To  caft  upon  their  hirelings  all  that  care, 
And  al  that  pains,  which  they  themfelves  fhould  bear? 
Vouchfafmg  not  fo  much  as  once  a  day, 
(Though  they  are  prefent)  publike  pray'rs  to  fay  ; 
Or  preach ;  or,  of  the  duties  to  be  done, 
To  eafe  their  Curate,  in  performing  one? 
But  (fitting  as  meere  ftrangers,  or  as  he 
Who  thought  fuch  works,  for  him  too  meane  to  be) 
Take  eafe  and  (late  upon  them  ;  more  I  wis, 
Then  either  needfull  or  befeeming  is. 

Indeed  (when  they  are  any  way  engaged 
By  publike  ftudies,  weak,  or  fick,  or  aged) 
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Sometime  to  eafe  themfelves,  deferves  no  blame  : 
But  having  no  excufe,  it  is  their  fhame. 

How  unbefeeming  is  it,  to  behold 
Our  Dotlors,  who  nor  crazy  are,  nor  old, 
Nor  any  way  difabled,  fave  through  floth,  [both) 

Or  through   their    pride  (or    elfe    perchance  through 
To  leave  that  charge  to  fome  inferior  one, 
Which  is  too  worthy,  to  be  undergone 
By  him  that's  worth' eft,  in  refpecl  of  all 
Thofe  dignities,  the  world  afford  them  mail  ? 
Why  mould  the  adding  of  a  new  Degree, 
Or  larger  meanes  (which  no  additions  be 
To  their  effentiall  worth)  make  wife  men  feeme 
So  highly  praifed,  in  their  owne  efteeme, 
As  to  debafe  that  worke,  for  whofe  meere  fake, 
God's  mercy  them  fo  eminent  did  make  ? 

For,  if  it  were  not  fo,  why  do  they  more 
Neglect  thofe  duties  now,  then  heretofore? 
Why,  in  performing  them,  refpecl  they  fo 
The  times,  and  perfons,  as  we  fee  they  do? 
At  folemne  feafts,  or  in  thofe  places  where 
Mod  honorable  perfonages  are, 
Why  do  they  preach  more  often  ?  why  baptize, 
And  wed,  and  bury,  where  their  living  lies, 
The  richer  fort,  and  let  the  poore  alone ; 
If  what  they  do  for  confcience  fake  be  done  ? 

Alas  !  preferment,  and  the  being  rich, 
Doth  choak  up  vertues,  and  the  mind  bewitch. 
The  daughter  Heights  the  mother.  For  Devotion 
Brought  forth  by  painfull  travell,  faire  Pro/notion  ; 
And  To,  no  fooner  is  Preferment  borne, 
But,  proud  fhe  growes,  and  doth  her  Mother  fcorne. 
They  who  did  much  for  little  ,  now  poffeflmg 
A  great  abundance,  do  require  the  bleffing 
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With  doing  leffe  in  (lead  of  doing  more  ; 

And  marre  with  pride,  what  paine  did  plant  before. 

The  greater  favours  we  from  God  receive, 
The  greater  thankfulneffe  we  fhould  conceive. 
Yea,  when  that  he  advanceth  us  mod  high, 
We  fhould  expreffe  the  more  humility; 
And  think,  that  ev'n  the  meaneft  circumftances 
Belonging  to  his  holy  Ordinances, 
Could  not  with  reverence  enough  be  done, 
When  we  have  all  our  worthineffe  put  on. 

And,  doubtleffe,  when  to  God  nioft  high  we  raife 
Our  hands,  in  offring  up  his  publike  praife, 
The  man  (in  my  opinion)  fitteth  beft 
That  work ;  who  feemes  more  worthy  then  the  reft. 
And  whofoever  fhould  that  act  efchew, 
(Except  juft  caufe  within  himfelfe  he  knew) 
I  know  (how  high  foe're  his  place  hath  bin) 
His  calling  is  dishonored  therein  : 
Or,  if  to  be  affiftant  he  doth  fhun, 
When  any  prieftiy  work  is  to  be  done, 
Where  he  hath  cure :  for  into  others  roomes, 
To  make  intrufion,  no  man  it  becomes. 

God  grant  thofe  men  humility,  and  care, 
Who  otherwife,  in  this,  affected  are ; 
And  fhow  our  clergie  what  uncomlineffe 
Appeares  in  this.  For,  fome  herein  tranfgreffe 
By  other  mens  examples  ;  and  indeed, 
Some  other  men,  by  want  of  taking  heed 
Of  what  they  doe  ;  who  having  weigh' d  the  fact, 
Will  never  put  the  fame  again  in  act. 
Lord  waken  thefe ;  and,  humble  thofe,  I  pray, 
Whom  pride,  or  vanity,  have  led  aftray. 
And  oh  !  ye  houfe  of  Levi,  warning  take  ye ; 
Left  God,  for  times  to  come,  examples  make  ye. 

As 
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As  he  that  Clergie,  your  example  made, 
Whofe  monflrous  pride,  the  age  before  you,  had 
So  great  a  fall.     Oh  !  minde  it,  and  be  more 
Regardfull  of  your  Charge  then  heretofore: 
Left  they  that  fpight  the  Churches  dignities, 
(And  of  her  Dowry  feek  to  make  a  prize) 
For  your  ambitious  pride,  occafion  take, 
On  Gods  Inheritance,  their  prey  to  make. 
So  will  our  Clergie,  which  is  yet  refpected, 
Re  fcorn'd,  become  as  poore,  and  as  neglected, 
As  in  thofe  Countries,  where  their  former  pride 
Hath  made  their  Calling  to  be  viiifide. 

Oh!  leave,  oh!  leave  your  haughtineffe  betimes, 
Your  avarice,  your  envy,  and  thofe  crimes, 
That  are  obferv'd  among  you  :  left  for  them 
God  (hake  the  wall  of  our  Ierufalcm. 
For,  heav'n  and  earth  for  me  fhall  teftifie, 
That  this  my  Mufe  in  nothing  doth  belye 
Your  manners ;  but  that  you  are  more  then  flain'd, 
With  ev'ry  fault  whereof  I  have  complain'd. 
And  as  it  was  their  Priejis  and  Prophets  fin 
That  brought  the  Deluge  of  thofe  troubles  in, 
Which  overvvhelm'd  the  Iewijh  Commonweale : 
So,  if  with  us  the  Lord  feverely  deale, 
Your  fmnes  and  errors  will  enlarge  the  rent, 
Through  which  the  mortall  arrow  fhall  be  fent, 
That  deepeft  wounds.     Oh  !  God  defend  us  from 
Such  judgements;  or,  if  thou  be  pleas'd  they  come, 
Vpon  our  finfull  bodies  ftrike  the  blow ; 
And  keepe  us  from  a  fpirituall  overthrow. 

Excufe  me  worthy  Prelats  ;  and  all  you 
Whom  God  with  large  preferments  doth  endue, 
And  raife  to  honor,  out  of  low  degrees, 
Becaufe  ingrafted  in  your  hearts  he  fees 
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Such  inward  vertues,  and  fuch  outward  graces, 

As  doe  become  your  high  and  holy  places; 

Excufe  me  if  in  ought  deliver'd  here, 

Injurious  to  your  worths  I  may  appeare  : 

For,  not  a  Line  of  thefe  reproving  ftraines, 

To  you  or  any  one  of  you  pertaines  ; 

Nor  need  you  care,  if  any  (hall  apply, 

Thefe  tart  reproofes,  to  blur  your  Callings  by  : 

Becaufe  you  know,  that  none  are  this  way  harmed, 

Who  are  by  true  and  reall  vertues  armed. 

Becaufe  you  alfo  know,  that  fome  have  fhamed 

Your  places  by  fuch  crimes  as  I  have  named. 

I  know  you  will  not  frowne,  though  I  did  fay, 

That  fome  of  Chrijis  difciples  would  betray 

Their  Majlcr  to  his  foes.     Since  this  no  more 

Redounds  to  your  difgrace,  then  heretofore 

It  did  to  his  Aftojlles,  that  he  faid 

How  he  by  one  of  them  fhould  be  betraid. 

None  taxe  you  fhall,  by  meanes  of  this,  but  heady 
And  hairebrain'd  fooles,  that  are  your  foes  already ; 
Nor  would  I  for  the  world  unloofe  my  tongue, 
To  do  the  Vertuous,  or  your  Calling  wrong. 

Let  no  man  gather  hence,  my  Mufe  envies 
The  Clergie,  or  the  reverend  Dignities 
To  them  pertaining  ;  or  dillike  to  fee 
Great  Prelates  raifed  up  from  low  degree  : 
For,  them  I  honor  mofl,  who  from  a  race 
Of  meane  efteeme,  have  gain'd  an  honor'd  place, 
By  true  defert.     And  (might  I  be  as  able 
As  willing)  I  would  make  more  honorable 
Their  holy  Callings  :  and  for  ever  clofe 
Their  greedy  mouths,  and  bind  the  hands  of  thofe 
Who  fpeak,  or  act,  what  might  infringe  their  due, 
Who  in  thofe  places  good  examples  fhew. 
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I  know,  among  our  Bi/lwps,  there  are  fome, 
Who  make  their  outward  honors  to  become 
A  meancs  to  keep  Religion,  and  their  Calling, 
From  being  vilified,  and  from  falling 
Into  contempt :  of  Stiles  account  they  make  not, 
For  their  owne  glory  :  to  themfelves  they  take  not 
Their  Lordly  Attributes  ;  but  to  adorne 
Their  Office ;  and  to  keep  the  fame  from  fcorne. 
Some  fuch  there  are  :  and  for  the  fakes  of  fuch 
It  is,  that  yet  our  Clergie  hath  fo  much 
Of  that  efteeme  which  our  forefathers  left  them  ; 
And  that  thefe  greedy  times  have  not  bereft  them 
Of  thofe  endowments,  which  were  granted  here 
When  Kings  the  Churches  nurfing  Fathers  were. 
From  thefe  reproofes,  let  fuch  therefore  be  free ; 
And  fall  the  blame  on  thofe  that  faulty  be. 

But,  as  the  Shepherds  have  deferv'd  the  ftrokes 
Of  Gods  difpleafure  ;  fo  their  wanton  Blocks 
The  fame  have  merited  ;  and,  blame  there  lyes 
On  all  conditions,  and  fraternities. 

I  would  not  fpeake  what  might  offend  the  Throne 
Of  Jujlice  ;  or  the  King  that  fits  thereon. 
From  all  taxation  let  him  fcape  as  free 
As  he  is  innocent ;  yea  let  him  be 
Vntouched  :  and,  let  ev'ry  vertuous  Peere, 
Be  free  from  all,  that  fhall  be  fpoken  here : 
For,  I  will  ayme  at  none,  but  whom  it  fhall 
Become  an  honeft  Mufe  to  chide  withall. 
In  this,  beleeve  me  Readers.  For,  I  pray 
Forgive  my  bluntneffe.     And  I  dare  to  fay 
The  Court  is  fraught  with  bribery,  with  hate, 
With  envie,  luft,  ambition,  and  debate ; 
With  fawnings,  with  fantafticke  imitation, 
With  fhamefull  floth,  and  bafe  diffimulation. 
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True  Verities  almofl  quite  exiled  thence, 
And  vice  with  vice,  for  chiefe  preheminence 
Maintaineth  wars.     The  moil  profufe  ExceiTe, 
And  Avarice,  one  bofome  oft  poffeffe  : 
The  greater  part  are  of  a  Mufhroome  breed, 
Spring  up  upon  a  fudden,  without  feed, 
Or  plant,  or  graft;  and,  often,  in  one  day, 
(Yea  fometimes  in  a  moment)  fwept  away. 
With  lyes,  they  feeke  their  Soveraigne  to  delight ; 
And  act  their  impudences  in  his  fight. 
They  flay  the  people,  and  their  fiefh  they  teare 
Ev'n  from  the  bones ;  as  cloth  a  greedy  Beare. 
They  cannot  brook  the  mention  of  their  error  ; 
They  drive  out  of  their  mindes  the  day  of  terror. 
Deep  pits,  to  hide  their  mifchiefes  in,  they  make ; 
And  think  that  God  no  heed  of  them  will  take. 
They  live  upon  the  Commons ;  and  yet  grow 
More  fat,  then  others  in  enclofures  do 
And,  that  which  followes  their  encreafing  pow'r, 
Is  but  to  be  devoured,  or  devoure. 

Their  wealth  confifts  of  Projecls :  their  efteeme 
Is  that  which  they  to  one  another  feeme. 
Their  Honors  are  bare  Titles ;  and,  that  ftate 
Which  they  themfelves  do  fancy  and  create. 
Their  Zeale  is  wilfulneffe.  Their  Faith  is  fuch 
As  Reafon  breeds ;  and  moft  times,  not  fo  much. 
Their  Hope  is  fomcthing,  but  I  know  not  what. 
Their  Charity  is  nothing ;  or  elfe  that 
Which  I  fhould  call  Self-love.  Their  Strength  is  in 
Opinion,  and  in  ableneffe  to  fin. 
Their  Wifdome,  and  their  Policy,  (if  we 
May  gueffe  at  things  that  undifcerned  be) 
Is  to  refolve  on  nothing  :  fo  the  Foe 
Shall  never  compaffe  their  defignes  to  know. 

Their 
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Their  Courtefie  (if  men  will  be  content 
To  think  it  may  conlift  in  Complement) 
Is  wondrous  great.     Their  Valour  is  in  oaths. 
Their  greated  Glory  doth  depend  on  cloaths  ; 
In  which  they  are  fo  vaine,  that  ev'ry  morne 
(Almoft)  a  new  attire  by  fome  is  worne, 
Of  fev'rall  fluffes  or  fafhions  :  and  they  dreffe 
Their  bodies,  with  fuch  tedious  curioufneffe, 
And,  fuch  a  multitude  of  hands  there  are 
To  trim  them  (and  their  trappings  to  prepare) 
That  halfe  fo  many,  of  good  workmen,  may 
Ere<ft  a  houfe,  e're  they  themfelves  amy. 

Of  Honejiy  they  fcarce  the  name  afford  : 
For,  mould  I  terme  one,  there,  an  honefl  Lord; 
It  might  be  thought  as  clownifh,  fo  to  do, 
As  it  were  falfe,  perhaps,  to  call  him  fo. 

Gods  holy  Sabbaths,  mofl  among  them,  there, 
Obferve  not  much ;  except  it  be  to  weare 
Their  fined  clothes.     The  Bits' neffiis,  that  may, 
And  mould  be  done  upon  fome  other  Day, 
Axe  then  debated  on,  as  frequently, 
As  thofe  affaires  which  by  neceffity 
Are  urg'd  upon  them.     And,  all  forts  of  men 
(When  they  mould  ferve  their  God)  are  forced  then 
To  wait  upon  the  world ;  to  whom  God  gave 
Sixe  dayes ;  for  ev'ry  one  which  he  mould  have. 

Nor,  thereby,  many  other  mens  unreds 
Occafion  they  alone  ;  but,  ev'n  their  beads 
Are  then  difquieted ;  and  cannot  have 
That  right,  which  both  Gods  Lawes,  &  Natures,  gave. 
Sometime,  they  to  remove,  that  Day,  prepare ; 
Yea,  then  begun,  fometimes,  Removalls  are ; 
And  in  the  Court,  more  Carters,  we  may  fee 
Employ'd  that  day,  then  through  the  Kingdome  be. 

On 
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On  Sundayes  far  more  Coaches  rumble  thither, 

Then  doe  in  fome  three  other  dayes  together  : 

And,  feldome  have  they  leifure  for  a  Play, 

Or  Maske,  except  upon  Gods  Holy-day. 

I  doe  not  think  we  are  obliged  to 

A  InviJJi  Sabbath,  as  great  numbers  do  : 

But  fure  I  am,  from  Piety  we  fwarve, 

Vnleffe  a  Chrijiian  one  we  do  obferve. 

And,  though  to  them  no  fault  it  may  appeare, 

Who  on  fuch  Evenings  do  but  only  heare 

Or  (for  their  honeft  recreation)  view 

The  aclion  of  fome  Enterlude,  or  Shew ; 

Yet,  needs  it  muft  be  knowne,  to  fome  of  thefe, 

That  to  prepare  for  fuch  Performances, 

To  many  perfons  muft  occafions  be 

Of  Sabbath-breaking  in  a  high  degree. 

In  whom  this  fault  moft  lyes,  as  yet,  my  Mufe 
Defcrieth  not :  but,  fure  I  may  excufe 
The  King :  and  if  but  halfe  fo  forward  were 
Thofe  Clergy  men  that  have  his  royall  care, 
To  caufe  him  fuch  enormities  to  fee  : 
As  they  are  thought  in  other  things  to  be 
Which  leffe  conceme  them  ;  he  would  foone  forbid 
Thofe  cuflomes ;  and  as  Nehemiah  did, 
More  hallow'd  make  the  Sabbath.  Nay  if  none 
Of  them  whofe  wifdome  he  dependeth  on, 
In  this  have  mifinform'd  him ;  he  will  prove 
Our  Nehemiah,  and  this  fault  remove, 
When  he  hath  warm'd  his  Throne  :  for  we  have  hope 
That  all  our  Preaches  he  e're  long  (hall  flop. 
But  leaving  him,  I'le  finifh  the  report 
Which  fits  the  greater  number  in  the  Court. 

Religion  they  have  fome,  but  many  care  not 
If  there  the  ufe  or  mention  of  it  were  not : 

Some 
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Some  others  have  divided  it  betweene 

Our  gracious  Sotfraigne,  and  his  royall  Qiieene ; 

And,  till  in  one  Religion  they  agree, 

They  (land  refolv'd,  that  they  will  Neuters  be. 

Oh  !  make  betwixt  them,  Lord,  a  blejfed  Vniou, 

And,  us  partakers  of  thy  My?  Communion. 

Our  Cities  are  as  wicked  as  the  Court ; 
Of  her  tranfgreihons  they  come  nothing  fhort; 
13ut,  rather  paffe  them  ;  if  a  man  might  fay 
That  Infinites  admit  exceeding  may. 
And,  London,  thou  thy  Sifters  all  haft  paffed, 
In  all  the  faults,  whereby  they  have  tranfgrefied  : 
To  thee  alone,  my  fpeech  I  therefore  bend, 
And  will  in  thine  their  follies  reprehend. 

I  know  that  thou  haft  many  foules  in  thee 
Who  truly  zealous  of  God's  glory  be  : 
Yea,  thoufands  that  by  prayers  and  repenting, 
Doe  feeke  thy  peace,  and  labour  the  preventing 
Of  thy  perdition  ;  and,  though  they  indure 
Scoffs,  taunts,  and  injuries,  from  thy  impure 
And  faithleffe  Children  ;  yea,  though  fuch  as  are 
Thy  fhame,  and  markt  God's  heavie  wrath e  to  beare, 
Contemne  and  malice  thofe,  and  ufe  their  pow'r 
Thofe  innocents  to  ruine  and  devoure  : 
Yet,  they  are  thofe  who  keep  away  God's  wrath ; 
And  for  whofe  fakes  he  fo  long  fpar'd  thee  hath. 
They  make  that  pleafing  Number,  who  reftraine 
Thofe  flames  of  Sulphure,  that  confum'd  the  plaine 
Which  now  the  Lake  Afphaltis  overflowes. 
And  when  (from  out  of  thee)  God  calls  for  thofe, 
Thou  feele  it  (halt;  and,  not  unlike  become 
Thofe  Afian  Churches,  which  departed  from 
Their  ancient  love ;  and  are  the  luathfome  den 
Of  Satyrs,  Faries,  and  Bcajls  uncleane. 


Brit  t  a  n's  Cant.  6. 

A  place  for  Zim,  and  lira  ;  a  nefl  for  Owles, 
Night  Ravens,  Vultures,  and  ill-boding  Fowles. 
And,  then,  in  ev'ry  houfe  (as  heretofore, 
When  popifli  darkneffe  fpred  this  Kingdome  o're) 
Men  fhall  be  frighted  with  ftrange  dreadful  noifes  ; 
Deformed  vilions,  and  hobgoblin  voices. 

I  know,  Good-works  in  thee  are  to  be  found ; 
And  that,  above  the  reft,  thou  doft  abound 
In  publike  Charities.  I  know  thou  haft 
All  Cities,  in  this  Kingdome,  over-paft 
In  plentifully  preaching  of  God's  word  ; 
And  that  thou  bountifully  doft  afford 
Large  voluntary  pennons  to  that  end. 
(Yea,  fomewhat  elfe  in  thee  I  might  commend.) 
But  if  thou  take  a  note  of  thy  tranfgreflions  ; 
If  thou  at  thy  Ajfifes,  at  thy  Scffions, 
Or,  at  thy  other  Courts,  obferve,  or  heare, 
How  many  horrid  crimes  detected  are ; 
How  many  filthy  and  abhorred  things, 
God  there  difclufes,  and  to  Iudgement  brings ; 
And  if  thou  think,  withall,  how  many  moe 
Committed  are,  which  few  do  come  to  know. 
Or  heedeft  thou  how  few,  and  worthleffe,  all 
Thofe  works  appeare  which  thou  doft  Vertues  call : 
What  would  they  feeme,  compared  to  thy  fin  ? 
Or  to  thofe  favours,  which  have  heaped  bin, 
By  God  upon  thee  ?  Doth  he  owe  thee  ought, 
Or  haft  thou  done  him  fervices  for  nought? 

Oh  !  L  OND  ON,  hath  he  not  advanced  thee 
The  Mijlris  and  the  Soveraigne  to  be 
Of  all  the  Townes,  and  Cities  of  this  He? 
Hath  he  not  rais'd  thee  many  a  goodly  pile  ? 
Art  not  thou  plac'd  above,  and  they  below? 
Continuing  bleffmgs  doth  he  not  bewow  ? 

And 
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And  many  priviledges,  yet,  deny'd 

To  all  the  Burroughs  of  the  Land  befide? 

Behold,  thou  haft  the  principalleft  Trade, 
And  all  their  Merchants  are  thy  Chapmen  made  : 
Thou  art  the  Royall  Chamber  of  the  King  ; 
Whofe  refidence  doth  wealth  and  honor  bring 
To  magnifie  thy  greatneffe :  Kept  in  thee 
His  Parliaments,  and  Courts  of  Iujlicc  be. 
Among  the  famoufl  Cities  under  heaven, 
God  hath  to  few  a  fituation  given 
For  pleafure,  health,  and  profit,  well  united, 
To  thee  compar'd.  Yea,  God  did  feeme  delighted 
In  thee  to  make  his  Dwelling  (ev'n  among 
Thy  Temples)  by  maintaining  here  fo  long 
His  Harbingers,  and  Ledgers,  to  provide 
Fit  manfions,  for  his  Graces  to  refide. 

Thy  God,  to  be  thy  Husband,  thou  haft  had ; 
And,  wer't  by  him  a  fruitfull  Mother  made, 
So  plentifull  in  Children  ;  that,  they  play 
Like  fwarmes  of  Bees,  about  their  hives  in  May. 

No  place  in  Europe,  hath  been  fo  fupply'd 
With  foule  and  bodies  food  :  or,  fortifi'd 
By  Garrifons,  Forts,  Bulwarks,  and  munition, 
As  thou  art  hitherto  (by  Gods  tuition) 
Without  fuch  charge  or  trouble.     And  the  day 
Will  come,  wherein,  if  any  man  fhall  fay 
What  peace  thou  hadft ;  and,  in  what  plenty  here 
Thy  Children  lived  (without  want  or  feare) 
It  will  not  be  beleeved,  that  a  Nation 
So  bleft,  could  fuffer  fuch  an  alteration. 
For,  as  (by  Seas)  from  ev'ry  other  part 
Of  Earths  vail  circuit,  thou  enclofed  art : 
So,  from  the  fudden  comming  of  invafions, 
And  from  the  many  troubles  and  occafions 

Of 
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Of  Wars  and  wants,  which  in  the  world,  wc  fee ; 
Divided,  alfo,  thcfe  doe  feeme  to  be. 

Such  is  thy  bleft  condition ;  and,  although 
Thou  haft,  about  thee,  of  all  things  enough, 
That  may  thy  pleafure,  or  thy  need  fuffice  ; 
Yet,  all  the  dainties  and  the  rarities, 
The  World  affords,  are  yearely  hither  fent, 
From  ev'ry  quarter,  of  Earth's  Continent. 

Oyles,  wines,  and  fruits,  that  good  &  pleafant  are, 
Swimme  hither  through  the  Straights  of  Gibraltar. 
Cold  Norway,  (or  the  parts  adjoyning)  greets 
Thy  River  with  materialls  for  thy  Fleets. 
Ametica  doth  oft  renew  thy  ftore 
With  Suger,  drugs,  with  gold  and  filver  Ore ; 
With  Ambcrgreece,  with  woods  that  fweetly  fin  ell ; 
And  other  things,  that  pleafe  thy  fancy  well. 

Onnus,  with  Pearle  thy  beauties  doth  adorne, 
The  Silkes  of  Perfta,  in  thy  ftreets  are  worne. 
From  divers  parts  of  Africa,  (and  from 
Cham's  linage  there)  white  Ivorie  doth  come  ; 
And  Apes  and  Feathers.     China,  where  they  printed, 
And  ufed  Guns,  ere  we  thofe  Arts  invented, 
(If  Fryers  be  not  lyers)  doth  impart 
The  fruits  of  their  Inventions,  and  their  Art, 
To  thy  Inhabitants.    Rare  ftones  of  price, 
Sweet  fmelling  gummes,  and  odoriferous  fpice, 
Are  brought  unto  thee  many  thoufand  miles ; 
Ev'n  from  the  Eafterne  Indies,  and  their  yles. 

This  fhewes  Gods  bounty :  and  of  his  compaffion 
Thou  lately  hadft,  (ev'n  by  thy  prefervation, 
In  thy  great  Plagues  remove ;  and  by  his  pitty 
Vouchfafed  otherwaies,  unto  thy  City) 
Such  evidence  :  that  all  men  may  confeffe 
He  did  refpect  thee,  with  much  tenderneffe, 

What 
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What  fhoukl  I  mention  more,  fince,  to  recount 
Gods  benefits  would  doubtlelly  amount 
To  many  Volumes  ?  and  fure  none  is  able 
To  number  that  which  is  innumerable  ? 
This  may  fuffice  (for  this  time)  to  expreffe 
His  bounty,  and  thy  great  unthankfulneffe. 

For,  what  hafl  thou  returned  him,  for  thefe, 
And  all  thofe  bleffings,  which  his  Love  doth  pleafe 
To  fhowre  upon  thee  ?     What  haft  thou  repay'd 
For  all  the  Charges  which  he  hath  defraid, 
(In  fencing,  planting,  and  manuring  thee) 
That  worthy,  fuch  a  Husbandman  may  be  ? 
Thou  haft  faire-feeming  Graces,  I  muft  confeffe, 
But,  they  are  fowre,  and  full  of  rottenneffe. 
Thou  mak'ft  great  fliew  of  charitable  works  ; 
But,  that  hypocrifie  within  them  lurks, 
Which  marrs  their  acceptation.  Thou  haft  built 
Some  CJmrches ;  yet,  art  tainted  by  the  guilt 
Of  Sacj-iledge :  and,  thofe  thy  gifts  that  cary 
The  piouft  fhowes  have  fcarce  been  voluntary. 

Great  numbers,  in  thy  Hofpitalls  are  fed, 
And  lodg'd,  and  cured :  but,  the  men  are  dead 
Who  founded  them ;  and  few  doe  bring  fupply 
To  fuch  good  works,  till  they  are  fick,  or  dye. 
Thou  entertained  Preachers,  but  they  muft 
Speake  pleafing  things ;  or  elfe  away  are  thrufl. 

Thou  haft  of  Paftors,  fome  who  fhewes  do  make 
Of  fo  much  Confcience,  that  they  will  forfake 
Their  Livings  rather  then  it  fhall  be  faid 
Theyle  wear  a  Surpleffe  :  yet,  fome  are  afraid, 
That  moft  of  thefe,  doe  cunningly  conceale 
Much  pride  or  avarice  beneath  their  zeale, 
And  that  their  fuffring  of  a  frfencing, 
Doth  much  more  liberty  or  profit  bring, 

Then 
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Then  two  good  Perf'nages ;  and  that,  thereby, 
Good  meaning  folke  are  brought  to  beggery. 

Thou  haft  redeem'd  fome  Captives ;  but,  it  was 
With  fparingneffe,  and  hardly  brought  to  paffe. 
Thou  planteft  Colonies ;  but  thou  doft  draine 
The  nourifhment  away,  that  mould  mainlaine 
And  fettle  them.   God  grant  fome  be  not  glad 
To  fly e  (for  this)  to  them,  thatfJiould  have  had 
More  helpc  from  thee;  and  in  far  re  Countries  pcrifli, 
Becaufe  thofe  plants  they  did  no  better  nourijh. 

Much  know  thy  people ;  but  (alas)  they  do 
As  if  good  life  belong'd  not  thereunto. 
Stricl  Gofp>ellers  thou  haft,  that  can  profeffe 
Religion,  with  much  formall  holineffe  : 
But  they,  like  Zodoms  apples,  prove  within 
As  loathfome,  as  their  outfides  faire  have  bin. 
Yea,  they  (againft  their  brethren)  oft  are  found 
In  hate  and  pois'nous  malice  to  abound. 

Good  Orders,  Lawes,  and  Cuflomcs  thou  haft  many, 
Cut  very  feldome  exercifeft  any, 
Except  for  private  gaine  ;  or  to  acquire 
Some  Vengeance,  which  thou  doft,  perhaps  dcfire. 
Thou  haft  judicial  Courts,  wherein  I  (heeding 
Their  Lawes)  faw  promifes  of  juft  proceeding  : 
But,  marking  well  their  Formes,  they  feemed,  rather, 
Devices  for  thine  Officers,  to  gather 
Rich  fortunes  by  ;  then  to  afford  redreffe 
For  thofe,  whom  their  oppreffors  doe  oppreffe. 

Thou  haft  a  Magiflracy,  to  maintaine 
The  peace  of  honeft  men  ;  and,  to  reftraine 
The  rage  of  wickedneffe ;  but,  loe  ;  ev'n  fome 
Of  thofe  are  patrons  of  mif-rule  become  ; 
Difturbing  quiet  men,  and  thriving  by 
Befriending  fin  \  elfe  1  have  heard  a  lye. 

Yea, 
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Yea,  fome  arc  famed,  to  increafe  their  living. 

By  cunning  rigour,  mixed  with  conniving  : 

Deceiving  honeft  people,  by  flricTt  fhewes 

Of  punifhing  of  thofe  whom  they  excufe. 

For  when  by  doing  Iuftice  they  cornpell 

A  wicked  man  beyond  their  bounds  to  dwell, 

(Some  think)  their  griefe,  and  lofie,  it  doth  augment, 

As  much  as  lofing  of  a  Tenement. 

Thou  haft  correttion-houfes ;  but  thou  mendeft 
Not  many,  whom  to  chaftcn  thou  pretended  : 
For  thither  they  are  oftener  fent  to  eafe  thee 
Of  them,  or  of  their  pilfrings,  which  difeafe  thee ; 
Then  out  of  Chriftian  purpofes,  to  force 
Such  vagrant  people  to  a  better  courfe  : 
And,  therefore,  are  thy  Suburbs  peflred  now, 
With  beggers ;  yea,  for  that,  fo  large  doth  grow 
The  number  of  thy  vagrant  Rogues  and  Cheaters, 
That  they  begin  to  imitate  their  betters, 
In  Government,  and  Method:  and,  are  growne 
To  have  both  Lawes,  and  Language,  of  their  owne. 

Thy  Children  yeeld  fome  good  conformity 
To  Rules,  and  Precepts  of  Morality  : 
But  moil  obferve  good  orders,  to  enjoy 
Their  own  (late  fafe,  and  to  prevent  annoy 
That  might  betide  themfelves ;  much  rather,  then 
In  true  obedience  unto  God,  or  men. 

Within  thy  Corporation,  I  likevvife 
Have  notice  taken  of  Societies, 
Which  beare  a  goodly  fhew  of  ordering 
Thy  fev'rall  Trades :  and  I  in  many  a  thing 
Theire  ufe  commend :  yet,  fome  of  them,  to  me 
Groffe  Monopolies,  doe  appeare  to  be. 
Which  do  in  fecret,  with  fome  open  fhewes 
Of  Publike  good,  the  publike  wcale  abufe 

Nor 


B  R I  T  T  A  N's  Cant.  6. 

Nor  would  it  be  amiffe,  if  fome  things  were 

More  free,  which  by  their  meanes  reftrained  are  : 

Or  if  the  State  would  better  looke  unto 

Thofe  injuries,  which  many  of  them  do. 

For  when  thefe  Bodies  politick  oppreffe, 

Their  pow'r  doth  make  the  wrong  without  redreffe. 

Their  purfes,  and  continuance,  may  o'rebeare 

The  rightfuH'fl  caufe  (if  fo  they  pleafed  are) 

The  friends,  and  oft,  the  very  noife  they'll  make, 

(Becaufe  a  multitude)  much  hold  doth  take 

For  their  advantages ;  although  the  caufe 

Be  both  againft  good  Confcience,  and  the  Lawes. 

Nay,  mould  the  Common-wealth  her  felfe,  oppofe 
Thefe  Corporations,  for  fome  wrong  that  flowes 
From  their  proceedings ;  it  would  fcarce  obtaine 
That  pow'r  which  could  thefe  petty -wcales  reftraine. 

For,  having  gaine  or  loffe,  accrewing  by 
Their  claime,  which  doth  concern  the,  far  more  nigh, 
Then  that,  oft  feemes  to  touch  thofe  men,  who  ftand 
To  take  the  kingdomes  gen'rall  caufe  in  hand, 
It  makes  them  to  purfue  it,  more  then  they ; 
More  Patrons  to  procure,  more  bribes  to  pay ; 
And,  at  the  laft,  to  conquer,  by  that  courfe, 
Which  makes  the  better  caufe  to  feeme  the  worfe. 

This  brings  to  mind  fome  wrongs  that  I  have  had, 
And  what  account  of  honeft  fuits  is  made, 
If  once  a  greedy  foolifh  multitude 
Vpon  the  right  of  any  doth  intrude. 
But,  left  by  thinking  on  it,  mixe  I  may 
My  private  harmes,  with  what  I  meant  to  fay 
For  publike  ends  :  here  breathe  I  will  a  fpace, 
Vntill  my  prefent  thoughts  I  can  difplace. 
Forgive  me,  Lord,  if  7  have  guilty  beene 
In  this  my  worke,  of  any  private  fpleene 

My 
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My  Mufings  hallow  thou ;  confirme  thy  love : 
Infufe  me  with  thy  Spirit  from  above, 
With  better  things  thenflejfi  and  blood  difcemes  ; 
Infpire  me  7vith  each  Vertue  which  concernes 
The  finiJJiing  of  what  7  undertake : 
Make  profitable  all  that  J fliallfpcake: 
And,  to  thy  Namefome  honor  let  it  be, 
Although  itJJwuld  bothJJiamc  and  mine  me. 


The  feventh  Canto. 


FUJI,  ^/"Himfelfe  he  fomewhat  fpeakes  : 
Then,  of  the  Cities  errors,  makes 
A  larger  Scrowle  ;  and,  therewithal! 
Infer ts  abufes  generall. 

HefJieives  (by  reafon  of  her  fin) 
What  mifery  this  Land  is  in  ; 
What  illfucceffe,  and  what  diflionor, 
Js,  for  her  follies,  come  upon  her, 
jn \  forraigne  parts,  and  here  at  home : 
How fenf clef) e,  alfo, file's  become: 
What  fei? rail  wayes  agaiufil  this  Land, 
God  hath  of  late  flretcht  out  his  hand. 
And,  how  the  blame  for  what's  amijfe, 
From  one  to  th' other fiJiif ted  is. 

By  many  Symptomes,  he  declares 
How  fie ke  this  Commonweale  appeares  ; 
Difputcs  the  late  diflemper  bred, 
Betwixt  the  Body  and  the  Head  : 
And  I  ayes  the  blame,  ivhere  lye  itflwuld; 

Yet, 
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Yet,  therein,  proves  not  over-bold. 

Then  ay  vies  he  at  fome  imperfeftions 
In  Burgeffes  and  their  Elections  ; 
And,  briefly  pointeth  at  the  way 
By  which  our  Cure  effecl  we  ?nay. 

WHen  I  (whofe  lawfully  emboldned  Mufe 
The  faults  and  errors  of  her  time  purfues) 
Have  by  fome  flips,  or  frailties  of  mine  owne, 
Alaid  that  flame,  wch  Gods  good  Sp'rit  hath  blown  \ 
Or  when  fuch  heat  within  me,  waxeth  leffe 
By  fainting,  through  a  nat'rall  wearineffe ; 
Or,  by  that  willing,  or  conftrained  paufe, 
Whereof  my  friends,  or  buf'neffes,  are  caufe  : 
At  fuch  a  time,  when  I  perufall  make 
Of  thefe  beginnings ;  and  ftricl  notice  take 
What  here  is  dared ;  I  oft  find,  as  then, 
Such  feares  in  me,  as  move  in  other  men. 
And,  being  fiefh  and  blood,  as  fraile  as  they, 
I  dagger  in  my  beft  approved  way. 

E're  I  thus  farre  proceeded,  I  was  tyr'd, 
Ev'n  in  this  prefent  worke  (although  infpir'd 
With  all  that  zeale  thereto,  which  you  may  fee 
In  fome  fore-going  Leaves,  expreft  by  me) 
My  heart  was  oft  affail'd ;  and  I,  almoft, 
My  beft  confirmed  Refolutions  loft. 
Yea,  twice,  at  leaft,  fince  I  this  Taske  affaid, 
It  hath,  by  falfe  fuggeilions  beene  delaid  : 
And,  many  painfull  drivings  are  within  me, 
When  from  this  Worke,  Temptation  fights  to  win  me. 

Lord!  (thinks  my  heart)  fomtimes,  what  means  my 
To  make  me  in  this  defp'rate  wife  controule         (Souie 
Thofe  careleffe  Times  ?  have  I  done  well  or  no, 
With  ndls  of  angry  Wafpes  to  meddle  fo  ? 

Hath 
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Hath  he,  or  wit,  or  common  fenfe,  that  flirs, 

A  froward  Beare  ?  or  playes  with  tefty  Curs  ? 

Will  any  think  me  capable  of  Reafon, 

Thus  bold  to  be  at  fuch  a  dangerous  feafon  ? 

Nay,  will  not  all  account  me  mad  to  vent 

Such  Lines  as  thefe  ?  adventuring  to  be  fhent, 

And  be  undone,  perhaps,  to  no  more  end, 

Then  that  whereto  my  Labor  feemes  to  tend  ? 

Doe  I  conceive  the  Times,  or  Manners,  be 

Amended  ought,  by  what  is  faid  by  me  ? 

Am  I,  that  have,  my  felfe,  unwifely  done, 

A  fitting  man,  to  hurle  this  heavy  ftone 

At  other  finners  ?  what  may  many  fay, 

But  that  in  this  I  raile,  or  elfe  doe  play 

The  witleffe  Furte  ?  It  hath  brought  me  loffe, 

(Thinke  I)  already  ;  and  will  finely  croffe 

The  fetling  thofe  affaires  of  mine,  which  are 

Nigh  rip'ned,  with  much  paine,  expence,  and  care. 

And  then  the  world,  and  my  neceflities, 

Begin  to  tempt  me,  by  such  fallacies, 

That  I  halfe  yeeld.  How  wilt  thou  live,  or  pay 

Where  thou  engaged  art?  they  feeme  to  fay. 

By  what,  or  whence,  thy  wants  wilt  thou  fupply, 

If  thou  for  this  imprifoned  fhouldfl  lye, 

Divided  from  thy  friends  ?  or,  on  the  bed 

Of  fickneffe,  fhouldfl  by  God  be  vifited  ? 

Nay,  though  thou  nothing  wantefl ;  yet  thou  haft 

So  univerfally  thy  cenfure  paft, 

On  all  offenders,  (and  it  will  fo  vexe 

In  private,  and  fo  openly  perplex 

Great  multitudes,  fo  many  fev'rall  wayes) 

That,  it  will  make  thee  hated,  all  thy  dayes. 

Where  doft  thou  live,  or  whither  canfl  thou  goe, 

But  there  thou  art  aflured  of  a  foe  ? 

The 


. 


B  R  I  T  T  A  N'S  Cant.  7. 

The  City,  and  the  Coiirt,  thou  haft  controkl, 
With  Commons,  and  with  Nobles  thou  art  bold  ; 
Vnconfcionable  Lawyers  here  are  checkt. 
Thou  doll  forae  faults  of  Clergy-men  detect, 
With  fo  much  evidence,  that  be  thou  fure 
Of  all  the  mifchiefe  which  they  can  procure  ; 
And  that,  not  one  of  them  thy  friend  will  be 
Who  from  thofe  imputations  is  not  free. 

All  they  that  are  notorioufly,  Tranfgreffors, 
All  Schifmaticks,  and  all  our  falfe  Profeffors 
Will  bitterly  oppofe  thee.  And  no  fpight 
Is  like  the  malice  of  an  Hypocrite. 
In  briefe  (excepting  thofe  that  are  fincere 
In  life  and  Doctrine)  no  man  will  appeare 
As  thy  partakers :  And  what  are  thofe  few 
To  that  great  Army,  which  will  thee  purfue  ? 

If  this  dejec~l  me  not,  another  thought 
Is  by  another  way  upon  me  brought  .• 
It  whifpers  to  me,  that  thefe  Lines  will  wake 
Detraction ;  and  that  (he  revenge  will  take, 
For  interrupting  and  reprouing  Sinne, 
That  in  fecurity  would  faine  have  bin. 
Nor,  is  that  now  unpracliz'd  :  For,  there  be 
A  world  of  dogges  already  baiting  me. 
Hypocriiie,  and  Envy  doe  combine, 
With  guilty  Malice,  how  to  undermine 
My  good  Repute,  (that  by  a  dif-refpecl 
Of  me,  my  words  may  take  the  leffe  effect) 
They  compaffe  me  about,  they  watch  my  wayes, 
And  marke  my  fpeeches  (as  good  David  fayes) 
That  if  but  fparkes  of  error,  they  can  fee, 
They  blow  them  may,  till  flames  they  feeme  to  be. 

Let  but  a  foolifh  word,  flip  out  among 
My  common  talkings,  (for  alas !  whofe  tongue 

Doth 


Cant.  7.  Remembrancer.  204 

Doth  never  erre  ?)  they  ftraight  to  cenfure  take  it, 

And,  fuch  a  piece  of  wickedneffe  they  make  it ; 

That,  mould  on  them  a  judgement  fo  fevere 

From  God  be  paft  (or  by  the  world)  I  feare 

It  would  fo  heavy  on  their  perfons  come ; 

That  they  would  think  the  fame  a  cruell  doome, 

If  they  but  fee  me  doe  what  they  fuppofe 

May  tend  to  folly,  (though  my  Maker  knowes 

The  deed  fufpecled,  is  as  far  from  fin, 

As  that  which  I  am  beft  employed  in) 

They  inftantly  a  rafh  conclufion  draw ; 

And  fpeake  their  dreame,  as  well  as  what  they  faw. 

They  fancy  in  their  owne  corrupted  thought, 

What  may  at  fuch  a  time,  or  place,  be  wrought, 

By  evill  minded  folks  :  and,  thereupon, 

Conclude  the  very  fame  by  me  was  done. 

Then  they  relate  it :  and  though  nought  were  feene 

Which  might  indeed  a  likelihood  have  beene 

Of  fuch  an  ac"l ;  they,  by  themfelves  devife 

To  fafhion  out  faire  probabilities 

Of  what  they  fpeake.-  and,  by  the  Devils  aid, 

Acts  innocent,  fometimes  are  fo  betray'd ; 

So  mif-reported  by  the  fpight  of  thofe 

Whofe  wickedneffe,  perhaps,  I  did  oppofe  : 

Yea,  blameleffe  circumflances,  otherwhile, 

Are  fo  miftaken  ;  and  do  fo  beguile 

With  fhewes  of  proving  and  confirming,  that 

Which  was  conceived  by  prejudicate 

And  falfe  opinion ;  that,  it  makes  them  bold, 

To  think  their  fained  flander  may  be  told, 

With  good  beleefe :  then  to  divulge  about 

Their  lyes  (of  me)  they  fearch  companions  out. 

And  as  they  are  of  fundry  minds  who  raife 

Such  Scandals;  fo,  they  vent  them  divers  wayes. 
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If  of  the  forts  they  be,  whofe  open  fin, 
Hath  in  my  Poems  reprehended  bin  ; 
Or  fuch  as  they,  who  daily  guilty  be 
Of  doing  that,  wherewith  they  flander  me  : 
Then,  in  defpight,  or  to  extenuate 
Their  owne  offences  ;  thus  of  me  they  prate. 

This  man  (fay  they)  that  ftrips  and  whips  the  times 
And  doth  fo  thunder  in  his  rayling  rymes, 
(Againft  the  faults  of  others)  is  no  leffe 
Ingulfed  in  the  finck  of  wickedneffe 
Then  he  that's  worft.     His  Dalilah  hath  he, 
And  his  beloved  finnes,  as  well  as  we. 
He  fuch  a  place  frequenteth  ;  he  hath  beene 
Met  there,  and  there  :  him,  we  have  daily  feene 
With  fuch  or  fuch  a  one,  at  fuch  a  feafon  : 
Doe  fo,  and  fo ;  for  which  we  know  no  reafon  : 
Thus  he  is  thought  to  be  ;  and  thus  to  doe : 
Yea,  fome  of  them  will  impudently  to, 
Affirme  they  faw,  what  they  but  mifconceived  ; 
If  they  doe  find  their  (landers  vnbeleeved. 
And  when  they  fpeake  fuch  things,  they  neither  care 
To  whom,  nor  when,  nor  yet  how  falfe  they  are. 

If  they  be  fuch  who  meerely  out  of  fpight, 
Or  envy,  to  difparage  me,  delight ; 
(As  doe  fome  Poetajlcrs)  they  forbeare 
To  fpeake  downeright  (becaufe  they  doe  not  dare) 
And  utter  Parables.    They,  knavifhly, 
Their  falfhoods  to  fome  Truths,  doe  clofely  ty, 
To  get  beleefe.     Things  proper  unto  me, 
They  mixe  with  attributes  that  cannot  be 
To  me  apply'd,  that  fo  they  may  evade, 
When  queftion  of  their  purpofes  is  made. 
They  fpeake  but  halfe  their  matter  out ;  and  leave 
The  reft,  for  thofe  that  heare  them  to  conceive 
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What  they  (hall  pleafe  :  but,  firft  difclofe  they  will 
Enough  to  make  their  bed  conieclures  ill. 
With  words  ironicall,  they  doe  revile  me : 
The  Valiant  Poet,  they  in  fcorne  doe  Rile  me. 
The  Chronomajlix ;  and  when  taxt  they  are 
That  me  they  meant,  their  meanings  they  forfwear. 

When  thefe  applauded  Wits,  have  at  the  Pot 
Some  Novice,  or  fome  new  admirer  got 
Of  their  Strong-lines  (which  warmed  by  the  heat, 
Of  Sack,  or  Claret,  they,  perhaps  repeat) 
Twere  worth  your  fight  to  fee  how  foone  the  fire 
Of  Bacchus,  their  large  braine  pans  doth  infpire, 
With  mimmick  ftraines  :    And  how  they  (huffie  in 
Selfe  praifes ;  and  how  groffely  they  begin 
Occasions,  that  they  may  enthrall  your  eare 
With  fome  new-piece  of  theirs,  which  you  (hall  heare 
Perforce ;  yet  heare  it  with  fo  much  adoe, 
That  you  muft  thinke  you  have  a  fauour  to. 

For  with  as  many  tedious  circumftances 
As  doth  fome  capring  foole  before  he  dances, 
(Or  Singer,  which  muft  tyred  be  with  wooing, 
To  doe  what  willingly,  he  would  be  doing) 
They  doe  begin  to  read,  or  to  rehearfe 
Some  fragments  of  their  new  created  Vcrfe, 
With  fuch  a  Gejiure,  and  in  fuch  a  Tone, 
As  if  Great  Tamberlaine  upon  his  Throne, 
Were  utt'ring  a  majefticall  Oration, 
To  flrike  his  hearers  dead  with  admiration. 
Which  oft  fo  works  upon  their  Auditory, 
That,  to  the  great  aduancement  of  their  glory, 
They  lade  them  with  applaufes,  and  with  drinke 
Till  they  themfelves,  the  Kings  of  Poets  thinke. 

To  which  opinion,  when  once  rais'd  they  be, 
Then  (hall  the  Drawer,  or  the  Tapjler  fee 
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Their  nat'rall  humor,  which  (if  true  fome  fay) 
Is  better  worthy  feeing,  then  a  Play. 

Among  the  reft,  'tis  odds,  but  e're  they  goe, 
The  Poets  muft  be  fummon'd  in  a  row 
To  bide  their  drunken  cenfure ;  which  doth  fhame 
Thofe  few  they  praife,  much  more  then  thofe  they 
Among  the  reft,  it  chanceth,  fome  By-flander    (blame. 
By  naming  me  their  Catalogue  doth  ilander. 
If  then  a  man  of  fafliion  he  appeare, 
Who  undertakes  my  name  to  mention  there. 
The  man  (fay  thefe)  may  paffe;  but,fuch  as  he 
(By  us)  710  Poets  are  e/kem'd  to  be. 
A  haz  the  way  of  making  pretty  Rimes, 
To  fit  the  apprehenfion  of  the  times  \ 
And,  him  for  that,  the  multitude  doth  favour : 
But,  in  his  lines,  there  is  but  little  favour 
Of  Reading,  or  Antiquity.     Thus  far 
They  go,  if  they  perceive  their  hearers  are 
Indifferently  affected.     And  if  they 
Do  find  them  jealous  of  my  fame,  they'll  fay, 
Moil  fawningly,  fometime  thofe  words  of  me 
(In  way  of  praife)  that  I  fliould  blufh  to  be 
Within  their  hearing.     Yet,  they'll  interpofe 
Some  jeftings,  now  and  then  ;  or,  in  the  clofe, 
Induce,  by  way  of  merriment,  fome  caufe 
To  bring  their  good  opinions  to  a  paufe. 
Affirming,  that  though  Drunkard  I  am  none, 
Yet,  I  reputed  am  a  wanton-one : 
By  fome  fuch  way  their  fpleen  they'll  fatisfie. 
But,  if  no  friend  of  mine  appeareth  by, 
So  freely,  then,  they  vomit  all  their  gall, 
That  they  fcarce  make  me  any  thing  at  all. 
And  fome,  who  neither  knew  them  well,  nor  me, 
Have  thought  me  bafei  then  thebafeft  be. 
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Some  others,  by  their  malice,  thought  I  had 
Some  worth  in  me,  which  them  fo  envious  made  : 
And  came  to  know  me,  and  when  me  they  knew, 
They  told  me  this,  which  I  have  told  to  you. 

Some  other,  fhew  at  large,  they  with  my  fhame, 
But  to  their  Libels  will  not  fet  their  Name, 
For  feare  of  danger.    And  though  fuch  can  gaine 
No  prudent  man  (at  firft)  to  entertaine 
Their  fatherlefle  reports  :  yet,  fure  they  are, 
The  world  hath  Knaves  and  Fooles  enow,  to  heare 
The  falfeft  tales;  and  that,  when  far  they  go, 
The  beft  fufpecl,  and  oft  beleeve  them  too. 

There  be  fome  other,  who  (out  of  a  light 
Vaine  humour)  love  to  heare,  and  to  recite 
Mens  perfonall  defects  (without  intent 
Of  doing  right  or  wrong  in  what  they  vent) 
They  fpeak  at  randome,  whatfoe're  is  new, 
Not  much  regarding  whether  falfe  or  true ; 
And,  do  but  ferve  to  beare  the  tale  about, 
And  blow  the  fire,  which  elfe  would  fmother  out. 

There  is  another  brood  of  thefe  Detraclors, 
Who  in  traducing  me,  are  common  actors  : 
And  they  are  fuch  who  cunningly  couceale 
Their  hate  and  envy  with  a  holy  zeale  .- 
They,  whofe  Religion,  and  whofe  honeflies 
Confift  in  judging  thofe  infirmities 
That  are  in  others.     If  thefe  men  efpy 
Some  little  Atonies  in  their  brothers  eye, 
They  ftraight  as  bufily  do  heave  at  them, 
As  if  the  fmalleft  were  a  mighty  Beame. 
Their  lying  fuppofitions  muft  be  took 
For  verities ;  or  elfe  they  will  not  brook 
A  word  you  fpeak  :  nay  (if  you  do  mifdoubt 
Their  cenfures)  from  the  Church  they  thrufl  you  out. 
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They  Chanty  pretend ;  and,  though  they  are 

Well  pleaf'd  when  they  have  fomething  to  declare 

Which  may  difgrace  another,  they  will  feeme, 

To  have  his  reputation  in  efleeme. 

As  loth  to  fpeake  ;  they'le  bring  it  round  about ; 

And  thus  (or  fome  fuch  way)  divulge  it  out. 

Now  verily  it  grieves  our  very  hearts, 

The  man  whom  God  hath  bleffed  with  fuch  parts, 

Should  walke  in  fuch  unfanctified  wayes. 

And  then,  they  white  me  over  with  fome  prayfe 

To  make  the  ipots  the  blacker  which  they  meane 

To  fpirt  upon  me,  from  their  mouths  uncleane. 

And  though  thofe  Tales  they  build  their  Cenfures  on 

Were  firft  receiv'd  from  fome  fuch  wicked  one 

Whom  they  in  other  matters  doe  diftruft, 

Yet  is  their  criticifme  fo  unjuft, 

That  in  difgracing  me,  their  words  theyle  take; 

And,  alfo,  of  themfelves,  conjectures  make 

To  juftifie  their  fcandal;  that  they  may 

The  furer  be,  their  ftaines  on  me  to  lay. 

Thus  by  the  feeming  fanclity  of  thofe, 

My  good  intention  (in  thefe  Poems)  growes 

More  fruftrate,  then  by  all  the  rage  of  them, 

Who,  with  an  open  impudence  contemn  e 

My  beft  Defignes.     Thefe,  ftrike  me  deeper  than 

The  wounds  of  twenty  thoufand  others  can  : 

Yea,  by  their  meanes  the  worke  that  I  have  wrought 

(With  fuch  a  minde,  as  that  it  might  have  brought 

More  good  repute,  then  many  others  get) 

Serves  but  to  make  me  feeme  a  counterfeit: 

Yea,  all  my  doings  which  are  mod  upright 

They  judge  as  actions  of  an  Hypocrite, 

Which  is  the  worft  of  Sinners.     And  in  this, 

If  they  have  plac't  their  bitter  doomes  amiffc. 
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What  finne  is  theirs?    Or,  when  can  greater  wrong, 
Be  done  to  any,  live  he  nev'r  fo  long  ?  (know) 

Thou  knowft  oh !  God  (for  thou  all  hearts  doft 
That  though  through  frailty,  oft  aftray  I  goe  ; 
And,  otherwhile  may  tread  that  doubtfull  path 
Of  which  the  world  a  wrong  opinion  hath  ; 
That  neither  I  allow  of  any  finne 
Within  my  felfe,  nor  would  continue  in 
The  fmalleft  error,  if  I  knew  the  fame. 
Thou  knowft  that  what  hath  caus'd   my  greateft 
Among  fome  Cenfurers;  is  that  by  which  (blame 

I  am  indeed,  become  moft  truly  rich  : 
And  that  it  alfo  maketh  me  reforme 
My  wayes  the  better ;  and  thofe  workes  perform e 
To  which  thou  calleft,  with  farre  greater  eafe. 
And  I  am  likewife  hopefull,  thou  wilt  pleafe 
To  bleffe  my  courfes.     For,  thou  Lord  haft  knowne, 
(In  that  rough  track,  through  which  my  feet  have 
How  griev'd  I  am,  when  I  mifled  have  been,       (gone) 
Or  in  my  actions,  if  ought  hath  beene  feene 
Offenfive  unto  others.     Thou  doft  view 
My  path,  and  with  what  mind  I  doe  purfue 
The  way  I  goe.     Thou  knoweft  Lord,  that  I 
Have  oft  reftrain'd  the  Chriftian  liberty 
I  might  have  tooke ;  left  many  that  are  weake 
Might  of  my  lawfull  freedome,  evill  fpeake. 
Thou  knoweft  this,  and  I  am  certaine  to 
That  pleafes  thee  which  in  thy  feare,  I  doe. 
By  thefe,  and  fuch  like  mifchiefes  which  I  fee 
This  wicked  world  hath  power  to  bring  on  me, 
I  oft  wax  doubtfull ;  and  fometime  I  fhrinke 
Ev'n  from  thofe  juft  imployments,  which  I  thinke 
God  calls  me  to.     And  then  I  halfe  defire 
I  might  into  obfcurity  retire 
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From  whence  I  came  ;  and  be  discharged  quite 
From  this  great  warfare,  wherein,  yet,  I  fight. 
For,  many  heavy  waights  on  me  are  thrown 
By  thefe  engagements  (to  the  world  unknown) 
Yea  private  combats  there  are  fought  in  me, 
So  many,  and  fo  dangerous  they  be, 
That  oft  my  Hopes  are  almoft  driven  from  me, 
And  dull  Defpaire  would  furely  overcome  me, 
Were  God  not  alwayes  ready  to  defend  me, 
And,  as  mine  faileth,  his  own  pow'r  to  lend  me. 

But. when  my  felfe  o'recharged  I  do  find; 
When  J7ef7i  and  blood  begin  to  fhrink  behind ; 
And  when  I  fee  my  Foes  have  muftred  all 
Their  force  againft  me  :  I  ftart  up,  and  call 
A  better  ayd  then  mine  own  Vertue  gives  me  ; 
And,  by  his  holy  Spirit,  God  relieves  me  : 
Fie  makes  me  ftrong,  in  each  good  undertaking ; 
And  anfwers  all  the  doubts  my  heart  is  making, 
In  this,  and  all  good  purpofes,  whereby 
I  have  been  hopefull  him  to  glorifie. 
He  warrants  me  I  have  no  caufe  to  feare 
Thefe  Lines  the  fruits  of  thoughts  diftempred  are, 
Though  fome  (hall  judge  them  fuch ;    fince  he  whofe 
Doth  fpcake  the  words  of  fobernes  and  truth,     (mouth 
May  feem  to  thofe,  who  thought  judicious  are, 
As  mad,  as  Paul,  to  Peftus,  did  appeare. 
He  hath  affured  me,  I  cannot  run 
This  honefl  way,  a  courfe  to  be  undone. 
He  doth  perfwade  me,  that  if  I  grow  poore 
By  doing  well ;  my  wealth  fhall  be  the  more 
He  fayes,  that  if  his  glory  I  have  fought, 
(And  for  no  wicked  purpofe  clofely  wrought) 
I  fhall  no  mifchiefe,  nor  difpleafure  have ; 
Nor  any  loffe,  by  which  I  fhall  not  fave. 

He 
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He  makes  me  certaine  that  my  former  paine, 

And  this  endeavor,  fome  effecl  fhall  gaine  ; 

Although  it  compaffe  not  that  reformation, 

Which  I  defire  to  fee  in  this  our  Nation. 

For  though  their  prefent  evills  be  not  (laid 

From  growing  worfe,  by  that  which  I  have  faid  ; 

It  fhall  to  other  times  a  warning  give, 

And  aggravate  their  faults  who  now  do  live ; 

If,  having  fuch  a  plaine  Remembrancer, 

Their  (called  for)  Repentance  they  defer. 

He  bids  me  know,  that  though  I  am  not  Sainted, 

So  much,  as  of  all  fin  to  live  untainted, 

Yet,  to  oppofe  each  Vice,  as  I  am  able, 

(In  word  and  deed)  it  will  be  warrantable ; 

And,  that  to  ftrike  at  Sin,  t' will  all  become, 

Though  Perfons  may  be  touched  but  of  fome. 

He  tells  me,  that  (although  the  world  fhall  pleafe 
To  terme  it  railing,  when  fuch  Meffages 
Are  uttred  forth)  it  cannot  bring  me  fhame, 
To  call  groffe  Sinners  by  their  proper  name ; 
And,  that  God  bleffed  Saints  have  done  as  much, 
Who  did  the  follies  of  their  ages  touch. 

He  wills  me  that  on  him  I  fhould  depend  ; 
And  not  diflruft  that  while  he  me  doth  fend 
About  his  buhneffe,  he  will  fuller  mine 
To  be  unprofperous,  or  my  foule  to  pine. 
Since  unto  him  that  for  his  glory  drives, 
The  promife  of  all  needfull  things  he  gives. 
He  ftrengthens  me,  and  gives  me  fatisfaction 
Againft  all  envie,  malice,  or  detraction  : 
Sayes,  that  a  guiltleffe  confeience  needs  not  care 
How  bitter  or  foule-mouthed  others  are  : 
Perfvvades  me,  that  if  my  repute  be  needfull 
To  honor  him ;  he  will  himfelfe  be  heedfull 
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To  keepe  it  faire  .•  Elfe,  glorifie  his  Name 
The  more,  perhaps,  by  bringing  me  to  fliame. 
And,  fo  the  Name  of  God  I  glorifie, 
1  pleafed  am,  though  I  have  infamy. 
By  thefe,  and  many  other  fuch  like  things 
Which  God  (I  trail)  to  my  remembrance  brings, 
My  fainting  ibule  is  cheered,  when  fhe  droupes ; 
Thefe,  raife  againe  my  courage  when  it  (loupes : 
And  though  illufions  thefe  appeare,  to  fome, 
Yet,  to  approve  of  them  a  time  will  come  ; 
And,  when  that  Day  of  tryall,  on  fhall  draw, 
(Which  I  attend  for,  both  with  joy  and  awe) 
It  fhall  be  knowne,  whofe  heart  was  moil  upright  ; 
Or  mine,  or  theirs,  that  in  my  harme  delight : 
For,  then  their  Iujlice  which  a  vaile  yet  weares, 
Will  fhine  like  Phcebus  when  no  Cloud  appeares. 
Thereof  (juft  now)  I  have  an  earned  given  : 
Thefe  Mufings  drew  it  (for  me)  downe  fro  heaven  : 
I  feele  them  warme  my  heart,  and  fetch  againe 
My  chilled  blood,  to  run  in  ev'ry  veine. 
They  rouze  my  fpirits,  and  my  clrouping  foule 
They  fo  revive,  that  now  I  could  con  troll 
An  hoaft  of  Kings.  For  now  (juft  now)  the  glowing, 
Of  their  kind  heat,  I  find  more  ftrongly  growing  : 
Iuft  now  I  feele  in  me  their  operation, 
To  urge  me  forward  to  the  confummation 
Of  what  my  former  Canto's  have  begun  : 
And  God  affifting.  that  fhall  now  be  done. 

To  thee  oh  London,  I  directed  laft 
My  juft  reproofe  ;     And  I  will  backward  caft 
An  eye  on  thee  againe  :  For,  off  I  brake 
My  fpeech  before  my  mind  I  fully  fpake. 
I  have  not  vented  yet,  what  I  could  fay 
Of  many  finnes  abounding  at  this  day  j 

As 
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As  thy  intcmp'rancy,  and  thy  exceffe 
In  food  and  rayrnent,  thy  loofe  drunkenneffe ; 
Thy  multitudes  of  beggers,  which  encreafe 
For  want  of  orders,  in  thy  Times  of  peace. 
Thy  Sloth,  Lull,  Avarice,  and  all  that  rabble 
Of  vices,  and  of  things  abominable 
Which  in  each  corner  of  thy  ftreets  appeare, 
As  if  they  juftly  tollerated  were. 

I  touche  not  thy  corrupted  Officers, 
I  have  not  mentioned  thy  Senators, 
Nor  have  I  fhowne  as  yet  what  fcandall  growes 
To  thee,  and  unto  thine,  by  fome  of  thofe  ; 
How  partiall,  nor  how  ignorant  they  be, 
How  prejudiciall  many  times  to  thee, 
And  to  thy  publike  weale,  for  private  gaine ; 
How  cowardly  thy  cujlomes  they  maintaine  ; 
How  readily  thy  Freedomes  they  betray 
(If  their  promotions,  it  ought  further  may, 
Or  fpare  their  puiies)  This,  I  have  not  fhowne, 
For,  what  belongs  thereto,  is  better  knowne 
To  others  then  to  me.     Yet  much  hath  beene 
Of  them  reported,  and  I  much  have  feene 
Of  their  condition,  which  deferveth  blame. 
Nor  doe  I  greatly  wonder  at  the  fame  ; 
But  I,  much  rather  marvell  that  in  thee 
So  many  prudent  Senators  there  be ; 
Since,  very  few  of  all  thy  double  dozen 
For  Courage,  wit  or  honefly  are  chofen. 

Wealth  makes  an  Alderman  (however  got) 
If  he  be  pleafed  to  accept  the  Lot. 
In  hope  to  gaine  his  Fine,  thou  wilt  adventer 
To  let  the  mofl  ignoble  fellow  enter 
That  is  but  rich ;  and  worthy  men  forgoe, 
Who  to  thy  Government,  might  honor  doe. 

Thou 
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Thou  fcldome  careft  how  he  did  become 
So  rich,  if  he  but  harrow  up  the  fum 
That  makes  him  capable  of  fuch  a  place ; 
Nor  heedeil  thou,  a  jot,  how  bafe  he  was. 

No  honeft  Occupation  I  contemne, 
Nor  their  profefibrs  ;  but  I  honor  them, 
Though  of  the  lowed  order ;  if  I  find 
They  have  not  loft  the  vertues  of  the  mind, 
In  thofe  meane  Callings ;  and,  have  fought  as  much 
In  knowledge,  as  in  mony,  to  be  rich : 
Yea,  thofe  (when  from  poore  fortunes  they  afcend, 
To  wealth)  to  honor  alfo  I  commend. 
But  is  it  poffible,  that  man  whofe  minde 
To  ferve  his  Mammon  only,  was  enclin'd  ; 
Or,  is  it  poffible,  the  man  that  had 
By  birth  and  breeding,  nothing  but  a  trade 
To  get  experience  by  ;  (and,  that  perchance 
Some  handicraft,  which  furthers  ignorance 
In  ufefull  knowledge)  or,  that  they  who  fcrape 
And  fcratch  together  an  unweildy  heape 
Of  needleffe  riches,  by  penurious  fare  ; 
By  fparingneffe,  in  what  they  fliould  not  fpare  .■ 
Or,  which  is  worfe,  by  cruelleft  extortion  ; 
By  robbing  others  of  their  lawfull  portion, 
By  rapine,  guile,  and  fuch  impieties  ; 
Is't  poffible  (I  fay)  when  thefe  men  rife 
To  weare  thy  skarlet-Robe,  that  they  will  be 
Or  honor,  or  advantage  unto  thee  ? 
If  thofe  black  JEf/iiops,  if  thofe,  Leopards,  change 
Their  fpots,  or  colour,  I  fhall  think  it  ftrange  : 
If  ever  they  regard  what  weights  be  throwne 
Vpon  thy  back,  fo  they  may  eafe  their  owne  : 
Or  for  thine  honor  ftand  (who  have  no  fenfe 
Of  anything,  but  favitig,  and  expenfe) 
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I  fhall  belcve  that  Wolves  will  tend  our  Sheep, 
And  greedy  Kites,  young  Chickens  harmleffe  keep. 

I  might  have  mention  made  of  that  report 
Which  is  divulged  of  thy  Orphanes  court : 
Of  thofe  perpetuall  furors,  which  for  pay 
Attend  judiciall  trials  day  by  day  : 
Of  thofe  Ingroffers  who  thy  trades  abufe ; 
And  thofe  who  make  thy  Frecdomcs,  and  thy  Dues 
A  dammage  to  thee  :  and  of  other  fome, 
Who  other  wayes  injurious  are  become, 
I  might  have  fpoke  ;  and  would ;  but  that  I  heare 
They  do  already  found  in  ev'ry  eare. 

Truth  is,  the  fpreading  leprofie  of  fin, 
Into  thy  very  wals  have  eaten  in, 
And  will  not  thence  be  fcraped  out  (I  feare) 
As  long  as  there  be  ftones  or  morter  there. 
Thy  Vineyard  brings  not  forth  wild  grapes  alone, 
In  lieu  of  all  thy  God  beftow'd  thereon ; 
But,  alfo,  of  it  felfe  prevents  his  curfe, 
And  hath  produced  what  is  ten  times  worfe  : 
Thornes,  bryers,  nettles,  hemlock,  and  fuch  weeds 
As  choke  all  pleafant  plants,  and  fruitfull  feeds. 

No  place,  no  perfon,  calling,  nor  degree, 
Nor  fex,  nor  age,  is  from  corruption  free. 
Within  thy  Chambers  lodgeth  Wantonneffe ; 
Vpon  thy  Boards  is  heaped  all  exceffe  : 
With  vomitings  they  oft  o'reflowed  are ; 
And,  from  uncleanneffes  no  Roome  is  cleare. 
Thy  Hals  are  daily  filled  with  a  rable 
That  (land  and  fweare  about  a  Shove-goat  table. 
Within  thy  Parlours,  I  can  little  fee, 
"But  vifiting  of  Miflris-idle-be. 
Within  thy  Wardrobes,  Pride  layes  up  her  flore  ; 
Vpon  thy  Couches,  Sloth  doth  lye  and  fnore. 

Within 


A  2  1 


BR  XT  TAN'S  Cant.  7. 

Within  thy  Pleading-Courts,  are  fhameles  railings, 
And,  of  upright  proceeding,  many  failings. 
Thy  Churches  (be  it  fpoke  without  offence) 
Are  full  of  rudeneffe  and  irreverence. 
Thou  ufefl  in  thy  Shops  falfe  weights  and  lying  ; 
Vnpitied  at  thy  Dores,  the  poore  are  crying. 
Within  thy  cloffets,  mifchiefes  are  invented  , 
Thy  Theaters  are  ufually  frequented 
With  perfons  diffolute  :  difparag'd  are 
Sometimes,  the  moft  deferving  actions,  there. 
There,  fee  you  may,  uncomely  prefentations, 
And  often  heare  unchriflian  prophanations. 
Yea,  ev'ry  corner,  ev'ry  ftreet,  and  path 
An  overflow  of  finne,  and  folly  hath. 

Among  thy  Feajts,  are  furfettings  uncleane, 
Vaine  curiofities,  and  fongs  obfeene. 
Thy  Merry  meetings  the  procurers  be 
Of  moft  diforders  that  are  found  in  thee  : 
There,  lawleffe  games  are  ufed,  there,  are  broched 
Vile  flanders  ;  and,  good  men  are  there  reproched. 
There,  they  that  are  not  good,  are  oftmade  worfe 
By  lewd  examples,  or  prophane  difcourfe. 
And,  few  contentions  have  occafioned  bin, 
But,  at  fuch  meetings,  they  did  firft  begin. 

Thy  Agcd-folke  are  fro  ward  avaritious, 
Selfe  willed,  and  imprudently  ambitious. 
The  yonger-fort,  are  headftrong,  rafh,  and  haughty, 
Thy  children  are  forgetfull  of  their  duty. 
The  men  imperioufly  their  power  abufe, 
And^counfell  from  their  helpers  doe  refufe. 
Thy  women,  too  much  dote  on  vaine  attires, 
And  are  inconflant  in  their  own  defires. 
The  Magijlrates  due  bad  examples  give, 
And,  as  men  borne  but  for  themfelves  they  live. 

Of 
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Of  pcrfons  they  retaine  too  much  refpect : 

Their  places,  for  their  credits,  they  affect 

(Or  for  their  gaine)  but  not  for  confcience  fake. 

Inferior  Officers,  doe  alfo  take 

The  felfe-fame  courfes  :  and  (in  what  they  doe) 

Are  partiall,  cruell,  and  unfaithfull  to. 

Few  fmgle-perfons  live  in  chaftity  ; 
In  Mariage,  there  is  much  difloyalty. 
Perpetuall  fuites,  and  quarrels  I  doe  fee 
Among  thofe  Neighbours,  that  mould  loving  be  : 
No  malice  is  like  that  which  I  have  knowne, 
Twixt  Brothers,  when  diffention  hath  been  fowne. 
Their  practices,  who  friendfhip  doe  profeffe 
(In  my  opinion)  promife  nothing  leffe  : 
For,  all  their  formall  kindneffe  oft  is  fpent 
In  vifitings,  and  fruitleffe  complement. 
And  all  they  feeke  (for  ought  that  I  perceive) 
Is,  how  they  one  another  may  deceive 
In  friendly  Termes  ;  Or,  how  to  doe  as  they 
Who  act  the  parts  of  friendfhip  in  a  Play. 

Thy  Richmen,  doe  Idolatry  commit 
With  Mammon,  and  Gods  benefits  forget. 
Among  the  poore  are  many  wicked  things  • 
Impaciency,  ungodly  murmurings, 
Theft,  fcolding  fightings,  curfings,  taleing,  lies  j 
And,  though  they  live  by  others  charities, 
No  people  will  purfue  each  other  fo 
With  malice  and  defpight  as  they  will  doe. 

At  Doores  and  windowes,  Strumpets  impudent 
Doe  fit,  and  wanton  geftures  there  invent 
To  woo,  by  their  alluring  provocations, 
Vaine  men  to  drinke  their  Cup  of  Fornications. 
Thy  Suburbs,  are  the  Coverts,  and  the  den 
Wherein  are  fheltred  many  beafts  uncleane, 

Thy 
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Thy  Tavernes,  are  the  places  where  mofl  foule 

And  hainous  things  are  done,  without  controule. 

There,  drink  they  healths,  till  healtli  is  drunk  away ; 

And,  nought  afhamed  are  to  let  the  day 

Be  witnefie  of  their  drunken  vomitings, 

Brawles,  reelings,  ravings,  and  fuch  brutifh  things  .• 

Nay,  to  confume  the  day  in  drunkenneffe, 

And  all  the  night,  is  nothing  now,  unleffe 

The  Hoboyes,  Cornets,  Drum  and  Trumpet  found 

To  tell  the  neighbours  how  the  healths  go  round. 

And  when,  according  to  their  heathnifh  fafhions, 

They  offer  up  their  devillifh  Drink-oblations, 

What  do  they  better  then  Idolatries, 

And  Feftivals  to  Bacchus  folemnifc  ? 

In  thee  (befide  thy  proper  faults)  are  found 
Thofe  alfo  which  are  common,  and  abound 
Throughout  thy  Kingdomes.    And  ev'n  thou  and  they 
Have  beene  companions  in  one  evill  way. 
We  all,  as  in  one  Teeme,  have  drawne  on  fin  ; 
Gods  promifes  and  threatnings  mockt  have  bin  ; 
The  luft-mans  righteoufneffe  we  have  bely'd ; 
And,  finners,  in  their  fins,  have  juftifi'd. 
Of  Good  and  Evill,  we  exchange  the  name  ; 
And,  that,  which  to  remember,  is  our  lhame, 
Or  fhould  with  griefe  repented  be  :  ev'n  that 
We  tell  with  laughter;  and  make  jells  thereat. 
Gods  Iudgements  work  not  on  us ;  we  are  fcourged ; 
And  yet,  unto  amendment  are  not  urged. 
We  break  the  Sabbath-dayes,  and  we  defpife 
The  Churches  pow'r,  and  her  Solemnities. 
Her  Holy-times  to  us  are  wearifome ; 
And  in  our  hearts  we  wifh  the  morrow  come, 
That  we  might  freely  buy  and  fell  againe. 
Thofe  Meffengers  we  foonefl  entertaine, 

That 
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That  of  ftrong  drink,  and  wine,  do  prophefie  ; 
And,  Truth  is  not  fo  welcome  as  a  Lye. 

We  footh  our  neighbours  in  their  finfulneffe : 
And  (that  their  fecrets,  and  their  nakedneffe 
We  may  difcover)  we  the  wine  bellow ; 
Then,  work  upon  then  to  their  overthrow. 
Vpon  our  lufts,  the  preciouft  things  we  fpend  ; 
And  unto  God  the  Lame  and  Blind  we  fend. 
We  rob  him  of  his  Tythes  and  his  Oblations, 
Our  publike  Fafts,  are  publike  prophanations  : 
For  ev'n  our  pray'rs,  our  fafts,  our  almes,  and  all, 
Are  oft  for  mow,  and  hypocriticall : 
And  ufed  more,  our  fafeties  to  provide, 
Then  that  our  Maker  may  be  glorifi'd. 

Our  hearts  againft  Gods  Prophets  hardned  are ; 
And  what  they  preach  or  threat,  we  little  care. 
The  Land,  throughout,  becaufe  of  Othes  doth  mourn  ; 
We  flagger  in  our  paths ;  and  to  returne 
To  Mgypt  ready  feeme ;  unlefie  God  grant 
(At  our  firft  longing)  ev'ry  toy  we  want. 
The  blood  of  innocents  hath  fpilled  been 
Vpon  our  skirts ;  mod  filthy  things  are  feen 
Within  our  veffels  ;  and,  yet,  fome  of  us 
Prefume  to  fay  (ev'n  to  our  brethren)  thus ; 
Stand  off,  for  we  more  holy  are  then  ye. 
And,  thefe  like  fmoak  within  Gods  noflrils  be  : 
We  ftumble  at  nooneday  :  and  as  the  blind, 
We  groap,  uncertainly,  the  wall  to  find. 
With  Death  and  Hell,  a  bargaine  we  have  made  ; 
And,  nothing  for  our  hopes,  but  lies  have  had. 

If  any  Morall  Verues  do  appeare ; 
With  fome  unfavorineffe  they  leaven'd  are. 
If  any  do  a  kindneffe  to  his  brother, 
It  is  in  policy  to  get  another : 
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Or  elfe,  with  fome  upbraiding,  or  vaine  boafl, 

Whereby  the  comfort  of  the  deed  is  loll. 

If  ought  be  fpoken  to  anothers  praife, 

It  is  fome  profit  to  ourfelves  to  raife. 

If  comfort  to  the  grieued  be  pretended, 

The  grieved  party  is  as  ill  befriended 

As  lob :  For,  what  we  doe  is  but  for  fafhion  ; 

Without  good  meaning,  wifdome,  or  compaffion. 

If  we  inftmcl,  we  doe  it  but  to  (how 

That  we  much  more  then  other  men  doe  know. 

If  we  our  brethrens  errors  doe  reprove ; 

It  is  not  as  it  ought  to  be,  in  love  : 

But,  with  fuch  bitterneffe  as  plaine  doth  flicw, 

We  more  the  perfon,  then  the  vice  purfue. 

We  cannot  give  an  Almes,  but  we  muft  found 

A  trumpet.-  neither  wall  a  rod  of  ground 

For  publike  ufe :  nor  fet  a  pane  of  glaffe 

In  fome  Church  window,  where  it  needleffe  was  ; 

Nor  trimme  a  pulpit,  nor  erect,  a  ftile  ; 

Nor  mend  a  foot  path,  though  but  halfe  a  mile ; 

Nor,  by  the  highway  fide,  fet  up  a  ftone 

To  get  a  horfebacke ;  but  we  fixe  thereon 

Our  Names,  or  fome  where  leave  upon  record, 

What  befactors  we  have  beene  (good  Lord) 

For  fuch  hypocrifies,  and  fmnes  as  thefe 

On  other  places,  doth  Gods  judgements  feize  ; 

For  thefe,  thy  Paftors  oft  have  warned  thee ; 

For  thefe,  they  faid  thou  fhouldfl  afflicted  be  : 

And,  at  this  prefent,  vengance  is  begun ; 

Though  ignorant  thou  feeme  of  what  is  done. 

For  thofe  offences,  God  did  now  of  late 
Make  all  thy  faireft  lodgings  defolate. 
For  them,  the  Pejlilence  continues  yet, 
And  we  with  fcabs,  and  fores,  and  blaines  are  smit. 

For 
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For  them,  thou  of  thy  braveries  uncloth'd, 
Wert  in  thy  greatefl  forrow,  left  and  loth'd. 
For  them,  a  Famine  lately  did  begin. 
For  them,  have  goodly  habitations  bin 
Confum'd  by  fire.     For  this,  the  goods  of  fome 
A  prey  to  Seas,  and  Pyrats  are  become. 
For  them,  thy  tradings  faile,  that  were  enlarged; 
And  thou  for  fingle  game,  art  double  charged. 
For  them  the  Sword  (that  fuch  a  while  hath  hung 
Sheath' d  up)  is  newly  drawne,  and  will  ere  long 
Devoure  thy  fons  and  daughters,  if  there  be 
No  more  Repentance  then  yet  feemes  in  thee  : 
Yea  throughout  all  this  Hand,  it  will  rage 
And  lay  it  waft  before  another  age. 

For  not  our  Cities  onely  tainted  are 
With  fumes  contagion ;  but  ev'n  ev'ry  where 
This  Land  is  fo  difeaf'd  that  many  doubt 
(Before  it  mend)  fome  blood  muft  iffue  out. 
There  is  not  any  Townefhip,  Village,  Borough, 
Or  petty  Hamlet,  all  this  Kingdome  through, 
But  merits  (in  proportion)  as  much  blame, 
As  any  City  of  the  greatefl  fame. 
The  fimple  feeming  Pea/ants  of  the  Land, 
(Who  for  their  Mimes  do  make  their Jliccpmarke  flad 
And  have  not  fo  much  Clerkfhip,  as  to  fpell) 
Can  play  the  fubtile  cheating  knaves,  as  well 
As  many  cunning  Sop/iijiers,  and  cogge, 
And  lie,  and  prate  of  Law  and  pettifogge 
As  craftily  (fometimes)  as  many  a  one 
Who  divers  yeares  hath  ftudied  Littleton. 

Yea,  they  who  never  had  the  wit  to  learne 
Thofe  knowledges  which  honejly  concerne  ; 
Have  witty  craft  enough  to  entertaine 
Or  plot  a  bargaine  for  unlaw  full  gaine. 

They 
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They  perfecute  each  other ;  they  envy 
Their  neighbours  welfare  and  profperity ; 
They  drive  each  other  from  their  tenements ; 
And  are  the  caufes  of  inhauncing  rents, 
By  over-bidding  for  their  (neighbours  Land) 
Thofe  Fines  the  Land  lords  purpos'd  to  demand  ; 
Yet  ftand  their  Farmes  already  rackt  fo  high, 
That  they  have  begger'd  halfe  their  Tenantry. 
In  divers  townes  they  have  decayed  tillage ; 
Depopulated  many  a  goodly  village  ; 
Yea,  joyned  field  to  field,  till  for  the  poore 
No  place  is  yeelded,  nor  employment  more  : 
And,  where  were  houfholds,  lately,  many  a  one, 
A  Shepheard  and  his  Dog,  now  dwell  alone. 

To  make  of  griping  Vfury  their  trade, 
Among  the  Rich,  no  fcruple  now  is  made 
In  any  place  :  for  ev'ry  Country  Village, 
Hath  now  fome  Vfury,  as  well  as  Tillage. 
Yea,  they  that  lending  moft  of  all  deteft, 
Though  but  for  tollerated  Interefl, 
Do  natheleffe  take  thofe  Annuities, 
"Which  often  prove  the  biting'ft  Vfuries. 

By  nature,  Mony  no  encreafe  doth  bring  .• 
Moll,  therefore,  think  it  a  prodigeous  thing 
That  Mony  put  to  lone,  fhould  bring  in  gaine. 
Yet  fome  of  thefe,  by  practice  do  maintaine 
As  monftrous  ufuries,  and  nought  at  all 
Are  touched  in  their  confeience  therewithall. 
In  ufury  of  Cattell,  or  of  Leafes, 
We  may  disburfe  our  mony  for  encreafes 
More  biting  far,  then  thofe  he  dares  to  take, 
Who  by  meere  lending,  doth  advantage  make. 

As  Mony  nat'rally  produceth  nought, 
So.  by  the  Earth,  finall  profit  forth  is  brought 

Vntill 
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Vntill  both  coft  and  labour  we  bellow, 

For  little,  elfe,  but  thornes  and  weeds  will  grow. 

The  Landlord,  therefore,  here  I  dare  aver, 

To  be  no  leffe  a  griping  Viurer 

Then  is  the  Mony-majkr,  if  he  break 

The  Rule  of  Chriftian  Charity,  and  take 

More  profit  then  his  tenant  can  afford ; 

And  fuch  as  thefe  are  hated  of  the  Lord. 

Of  Vfurers,  there  are  fome  other  forts, 
Who  keep  no  certaine  place :  but,  both  in  Courts, 
In  Cities,  and  in  Country  townes  they  dwell, 
And  in  the  trick  of  griping  they  excell. 

There  be  of  thefe,  that  Ufe  for  Silence  take. 
Some  others,  an  ufurious  profit  make 
Of  their  Authorities  \  and  do  advance 
Their  wealth,  by  giving  others  countenance. 
Their  cariages,  their  neighbours  fetch,  and  bring  ; 
They  have  their  feed-time  and  their  harvefting, 
Difpatcht  almofl  for  nothing  :  fuch  as  thefe, 
Are  many  of  our  Country  Juflices. 

Some,  by  another  engine  profit  catch  : 
They  muft  be  pray'd  and  payed  for  difpatch. 
Yea,  Clarkes,  and  many  other  Officers, 
Are  greater,  and  more  hatefull  Vfurers, 
Then  they  that  mofl  are  hated  for  that  crime ; 
Since  thefe  do  often  for  a  little  time 
(Which  they  delay  unjuftly)  take  what  may 
Of  no  meane  fum,  the  annuall  Intereft  pay. 

Thefe  men  are  cruell.     And,  yet  worfe  by  far, 
Mofl  Trea/urers,  and  their  pay-mafters  are. 
For,  that  which  due  unto  us  doth  remaine, 
They  do  not  only  overlong  detaine. 
But,  oft,  of  ev'ry  hundred,  twenty  take, 
E're  payment  of  our  owne,  to  us,  they  make. 

They 
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They  mud  have  Bribes,  their  wives  mufl  have  Ca- 

Or  horfe,  or  Jewells;  after  which  encroches     (roches 

Their  fervant  alfo,  for  fome  other  dues 

(As  they  pretend)  which  if  we  doe  refufe 

To  pay  unto  them,  twife  as  much  we  leefe. 

This  tricke  inricheth  alfo  Referres 

In  Chancery,  and  in  fome  other  Courts 

And  this  or  makes,  or  marreth  mod  Reports. 

This,  is  that  common  Cheat,  and  meanes  by 
Meane  Officers,  fo  fpeedily  grow  rich,  (which 

Although  they  give  large  Incomes.     By  this  way 
Their  wives  doe  on  a  fudden  grow  fo  gay, 
That  were  but  Kitchin  maids  few  yeares  before. 
Yea,  many  in  the  blood  of  Orphanes  poore, 
Have  dide  their  gownes  in  fcarlet  by  fuch  courfes, 
And  cloth' d,  &  fed  themfelves,  with  widdowes  curfes. 

But,  thefe  Dejlroyers,  make  not  fpoyle  of  all, 
For,  full  as  many  into  ruine  fall 
By  complement,  and  foolifh  emulating 
Their  neighbours,  otherwhile,  by  imitating 
The  City  Fafhions.     Yea,  by  thefe,  and  fome 
Such  other  wayes,  are  many  men  become 
So  weake  in  their  eflates ;  that  moft  of  thofe 
Who  live  in  fafhion,  and  make  handfome  fhowes 
Of  being  rich,  would  prove  (I  am  afraid) 
Far  worfe  then  nothing,  if  their  debts  were  paid. 

This  fhoweth  from  our  pride,  or  from  exceffe ; 
And  this  is  caufe  of  other  wickedneffe. 
But,  in  our  Hand,  one  thing  I  have  feene, 
Which  (though  it  hath  not  much  obferved  beene 
To  be  a  fault)  will  make  a  large  addition 
To  fill  the  meafure  of  this  Lands  tranfgreffion. 
And  much  I  am  afraid,  that  all  in  vaine 
I  fliall  of  this  impiety  complaine. 

For, 
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For,  Avarice,  who  nought  will  give  away, 
Whereon  her  griple  fingers  fhe  can  lay, 
Pleads  for  it:  yea,  and  Cuftome  hath  fo  long 
Confirm'd  it,  that  it  is  a  lawfull  wrong 
I  doe  not  meane  the  Laities  retaining 
Of  Tithes,  or  Lands  unto  the  Church  pertaining. 
For,  though  I  would  not  build  my  houfe  with  ought, 
Which  from  the  Sanctuary  had  beene  caught, 
To  gaine  the  world,  yet,  I  may  doe  amifie 
To  judge  of  others  Confciences  in  this. 
It  is  the  barbarous  ufage,  wherewith  we 
Doe  entertaine  thofe  men  that  fhipwrackt  be, 
Which  here  I  meane  :  For,  many  people  have 
Leffe  mercy  then  the  Temped,  and  the  wave. 
That  Veffell,  which  the  Rocks  had  pitty  on, 
The  cruelty  of  man  doth  feize  upon ; 
And  him  that  is  oppreffed,  quite  bereaves 
Of  what  the  quickfand  undevoured  leaves. 
When  fome  poore  fhip  upon  the  billowes  toft, 
Is  driven  by  a  ftorm  upon  the  Coaft, 
With  rudder  loft,  with  tacklings  rent  and  torne, 
With  maine-maft  fplit,  and  fore  maft  overborne ; 
And  reeles  and  rowles,  and  takes  in  water  fo 
That  all  the  Mariners  through  feare  forgoe 
Their  crazie  Charge,  fome  fwimming  to  the  fhoares 
On  peeces  of  the  decke,  or  broken  oares. 
Some  on  an  empty  Cheft ;  fome  holding  fall 
On  fplinters  of  a  Yard,  or  of  a  Mail ; 
Now  riding  on  the  waves  ;  ftraight  finking  downe ; 
Now  hoping  life,  anon  afraid  to  drowne ; 
Put  off,  and  on  ;  yet  lab 'ring  to  attain  e 
The  Land,  in  hope  more  pitty  there  to  gaine  : 
In  this  poore  plight,  when  they  (with  much  adoe) 
A  dryer  Element  have  reacht  unto, 

And, 
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And,  wet  and  tyred  (both  on  feet  and  hands) 
Come  creeping,  or  elfe  daggering  on  the  fands  .• 
The  neighboring  people  (who  in  this  are  far 
More  (alvage,  then  moil  barbarous  Nations  are) 
In  (lead  of  bringing  comfort  and  reliefe, 
Add  new  afflictions  to  their  former  griefe, 
By  taking  that  fmall  meanes  which  is  referved 
To  keep  them  living,  when  their  life's  preferved. 

For,  thofe  remaining  fragments  of  their  flore, 
Which  God,  fometimes,  in  pity  fends  afliore 
To  help  new  cloath  and  feed  them,  till  there  come 
Some  friends  to  aid  them ;  or  fupplies  from  home ; 
Ev'n  fpoile  of  thofe  they  make  :  and  of  the  prey 
So  greedy  are  ;  that  often  when  thefe  may 
Mens  lives  preferve,  they  leave  them  to  their  chance, 
In  hope  their  death,  their  profit  will  advance. 

And,  if  that  bruifed  Bark  which  they  forfook 
(To  fave  their  lives)  upon  fome  Ouze  hath  ftrook, 
Or  on  fome  fhelve;  from  whence,  by  timely  aid, 
The  goods  to  land  may  fafely  be  convaid. 
Or  if  (as  chance  it  may)  the  Hull  be  faved, 
Yet  thereof,  is  the  Owner  quite  bereaved. 
For,  by  a  brutifh  Cujlome  (which,  I  know, 
Nor  Confcience,  nor  good  Reafon  doth  allow) 
Some  Officer  who  farmes  the  Royalties 
Within  that  place,  doth  make  thereof  a  prize. 
Elfe,  he  that  owns  the  Land  whereon  it  fals, 
Doth  feize  it :  and,  his  right,  the  fame  he  calls. 
Paul  did  a  people,  ev'n  at  Malta,  find, 
(Although  a  barb'rous  Hand)  far  more  kind. 
Men  wrackt,  they  comforted ;  but  we  bereave  them 
Of  thofe  remainders  which  the  Sea  doth  leave  them  ; 
Except  fome  living  thing  abiding  be 
Aboard  the  Ship.  For,  then  the  fame  is  free 

From 
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From  being  prov'd  a  wrack  (we  fay)  though  that 
Which  there  furviveth,  be  fome  Dog  or  Cat : 
A  goodly  matter,  furely,  whereupon 
Poore  men  fliould  be  relieved  or  undone. 

Some  dwellers  alfo,  on  thofe  borders,  where 
Such  wofull  fights,  too  often  viewed  are, 
Rejoyce  to  fee  them ;  yea,  fome  people  fay, 
That,  for  fuch  mifchiefes,  they  both  watch  and  pray ; 
With  curfes  banning  them  ;  who  fet  up  Lights, 
To  guide  the  Seaman  in  dark  flormy  nights. 
And  (though  they  feek  it  with  a  devillifh  mind) 
Gods-good,  they  call,  what  on  the  fhore  they  find. 

Gods  gift,  indeed  it  is,  which  unto  them 
Doth  from  the  Seas,  without  an  owner  fwim  : 
Yet,  when  the  mailer  of  it  fhall  be  knowne, 
Gods  gift  it  is  not ;  but  a  bait  that's  throwne 
To  catch  the  foules  of  thofe,  who  feek  to  raife 
Their  fortunes  on  diftreffed  mens  decayes. 

No  marvell,  while  fuch  cruelties  are  found 
(Vpon  the  Coaft)  the  Sea  o'reflows  her  bound. 
No  marvell,  fhe  fo  often,  here  and  there, 
Doth  from  their  fields  fo  many  furlongs  teare. 
No  marvell  fhe,  fometimes,  their  cattle  drownes, 
And,  fvveeps  away  the  riches  of  their  townes  : 
Or,  of  thofe  people,  otherwhile,  devoures 
So  many  houfholds,  in  a  few  fhort  houres  ; 
For,  fince  they  grieved  others,  in  diflreffe, 
The  Sea  to  them,  is  juftly  mercilefie. 
Of  many  other  things,  complaine  I  could, 
Which  though  this  Kingdome,  I  amiffe  behold  .■ 
But  fhould  I  now  an  Inventory  make 
Of  each  abufe  whereof  I  notice  take 
In  all  profeffions ;  fure,  it  would  goe  neare, 
To  finde  my  Readers,  reading  for  a  yeare. 

T  I 
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I  fcare,  our  gcn'rall  Body  farcth  fo, 
As,  in  their  fickneffes  they  often  do 
Who  feele  not  their  difeafe,  when  they  are  nigh 
(Without  good  help)  upon  the  point  to  dye. 
They  would  not  be  diflurb'd  ;  but,  vex  and  fret, 
At  thofe  who  do  prepare  them  wholfome  meat, 
Or  needfull  Phyfick  :  and,  perhaps,  with  me 
My  Country,  alfo,  will  difpleafed  be. 
But,  for  unjuft  difpleafure,  'tis  no  matter  ; 
As  faithful  friends  (to  fick  men)  will  not  flatter. 
Nor  humor  them  in  any  fuch  difeafe ; 
No  more  will  I  be  fearfull  to  difpleafe 
A  fickly  people,  when  I  truly  know, 
I  do  that  work  my  confeience  calls  me  to. 

I  tell  thee  therefore,  Britaine,  thou  art  fick  ; 
Thy  fms  have  made  thee  fo  ;  and  thou  art  like 
To  perifh  in  them,  if  thou  phyfick  take  not, 
And,  for  thy  fafety,  good  provifion  make  not. 
If  thou  nor  feeleft,  nor  wilt  credit  give 
To  what  is  fpoken  :  Mark  thou,  and  beleeve 
The  Symtomes  of  it.  For,  they  will  declare 
So  truly,  how  (at  this  time)  thou  doft  fare, 
That  they  who  are  not  reafonleffe,  fhall  fee 
And  fay  (in  times  to  come)  I  loved  thee. 

Behold,  ev'n  at  this  day,  throughout  the  Land, 
Moil  Manufaclories  are  at  a  (land  ; 
And,  of  thofe  Engines,  fome  maine  wheeles  are  broke, 
Though  where  they  faulty  be,  fmall  heed  be  took. 

Thy  Merchants,  by  whofe  trade  great  profit  comes 
(And  to  the  Kings  Exchequer,  royall  fums) 
Thofe  Mercuries,  by  whofe  induftrious  paine, 
Thou  didft  become  the  Miftrefe  of  the  Maine, 
And  art  maintain'd  with  (hips,  which  are  the  walls, 
By  which  thy  temp'rall  greatneffe,  (lands  or  falls. 

Ev'n 
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Ev'n  they,  begin  to  fink,  for  want  of  trade, 

And  through  thofe  booties  which  of  them  are  made. 

Their  Ships  without  advantage  are  employ' d  ; 

And  if  the  Wars,  or  Time,  had  them  deftroy'd 

Which  are  in  being;  they  have  (to  augment 

Or  fill  the  number)  no  encouragement. 

The  prefent  mufter  of  thy  (hipping,  failes 
Of  what  it  was,  in  many  fcores  of  failes, 
Not  long  time  fmce:  and,  thy  next  neigh'bring  nation 
Growes  rich  in  thy  decaying  Navigation. 
Yea,  fome  fufpec"t,  that  of  our  publike  Trade 
(For  private  profit)  fale  to  them  is  made. 

Indeed,  moft  Officers,  if  fo  they  may 
Enlarge  their  profits  for  the  prefent  day ; 
Or  gaine,  or  fave  the  King,  but  for  a  yeare, 
Some  thoufands,  do  fuppofe  they  much  endeare 
Their  fervice  to  the  State :  when  ('tis  well  known 
To  us  abroad)  the  gaine  is  mod  their  owne  : 
And  that,  before  two  ages  more  be  fpent, 
The  waies  by  which  their  incomes  they  augment, 
Will  coll  this  Kingdome  for  each  ounce  of  gold 
So  got,  a  hundred,  if  their  courfes  hold. 

It  is  by  them,  the  Prince  becommeth  poore. 
And  (though  they  would  be  thought  (forfooth)  much 
Then  all  his  other  fubjecls,  to  maintaine  (more 

The  dues  belonging  to  a  Soveraigne) 
They  rob  him  more,  then  all  men  elfe  befide  : 
They  lofe  him  ten  times  more  then  they  provide. 
They  make  him  needy  firft ;  and  then  they  grieve, 
And  begger  them,  that  fhould  his  wants  relieve. 
The  vulgar  Citizens  do  much  complaine 
For  want  of  trade  fufficient  to  maintaine 
Their  families ;  and,  many,  lately  broken, 
Are  of  that  poverty  a  certaine  token. 

T  2  That 
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That  famous,  and  that  wealthy  Merchandize, 
Which  from  our  clothings,  and  our  woolls  arife 
Is  much  decay'd.    For  work,  the  poore  man  prayes  : 
The  Clothier  hath  not  mony ;  and  he  layes 
The  blame  upon  the  Merchant  \  who  doth  fweare, 
His  fhips  and  goods,  fo  often  ftayed  are, 
And  times  fo  giddy,  and  fo  little  got 
(With  fo  much  perill)  that  he  dareth  not 
To  make  adventures,  as  he  erft  hath  done, 
And  fo,  to  ruine  all  is  like  to  run. 
For,  from  their  voyages  fo  oft  have  fome 
Been  hindred  (or  have  beene  fo  long  from  home 
In  fruiteleffe  fervices)  that  it  hath  brought 
Rich  Owners,  and  their  Veffels,  unto  nought. 
Some  others,  alfo  find  it,  to  maintain e 
Their  fhips,  fo  coftly,  (without  hope  of  gaine) 
That  to  repaire  them  they  do  fland  in  feare 
It  may  undo  them,  e're  things  better'd  are ; 
That  (might  their  men  be  fafe)  they  do  proteft, 
They  know  not,  if  to  fink,  or  fwim  were  bed. 

The  winds  and  feas,  that  heretofore  have  borne  us 
Good  will ;  have  prov'd  our  foes,   and  rent  &  torne  us. 
Our  Mariners  are  like  to  run  away 
To  ferve  our  foes,  for  want  of  work,  and  pay. 

Thofe  places,  and  thofe  portions,  which  belong 
To  mens  deferts ;  and  fhould  to  make  them  ftrong, 
And  to  encourage  them,  conferred  be ; 
Are  otherwife  difpof 'd  of :  and  we  fee 
The  mofl  deferving  men  are  in  difgraces; 
Or  elfe  neglected  ;  or  elfe,  in  their  places 
Impovcrifhed  (or  elfe  difheartned  fo) 
That  fome  men  will  not ;  and  fome  cannot  do 
Their  Country  that  good  fervice  which  they  might : 
And,  if  this,  hold,  we  lofe  our  honor  quite, 
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By  thofe  adventures,  which  are  juft  and  free 
To  ev'ry  Nation,  where  good  Patriots  be, 
Thy  fons,  to  fetch  thee  wealth,  and  honour  home, 
"Would  prodigall  of  goods  and  lives  become] 
By  private  coft,  augment  the  publike  ftore, 
And  by  encreafe  of  fhipping,  guard  thy  fhore; 
If  they  might  freely  feek,  and  keep  that  lot, 
Which  by  their  coft  and  valour  might  be  got. 
But,  men  that  are  of  courage,  and  of  worth, 
Difdaine  their  goods  and  lives  to  hazard  forth, 
On  fervile  termes ;  or,  to  be  prey'd  upon 
When  they  returne,  by  fome  ignoble  Drone : 
And,  by  this  meanes,  oh  thou  unhappy  lie, 
Thy  foes  grow  ftrong,  &  thou  grow'ft  weak  the  while. 

I  do  proteft,  I  fee  not  that  condition 
Of  man,  that  hath  a  fortune  in  fruition, 
That  is  not  perilfome ;  but,  he  that's  borne 
The  mifchiefes  of  this  prefent  life  to  fcorne. 
Nor  from  the  higheft  to  the  low'ft  degree, 
Doth  any  man  well  pleafed  feeme  to  be. 
The  King  complaines  of  want :  his  Servants  fay, 
They  ftand  ingag'd  in  more  then  they  can  pay : 
And  they  who  in  their  perfon  fervice  do  him, 
Want  much  of  that  which  fhould  oblige  them  to  him. 
The  charge  of  War,  ftill  more  and  more  doth  grow ; 
The  Cujlomes  faile  as  trading  falleth  low  : 
There's  new  occafion  ev'ry  day  of  fpending,  (ding. 

And  much  more  borr'wing,  then  good  meanes  of  len- 
'Tis  faid,  fome  royall  Rents  to  fale  were  profer'd ; 
That  Jewels  of  the  Crowne  to  pawne  were  offer'd  : 
That  Church  Revennues,  for  the  prefent  need, 
Sequeftred  are  (to  ftand  a  while  in  ftead 
Of  temp'ralties)  And  fome  themfelves  perfwade, 
That,  they  fhall  now  be  lay  poffeffions  made. 

T3  But 
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But,  God  forbid  :  for,  he  that  (hall  bereave 
The  Church  of  her  inheritance,  doth  leave 
A  curfe  upon  his  children  ;  which  will  ftay 
Vntill  his  whole  defcent  be  worne  away. 

To  help  thy  wants,  (fo  great  it  fecmes  they  prove) 
There  be  of  thofe  who  did  not  blufli  to  move 
Religion  might  be  fet  to  fale ;  and  that 
We  might  promifcuous  worfhips  tollerate. 

The  common  people  murmur  of  oppreffions  ; 
Of  being  robbed  of  their  due  poffefiions ; 
Of  impudent  abufes,  done  by  thofe 
Who  mould  redreffe  them  :  ev'ry  winde  that  blowes, 
Brings  tidings  of  ill  luck ;  yet,  ftill  men  feare 
There's  worfe  untold,  then  that  which  they  do  hearc. 
For,  we  have  lying  Newes  authorifed 
So  long ;  and  falfhoods,  have  fo  many  fpread  ; 
That,  when  of  that  a  true  report  is  told 
Whereof  a  firme  beleefe  receive  we  mould, 
We  cannot  credit  it :  and,  this,  perchance, 
May  to  our  fafety  be  fome  hinderance. 

If  in  our  felves,  we  feele  not  what's  amiffe, 
Obferve  we,  by  reflection,  what  it  is. 
The  Ger)nane  Emp'rour,  and  two  Kings,  that  be 
As  rich  and  pow'rfull,  ev'ry  way  as  he, 
Are  Foes  profeffed  ;  and  they  bend  their  pow'r, 
Our  Countries,  and  our  Nation  to  devoure : 
And,  while  to  fight  Gods  battels  men  do  faine, 
The  Kingdome  of  the  Devill  they  maintaine. 

Our  Friends,  and  our  Confederates,  for  us, 
Engag'd  in  undertakings  dangerous, 
Have  fuffred  loffe  ;  and  yet,  in  hazard  are 
By  an  unequall  and  injurious  war. 
Some,  who  poffeffe  an  Vnion  with  our  Land, 
Do  work  their  owne  advantage  underhand, 

To 
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To  our  difgrace  and  loffes.     Other  fome. 
Are  neuters  yet,  who  will  our  foes  become. 
And  with  our  enemies  the  fpoile  divide, 
If  any  ill  Adventure  (hall  betide. 

That  princely  Branch  of  our  molt  royall  Stem, 
Made  poore  by  the  Bohemian  Diadem, 
(But,  rich  in  her  own  vertues,  and  that  treafurc 
Of  heav'nly  graces,  which  in  plenteous  meafure 
Gods  bounty  gave  her)  that  illuftrious  Dame, 
(To  whom  I  owe  ev'n  more  then  all  I  am) 
Lives  banifnt,  (oh!  the  mifchieves  of  this  age) 
And  quite  excluded  from  her  heritage. 
Her  LORD,  and  all  thofe  deare  and  hopefull  Peeces, 
Drawne  off  by  them ;  the  Arep/ieives,  and  the  Necces 
Of  our  dread  Sozfraigne,  are  as  pilgrims,  faine 
Within  a  forraine  Country  to  remaine. 
Our  cofty  Treaties,  do  but  coftly  fpeed. 
Our  new  Alliance,  proves  a  broken  Reed. 
Our  forraine  enterprizes,  full  of  charge, 
Do  ferve  but  others  glories  to  enlarge. 
Our  mighty  Navies  ftrongly  furnifht  out, 
Have  loft  their  pains,  in  what  they  went  about, 
One  little  Towne  keeps  all  our  ports  in  feare  ; 
Vpon  the  Seas,  our  Coajlcrs  feared  are ; 
And,  we  that  bore  the  Trident  of  the  Seas ; 
We,  who  of  late,  with  fmaller  Fleets,  then  thefe 
Which  now  we  fet  aflote,  did  once  conftraine 
The  Carraks,  and  the  Argofies  of  Spaine 
To  ftrike  their  failes  :  we  that  have  aw'd  the  Deeps, 
And  ev'ry  Forela?ul,  through  the  world,  that  peeps 
Above  the  Seas :  yea,  we  that  from  each  fliore, 
Whereon  the  brinifh  waves  of  Neptune  rore, 
Have  brought  rich  Trophees  of  our  valours  home, 
Now,  back  with  neither  fpoiles  nor  honors,  come. 

T  4  God, 
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God,  with  our  Fleets,  and  Armies,  doth  not  fo 
Go  forth  of  late,  as  he  did  ufe  to  doe. 
But  divers  yeares  together,  as  offended, 
His  arme  againft  our  forces  hath  extended. 

That  hopefull  Voyage,  which  brave  Rawleigh  made, 
To  profecute  thofe  golden  hopes  he  had, 
Was  overthrowne ;  and,  (to  enlarge  the  cofl) 
In  him,  we  more  in  wit.  then  mony  loft. 
For,  to  reft  ft  us,  God  himfelfe  did ftand : 
And  ft  ill  a  gain  ft  us,  he  extends  his  hand. 

Vpon  Argeir  we  had  a  faire  defigne, 
That  much  extracted  from  our  filver  Mine, 
But  nothing  profper'd,  which  was  then  projected, 
Nor  was  there  ought,  but  loffe  and  fhame  effected  ; 
For,  God preferi?d  our  enemies  front  ha  r /tie: 
And,  ftill,  againft  us,  ftretcheth  he  his  arme. 

When  in   Virginia  we  had  nurfed  long 
Our  Colonies,  and  hoped  they  were  ftrong, 
And,  almoft  able  to  fubhft  alone : 
By  naked  people  they  were  fet  upon, 
And,  fore  endanger'd  :  For,  on  its  for  ill, 
God  laid  his  hand;  and  layes  it  on  us  ftill. 

Auxiliary  forces  forth  we  fent ; 
(Or,  voluntarily  from  us  they  went) 
To  fettle  on  Bohemia lis  fatall  throne, 
Him,  whom  that  Land  had  caft  her  choice  upon. 
But,  there  our  men  were  wafted  .•  and  in  fteed 
Of  Jacobs  ftaffe,  we  proved  Egypts-reed : 
For,  God  againft  our  powers  his  p07o'r  did  fet ; 
And,  he  his  hand  doth  raife  againft  us,  yet. 

We  made  new  Leavies,  and  marcht  up  the  Rhine, 
To  guard  the  Country  of  the  Palatine ; 
But,  all  in  vaine.     For,  nothing  did  we  there, 
Except  prolong  the  miferies  of  War. 

God, 
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God,  would  not  that  deliver'd  they  fhould  be 
By  people  that  fo  wicked  are  as  we. 
But,  fcourged  them  and  us,  in  bitter  wife  : 
And 'JIM,  his  heavy  hand  upon  us  lies. 

Then,  muftred  we  Ambajfadors  together ; 
We  fent  them  oft,  and  almoft  ev'ry  whither ; 
But,  by  our  Treaties  we  acquired  nought : 
Nay,  many  difadvantages  they  brought ; 
For,  then,  our  foes  for  battle  did  prepare, 
When  we  of  peace  together  treating  were. 
Yea,  God  hath  cauj'd  the  harme  that  they  have  done  us  ; 
And,  JIM,  his  hand  lies  heavily  upon  us. 

The  fortune  of  the  War  we  tride  againe 
By  Mansfield;  which  did  likewife  prove  in  vaine. 
To  Denmark  alfo  we  did  fend  fupplies, 
And  there,  moreover,  fick  and  bleeding  lies 
Our  honor.     And,  yet  JIM,  againjl  our  Land 
The  Lord  of  Hofts  hath  Jlretched  out  his  hand. 

Throughout  the  Eajlerne  Indies  where  we  had 
A  wealthy  and  an  honorable  Trade, 
A  petty  Nation,  dolh  now  baffle,  dare  us, 
And,  out  of  trading,  hope  e're  long  to  weare  us. 
Our  glorious  Fleet,  that  lately  braved  Cales, 
Of  her  exploits  affords  not  many  tales. 
Another,  and  another  too,  fmce  then, 
Was  put  to  fea,  and  driven  home  agen 
All  fhaken  and  betatter'd.     Some,  the  wind 
Sent  back,  and  fruftrate  made  what  was  defign'd. 
Some  others,  were  by  other  lets  delay'd, 
And,  made  to  faile,  in  that  which  they  affaiPd  : 
For,  God  with  this  our  Nation  was  offended ; 
And,  yet,  his  hand  againjl  us  is  extended. 

Another  Navie,  worthy  greater  note, 
Then  all  of  thefe  forenamed,  now  doth  flote 
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Vpon  the  feas  :  and  fuch  a  fame  it  beares, 

That  all  the  neighb'ring  kingdornes  it  deters. 

For,  Zand  and  Sea  it  threatens  :  and  we  heare 

Before  the  lie  of  Rce,  at  rode  they  are, 

Where  they  of  brave  atchievements  hopefull  grow, 

I  wifh,  and  I  do  pray  it  may  be  fo 

As  they  defire,  if  God  be  pleaf 'd  therein. 

But,  much  I  feare,  that  we  have  guilty  bin 

Of  fomewhat  unrepented  yet,  that  will 

Make  all  our  undertakings  profper  ill, 

Till  we  are  humbled  more.     For,  God  hath  laine 

His  heavy  hand  upon  us,  long  in  vaine. 

And,  though  our  hearts  with  foolifh  hopes  we  fill, 

His  Anne,  againji  us,  forth  he  fir  etches  fill. 

Or  elfe  it  could  not  be  our  forces  great, 

So  many  times  fhould  fuffer  a  defeat. 

For  when  a  leffer  Fleet  was  fent  to  do 

A  Mif chief e,  it  had  pow'r  enough  thereto. 

But  let  us  take  a  little  further  heed, 
How  ill  our  hopes  in  foiraine  parts  fucceed. 
The  French  and  Germane  Churches,  in  whofe  care, 
And  in  whofe  perfecutions  we  do  fhare  : 
Have  been  afflicted  in  a  grievous  wife, 
And  ftill  a  heavy  burden  on  them  lyes. 
Gods  foes,  and  theirs,  and  ours,  have  craftily 
Combined  in  a  flrong  confederacy. 
The  tents  of  Edom,  and  the  JfJuncflites, 
The  feed  of  Agar,  and  the  Moabites, 
With  AfJutr,  and  the  fons  of  Lot  confpire ; 
With  Gehal,  Amnion,  Amelek,  and  2'yre. 
Yea  Gog  and  Magog;  clofe  and  open  foes, 
Ev'n  all  thofe  Armies  which  Gods  truth  oppofe, 
(And  by  the  Names,  here  mention'd,  figur'd  were) 
Confederated,  and  refolved  are, 
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To  prey  upon  us.     Come,  now  come,  fay  they, 
Let's  root  their  Nation,  and  their  Name  a7aay. 
And,  if  our  God  be  filent  over-long, 
Their  ftrength  encreafing,  will  encreafe  the  wrong 
His  Church  endures  :  our  caufe  will  be  o'rethrowne, 
And,  they  will  take  Gods  houfes  for  their  owne. 

If  yet,  thou  doft  not  feele  thy  fickly  cafe, 
Nor  in  thefe  forraine  glaffes  view  thy  face, 
Look  home  agen ;  and  I  will  fhew  thee  there 
Moe  things,  that  worthy  notice  will  appeare. 
There,  thou  (halt  find  diftruction  in  the  State; 
The  Commons,  and  forae  Nobles,  at  debate  ; 
The  Court  it  felfe  difturbed  with  difunions  ; 
Some  following  others ;  fome  their  owne  opinions  ; 
Some  ftriving,  from  their  feats,  their  mates  to  thruft ; 
Few  knowing  in  whofe  friendfhip  they  may  truft. 

There  fee  thou  fhalt  moft  feeking  the  difgraces 
Of  others ;  and  in  all  their  fellowes  places 
Men  fo  experiene'd,  that  they  leave  to  do 
Thofe  duties,  they  themfelves  are  call'd  unto. 
There  thou  fhalt  fee  fuch  foolifh  imitations  ; 
Such  complements,  fuch  groffe  difiimulations ; 
Such  practices  ;  fuch  products,  and  devices  ; 
Contriving  of  fuch  foolifh  paradifes  ; 
Such  doing  and  undoing,  what  is  done ; 
That,  'Twill  be  matter  worthy  mufing  on. 

Thofe  Offices,  and  thofe  high  feats  of  State, 
(Efteem'd  moft  honorable)  are  of  late 
Become  fo  skittifh ;  or  the  men  that  get  them, 
Such  artleffe  riders,  that  they  cannot  fit  them. 
When  liv'd,  at  once,  fo  many,  w*ho  did  cary, 
(And  left  difgrae'd)  the  ftiles  of  Secretary, 
Of  Chamberlaine,  Chief  lujlice,  Treafurer, 
Of  Lord  high  Keeper,  and  Lord  Chatueller  ? 
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Of  thefe,  and  other  titles,  when  was  feene 
Such  chopping  and  fuch  changing,  as  hath  beene 
In  later  yeares  ?  fure,  fomething  is  amiffe, 
That  fuch  uncertainty  among  us  is. 

Thofe  perf'nages,  whofe  words  were  heretofore 
As  Oracles ;  are  credited  no  more 
Then  Cheaters  are.     Their  hand  &  feale  doth  fland 
For  nothing,  if  no  other  come  in  hand. 
So  void  are  fome  advanced  to  high  place, 
Of  common  underftanding,  and  of  grace, 
That  neither  fhame,  nor  loffe,  which  doth  befall 
To  other  men,  can  move  them  ought  at  all. 
But,  as  men  markt  for  Vengeance,  or  elfe  fent 
For  thy  difhonor,  and  thy  punifhment, 
They  dare  proceed  to  pracTice  ev'ry  fin 
For  which  their  predeceffors  fhent  have  bin. 
Nay,  fome  who  for  corruption  were  remov'd 
To  give  thofe  place,  might  well  have  been  approv'd 
Refpecting  them  ;  if  all  the  peoples  cries, 
From  jufl  occafion  may  be  thought  to  rife. 
Yea,  they  have  juflifi'd,  and  honor  done  them, 
Who  went  before,  in  having  overgone  them 
In  doing  wrongs.  And,  in  thofe  wrongs  they  do, 
They  are  fo  praclifed,  and  hardned  to, 
That  no  examples,  or  faire  warning  (hall 
Take  place  ('tis  thought)  till  they  have  ruin'd  all. 

Some  Offices  are  growne  fo  over  large 
For  thofe  who  undertake  them,  to  difcharge, 
Elfe,  they  that  have  them,  fo  unable  are, 
Or  of  their  duties  have  fo  little  care, 
That  fuitors  poore  have  many  times  attended 
Whole  months  together,  e're  they  were  befriended, 
So  much,  to  have  their  humble  fuits  perufed. 
Yet,  thefe,  as  if  they  had  not  elfe  abufed 
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The  Common-wealth  enough  do  often  add 
To  thofe  employments  which  before  they  had, 
New  Offices ;  and  take  fo  much  upon 
Their  feeble  moulders,  that  no  good  is  done. 

If  thou  obferveft  mens  communication, 
Thou  heare  it  (halt  fo  full  of  defperation, 
As  if  they  feared  God  had  us  forfaken, 
And,  to  fome  other  place  himfelfe  betaken. 
But,  thou,  indeed,  his  Covenant  haft  broke  ; 
His  word  diftrufled  ;  his  Commands  forfook  ; 
And  aid  from  Egypt,  and  from  AJhur  fought, 
Whofe  truftleffe  friendfhip  will  availe  thee  nought. 
Nay,  fome  there  be,  that  in  thefe  days  of  evill, 
Advife  to  make  atonements  with  the  Devill. 
For  they  doe  little  better  who  would  call 
The  Turke,  to  helpe  maintaine  the  Churches  wall. 
Yea,  they  who  make  that  Foe  our  ayd  become, 
Do  fave  a  houfe,  by  firing  Chrijlendome. 

The  Land  appeares  as  if  it  ripening  v,  ere 
For  Defolation  :  and  ev'n  ev'rywhere 
Mod  men  are  growne  fo  prodigally  vaine ; 
So  greedily  purfue  they  prefent  gaine  ; 
And  from  this  pleafant  Kingdome  have  fo  rent 
Her  woods,  her  groves,  and  ev'ry  ornament, 
(Without  all  care  of  planting  or  renewing 
For  their  Poftcritics  in  times  enfuing) 
As  if  they  either  thought,  or  did  forefee, 
That  when  they  dy'd,  the  world  would  ended  be, 
Or  that  before  the  following  generations, 
This  Land  fhould  be  poffefl  by  other  Nations. 

We  have  not  pow'r  their  counfell  to  receive, 
Who  for  our  fafeties  befl  advifement  give  : 
For,  in  themfelves,  fuch  bafeneffe  moil  retaine, 
That  all  arc  thought  to  ayme  at  private  gaine. 
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And  doubtleffe  we  have  many  Mountebanks, 

Who  arrogate  the  profit  and  the  thanks 

Of  others  labours  ;  or  elfe  feek  to  croffe 

Their  good  defignes,  to  their  difgrace  and  loffe. 

Yea,  fuch  extreame  corruptions  ev'ryvvhere 

In  men  of  ev'ry  quality  appeare, 

That  whatfoever  reafons  may  be  rendred, 

To  prove  that  by  fome  courfes  which  are  tendred, 

(To  be  proceeded  in)  the  common  peace 

Or  profit  might  in  future  times  encreafe, 

And  be  advanc'd,  a  million  by  the  yeare  : 

Yet,  if  but  any  private  perfons  feare 

It  may  fome  incomes  from  their  chefls  withdraw, 

For  which  they  neither  Confcience  have  nor  law  : 

Thefe  men  (if  they  attempt  it.  and  be  able 

To  give  a  bribe  that  may  be  valuable 

In  any  meafure)  quite  fhall  overthrow 

That  good  defignment :  and  not  onely  fo, 

But  thefe  and  they  that  were  their  inftruments 

Shall  purchafe  him  who  that  defign  invents, 

(For  his  reward)  both  infamy  and  hate  : 

And  make  themf elves  appeare  unto  the  State 

Good  Patriots ;  who  being  fifted  well) 

Are  fcarce  fo  honeft  men  as  go  to  hell. 

Rapt  by  a  fp'rituall  Vifion,  I  have  feene 
The  thin  and  crafie  wall,  that  ftands  betweene 
Our  fight,  and  their  concealed  practices, 
Who  have  the  place  of  Elders  in  thefe  dayes  : 
And  fpying  there  a  hole,  I  digg'd  into 
Their  fecrefies ;  to  fee  what  works  they  doe. 
Where  (not  without  God's  warrant  and  his  ayd) 
Moft  foule  abominations  I  furvaid. 

I  faw  their  Chambers  of  Imagery, 
And  all  thofe  Objetts  of  Idolatry 
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To  which  they  bow,  upon  the  wals  Jepainted  : 

I  faw  thofe  toyes  adored  and  befainted  : 

I  faw  what  ftrange  devotions  there  they  ufe  ; 

How  they  in  private  do  the  world  abufe ; 

And  from  their  Cenfers  feemed  to  arife 

A  cloud  which  dimm'd  the  Sacrificers  eyes. 

There  (oh!  good  God)  how  many  did  I  fee 
Who  zealous  Prelats  do  appeare  to  be  ? 
How  many  State/men,  and  how  many  a  one 
That  our  high  feats  of  Iudgements  fits  upon  ? 
How  many  who  right  honeft  men  appeare  ? 
In  outward  fhow  ?  how  many  drawing  neere 
Vnto  their  graves?  how  many  learned  men ? 
How  many,  that  will  ftoutiy  now  and  then 
Maintaine  an  honeft  caufe,  to  fome  good  end, 
(For  ought  we  know)  when  they  no  good  intend  ? 
How  many  ill-difpofed  men  (oh  !  God) 
Who  otherwife  affected  feeme  abroad, 
Beheld  I  there  in  fecret  proftituting 
Themfelves  to  breathleffe  Idols,  and  imputing 
Great  pow'r  unto  them  ?  and  how  bafe  are  thofe 
Sometime  in  private,  who  make  goodly  fhowes 
Of  nobleft  thoughts  ?    Some,  to  the  rifing-Sun 
Direclly  kneele ;  fome  fix  their  eyes  upon 
The  Moone,  which  from  his  beams  receives  her  light. 
Some,  ftand  devoted  to  the  works  of  Night : 
Some,  deifie  their  Pride,  and  fome  their  Lnft : 
In  carnall  Policy,  fome  put  their  trull : 
Some  (as  a  Goddeffe)  Vengeance  do  emplore  : 
Vnrighteous  Mammon,  otherfome  adore  : 
With  worldly  Honor,  fome  idolatrize ; 
Some  other,  to  their  Nets  do  facrifife  : 
To  Pleafure,  many  offer  their  eftates ; 
Himfelfe  to  Envy,  one  man  dedicates  : 
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Another  makes  Vaineglories  altars  fume, 

Till  all  his  patrimony  he  confume  : 

A  third,  to  Sloth  and  Idlcneffe  doth  bow  : 

Before  Exceffe,  a  fourth  doth  fall  as  low  : 

Yea  Horfes,  -Dogs  ,and  Hanks ;  ev'n  Beaftsa  nd  Fowles, 

Are  Idols  of  their  love.     Nor  hath  their  foules 

Idolatriz'd  with  brutifh  things  alone, 

But  ev'n  with  Gold,  and  Silver,  Wood,  and  Stone. 

Nor  have  they  only  of  fuch  things  as  thefe, 

(That  reall  be)  fet  up  vaine  images 

Within  their  hearts  ;  but,  they  goe  further,  far, 

And  worihip  Fictions,  which  the  likeneffe  are 

Of  nought  in  heav'n,  earth,  fea,  or  in  the  waters 

Below  the  earth;  but  meere fantajiicke  matters. 

And,  that  by  fuch  like  Gods,  as  are  their  Treafure, 
Their  Honor,  their  Preferment,  and  their  Plea  fit  re, 
They  may  be  happy  made  ;  what  things  I  pray, 
To  fhew  their  zeale  (fuppofe  you)  offer  they  ? 
Ev'n  thofe,  refpecting  which,  thefe  gods  are  vile. 
For,  they  do  give  unto  them,  otherwhile, 
Their  natural!  reft  and  fleep,  fometime  their  health  : 
Sometime  what's  due  to  God  they  take  by  flealth, 
To  wafte  upon  their  Mawmcts  ;  and  of  thefe, 
One  offred  is,  another  to  appeafe. 
Their  beautious  daughters  fome  of  them  have  given 
To  Moloch  :  other  fome  their  wives  have  driven 
To  paffe  the  fire  :  great  numbers  make  oblations 
Of  all  their  friends,  to  thofe  abominations. 
To  ferve  them,  fome  their  Country  fet  to  fale ; 
Her  love,  her  wealth,  her  honor,  peace,  and  all. 
Yea  fome,  ev'n  their  owne  lives  to  loffe  expofe, 
(Their  confeiences,  and  foules)  for  love  of  thofe  ; 
And  (left  unto  a  reprobated  fenfe) 
With  Gods  and  Natures  lawes  they  can  difpence. 
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Of  thefe,  a  Vifion  did  appeare  to  me  / 
Judge  Readers,  whether  true  or  falfe  it  be. 
If  no  fuch  doings  be,  my  words  contemne, 
And  let  this  Vifion  paffe  but  for  a  Drcame. 
If  really  thou  find  it  to  be  fo, 
Then,  think  oh !  Britainc,  what  thou  haft  to  do. 

But,  thinke  it  ferioufly  :  for,  things  that  are 
In  fouleft  plight,  will  often  faire  appeare. 
Beleeve  not  all  that  mail  reported  be ; 
But,  prove  and  fearch ;  and  truft  what  thou  doft  fee. 
The  Land  is  over-fpred  with  wickedneffe ; 
Yet,  no  man  will  hirafelfe  in  fault  confeffe. 
Men  daily  talke  how  bad  the  times  are  growne. 
Yet,  few  men  fee  an  error  of  their  owne. 
The  Country  is  diftreffed  many  wayes. 
And  on  the  Cities  pride,  the  blame  it  layes. 
The  City  finds  her  trading  falleth  fhort, 
And  thinks  the  caufe  thereof  is  in  the  Court. 
The  Court  complaines,  and  railes  as  much  agen, 
Againft  the  Farmer,  and  the  Citizen. 
Our  Parliajnents  imputed  have  of  late. 
Our  troubles  to  fome  errors  in  the  State. 
The  State  offended  is,  and  difcontent 
With  fome  proceedings  in  the  Parliament. 
Our  Court  Divines,  proteft  the  Lawyers  ftand 
So  much  upon  the  Cuflomes  of  the  Land, 
(The  Lawes  and  ancient  Frecdomes,  which  belong 
Vnto  the  Commons)  that,  the  King  they  wrong. 
The  People  vow,  the  Prelats  flatter  fo 
To  get  preferment,  that  they  will  undo 
Both  Church  and  Common-wealth  ;  &  fome  conceive, 
If  we  their  State-Divinity  beleeve, 
It  will  of  ev'ry  priviledge  bereave  us, 
And  no  more  Law,  but  Will  and  Pleafure  leave  us. 

And, 
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And,  as  the  Tewes,  to  fave  their  Place,  and  Name, 
Did  that,  which  loffe  of  both  of  them  became  : 
So,  thought  it  is,  that  if  our  Prelats  fall. 
The  way,  they  feek  to  Hand,  effect  it  (hall. 

The  followers  of  Ar minim  fome  revile, 
As  troublers  of  the  Churches  of  this  lie. 
Some  think  the  doubts  &  queftions  they  have  moved 
Shal  make  the  Truth  more  known,  &  more  approved. 

The  Papijl  fayes,  that  we  afflicted  are, 
Becaufe  their  fuperftitions  banifht  were. 
Some  Proteflants  beleeve  we  fare  the  worfe 
For  fav'ring  them;  and  that  they  bring  a  curfe 
Vpon  the  Land.  Some  others,  do  accufe 
The  Scparatijls,  and  thofe  men  who  refufe 
Vnto  this  Churches  orders  to  conform e. 
They,  on  the  other  fide,  as  much  do  ftorme 
Againft  our  Difcipline  and  Hierarchy, 
As  parts  of  Antichriftian-herefie. 
And  though  we  all  are  nought ;  yet,  we  do  all 
Each  other  cenfure,  perfecute,  mifcall, 
And  fo  condemne ;  as  if  we  had  no  fuch 
Infirmities,  as  we  in  others  touch. 

But,  as  her  vertue  may  be  ne're  the  more, 
Who  firft,  in  fcoulding,  calls  her  neighbour  whore, 
So,  he  that  fooneft  check  abufes  can, 
(At  all  times)  proveth  not  the  holieft  man. 
Ev'n  I,  that  in  whole  Volumes,  do  complaine 
Againft  thofe  faults,  which  in  my  times  do  raigne ; 
May  be  a  Villane,  when  all  that  is  done, 
If  other  fignes  of  goodneffe  I  have  none. 

But,  why  fpeak  I  of  Symptomcs,  when  all  fee 
Thy  Sickneffe,  to  be  evident  on  thee? 
Thou  haft  a  fearfull  trembling  at  thy  heart, 
And,  a  quotidian  Fever  fhakes  each  part. 

Thine 
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Thine  eyes  do  fee  thy  flefh  doth  fall  away  ; 
The  lovely  colour  of  thy  cheeks  decay. 
Thy  veines  grow  empty,  which  did  lately  fwell ; 
Thofe  parts  are  naked,  that  were  clothed  well : 
Thofe  limbs  are  weakned,  that  e'rewhile  were  flrong ; 
And  into  gronings  thou  haft  chang'd  thy  Song. 
Yea,  thou  maid  feele  (unleffe  that  fenfe  be  dead) 
A  paine  betweene  thy  Body,  and  thy  Head. 

The  Staves  of  God,  of  which  we  read  it  fpoken 
By  Za chary  ;  are  bruized,  if  not  broken. 
The  Staffe  of  Bands  (or  Vnion)  hath  fome  cracks  : 
And,  that  of  Bcautie  now  fo  little  lacks 
Of  being  fhiver'd  ;  that,  thou  art  almoft 
The  fcorne  of  Chrifloidome  :  and  haft  nigh  loft 
Thy  former  glory.   Neither  art  thou  foly 
Defpifed  and  difhonor'd,  by  thy  folly; 
But  in  thofe  mifchiefes  which  thy  fins  procure, 
Thy  Prince  a  difadvantage  doth  endure. 
His  vertues  are  repulfed  from  that  height 
Of  honour,  whereunto  afcend  they  might, 
Wert  thou  leffe  wicked.  He,  whom  as  our  eyes 
We  feemed  (as  but  yefterday)  to  prize ; 
He,  for  whofe  abfence  we  fo  much  complained, 
And  wept,  and  pray'd,  and  vow'd,  whilft  he  remained 
Divided  from  us :  and  at  whofe  returne 
We  did  fo  many  piles  to  afhes  burne  : 
Ev'n  he,  hath  not  received  that  content 
From  us,  which  he  expecled,  and  we  meant. 

Some  fpirit  of  Diffention  loof'd  hath  bin ; 
Some  fparks  of  Difcord  have  beene  hurled  in, 
And  blowne  among  us ;  fo  that  he  and  wee 
Not  fo  well  pleafcd  in  each  other  be 
x\s  both  defire.     And  fhould  this  flame  encreafe, 
God  knowes  how  much  it  would  offend  our  peace. 

Thy 
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Thy  Body,  England,  reprefentative, 
Vnable  was  prevention  to  contrive 
For  fuch  a  mifchiefe ;  neither  dare  men  fay 
(Although  they  could)  on  whom  the  blame  to  lay. 
Some,  doe  accufe  the  Parliament ;  fome  blame 
Another  Faction ;  and,  I  doubtfull  am, 
Some  rafhly  taxe  the  King :  but,  to  provide 
A  fudge,  by  whom  fuch  parties  may  be  tride, 
Who  knowes  (I  pray?)  or  what  is  he  that  can 
Such  points  as  thefe,  without  reproving,  fcan  ? 
Nay,  where  is  he,  from  faction  or  from  feare 
So  free,  that  (though  he  knew  it  needfull  were) 
Ke  dares  prefume  in  any  publike  wife, 
So  much  as  mention  fuch  Statc-myflerics  ? 

Yet,  fure,  they  muft  be  mention'd ;  and  they  may, 
By  thofe  who  know  good  Reafon,  and  the  Way 
Of  fo  unfolding  them,  that  no  offence 
Be  given  ;  whatfoe're  be  taken  thence. 
And  therefore,  though  fuch  men  who  cannot  fee 
What  calling  at  this  prefent  warrants  me, 
Or,  by  vihaXfpirit  I  am  urged  to 
Thofe  actions  which  I  undertake  to  do  ; 
Though  fuch  conjecture  may,  that  I  prefume 
Too  far,  and  on  my  felfe  too  much  affume, 
(Beyond  my  place)  yet,  in  my  felfe  fecure, 
I'le  put  my  felfe  their  cenfure  to  endure  ; 
And  all  that  perill,  which  thefe  coward  times 
Suppofe  may  follow  my  truth-fpeaking  Rimes. 
Direct  thou  fo,  oh  God!  my  hand  by  thine, 
That  I  in  this  may  draw  an  eaven  Line. 
For,  110  advice  from  car  nail  wits  I  crave : 
Nor  any  Counfcllor,  bid  thee,  to  have. 

My  Prince  and  Country,  though,  perhaps  I  be 
Not  much  to  them ;  are  both  mod  deare  to  me. 

And 
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And  may  I  perifh,  if  to  fave  my  life 

I  would  betwixt  that  couple  nourifh  flrife. 

Or  if  for  one  of  them  I  that  would  fay, 

Which  might  from  tothers  due  take  ought  away. 

If  God  direct  me  not,  I  may  do  ill 

In  this  performance ;  but,  I  know,  to  will 

And  to  defire  their  welfare,  is  from  heaven 

(Ev'n  by  his  grace)  to  me  already  given. 

I  may  perchance  in  what  I  beft  intend, 

Have  neither  King  nor  People  to  my  friend  ; 

Yet  will  I  fpeake  my  mind  to  profit  them, 

Though  both  mould,  for  my  labour  me  condemne. 

For,  from  all  other  ends  and  hopes  I'me  free, 

Save  thofe,  which  in  an  honeft  man  fhould  be. 

If  that  which  profits  either  I  propofe, 

They  both  fliall  gaine,  and  neither  party  lofe, 

But,  if  that  harme  fliall  by  my  words  be  done, 

1'le  weigh  them  fo,  it  fliall  be  mine  alone. 

My  cenfure  I  will  give  in  things,  which  none 

Have  dar'd  to  paffe  a  publike  Iudgement  on. 

Come,  tnarke  me,  you  who  thinke  I  now  begin 

To  tread  a  path  which  I  fliall  flumble  in : 

And,  if  you  fee,  what  juflly  you  may  check  ; 

Trip  up  my  hee/es,  and  make  me  breake  my  necke. 

Although  we  heed  not,  or  elfe  will  not  fee, 
Thofe  Maladies  which  daily  growing  be  ; 
I  find  (and  I  do  much  companionate 
What  I  behold)  a  rupture  in  the  State, 
Of  this  great  Body.  Lamed  are  the  Feet ; 
The  Legs  that  fhould  fupport  her,  fcarcely  meet, 
For  that  great  ftructure  which  upon  them  ftands, 
The  finews  are  enfeebled,  and,  the  Hands 
Vnfit  for  action,  deafned  are  her  Eares, 
And  what  concernes  her  moil,  fhe  hardly  heares. 

Her 
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Her  Eyes  (which  are  her  watchmen)  are  become 
Halfe  blind ;  her  Tongue  is  almofl  waxen  dumb  : 
It  cannot  fpeak  the  truth  for  her  owne  wealth  : 
Her  JVofe,  that  fhould  diftinguifh,  for  her  health, 
Twixt  things  that  wholfome,  and  unwholfome  were, 
Hath  loft  that  faculty  :  her  Pulfes  are 
Vncertaine  .•  her  Digejtioti  is  not  good ; 
And,  that  hath  filled  her  with  tainted  Blood : 
Her  Judgement,  and  her  Common-fenfe  fo  failes, 
That  flie  her  felfe  perceives  not  what  fhe  ayles  .• 
Her  Spleene  is  ftopt ;  and,  thofe  obftruclions  make 
Bad  fumings,  which  have  cauf'd  her  Head  to  ake. 
And  He  (alas)  is  bound  about  the  Croivne 
With  cares,  that  make  him  bow  his  forehead  downe. 

Thou  art  this  Body,  England;  and  thy  Head 
Is  our  dread  Sov'raigne.  The  diftemper  bred 
Betwixt  you  two,  from  one  of  you  doth  flow ; 
And  which  it  is,  I  purpofe  here  to  fhow. 
Be  bold  to  heare  me  Beaders  ;  for,  in  feafon 
I  fpeake;  and  here's  not  fellony,  nor  treafon. 
In  this  that  followes ;  to  have  pow'r  or  aime 
To  touch  the  Lords  Anointed,  I  difclaime. 
I  have  no  warrant ;  neither  know  I  ought, 
To  reprehend  him  for,  although  I  mought. 
And,  they  of  my  uprightneffe  judge  amiffe, 
Who  think  I  flatter,  in  affirming  this. 
For  as  my  Princes  faults  I  may  not  blaze  ; 
So,  I  am  alfo  bound  (as  there  is  caufe) 
To  juftifie  what  vertues  I  do  heare 
To  be  in  him  ;  or,  fee  in  him  appeare. 

The  gen'rall  faults  of  others,  mine  owne  eyes 
Have  feene  ;  and  that's  enough  to  warrantize 
A  generall  reproofe  :  but,  never,  yet, 
In  him  beheld  I,  what  did  unbent 
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His  perfon  or  his  place  :  much  have  I  feene, 
That,  rather,  hath  an  honor  to  him  beene. 
And,  whatfoe're  mail  mutter'd  be  of  fome, 
There  reignes  not  any  King  in  Chriftendome, 
Of  whom  there  was  divulg'd  a  better  fame ; 
Or,  whom  a  royall  Throne  fo  well  became. 

And,  what  is  lately  done,  to  blot  the  ftory 
Of  his  defert  ?  or  to  deface  his  glory  ? 
Or  wherewithal!  can  any  tongue  traduce 
His  actions,  which  admitteth  not  excufe? 
What  if  his  people  have  expected  more 
(From  hopes,  by  them  conceived  heretofore) 
Then  yet  fucceeds?  what  can  from  thence  redound 
To  prove  his  Vertices  or  his  wayes  unfound? 
Why  may  not  this  effect  arife  from  them 
That  fo  fufpect,  much  rather  then  from  him  ? 
As  God  long  fince  unto  thofe  Iewes  did  fay, 
(Who  judged  him  unequall  in  his  way) 
So  fay  I  England;  is  thy  Sotfraignes  path 
Vnequall  ?  or  is't  rather  thine  which  hath 
Such  indirectneffe  ?  wherefore  may  not  all 
Which  is  amiffe,  by  thine  owne  fault  befall? 
Why  may  not  (England)  a  difeafedneffe 
(Occafioned  by  thy  unrighteoufneffe) 
Make  him  unpleafmg  in  his  courfe  to  thee, 
Whom  thou  haft  praifed  ?  and  whofe  graces  be 
The  fame  they  were  ?  thou  knoweft  many  a  one, 
In  bodily  difeafes.  thus  hath  done. 
Thofe  meats  and  drinks,  that  are  both  fweet  &  pure, 
They  can  nor  truly  rellifh,  nor  endure. 

We  feldome  fee  the  Bodies  torment  bred 
By  ought  which  firft  arifeth  in  the  Head ; 
But,  oftentimes  we  feele  both  head  and  eyes 
Difeaf'd  by  fumes  which  from  the  Body  rife. 

And 
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And  though  downe  from  the  head  there  may  diflill 
Some  humour,  otherwhile,  which  maketh  ill 
The  lower  parts  ;  yet,  that  firfl  vapor' d  from 
Thofe  crudities  and  noyfome  fumes  which  come 
From  ill  digeftion  ;  or,  from  ftoppages 
Which  are  in  our  inferior  paffages. 
Tis  thus  in  nat'rall  Bodies ;  and  the  like 
May  be  obferv'd  in  Bodies  politick. 

The  head  and  body  both  are  evill  pleaf'd, 
When  any  part  of  either  is  difeaf 'd  : 
But,  their  diflempers,  worfe  or  eafier  are 
Suftained,  as  their  firfl  occafions  were. 
When  Lungs  or  Liver  doth  defective  grow 
By  ought  within  it  felfe,  it  paines  not  fo 
The  head,  as  when  from  thence  doth  alfo  fall 
Thofe  rhewmes  and  humors,  that  by  tickling  (hail 
Occafion  coughs  and  ftrainings,  to  diftend 
The  paffages,  as  if  each  part  would  rend. 
Nor  is  the  Stomach  fo  diftempered, 
By  any  hurt  or  bruife  upon  the  Head, 
(By  its  owne  fault  receiv'd)  as  when  it  aketh, 
Through  turnings,  which  from  parts  below  it  taketh. 

So  fares  it  with  a  People  and  their  King. 
Ev'n  all  their  errors,  griefes  and  cares  doe  bring 
Vpon  each  other  fo,  that  what  the  one 
Mifdoeth  in,  doth  bring  fome  fmart  upon 
The  other  party.     But,  they  mail  not  be 
Afflicted  with  it,  both  in  one  degree. 
For,  if  the  Princes  overfight  or  fin, 
Of  any  publike  Plague  firfl  caufe  hath  bin, 
The  greateft  mifchiefe  will  at  laft  be  his. 
And,  if  the  Subjccls  have  fo  done  amiffe, 
That  Vengeance  followes  it,  the  King  may  grieve  ; 
But,  they  (hall  be  confumed,  I  beleeve  : 

And 
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And,  that  for  each  ones  perfonall  defect 
The  greateft  harme  will  on  himfelfe  reflect : 

What  then  to  be  performed  is  remaining, 
But,  that  we  leave  repining,  and  complaining 
On  one  another,  and  our  labours  bend, 
Our  felves,  as  much  as  may  be,  to  amend  ? 
Let  ev'ry  one  examine  well  his  way, 
And,  for  himfelfe,  and  for  all  others  pray. 
For,  this  is  far  more  likely  to  redreffe 
The  prefent  mifchiefes,  then  our  frowardneffe. 
The  party  that  hath  innocency,  fhall 
Be  fure  to  ftand,  though  all  about  him  fall. 
And,  if  we  all  perverfly  wicked  prove, 
We  fhall  have  all,  one  judgement  from  above. 

If  in  thy  King  (oh  Britaine)  ought  amiffe 
Appeares  to  be  ;  'twixt  God  and  him  it  is. 
Of  him  he  fhall  be  judged.     What  to  thee 
Pertaineth  it,  his  cenfurer  to  be  ? 
If  thou  fhalt  fuffer  with  him  ;  thy  offence 
Deferv'd  it ;  and  nought  elfe  but  penitence 
Becomes  thy  practice  ;  neither  fhall  there  ought 
That's  wrong,  by  other  meanes,  to  right  be  brought. 

Thy  generall  voice,  but  newly,  did  confeffe 
In  him  much  vertue,  and  much  hopefulneffe ; 
And,  he  fo  late  affum'd  his  Diadem, 
That  there  hath  fcarce  beene  time  enough  for  him 
Thofe  evils  to  performe,  that  may  inferre 
A  generall  mifchiefe.   Neither,  do  I  heare 
Of  ought,  as  yet,  which  thou  to  him  canft  lay, 
But  that  he  doth  to  thee  thy  will  denay. 
Or  with  a  gentle  ftoutneffe  claime,  and  drive, 
For  what  he  thinks  his  juft  Prerogative. 

And  why,  I  prethee,  may  not  all  this  flow 
From  fome  corruptions  which  in  thee  do  grow 

V  Without 
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Without  his  fault  ?  why  may  not,  for  thy  crimes 
Some  inftruments  of  Sathan,  in  thefe  times, 
Be  fuffred  to  obfcure  from  him  awhile 
The  truth  of  things?  and  his  beleefe  beguile, 
With  vert'uos  fhowes,  difcreet  and  good  pretences, 
To  plague  and  punifh  thee  for  thy  offences  ? 
Why  may  not  God  (and  juftly  too)  permit 
Some  Sycophant,  or  cunning  hypocrite, 
For  thy  hypocrifies,  to  fleale  away 
His  heart  from  thee  ?  and  goodly  colours  lay 
On  Projecls  which  may  caufe  him  to  undo  thee, 
And  think  that  he  no  wrong  hath  done  unto  thee  ? 
Nay,  wherefore  may  not  fome  thy  King  advife 
To  that  which  feems  to  wrong  thy  liberties, 
Yet  in  themfelves  be  honefl  men,  and  juft, 
Who  have  abufed  been  by  thofe  they  trufl  ? 
Thy  wickedneffe  deferves  it :  and  that  he 
Who  in  himfelfe  is  good,  fhould  bring  to  thee 
No  profit  by  his  goodneffe,  but  augment 
Thy  forrowes,  till  thy  follies  thou  repent  ? 
For,  what  is  in  it  felfe  from  evill  free, 
Is  evill  made,  to  thofe  that  evill  be. 
Why  may  it  not  be  poffible,  that  thou 
Demanded!!  what  he  might  not  well  allow 
Without  difhonor.   Or,  if  all  were  right 
Which  thou  requiredft ;  yet  the  manner  might 
Diftaft  him  ?  Or,  who  certaine  is,  but  fome 
(Pretending  publike  grievances)  might  come 
With  private  fpleene  and  malice,  to  purfue 
Thofe  faults  in  others,  which  their  confcience  knew 
That  they  themfelves  were  guilty  of;  and  had 
No  peace  with  God  by  true  repentance  made  ? 
If  fo  it  were,  I  doe  admire  the  leffe 
That  thy  petitions  had  an  ill  fucceffe. 

If 
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If  any  fingle  man  hath  ought  mifdone, 
It  is  fo  little  while  fince  he  begun 
His  being  to  receive ;  that,  in  refpecl 
Of  thine,  his  errors  could  fmall  harme  effect. 
But,  thou  haft  heap'd  up  fin  for  many  yeares ; 
And,  thy  exceeding  guiltineffe  appeares, 
With  fo  much  evidence,  that  ev'ry  man 
Of  fome  particular  faults  accufe~thee  can  ; 
And,  openly  reprove  thee,  to  thy  face, 
For  evils,  done  in  ev'ry  time,  and  place. 

Then,  blame  not  him,  if  God  hath  falfifi'd 
Some  hopes  of  late,  or  to  thy  griefe  denide 
That  reformation,  which  thou  didft  require ; 
And  added  (in  the  ftead  of  thy  defire) 
New  grievances.  Nor  too  too  bitterly 
Purfue  thofe  errors  of  infirmity, 
Which  were  by  others,  heretofore  committed  : 
But,  let  all  paft  offences  he  remitted. 
If  thou  perceive  but  hope  of  reformation, 
Goe  off  up  to  God,  for  thy  Oblation, 
A  true  forgiveneffe  of  their  injuries, 
Who  heretofore  have  wrong' d  thy  Liberties. 
And,  do  not  this  in  policy  (altho 
The  times  now  prefent  may  require  it  fo  :) 
But,  fo  forgive,  as  by  the  God  of  heaven 
Thou  doft  defire  thy  fins  may  be  forgiven  : 
For,  by  thy  faults,  difhonor'd  more  is  he, 
Then  thou  by  theirs  that  have  offended  thee. 
And  if  to  them  thou  true  compaffion  fhoweft, 
God  will  not  urge,  perhaps,  the  debt  thou  oweft. 

Of  Reformation  thou  doft  fliow  great  zeale ; 
But,  fome  corruption  maift  thou  not  conceale 
That  mars  the  blefling?  Art  thou  fure  thou  haft 
No  juft  occafion  given  to.diftaft 
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Thy  King?  Doe  thy  complainings  all,  intend 
The  publike  welfare,  without  private  end  ? 
And,  in  preferring  them,  didft  thou  commit 
No  errors  ;  nor  no  decencies  forget  ? 
I  will  not  fay  thou  didft ;  but  I  do  feare, 
That  they  who  wifeft  are,  in  fome  things  erre. 
Forgive  me  thou  high  Court  of  Parliament, 
If  I  fhall  utter  what  will  difcontent 
Thy  difunited  members,  who  have  fate 
In  former  times,  grave  matters  to  debate. 
For,  though  I  will  not  arrogate  the  wit 
To  teach  fo  great  a  Counfell  what  is  fit ; 
Nor  cenfure  any  Acl  which  thou  haft  done, 
When  all  thy  parts  have  joyned  been  in  one. 
Yet  I  will  take  upon  me  to  reprove 
Their  private  errors  who  in  courfes  move 
Repugnant  to  thy  Iujlice ;  and  oft  be 
The  caufe  of  much  difhonor  unto  thee. 
For,  none  (thogh  thou  art  wife)  can  wrog  thee  ought 
To  think,  that  thou  hail  members  may  be  taught. 
And,  as  in  pitched  Battels,  when  by-ilanders 
Do  apprehend  miftakings  in  Commanders, 
(As  oft  they  do)  'twere  better  they  fhould  fay 
What  they  obferve,  then  let  them  lofe  the  day  : 
So  alfo  (though  I  may  be  thought  too  bold) 
'Twere  fitter  my  experience  fhould  be  told, 
Then  that  a  publike  mifchiefe  fhould  enfue, 
And  I,  in  times  to  come,  my  filence  rue. 
For,  fome  (no  doubt)  will  well  approve  the  fame, 
Though  other  fome  will  think  I  was  to  blame  : 
Yea,  that  which  I  will  fpeak  fhall  help,  perchance, 
(In  times  to  come)  thine  honour  to  advance  : 
For,  I  will  fpeak  no  more  then  what  is  due, 
And,  what  my  Confcience  bids  my  Pen  to  fhew. 

Thou 
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Thou  art  an  honor'd  Counfell :  but  upon  thee 
Such  blots  are  cafi,  and  fo  much  wrong  is  done  thee, 
(By  fome,  who  fcarcely  nat'rall  members  be) 
That,  as  this  Kingdome  reprefents  in  thee 
Her  Body  ;  fo,  thou  doft  become  likewife 
A  reprefentment  of  her  Vanities. 
Yea,  when  at  firft,  to  be,  thou  doft  begin, 
Thou  art  conceived,  and  made  up  in  fin. 
For,  to  thy  Honfe  of  Commons,  whither  none 
Thou  fhouldft  admit,  excepting,  fuch  a  one 
Whofe  life  or  knowledge  that  refpecl  may  draw, 
Which  doth  become  the  Maker  of  a  Law; 
Too  oft  elected  are,  in  flead  of  thofe, 
The  rich,  and  them  that  make  the  greatcfl  fhowes 
Of  youthful!  gallantry ;  and,  otherwhile, 
The  very'ft  humorifts  of  all  this  lie. 

When  choice  was  of  thy  Members  to  be  made, 
Their  entrances,  but  little  figne  have  had 
Of  profperous  ends  :  for,  they  that  fhould  have  pad 
A  free  eleclion,  have  their  voices  call 
By  force,  conflraint,  or  for  fome  by-refpe6t, 
On  thofe,  whom  others,  for  their  ends  elect. 

There  be  in  Court,  and  bordring  round  about 
Thy  Burroughs,  many  wifer  men,  no  doubt, 
Then  fome  that  in  Elections  have  their  voice  ; 
And,  by  their  ayd,  there  is  fometime  a  choice 
Of  good  and  able  men  :  yet,  belt  it  were, 
That  all  men  left  to  their  juft  freedomes  were. 
For,  they  to  whom  the  Providence  of  heaven, 
The  right  of  chufing  Burgejfes  hath  given ; 
Are  alfo  by  that  providence  (how  wife 
Or  foolifh  e're  they  feeme  in  others  eyes) 
In  making  of  their  choices  fo  directed, 
As  beft  may  ferve  to  make  his  will  effected. 
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And,  though  the  fame  fhall  juft  as  well  be  done 
By  meanes  of  them  who  lawleffe  courfes  run, 
Yet,  not  for  their  advantage,  to  the  beft, 
Who  from  their  proper  motions  fuch  things  wreft. 

Why  did  the  King  from  his  Prerogative, 
To  any  place  a  priviledge  derive, 
But,  that  they  might  enjoy  them  ?  And,  I  pray, 
What  confcience  tyes  the  People  to  obey 
Thofe  Laives  or  Acls,  in  Parliament  concluded, 
By  thofe  that  have  by  force  or  fraud  intruded  1 

What  reafon  is  it  that  a  flranger  fhould 
Entreat  me  to  commit  my  beft  Freehold, 
To  be  difpof'd  of,  by  fome  one,  whom  he 
Shall  (for  I  know  not  what)  commend  to  me  ? 
What  man  but  he  that  modefty  doth  want, 
Can  be  fo  impudently  arrogant, 
To  fue  by  friends,  or  letters,  place  to  take 
In  fuch  a  Connfell?  yea,  and  Lawcs  to  make? 
As  if,  becaufe  he  hath  a  little  pelfe, 
He  therefore  might  fome  Solon  think  himfelfe, 
Or  fome  Licurgus  ?  Or,  as  if  he  thought 
The  Common-wealth  would  furely  come  to  nought, 
Vnleffe  his  knowledge,  or  his  vertues,  were 
Elected,  to  be  exercifed  there. 
Wliereas  (God  knowes)  too  many  do  afpire 
To  fuch  employments,  either  through  defire 
To  fhew  their  wits ;  to  gaine  fome  vaine  repute, 
Themfelves,  or  friends  to  further  in  fome  fute ; 
To  keep  off  Creditors  ;  or  elfe,  perchance, 
To  entertaine  their  curious  ignorance 
With  myfteries  of  State.  Beleeve  it,  thofe 
Whofe  modefty  forbids  them  to  expofe 
Themfelves  to  be  elected,  I  think  far 
Mure  apt  for  fuch  employments  then  they  are 
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That  feeke  them  :  and  'tis  fitteft  that  in  all 

Such  places,  men  mould  fit  till  they  do  call 

(Of  their  owne  will)  to  whom  the  choice  pertaines. 

For,  thofe  God  fends;  and  unto  them  he  daignes 

Fit  graces  for  the  worke.     The  other,  haft 

(Mov'd  by  their  owne  ambition)  to  be  plac'd 

In  that  great  Conn  fell,  with  a  mind  corrupt; 

Which  doth  difhonor  oft,  and  interrupt 

Their  beft  proceedings.     And  from  hence  it  is, 

So  many  things  among  us  are  amiffe. 

Hence  is  it,  fo  much  time  is  fpent  about 

The  fearching  of  undue  eleclions  out. 

Hence  is  it,  that  in  ftead  of  perfons  grave, 

Such  numbers  of  our  Burgeffes  we  have 

In  thofe  Affemblies,  who  come  ruffling  in 

With  habits  which  have  far  more  fitting  bin 

For  Theaters ;  then  for  the  reverent 

And  facred  prefence  of  a  Parliament. 

Thence  is  it  that  fo  many  Children  are 

Elected  to  have  place  and  voices  there ; 

Yea,  chofen  Counfellers,  when  hardly  pafl 

Their  Tutors  rod  :  beleeve  me,  this  is  haft. 

Although  it  might  excufed  be,  if  fome 
Youngmen  mould  thither  for  experience  come  : 
It  is  not  tollerable,  natheleffe, 
That  many  mould  admitted  be  :  much  leffe 
Thofe  nonage  Youths,  to  whom  our  Lawes  deny 
A  pow'r  in  things  that  fmaller  truft  imply. 

Hence  is  it  that  fometime  the  very  noifes 
Arifing  from  the  multitude  of  voices, 
Foiles  Reafon.     This  maintaineth  alfo  factions, 
And  makes  in  plain  eft  matters  great  diffractions. 
This,  to  thofe  meetings  much  difturbance  brings, 
And  doth  occafion  many  foolifh  things. 
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Thence  is  it,  alfo,  we  admit  of  thofe, 
In  making  Lawes,  who  either  do  oppofe 
Proceedings  legall ;  or,  protections  give 
To  them  that  in  contempt  as  Outlawes  live. 

I  hold  it  not  amiffe,  that  they  who  fpend 
Their  time  the  publike  buf'neffe  to  attend, 
Should  have  their  fervants  from  areftings  free, 
Whilft  they  themfelves  in  thofe  employments  be ; 
Nor  is  it  worthy  blame,  if  they  protect 
Poore  Debtors,  who  endeavoring  to  effect 
Their  Creditors  contents  (as  they  are  able) 
And  ufmg  time  (in  courfes  warrantable) 
For  fuch  a  purpofe ;  or  elfe  to  prefer 
Complaints  againft  fome  vile  extortioner  : 
Or  to  fuch  ends.     But,  when  they  doe  by  dozens 
(To  ev'ry  firodigall,  that  cheats  and  cozens) 
Vouchfafe  protections  :     yea,  to  thofe  that  are 
Meere  ftrangers  too,  it  worth  reproving  were  : 
And,  them  who  do  it,  I  fuppofe  unfit 
In  places  of  Lawgivers  there  to  fit. 

Moreover,  an  Election  out  of  order, 
Doth  other  inconvenient  matters  further, 
Not  mention'd  yet.     The  party  that  is  chofe 
By  fuit,  or  ill-got  favour,  feldome  goes 
Againft  his  Chufers,  if  it  chance  that  ought 
In  oppofition  unto  them  be  brought : 
Whereas,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  each  man  is  bound 
To  be  as  if  new  rifen  from  the  ground. 
He  iliould  not  know  his  father,  nor  the  fon 
Of  his  owne  body  :  no  nor  any  one 
Of  all  his  neere  acquaintance,  or  his  kin  ; 
Nor  any  that  his  friend  or  foe  hath  bin. 
But,  fixe  his  eye  upon  the  caufe  alone, 
And,  do  as  that  requireth  to  be  done. 
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Had  this  beene  practif'd,  many  a  good  conclufion 
Had  follow'd  more  then  did.     Yea,  much  confufion, 
Much  needleffe  cofl  and  pains,  had  beene  prevented  ; 
And,  many  had  not  gone  fo  difcontented         (grieved, 
To    their   owne   homes,  when  they  with  hearts  o're- 
Befought  the  Parliament,  to  be  relieved. 

For,  if  their  caufes  (which  but  right  had  bin) 
Their  trials  had  receiv'd,  as  they  came  in  ; 
If  no  man  might,  by  favour  of  a  friend, 
Prefer  new  fuits,  before  all  thofe  have  end 
Which  entred  are  before ;  poore  Suiters  might 
Have  hope  of  fooner  compafling  their  right. 
Yea,  fpare  much  coft,  and  many  months  attending, 
To  bring  their  endleffe  buf'neffe  to  an  ending. 
For  then,  what  day,  or  week,  or  month,  at  leaft, 
They  mould  be  heard,  it  partly  might  be  gueft. 

But  private  friendfhip  fhowne  at  fuch  a  feafon, 
To  work  meere  private  ends,  oppofeth  reafon. 
It  doth  put  off  and  on  ;  and  fo  employ 
One  friend,  anothers  friendfhip  to  deftroy, 
(And,  fo  delayeth  him  in  his  juft  fait, 
Who  is  of  fuch  acquaintance  deflitute) 
That,  many  a  one  whofe  caufe  deferv'd  regard, 
Is  quite  undone,  before  he  can  be  heard. 

For,  to  attend  three  Seffions  in  a  row, 
With  Lawyers  often  feed,  the  caufe  to  fhow, 
(Perhaps  a  hundred  miles,  or  two,  from  home, 
With  witneffes  which  on  his  charge  do  come 
As  far  as  he)  may  make  a  rich  man  poore, 
And  homeward,  begge  his  bread  from  doore  to  doore. 

There  alfo  were  (and  they  who  came  unfent, 
Are  likely  to  be  they  that  now  are  meant) 
Vnwife  and  undifcreet  ones,  mixt  among 
Our  Parliaments,  who  did  thofe  meetings  wrong, 
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By  controverting  of  religion  there, 
And  moving  queftions  that  improper  are 
To  that  Affembly.  For,  there  is  provided 
A  Synode,  wherein  ought  to  be  decided 
Such  matters ;  and  what  they  determine  (hall, 
The  Parliament  may  ratine  :  and  call, 
And  cenfure  thofe  who  either  (hall  proceed 
To  erode  or  vilifie  what  is  decreed. 

But,  we  may  blufh  to  fee,  how  much  amiffe 
Some  ftretch  the  Parliamentall  pow'r  in  this. 
How,  they  do  caufe  the  weake  offence  to  take  ; 
And  fay  our  Parliaments  Religions  make  ; 
How  much  the  due  proceedings  hindred  are, 
By  fpending  time  in  fuch  like  matters,  there, 
To  that  high  Courts  difturbance ;  and  how  much 
The  Common-wealth  is  damnified  by  fuch 
Impertinent  and  over-bufie  wits, 
Who  know  not  what  the  Parliament  befits, 
And  what  the  Synod.   But.  miftake  not  me, 
I  doe  not  thinke  the  Parliament  fhould  be 
Reflrained  fo,  as  not  to  (hew  her  care 
That  true  Religion  be  maintained  here. 
Far  be  it  from  my  heart :  I  with  they  fhould 
Religion  to  their  utmoft  pow'r  uphold  : 
But  my  defire  is  alfo,  that  they  further 
The  Church  affaires,  in  their  owne  place  and  order : 
And  that  they  would  be  pleaf'd  (as  hitherto 
They  gravely  were  accuftomed  to  doe) 
To  check  their  bufie  Novices,  who  breed 
Much  fcandall,  when  unwifely  they  proceed. 

For,  though  fome  threaten  fearfull  things  to  thofe 
Who  dare  a  Parliamentall  pow'r  enclofe 
Within  a  Bound :  yea,  though  fome  talking  things 
Prate,  as  if  they  might  make  and  unmake  Kings ; 
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Coine  new  Religions  ;  yea,  and  Gods,  for  need  ; 
Yet,  I  (hall  never  entertaine  their  creed, 
Nor  feare,  when  good  occafion  I  have  got, 
To  fay  what  may  be  done,  or  what  may  not. 
For,  they  who  make  that  pow'r  or  more  or  leffe 
Then  ought  to  be,  doe  equally  tranfgreffe. 

This,  many  Members,  at  fome  former  fitting, 
Not  heeding,  or  elfe  overmuch  forgetting, 
Have  fcandaliz'd  that  Meeting ;  and  made  bold 
To  run  a  great  way  further  then  they  fliould 
In  their  difcourfe  (if  not  when  they  have  fate, 
Where  they  did  matters  publikely  debate. 

Yea,  'tis  the  property  of  moft  of  thofe, 
Who  by  their  owne  procurement  have  beene  chofe 
For  Knights  or  Bi/rgejfes,  to  ftand  it  out 
More  boldly  and  more  obftinately  flout, 
For  fome  fond  cuftome,  then  for  what  befitteth 
His  Iujiice  who  in  fuch  a  Counfell  fitteth. 

Of  thefe  they  be,  whofe  indiscretions  bring 
So  many  discontentments  to  the  King, 
Through  want  of  more  experience,  or  found  reafon ; 
Or  by  their  urging  matters  out  of  feafon  : 
And,  fuch  as  thefe  you  eafily  may  know 
From  wifer  men.   For,  thus  themfelves  they  fhow. 

If  while  a  Seffion  lafteth  you  fhall  chance 
To  meet  them,  where  themfelves  they  do  advance 
In  fome  difcourfe  ;  affure  your  felves  ye  may, 
By  their  perpetuall  tatling,  which  are  they. 
For,  they  ingroffe  the  talke,  where  e're  they  come, 
And  fpeak,  as  if  their  lips  nought  flowed  from 
But  Apothcgmcs ;  or  as  if  each  caufe 
They  undertook,  mould  paffe  amongft  the  Lawes: 
And,  what  another  fayes  they'll  fo  condemne. 
As  if  a  whole  Committee  fpake  in  them. 
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In  my  poore  judgement  it  doth  much  concerne 
Our  Parliame?its,  that  thofe  their  members  learne 
More  filence  ;  for,  no  fooner  come  they  out, 
But  everywhere  they  prate,  and  fpread  about 
The  fecrets  of  the  ffoufe ;  and  blaft  them  fo 
By  their  rank  breathings,  e're  they  ripe  can  grow, 
That  oft  they  perifh,  or  are  fhaken  from 
The  tree,  before  the  gathering  time  is  come. 

In  this,  our  Peeres  I  have  not  quite  excufed ; 
Nor  faid,  that  no  ill  cuftomes  they  have  ufed 
In  this  great  Meeting :  For,  the  beft  have  fome 
Blameworthy  things  (no  doubt)  if  all  fhould  come 
To  bide  the  cenfure  :  and,  among  the  reft, 
The  voice  by  Proxi,  hold  I  not  the  lead. 
For,  unto  me,  it  doth  unfit  appeare, 
To  give  my  voice,  untill  the  caufe  I  heare. 

Who  knowes  the  hearts  of  other  men  fo  well, 
Or,  of  their  judgements,  who  the  depth  can  tell, 
So  punctually,  that  (whatfoever  mall 
Propofed  be)  he  trufl  them  fhould  in  all  ? 
Our  owne  affaires  (though  wifdome  fayeth  nay) 
To  other  men  we  abfolutely  may 
Refer  to  be  determin'd  on  :  but.  that 
Which  doth  concerne  the  generall  eftate, 
It  were  injuftice,  and  a  thing  unfit, 
To  others,  at  adventure,  to  commit. 
For,  moft  Selfe-lovers  are;  and  we  do  know, 
That  many  publike  injuries  may  flow 
From  this  one  root ;  I  will  not  fay  they  do, 
Although  I  think  I  might  affirme  that  too. 

This  Cuflome  feemeth  ancient  .•  and  (if  told 
The  truth  may  be)  as  evill  as  tis  old  : 
And,  from  what  caufe  fo'ere  it  firft  did  flow, 
It  was  not  from  the  firfl  beginning  fo. 
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Nor,  fhould  old prefidents  (growne  out  of  feafon) 
Be  follow'd,  for  their  age,  by  men  of  reafon  : 
Nor  will  this  cuftome  laft,  perchance,  when  they 
Who  may  remove  it,  well  the  fame  mail  weigh. 
For,  I  perceive  it  ufeful  to  no  end, 
But  indirect  proceedings  to  befriend. 
And,  they  whofe  courfes  are  moft  indirect, 
Are  they  that  will  fuch  Cnflomes  moft  protect. 

If  this,  and  other  errors  yet  unnamed, 
Had  well  beene  heeded:  fome  had  more  bin  blamed, 
Some  leffe,  fome  highly  praifed,  who  have  feemed 
Vnactive  Members,  and  been  difefleemed. 
Yea,  thou  haft  felt  moft  grievances  amended 
E're  this  ;  and  many  troubles  had  beene  ended. 

But  now  (what  faults  foe're  concurring  be 
In  others)  thofe  defects  that  were  in  thee 
Oh  !  England,  were  fufficient  to  procure 
Thofe  perturbations  thou  doll  yet  endure. 

Thy  over-foone  forgetfulneffe  of  that 
Great  Peflilcnce,  afflicting  thee  of  late ; 
Thy  thankleffeneffe  for  Gods  admired  ceafing 
That  ftrong  contagion  ;  and  the  new  increafing 
Of  thy  tranfgreffions,  fmce  his  mercy  daigned  ; 
Deferveth  more  then  thou  haft  yet  fuftained. 
Yea,  that  which  thou  wert  overfeene  in  there, 
Where  thy  Affemblies  congregated  were 
To  rectifie  thy  felfe ;  ev'n  that,  alas  ! 
Sufficient  to  deferve  thefe  troubles  was. 

And  therefore,  whenfoe're  thy  Soveraiguc  (hall 
Be  pleafed  for  thy  helpe  againe  to  call 
In  fuch  a  publike  Meeting ;  let,  in  God, 
Thy  Knights  and  Burgeffes  (now  fpread  abroad) 
Gollected  be  :  and,  let  not  any  from 
Thy  Burrouglus,  by  undue  election  come. 

Let 
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Let  Lords  and  Ladies  letters,  to  fuch  ends 
Move  none  ;  but,  only,  witneffe  who  are  friends 
To  bafe  corruption.     Let  their  fuits  be  fcora'd, 
And,  no  refpect  unto  them  be  return'd. 

Let  ev'ry  one  of  thofe  that  mail  be  fent 
To  reprefent  thy  Body  ;  reprefent 
Thy  true  repentance.     Let  them  lay  afide 
Prejudicate  opinions,  faction,  pride  ; 
And  (to  their  utmoft)  in  themfelves  reftraine, 
All  thofe  enormities  which  they  retaine  : 
That,  fetting  to  their  owne  defires,  a  law, 
They  may  the  more  enabled  be  to  draw 
A  Rule  for  others.  Let  all  they  that  come 
To  ferve  the  Publike,  leave  fuch  thoughts  at  home 
As  meerly  private  are  :  for,  in  them  lurks 
An  enmitie  to  all  good  publike  works. 

Let  none  propofe  in  fuch  a  Congregation, 
What  is  not  firft  prepar'd  by  confutation. 
For  otherwhile,  their  precious  hours  are  fpent 
About  a  needleffe  trifling  argument  : 
And,  oft,  from  matters  of  leaft  moment  fpring 
Thofe  difagreeings  which  great  harme  do  bring. 

What  their  forefathers  unto  them  did  leave, 
Let  them  not  fuffer  any  to  bereave 
Their  children  of.     For,  they  may  that  deny 
Ev'n  to  their  King  ;  provided,  loyally 
They  do  it,  in  refilling  his  demands 
By  legall  Pleadings ;  not  by  force  of  hands. 

It  is  as  Naboths  Vineyard  ;  and,  to  live 
He  merits  not,  who  doth  repine  to  give 
His  life  to  fave  it :  yea,  accurft  is  he 
That  would  not  zealous  in  thofe  caufes  be. 

Let  them,  therefore,  their  ancient  rights  maintain, 
By  all  iuft  meanes  :  and  let  them  veeld  againe, 
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The  royall  dues.     For,  thofe  things  profper  not, 
Which  are,  amiffe,  from  God,  or  Cefar  got. 
All  wrongs  fhall  be  revenged  :  but  none  brings 
Such  vengeance,  as  the  wrong  to  God,  and  Kings. 
If  but  in  word  alone  (nay,  but  in  thought) 
We  have  againfl  our  Prince  committed  ought 
Which  is  difloyall,  hid  it  fhall  not  lye, 
But,  be  revealed  by  a  winged fpy. 

Let  therefore,  all  juft  freedomes  of  the  Land, 
That  can  be  proved,  forth  in  publike  fland  ; 
And  not  in  old  Records  (halfe  fmother'd  lye) 
In  danger  to  be  loft  by  cafualty  ; 
Or  elfe  embezel'd  ;  or,  by  wormes  and  duft 
To  be  devoured  ;  or,  by  thofe  we  truft. 
Let  us  not  whifper  them,  as  men  that  feare 
The  claiming  of  their  due,  high  treafon  were. 
Nor  let  us  (as  we  doe)  in  corners  prate, 
As  if  the  SovVaigne  power,  or  the  State 
Encroacht  injurioufly;  and  fo  defame 
The  government  :  difgrace  the  royall  Name; 
And  nourifh,  by  degrees,  an  evill  fpirit, 
That  us  of  all  our  peace  will  difinherit. 
But,  let  us,  if  we  fee  our  ancient  right 
Infringed ;  bring  our  grievances  to  light, 
Speak  loyally,  and  orderly,  and  plaine, 
Thofe  things  which  for  our  owne  we  can  maintaine  : 
So,  Kings  the  truth  perceiving  ;  and  their  ends 
Who  did  abufe  their  truft,  will  make  amends 
For  all  our  fuffrings  :  give  our  foes  their  doome ; 
And  make  us  more  fecure  for  times  to  come. 

But,  bring  not,  when  ye  come  to  plead  with  Kings, 
(Againft  their  claimes)  fome  bare  conjedturings  : 
For,  what  thou  haft  no  certaine  evidence 
To  be  thy  right :  the  right  is  in  the  Prince. 

It 
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It  is  a  royalty,  to  Monarks  due, 

But,  if  for  any  Freedome  ye  can  fhew 

A  Law  enacted ;  or  a  Cuftome  old, 

Or  Prefidents,  that  have  not  beene  controld 

(As  often  as  produced)  ye  may  lay 

Your  claime ;  and  keep  it,  ev'ry  law  full  way. 

Each  Prefident,  and  every  Demand 

Which  doth  from  time  to  time  oppofed  (land, 

Concludeth  nothing.     This,  let  each  man  heed, 

And  with  a  confcionable  awe  proceed 

In  fuch  affaires.     Let  pure  humility. 

True  piety,  true  love,  and  charity, 

Be  brought  along.     And,  when  all  thefe  ye  bring, 

Then  goe  with  loyalty  and  meet  your  King, 

In  his  and  your  affaires  without  miftruil : 

And  then  (as  certainly  as  God  is  juft) 

In  ev'ry  due  requeft  ye  fhall  prevaile, 

Or,  game  fome  great  advantage,  if  ye  faile. 

Defire  of  God  to  teach  and  guide  you  fo, 
That  in  this  narrow  path  you  ftraight  may  go. 
If  you  would  have  a  King  be  juft  to  you, 
Be  ye  upright,  and  to  his  honor  true. 
Yeeld  firft  to  him,  in  ev'ry  fit  demand, 
And,  long  capitulating  do  not  (land, 
On  what  you  may  determinate  with  fpeed, 
Becaufe  perhaps,  delay  may  danger  breed. 
Afford  him  his  requefts,  unto  your  pow'rs  ; 
Be  his  the  fault,  if  he  denieth  yours  ; 
Or  if  mifcounfelled  he  fhall  require 
What  fhall  his  weale  oppugne,  or  your  defire. 

Goe  cafl  yourfelves  before  him  with  fubmiffion  ; 
Prefent  him  with  petition  on  petition. 
With  one  accord,  and  with  a  fearleffe  face, 
Informe  him  how  much  hindrance,  or  difgrace, 
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Or  clanger  to  the  Land  there  may  accrue, 

If  He  your  loyal  counfell  (hall  efchew. 

For,  God  becaufe  his  lawes  we  difobey, 

Vs  at  our  Soveraignes  feet  doth  mean  to  lay, 

To  humble  us  awhile.    If  we  repent, 

To  all  our  loyall  fuits  he  will  affent : 

If  otherwife  ;  God  will  give  up  this  Land, 

Our  lives  and  freedomes  all  into  his  hand. 

Go  offer,  while  to  offer  you  are  free ; 
And  what  you  give  him,  fhall  peace-offruigs  be  ; 
If  that  for  which  atonement  you  provide, 
With  love  and  penitence  be  fanclifide. 
The  world  againft  our  State  doth  now  confpire 
Inteftine  dangers,  alfo,  doe  require 
That  we  in  concord  fhould  united  be, 
And  to  fupply  the  Kingdomes  wants  agree. 
Left  while  we  drive,  and  fondly  froward  grow, 
We  be  furprifed  by  our  common  foe. 
Vnwife  is  he  that  in  a  dangerous  place 
Doth  Hay  to  wafh  a  fpot  out  of  his  face, 
When  Outlaives  he  approaching  heares,  that  may 
His  body  wound,  or  take  his  head  away. 

If  I  mould  heare  a  Lyon  neare  me  roare, 
I'de  arme  myfelfe,  though  I  with  wounds  were  fore, 
And  what  I  had  not  leafure  then  to  cure, 
Would  feeke  to  heale,  when  I  of  life  were  fure. 
In  times  of  trouble  all  muft  look  for  croffes  ; 
And  they  muft  beare,  who  cannot  fhift  their  loffes. 
There  may  be  fmart  by  what  we  fuffer  (hall ; 
But,  better  fmart,  then  not  to  be  at  all. 
When  I  do  think  a  blow  my  head  may  harme, 
I'le  ward  it  off  although  it  break  mine  arme  ; 
For,  though  my  arme  be  loft,  yet  I  may  live ; 
But,  on  my  head,  a  blow  my  death  may  give. 
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I  am  not  fo  befotted,  as  to  think, 
We  ought  to  give  the  wanton  pallat  drink, 
Vntill  the  head  be  giddy,  (left  it  may- 
Bring  all  the  body  headlong  to  decay) 
Nor  praife  I  them  that  are  fo  over-wife, 
To  fpare  what  mail  be  needfull  to  fuftife 
The  gen'rall  want  (although  to  needleffe  ends, 
Some  private  hand,  the  publike  wealth  difpends) 
This,  only,  is  the  fcope  of  my  petition, 
That  all  be  done  with  love,  and  with  difcretion. 

For,  we  muft  underftand,  that  many  things 
Which  are  not  juft  in  us,  are  juft  in  Kings ; 
And,  that  it  is  a  kind  of  trait'roufneffe, 
To  give  them  more  then  due,  as  well  as  leffe. 

They,  who  deny  the  King  free  pow'r  to  do 
What  his  Republik  es  weale  conduceth  to, 
Eecaufe  fome  Latu  gainfayes  ;  ev'n  thofe  deprive 
Their  Sov'raigne  of  a  due  prerogative  ; 
Since,  for  the  common  good,  it  juft  may  be, 
That  fome  injuftice  may  be  done  to  me, 
Or  any  few.     Moreover,  men  that  fay 
Kings  may  do  more,  then  of  true  right  they  may, 
And  that  no  law  doth  bound  them  ;  make  a  King 
And  him  that  is  a  Tyrant,  all  one  thing. 
In  my  opinion,  thefe  men  are  like  thofe 
Who  in  fweet  meats,  a  poifon  do  enclofe 
That  kils  a  twelvemonths  after.     Tis  as  tho 
We  mould  affirme,  that  God  may  evill  do 
If  fo  he  pleafe.     It  is  a  neeleffe  pow'r 
That  ferves  for  nothing,  but  to  help  devoure 
The  owner.     Yea,  it  is  as  if  we  mould 
Prepare  our  friend  all  inftruments  we  could, 
Wherewith  if  he  mould  fick,  or  foolifh  grow, 
He  might  have  meanes  himfelfe  to  overthrow. 
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And  they  who  to  themfelves  this  pow'r  do  take, 
Do  filken  halters,  and  gilt  ponyards  make 
For  their  owne  throats  :  or,  Nero-like  to  kill 
Themfelves,  with  poifons,  golden  viols  fill. 
For,  though  a  righteous  King  will  never  ftray 
From  what  is  jufl  (though  none  with-hold  him  may) 
Becaufe  he  to  himfelfe  becomes  a  Law  \ 
Yet,  vicious  Princes,  thence,  occafion  draw 
To  perpetrate  that  Acl  which  them  deprives, 
Of  kingdomes,  lives,  and  all  prerogatives. 
And  they  that  were  as  wife  as  Solomon, 
Or  as  vpright  as  David,  being  gone, 
May  leave  a  fon  or  grandchild,  as  did  they 
Whofe  wilfulneffe  fhall  caft  ten  Tribes  away. 
And,  then,  their  trait'rous  counfell  curfe  he  will, 
Who  told  him,  he  had  pow'r  of  doing  ill. 

For,  though  fuch  Counfellors  may  think  they  doe 
Their  Sov'raignes  honor,  and  much  pleafure  too, 
In  over-ftraining  their  Prerogatives; 
Yet  are  they  to  their  Honor,  States,  and  Lives, 
Egregious  traitors ;  fince  a  plot  they  lay, 
Whereby  their  Princes  fhall  themfelves  betray 
To  their  owne  follies  (if  they  vicious  grow) 
Yea,  by  this  meanes  they  lend  a  poif'ned  blow 
To  King,  and  Realme ;  which  while  the  traitors  live, 
Will  eafe  to  fome  Impoflume  feeme  to  give, 
Or  cure  a  wart,  upon  the  body  bred, 
And,  fefter  to  the  heart  when  they  are  dead. 

Abhor  ye  thefe ;  and  do  not  favour  thofe 
That  would  their  King  more  narrowly  enclofe 
Then  fhall  be  honorable,  or  befits 
His  Majefly  that  as  God's  Viceroy  fits. 
When  he  compelled  by  neceffities, 
Requireth  of  his  people  due  fupplies. 

They 
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They  mud  be  had :  although  fome  overfight, 
Forepafl,  may  make  it  feeme  to  wrong  the  right 
And  freedomes  of  the  Land   We  are  not  bound 
To  keep  a  Priviledge,  that  (hall  confound 
Both  us  and  all  our  Liberties.     They  have 
No  blame,  that  yeeld  up  what  they  cannot  fave 
Without  a  greater  loffe  :  nay,  wife  is  he 
That  ferves  one  day,  to  be  for  ever  free. 

Your  Wifdomes  may,  at  eafe,  a  courfe  invent 
To  pleafe  the  King,  yet  make  no  prefident 
To  future  times,  from  whence  there  fhall  arife 
Infringement  of  our  lawfull  Liberties  ; 
Or  to  our  Caufe  reproach :  and,  to  be  taught 
You  need  not,  if  together  you  were  brought, 
According  to  the  freedome  of  election  : 
For,  no  man  then  would  neede  my  poore  direction. 
But,  there  fhall  ftill  be  fome  that  will  intrude, 
And  I  for  their  inftruction,  am  thus  rude. 

Some  cry,  The  Land  is  poore,  and  cannot  give. 
Tis  poore  indeed  :  and  yet  I  do  beleeve 
Few  Kingdomes  are  fo  rich.     Tis  poore  become, 
Reflecting  that  innumerble  fum 
Of  our  arrear'd  Repentance,  yet  unpaid. 
Tis  poore,  if  all  our  vertue  mould  be  weigh'd 
With  what  is  wanting  :  or,  if  we  compare 
Our  Worthies,  living  now,  with  fuch  as  were. 
Tis  poore,  if  we  on  thofe  reflect  our  eyes, 
On  whom  the  labour  of  this  Kingdome  lies  : 
Thofe  people,  whom  our  great  and  wealthy  ones 
Have  rackt,  oppreft,  and  eaten  to  the  bones, 
To  fatten  and  adorne  their  carkaffes  ; 
The  Land  (I  muft  confeffe)  is  poore  in  thefe. 
Nay,  if  we  fhould  confider,  what  a  rate 
The  richer  fort  among  us  liveth  at ; 

How 
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How  many  needleffe  wayes  they  do  enlarge 
(Without  all  temperance)  their  yearly  charge  : 
And  how  each  one  his  humour  to  enjoy, 
Doth  emulate  his  friend  in  ev'ry  toy. 

Or,  were  it  heeded  well,  how  out  of  meafure 
Some  waft  their  fortunes  on  a  wicked  pleafure ; 
Ev'n  (otherwhile)  for  that  which  for  a  bubble 
Of  Mirth,  doth  bring  them  halfe  an  ages  trouble  : 
Or,  were  it  well  obferv'd  what  beggeries, 
What  fhifts,  what  bafeneffe,  what  neceffities, 
This  brings  on  thofe  that  richeft  men  are  thought : 
What  coflly  fuits  and  troubles  it  hath  brought ; 
And  how  indebted  and  ingag'd  they  (land 
To  one  another  quite  throughout  the  Land. 
Thefe  things,  I  fay,  conficler'd,  well  we  may 
Affirme  this  Realme  is  beggerly  :  and  fay 
The  rich  are  poore.  But,  he  this  lie  belies 
Who  taxeth  it  of  other  poverties. 
Yea,  he  or  blinded  is,  or  maketh  leffe 
(To  Gods  dimonor)  out  of  wilfulneffe, 
His  matchleffe  bounty.  What  one  Kingdome,  yeehls 
Through  Europe,  in  barnes,  granards,  flails,  and  fields, 
Of  Cattell  and  of  Corne,  in  ev'ry  kind, 
More  plenty,  then  among  us,  yet  we  find  ? 
"Where  do  their  Gardens  or  their  Orchards  beare, 
More  fruits,  for  food  or  phyfick  then  are  here? 
Our  Sheep,  fine  wools  enough  afford  us  do, 
To  cloath  ourfelves,  and  other  nations  too. 
And  by  their  golden  fleeces,  bring  in  funis 
As  large,  as  any  that  from  India  comes. 
Our  Bees  do  gather  honey  from  our  flowers  ; 
Our  Meads  are  fruitfull  by  our  Aprill  fhowers. 
Within  the  la/id  rich  Minerals  do  lie  ; 
Our  Ayre  hath  Fowle,  in  great  variety. 
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In  (lately  Pallaces,  we  doe  abound  ; 

With  many  Townes,  our  hills  and  dales  are  crown'd : 

In  woods,  and  groves,  this  Kingdome  hath  excelled, 

(And  fome  yet  (land  though  mod  of  the  are  felled) 

Faire  Ports  we  have,  fweet  Rivers,  and  the  Seas 

Surrounding  us ;  and  wealth  comes  in  by  thefe. 

Our  fruitfull  waters  fifh  enough  doth  yeeld 

To  feed  us,  though  we  had  nor  Grove,  nor  Field. 

Yea,  did  we  riot  leffe,  and  labour  more, 

Our  Fifh  alone,  would  feed  us  all  at  fhore. 

If  yet,  this  Kingdome  needy  feeme  to  be, 
Goe  looke  upon  her  Cities,  and  there  fee 
And  marke,  their  coftly  Piles,  their  precious  wares, 
What  choice,  and  ftore  of  rarities  appeares 
Within  their  Magazines.     Obferve  their  ftate ; 
Their  clothes,  their  jewels,  furniture  and  plate; 
And  tell  me,  if  they  doe  not  iignifie 
That  there  is  farre  more  Pride,  then  Poverty. 
Gold,  filver,  pearles  and  diamonds  doe  glare 
And  glitter  in  your  eye-fight,  ev'ry  where. 
Himfelfe  difgrac'd  the  meaneft  Cobler  thinks, 
Vnleffe  his  Beere  and  Wine  in  Plate  he  drinkes, 
And  eates  in  filver.     Yea,  the  pooreft  ones 
Muft  of  that  mettal  have  their  bowles  or  fpoones  : 
On  every  thing,  almoft,  pure  gold  is  fpilt. 
The  meaneft  inftruments  are  hatcht,  or  gilt. 
Their  Servants,  in  their  garments  are  as  gay, 
As  if  that  all  the  weeke  were  Holy  day. 
Their  Feajlings  are  abundant,  and  their  pleafure, 
Maintained  is  not,  with  a  little  Treafure. 

But,  Cities  are  the  lYeafuries  you'll  fay, 
Wherein  the  Kingdomes  riches  up  we  lay 
Survey  the  Country  then,  and  tell  me  where 
The  rufticke  villages  replemfht  are 
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With  fuch  faire  booties.  Other  Kingdomes  have 

Their  Cities,  peradventure  rich  and  brave  ; 

But  in  their  fcattred  Villages,  we  fee 

That  few  or  none,  fave  Peafants  dwelling  be, 

Poffeffing  nor  good  houfe,  nor  houfhold  ftuffe, 

Nor  comely  Clothes,  nor  wholefome  food  enough. 

Our  Farmes  are  ftor'd  with  ufefull  implements 

Enough  to  purchafe  all  the  tenements, 

And  Lands  in  many  forraigne  Realms,  that  are 

As  large  as  this  our  Country  doth  appeare. 

Of  yron,  and  of  braffe  enough  have  we 

To  buy  their  gold.  Our  pewter  mould  not  be 

Exchanged  for  their  filver ;  if  all  were 

Summ'd  up,  that's  found  with  ev'ry  Cottager  : 

Nay,  there  be  many  houfes  in  this  Land 

That  in  remote  obfcurity  doe  Hand, 

Which  to  the  Foe  would  yeeld  a  richer  prize 

Then  many  Townfhips  which  they  might  furprize 

On  other  fhores  :  And  yet,  fome  doe  not  fhame 

With  poverty,  this  Hand  to  defame, 

W  A  R  threatens  us  ;  and  we  of  want  complaine, 
Not  knowing  how  our  fafeties  to  maintaine  : 
Yet  we  doe  nothing  want  that  may  conduce 
In  warre  or  peace,  to  ferve  a  needfull  ufe. 
Amies,  viclualls,  men,  and  money  we  have  flore ; 
Yet,  ftill,  we  falfly  cry  that  we  are  poore. 
We  are  fo  greedy,  that  we  will  not  fpare, 
To  fave  the  hogge,  one  farthing  worth  of  tarre. 
Gods  bleffings  we  fo  long  time  have  abufed 
That  now  we  know  not  how  they  fhould  be  ufed. 
Or  elfe  we  thinke  each  other  fo  unjuft, 
That  no  man  knows  with  whom  the  meanes  to  truft. 

Oh  !  pray  to  God,  to  take  away  the  caufe 
Of  thefe  diftempers ;  and  to  breake  the  Maze 
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In  which  we  wander.  For,  like  thofe  we  fare, 

Who  fitting  at  a  banquet,  ftarved  are. 

If  we  had  peace  with  God,  and  could  agree, 

This  Kingdome  which  fo  needy  feemes  to  be, 

Might  with  her  fuperfluities  maintaine 

Far  greater  armies,  then  the  King  of  Spaine, 

With  all  his  Indies.  We  might  begger  him, 

And  make  all  thofe  who  feare  him,  to  contemne 

His  winning  projects  ;  if  we  had  but  eyes 

To  fee  and  take  the  courfe  that  open  lies. 

It  is  his  gold  encreafmg  his  ambition, 

Which  to  the  Chriftian  world  will  bring  perdition  : 

And  if  prevention  longer  we  delay, 

(Or  if  we  do  not  find  a  better  way 

Then  yet  is  trod)  the  current  of  his  pow'r 

Will  grow  fo  ftrong,  that  it  will  all  devoure. 

For,  where  a  ftreame  runs  broad,  and  fwift,  to  flop 

His  fury  there,  I  fee  but  little  hope. 

Materials  both  for  war  and  peace,  muft  come 

To  him  from  divers  quarters  ;  for  at  home 

His  Country  yeelds  him  little.   But  the  yeare 

As  it  renewes,  with  us,  reneweth  here 

Our  food  and  rayment ;  and  though  no  fupplies 

Come  in,  a  ftaple  of  Commodities 

Our  Hand  is,  which  both  in  war  and  peace 

Will  ftill  be  in  requefl,  and  ftill  encreafe. 

Let  therefore  thofe  who  on  the  Continent 

Doe  feare  him,  ufe  their  utmoft  to  prevent 

His  greatneffe  there ;  and  let  our  Sea-girt  Jle 

(Forbearing  on  Land  forces  for  a  while, 

To  fpend  their  ftrength)  intirely  bend  their  pow'r, 

(As  in  preceding  times)  the  Seas  to  fcoure  : 

For,  with  more  profit,  and  a  leffer  charge, 

That  fhall  our  loft  advantages  enlarge, 

And 
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And,  make  his  Armies,  which  are  now  fo  ftrong, 
Draw  back,  decay,  and  mutiny  e're  long. 

Were  we  refolvM  our  courfe  this  way  to  bend, 
Of  our  maine  flock  we  needed  not  to  fpend 
One  moitie.     For,  halfe  of  what  is  loft, 
Within  this  Kingdome  (fav'd)  would  quit  that  coft. 
Let  all,  according  to  the  port  they  beare, 
Forbeare  but  one  vaine  Feaft  in  ev'ry  yeare  : 
Let  ev'ry  houfhold,  for  the  publike  wealth, 
(Which  alfo  would  advance  the  bodies  health) 
Fail  but  one  meale  aweek,  and  feparate 
The  price  thereof,  for  fervice  of  the  State  : 
Or  fpare  from  their  full  boards  of  fiefh  or  fifh, 
The  dreffmg  or  the  fawce,  but  of  one  dilh  : 
Let  us  but  lay  one  lace  or  gard  the  leffe 
Vpon  our  Clokes  ;  or  fave  the  coftlineffe 
In  our  apparell,  which  we  well  might  fpare, 
Yet,  no  defect  upon  the  fame  appeare : 
Let  us  referve  but  halfe  the  tithe  of  thofe 
Expences,  trifled  out  in  games  and  lhowes  ; 
Which  do  not  only  needleffe  charge  encreafe, 
But  fill  the  kingdome  full  of  idleneffe : 
Of  thefe,  and  many  other  fuch  expences, 
(Which  waft  our  wealth,  and  multiply  offences) 
li  we  but  part  would  give ;  perhaps,  that  coft 
Would  fave  our  lives,  and  all,  from  being  loft. 

Tobacco  (which  the  age  that  went  before, 
Nor  knew,  nor  needed)  doth  expend  us  more 
Then  would  maintaine  an  army ;  for  few  think 
How  much  there  is  confum'd  in  fmoke  and  {link. 
Pride  is  fo  coftly,  that  if  ev'ry  Girle 
Should  give  the  worth  but  of  one  lace  or  purle, 
Which  trims  her  Croffecloth,  it  would  failes  provide 
For  halfe  the  (hips  which  now  at  Plimouth  ride. 

X  Had 
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Had  we  but  ev'ry  forfeiture  that's  due, 

From  thofe  of  our  notorious  drunken  crue ; 

Or,  if  the  value  were  together  got, 

Although  but  of  their  twentieth  needleffe  pot, 

I  am  perfwaded  it  aflote  would  fet 

A  greater  Fleet  then  we  have  armed  yet. 

The  very  Oaths  which  we  may  daily  heare, 
(The  men,  the  women,  and  the  children  fweare) 
If  thundred  forth  together  ;  would  rore  louder, 
Then  all  our  Cannons  :  and  great  (hot  and  powder, 
Much  more  then  would  at  fea  and  land  fuffife, 
Might  purchaft  be,  by  halfe  the  penalties 
Which  might  be  juftly  taken  ;  if  we  had 
Regard  to  execute  the  Lawes  we  made. 

God  grant  that  of  his  honor,  and  of  what 
Concernes  the  gen'rall  fafety  of  the  State, 
We  may  more  zealous  grow  ;  and  that  fome  courfe 
May  flop  that  mifchiefe,  which  yet  waxeth  worfe. 
And  that  from  this,  or  from  fome  better  light, 
The  meanes  of  reformation  take  we  might : 
Of  which  I  hopefull  am,  and  that  e're  long. 
Our  Commonwealth  fhall  fing  a  fweeter  fong. 

When  fuch  a  time  I  fee,  I  fhall  be  hire 
Thefe  Fines,  oh  !  England,  will  thy  love  procure  ; 
And,  I  who  for  thy  weale  this  paines  bellow, 
Shall  find  more  favour  then  I  look  for  now  .• 
Yea,  then  fhall  I,  that  yet  have  beene  defpif'd, 
Bewailed  dye  ;  or,  live  much  better  priz'd. 
But  not  till  then  :  Nor  fhall  I  live  to  view 
Thy  forrovves  ended,  if  thou  doe  not  rue 
Thy  fins  with  fpeed.     Oh  !  therefore,  fpeedy  be 
To  turne  to  God,  that  he  may  turne  to  thee. 
Befeech  him,  England,  to  unclofe  thine  eyes, 
And  let  thee  fee  in  what  thy  hckneffe  lies. 

Emplore 
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Emplore  thou  him  to  mollifie  thy  heart, 
Thy  Children  from  their  follies  to  divert, 
And,  break  thofe  chaines  of  ignorance  and  I'm, 
Which  at  this  prefent  thou  ly'ft  fettered  in. 
Kndeavor  to  be  friends  with  God  againe  : 
And,  he  will  all  thy  furious  foes  reftraine. 
Thy  faulty  members,  who  doe  now  difturb 
Thy  peace ;  he  either  will  remove  or  curb. 
Thofe  Graces  thou  perceivedft  heretofore 
Adorne  thy  Soveraigne,  fhall  be  hid  no  more 
By  thofe  darke  fogs  which  from  thy  fins  do  rife, 
For,  God  will  take  the  skales  from  off  thine  eyes. 
On  thee,  his  countenance  againe  fhall  fhine ; 
That  thou  maift  laud  him  in  a  Song  divine : 
And,  they  who  now  lament  thy  fad  eftate, 
In  Hy  nines  of  joy  fhall  praife  thy  happy  Fate. 


The  eighth  Canto. 

Our  Poet  having  toucht  againe 
What  frailties  in  himfelfe  remaine, 
Declares,  that  many  Plagues  doejleale, 
As  well  on  Church,  as  Commonweale  : 
Relates  what  crotchets  doe  pojfeffe 
Some,  who  Religioufneffe  profefje : 
What  noyfome  plants,  7ohat  tares,  and  weeds, 
Are  fprung,  to  choake  the  holy  feeds  : 
What  famed  zeale,  and  affeclation, 
HathfooVd  this  for  mall  Generation  : 
And,  how  from fome,  great  fcandall  gr  owes, 
Who  beare  the  keyes,  that  bind  and  loofe. 

Next,  he  dclivereth  Predictions 
Of  plagues,  of forrozves,  and  affliclions, 
Which  on  this  Hand  will  defcend, 

X  2  Vnlef/e 
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Vnleffe  our  manners  we  amend. 
And,  whenfoever  civill  jars, 
Or  mifchiefes,  by  the  rage  of  wars, 
Oppreffe  this  Realm e ;  his  Mufe  dothjlww, 
Whojhall  occafion  it ;  and  how, 
Which  fearful!  Iudgement  to  prevent, 
He  calls  upon  her  to  repent : 
By  ten  apparant  fignes,  hath  jliowne, 
Gods  patience  nigh  expired  is  growne : 
Then,  for  the  Publike-weale,  he  prayes  : 
Then,  for  himfelfe  ;  and,  there  heflayes. 

I  Doe  not  wonder,  as  I  erft  have  done, 
That  when  the  Prophet  Jonas  fhould  have  gone 
To  Niniveh,  Gods  word  he  difobey'd, 
And  would  himfelfe  to  Tharfus  have  convey'd  : 
For,  I  have  now  a  fenfe  how  flefh  and  blood 
The  motions  of  the  Holy  Ghofl  withftood, 
And  feele  (me  thinks)  how  many  a  likely  doubt 
The  Devill,  and  his  frailty,  found  him  out. 

He  was  a  man  (though  he  a  Prophet  were) 
In  whom  no  little  weakneffe  did  appeare  : 
And,  thus  he  thought,  perchance,  What fhall  I doe? 
A  Jl range  attempt  my  heart  is  urged  to  : 
And,  there  is  fomewhat,  earneflly  incites 
That  IfJwuld  hajlen  to  the  Ninivites, 
And,  preach,  that  if  they  alter  not  their  wayes, 
Their  time  of  flan  ding,  is  but  forty  dayes, 

My  foule  perfivadeth  God  injoynes  me  to  it, 
And,fleepe  in  peace,  I  cannot,  till  I  doe  it: 
But  common  Reafon  flriveth  to  reflraine 
This  motion,  and pcrfwades  me  tis  in  value. 
It  faith,  I  am  a  finner,  andfofraile, 
That,  many  times,  my  bcfl  endeavors  fa  He 
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To  rcclifie  myfelfe.    How  JJiall  I  then 
Be  hopefull  of  reclaiming  other  men  1 

To  Ifr'el  /  have  threat  ned  many  yea  res 
Gods  judgements :  yet,  no  fruit  thereof '  appear  ess 
Although  they  have  fome  knowledge  of  the  Lord, 
And  are  within  his  League,  they  fleight  his  word : 
What  hope  then  is  there,  that  a  heathen  Nation 
Will  prove  regardfull  of  my  exhortation  ? 
The  file  ^Prophet,  in  this  land  I  cary, 
Andfuch  a  Calling,  here,  is  ordinary; 
But,  in  aforraigne  State,  what  warranty 
Have  I,  to  publifli  fuch  a  Prophfie? 
How  may  the  King  and  People  take  the  fame, 
Jf  Ifnall  in  the  openfreets  defame 
So  great  a  City?  and,  condemne  for fn, 
A  place  wherein  I  never  yet  have  bin  ? 

If  I fliall  fay,  the  Lord  commanded  me: 
Then,  they  perhaps,  will  anfwer:     What  is  he? 
For,  they  profejfe  him  not.    Nay,  fame  fufpition 
They  may  conceive,  that  I  to  move  fedition 
Amfent  among  them.     Or,  if  o the '-wife 
They  fliall  fuppofe ;  how  can  they  but  defpife 
My  perfon,  and  my  counfell,  who  fliall  from 
So  far  a  place,  fo  meerc  a  fir  anger  come, 
That  no  man  knowcs,  or  what,  or  who  I  am, 
Or,  from  7vhat  Country,  or  from  whom  I  comet 

Such  thoughts  (belike)  delay'd,  and  fear'd  him  fo  ; 
And;  fo  the  Spirit  urg'd  him  ftill  to  go 
For  Niniveh ;  that  nor  to  goe,  nor  flay, 
Could  he  refolve ;  but,  fled  another  way. 
From  which  rebellious  courfe,  God  fetcht  him  back 
With  fuch  a  vengeance,  that  he  did  not  lack 
Sufficient  proofes,  how  Reafon  did  betray  him, 
And,  in  his  Calling,  caufleflv  affray  him. 

X  3  Yea, 
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Yea  (mark  heav'ns  providence)  though  Ionas  went 

Another  way,  it  croft  not  God's  intent, 

But  furthred  it.     For,  doubtleffe,  e're  he  came 

To  Niniveh,  the  miracle  and  fame 

Of  his  Deliverance,  was  fent  before ; 

And,  made  his  preaching  worke  on  them  the  more. 

Now,  though  I  doe  nor  arrogate,  nor  dare 
My  felfe  (except  in  frailties)  to  compare 
With  bleffed  Ionas :  yet,  I  may  be  bold 
To  fay,  our  Caufes  a  refemblance  hold. 
My  heart  (and  when  that  moves,  as  one  averres, 
It  more  prevailes  then  many  Counfellers) 
My  heart  (I  fay)  perfwaded  me  e'rewhile 
To  reade  a  warning  Lecture  to  this  He. 
And  in  fuch  manner  moved  ;  that,  to  fay 
It  came  from  God,  methinks,  be  bold  I  may. 
Yet,  my  owne  nat'rall  frailty,  and  the  world, 
Among  my  thoughts  fo  many  doubtingshurld, 
That  ev'ry  ftep  had  rubs.     I  levell'd  fome 
In  my  laft  Canto.     Yet  I  could  not  come 
To  eaven  ground,  till  I  had  overtopt 
Some  other  Mountaines  which  my  paffage  flopt. 

Beware,  faid  Reafon,  how  thou  undertake 
This  hazardous  adventure,  which  to  make 
Thou  haft  refolv'd.     For,  this  wife  age  denies 
That  God  vouchfafed  any  Prophefies 
Concerning  them ;   or,  that  the  application 
Of  ought  foretold,  pertaineth  to  this  Nation. 
She  faith,  my  Conjlancy  is  no  true  figne 
That  God  firft  moved  this  intent  of  mine  ; 
Since  Hereticks,  and  Traytors,  oft  are  feene 
As  bold  in  all  their  caufes  to  have  beene 
As  Martyrs  be.     And,  that  for  what  they  doc, 
They  can  pretend  the  holy  Spirit  too. 

And 
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And  fhe  perfwades,  tis  likely  I  fliall  paffe 
(At  bed)  for  one  that  much  deluded  was. 

She  fayes,  moreover,  that  if  thefe  times  be 
Indeed,  fo  wicked,  as  they  feeme  to  me, 
I  fhall  in  flead  of  moving  to  repent, 
Nought  elfe  but  ftir  their  fury,  and  be  rent 
Perhaps  in  pieces,  by  their  hafly  rage. 
For,  what's  more  likely  in  a  wicked  age  ? 

When  people  in  their  fins  grow  hardned  once, 
She  fayes  I  may  as  well  go  talke  to  flones, 
As  tell  them  ought.  For,  they  are  in  the  dark ; 
And,  what  they  fee  and  heare,  they  do  not  mark. 

She  urged  that  the  Prophets  in  old  times 
Did  fpeak  in  vaine  again  ft  the  peoples  crimes ; 
And  if  in  them  their  words  begat  no  faith, 
Much  leffe  with  fuch  as  mine,  my  Reafon  faith. 

She  tells  me  aifo  that  this  lie  hath  ftore 
Of  Prophets,  and  of  Preachers  never  more  : 
She  fayes,  that  though  their  calling  none  fufpecl, 
Their  paines  appeare  to  take  but  fmall  effecl:  : 
And,  if  fuch  men  authorized  as  they, 
Doe  cail  their  words,  without  fucceffe,  away ; 
In  vaine  my  Mufe  (whofe  warrant  moft  contemne) 
Doth  feeke  to  work  more  piety  in  them. 

A  thoufand  things  unto  the  like  effecl; ; 
Yea,  all  and  more  then  any  can  object, 
(Who  fliall  perufe  this  Book)  my  Reafon  brought 
Before  me,  and  objected  to  my  thought. 
And,  as  a  Pilgrim  (who  occafions  hath 
To  take  fome  extraordinary  path) 
Arivall  making  at  a  double  way, 
Is  doubtfull  whether  to  proceed  or  ftay  .- 
So  fared  I ;  I  was  nigh  tired  quite, 
Before  I  could  be  ccrtaine  of  the  right. 

X  4  Yea, 
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Yea,  twixt  my  doubts,  and  all  thole  replies 

Which  in  my  meditations  did  arife ; 

I  fo  amazed  grew,  I  could  not  know 

Which  way  it  bell  befitted  me  to  goe. 

But,  at  the  latT,  God  brought  me  thorow  all 

My  doubts  and  feares,  as  through  the  Storm  &  Whale, 

Once  Jonas  came :  That  fo,  all  they,  who  are 

Ordained  for  their  good,  thefe  Lines  to  heare, 

The  more  may  profit,  when  they  think  upon 

What  ftraits  I  paffed,  e're  this  work  was  done. 

To  that  intent  my  frailties  I  have  fo 

Infilled  on,  as  in  this  book  I  do. 

Yea,  I  am  hopefull  alfo,  they  that  read 

Thefe  lines  of  mine  (and  mark  with  how  much  heed 

And  Chriftian  awfuln effe,  my  heart  was  won 

To  cenfure  and  reprove  as  I  have  done) 

Will  plainly  fee,  thefe  Numbers  flow  not  from 

Fantaftick  rafhneffe ;  nor  from  envy  come. 

Nor  fpring  from  faction  ;  neither  were  begot 

By  their  diftracled  zeale,  who  (knowing  not 

What  Spirit  guides  them)  often  are  beguiled 

With  fhewes  of  truth ;  and  madly  have  reviled 

Both  good  and  ill ;  and  whofe  unfavory  Rimes 

Defame  mens  perfons  more  then  check  their  crimes. 

Difhonour  Kings  ;  their  facred  names  blafpheme  ; 

And  having  gain'd  fome  notions  in  a  dreame, 

Or  by  report  (of  what  they  know  not  well) 

Defire  their  giddy  thoughts  abroad  to  tell  : 

In  hope  to  merit .-  as  in  deed  they  doe, 

Sometime  the  pillory,  and  gallowes  too. 

I  trufl,  I  fay,  thefe  lines  will  feeme  no  fuch ; 
Or,  if  they  doe,  truth  is  I  care  not  much, 
Becaufe  I  certaine  am  what  pow'r  infufed 
Thofe  matters,  whereupon  I  now  have  muzed  : 

And 
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And  know,  that  none  will  thefe  or  me  condemne, 
But  they  whofe  rage  and  follies  I  contemne. 

Yet,  that  they  may  be  fure  I  neither  care 
Who  cenmres  me,  nor  what  their  cenfures  are, 
(When  honeft  things  I  doe)  here,  fomewhat  more 
lie  adde  to  what  is  mentioned  before : 
And  give  thee,  Britaine,  a  more  perfect  fight 
Of  thy  diftempers,  and  thy  fickly  plight. 

Yea,  thou  fhalt  know,  I  have  not  feene  alone 
A  bodily  Confumption  flealing  on, 
And  wafting  of  thy  Temporalties  ;  but,  that 
I  alfo  have  difcovered  of  late, 
A  Lethargy  upon  thy  foule  to  fteale  : 
And  that  as  well  the  Church  as  Commonweale 
Doth  need  a  cure.     Oh  !  doe  not  quite  neglect. 
The  good  of  both  :  but,  one  (at  leaft)  refpect. 
Though  ludahs  fickneffes  unheeded  be, 
(Although  thy  temporall  wounds  afflict  not  thee) 
Yet,  looke  on  Syon :  yea,  behold  and  fee 
Thy  Spiritualties,  how  much  empair'd  they  be. 
The  Churches  Patrimony  is  decay'd  ; 
And  many  a  one  is  in  her  fpoiles  araid  : 
Thofe  Patrons  (as  we  terme  them  in  this  age) 
Who  of  her  Dowries  have  the  patronage, 
Doe  rob  and  cheat  her,  many  times  of  all ; 
And,  their  Donations  bafely  fet  to  fale. 

Thofe  Cananites,  whom  thou  preferveft  here, 
(And  by  thy  lawes  to  be  expelled  were) 
Are  in  thy  borders  now  fo  multiply'd, 
That  they  are  thornes  and  thiftles  in  thy  fide. 
They  are  become  a  Serpent  in  thy  path, 
Which  bites  unfeene  ;  and  nigh  unhorfed  hath 
Some  able  Riders.     On  thy  Places-high 
Thy  people  doe  commit  Idolatry, 

X  5  And 
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And  reare  ftrange  Altars.     In  thy  Fields  are  found 

Thofe  cunning  harmfull  Foxes  to  abound, 

That  fpoile  thy  Vines.     And,  fome  I  have  efpy'd, 

Twixt  whofe  oppofed  tales,  are  firebrands  ty'd, 

Which  wafte  thy  fruits.     Thy  Harvejl  feemeth  faire  ; 

But  fecret  bladings  do  foe  much  impaire 

And  blite  the  Corne  ;  that  when  it  comesto  bread, 

Thy  Children  oft  unwholfomly  are  fed. 

Men  ufe  Religion  as  a  ftalking-horfe 

To  catch  preferment ;  yea,  fometime  to  worfe 

And  bafer  ufes  they  employ  the  fame  : 

Like  that  bold  Harlot,  who  quite  void  of  fhame, 

Did  of  her  Vowes,  and  her  Peace-offrings  make 

A  Ginn,  lafcivious  cuftomers  to  take. 

Yea,  fome  (refembling  him,  from  whom  was  caft 

One  Devill)  when  one  fin  they  have  difplac't, 

Of  which  the  world  took  notice,  fweep  and  clenfe 

Themfelves  (in  fhow)  from  all  their  other  fins  ; 

Yet,  fecretly,  let  Sathan  repoffeffe, 

And  foule  them  with  a  feven-fold  vvickedneffe. 

An  univerfall  dulneffe  will  benum 
Thy  fenfes,  if  thou  doe  not  foone  become 
More  heedfull  of  thy  ftate,  then  thou  art  yet : 
For,  ev'ry  part  hath  felt  an  ague-fit. 

Thy  Academs,  which  are  the  famous  places 
In  which  all  pious  knowledges  and  graces 
Should  nourifht  be;  and  whence  thy  chiefe  fupply 
Of  Teachers,  come,  (as  from  a  Nurfery) 
Ev'n  thofe  faire  Foantaines  are  much  tainted  grown, 
With  doctrines  hardly  found,  which  thence  are  blown 
Through  ev'ry  quarter.     In  their  Schooles  are  heard 
Vaine  jiggs  and  janglings,  worthleffe  of  regard. 
Their  very  Pulpits,  and  their  Oratories, 
Are  Stages,  whereupon  their  owne  vainglories 
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Men  often  act.     Yea,  many  a  vaine  conceit, 
Is  brought  in  Head  of  arguments  of  weight  : 
And  (which  is  worfe)  diforder  is  fo  rife 
Among  them  ;  and  the  weeds  of  evill  life 
Have  fo  o'regrowne  thofe  Gardens,  that  (unleffe 
Good  government  (hall  fpeedily  redreffe 
That  fpreading  mifchiefe)  it  will  over  top 
The  plants  of  Sjon,  and  deftroy  her  crop. 

To  be  thy  Shepheards,  Wolves  are  ftolen  in  ; 
And,  thou  haft  thofe  who  ev'n  by  day  begin 
To  fow  their  Tares  among  thy  pureft  Seed ; 
And,  with  mixt  Graines  thy  Lands  pollution  breed. 
For  hire,  and  money,  prophefies  the  Prophet : 
The  Priejl  doth  preach,  to  make  a  living  of  it, 
Ev'n  meerly  for  a  living ;  and,  but  few 
Their  holy-charge,  for  confcience  fake  purfue  : 
Which  I  by  many  fignes  could  make  apparent, 
But  that  it  is  not  yet  within  my  Warrant. 
Loquuntur  Curce  /eves ;  little  Cures 
Doe  make  men  preach,  whilft  poverty  endures. 
Ingentes  Jlupent ;  but,  large  livings  make 
Our  Doclors  dumb  .•  condemne  not  my  miftake  : 
For,  though  I  doe  the  Latine  fentence  wrong, 
That's  true  I  tell  you  in  the  EngliJJi  tongue. 

Our  Nation,  which  of  late  Prophaneneffe  hated, 
Is  in  that  fin  almoft  Iialionated. 
The  Scriptures  without  reverence  are  ufed  .* 
The  holy  phrafe,  in  jellings,  is  abufed  : 
To  flout,  or  praife,  or  curfe,  we  can  apply 
Gods  holy  word,  mod  irreligioufly  : 
In  ftead  of  Emblemes,  moving  thoughts  divine, 
The  filthy  pictures  of  lewd  Areune, 
Are  found  in  many  Cloffets.     Foolifh  lies, 
Prophane  and  moft  lafcivious  Elegies 
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Are  publike  made.     Yea,  thofe  whom  heretofore 

A  heathen  Emperour  did  fo  abhor, 

That  he,  for  them,  their  wanton  Author  fent 

To  undergoe  perpetuall  banifhment  : 

Ev'n  thefe  we  reade ;  and  worfe  than  thofe,  by  far, 

Allowed  paffe,  and  unreproved  are. 

Nay,  their  vaine  Authors  often  cherifht  be  : 

At  lead,  they  have  the  favour  to  goe  free. 

But,  if  a  graver  Mufe  reprove  their  fin, 

Lord,  with  what  hafly  zeale  they  call  it  in  ! 

How  libellous  they  make  it  !  and  how  vile, 

Thou  know'ft ;  and  at  their  folly  thou  doft  fmile. 

Full  warily,  the  politick  Divine, 
(Who  mould  allow  it)  fcanneth  ev'ry  Line 
Before  it  paffe  ;  each  phrafe  he  doth  fufpecl ; 
Although  he  fmdeth  nothing  to  be  chekt, 
He  feares  to  Licence  it.     And  if  by  chance 
It  paffe  abroad,  forthwith  doth  ignorance 
Miftake  or  mifapply  ;  and  falfe  and  bade 
Conflructions  are,  of  good  expreffions  made  : 
Yea,  they  who  on  the  feats  of  Judgement  fit, 
Are  oft,  moft  ready  to  mifcenfure  it. 

I  would  they  were  as  forward  to  difgrace 
Thofe  Authors,  who  have  fill'd  ev'ry  place 
With  fruitleffe  Volumes.     For  difperfed  are 
Ev'n  quite  throughout  this  I/land  ev'ry  yeare, 
Ev'n  many  thoufand  Reames  of  fcurrile  toyes, 
Songs,  Rymes  and  Ballads,  whofe  vaine  ufe  deftroyes 
Or  hinders  Vertuous  knowledge,  and  Devotion. 
And  this  we  doe  to  further  the  promotion 
Of  our  Diana.     Yet,  behold,  if  we 
To  publifh  fome  few  fheets  required  be, 
Containing  pyous  Hymns,  or  Chriftian  Songs, 
Or  ought  which  to  the  praife  of  God  belongs  : 
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We  doe  fo  feare  the  hindrance  of  our  gaine, 
That  h'ke  XtiEphefian  Silver-fmiths,  we  faine 
A  great  complaint.  As  if  to  have  enlarged 
A  little  Booke,  had  grievoufiy  o'recharged 
The  Common-wealth.  Whereas  if  it  were  weigh'd, 
How  much  of  late  this  Land  is  overlaid 
With  triviall  Volumes  :  or,  how  much  they  doe 
Corrupt  our  Manners,  and  Religion  too, 
By  that  abufive  matter  they  contain e  ; 
I  mould  not  feeme  unjuftly  to  complaine. 
Thefe  times  do  fwarme  with  Pamphlets  which  be  far 
More  dangerous,  then  mortall  poyfons  are 
Ev'n  in  thofe  bookes,  whereby  the  fimple  thought 
To  find  true  knowledge,  they  their  bane  have  caught  : 
For,  thence,  ftrong  Hereftes  (there  being  hid 
Amid  fome  doubtleffe  Truths,  a  while  unfpi'd) 
Steal  out  among  the  people,  by  degrees ; 
More  mifchiefe  working  then  each  Reader  fees. 
And,  fo,  to  mine  knowledge,  that  is  made 
An  inftrument ;  whereby  it  railing  had 
For  (by  their  lucre,  who  the  Churches  peace 
Difturb,  their  private  profit  to  increafe) 
Thofe  Doctrines  which  are  unauthorifed, 
Are  fo  promifcuoufly  divulg'd,  and  fpread, 
Among  approved  Vanities  ;  that  fome 
Are  in  thofe  Laborinths  amaz'd  become  : 
And,  fuch  a  Contradiction  is  in  that 
Which  their  Confufed  Pamphlets  doe  relate ; 
That,  Common  Readers,  know  not  which  to  leave, 
Nor,  which  the  Church  of  England  doth  receive. 
And,  from  this  mifchiefe  many  others  flow, 
Which  will,  in  future  times,  more  harmfull  grow. 
This,  fpins  vaine  Controverfies  to  their  length  ; 
By  this,  moil  Hereftes  receive  their  ftrength. 
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And  what  diftraction  it  already  makes. 
Our  griev'd  Mother  wofull  notice  takes. 
In  ftead  of  active  knowledge,  and  her  fruit ; 
This  filleth  men  with  itchings  of  difpuie, 
And  empty  words  ;  whereby  are  fet  abroach 
A  thoufand  quarrells,  to  the  Truths  reproach. 
The  Sectaries,  the  Munkeycs,  and  the  Apes, 
The  Cubs  and  Foxes,  which  do  mar  our  Grapes ; 
The  Wolves  in  fheep-skins,  and  our  frantick  rable 
Of  WorJJiip-vwngers,  are  innumerable. 
And,  as  the  Churches  quiet  they  moleft, 
So  they  each  other  fpightfully  infeft. 
We  have  fome  Papijls :  fome  that  halfe  way  goe : 
Some  Semi-puritans  ;  fome,  wholly  fo ; 
Some  Anabaptijls ;  fome,  who  doe  refufe 
Black  puddings  :  and  good  porke,  like  arrant  Iewes  : 
Some  alfo  term'd  Arminians  are  among 
Our  Pricjls  and  People,  very  lately  fprung. 
What  moft,  fo  call'd,  profeffe,  I  ftand  not  for  : 
And  what  fome  fay  they  teach,  I  doe  abhor. 
But,  what  fome  other,  fo  mifnam'd,  beleeve, 
Is  that  whereto  beft  Chriflians  credit  give. 
For,  as  we  fee  the  moft  reformed  man, 
By  Libertines,  is  term'd  a  Puritan  : 
So  (by  our  publinde  Formalijls)  all  thofe 
Who  new  fantaftick  crotchets  doe  oppofe, 
Begin  to  be  mif-term'd  Arminians  now. 
And,  hence  e're  long  will  greater  mifchieves  grow 
Then  moft  imagine.  For,  the  foolifh  feare, 
Left  they  to  be  Arminians  may  appeare, 
Or  elfe  be  termed  Puritans,  will  make 
Great  multitudes  Religion  quite  forfake. 
And,  I  am  half  perfwaded,  this  will  one  (John 

Of  thofe  great  Schifmes  (or  earthquakes)  caufe  which 
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Foretold  in  his  Apocalyps ;  and  they 

Are  bleft,  who  fhall  not  thereby  fall  away. 

Some  Browni/ls,  and  fome  Familijk  have  we  ; 

And  fome,  that  no  man  can  tell  what  they  be ; 

Nor  they  themfelves.  Some,  feeme  fo  wondrous  pure 

They  no  mens  converfations  can  endure, 

Vnleffe  they  ufe  their  plaiftrings  ;  and  appeare 

In  ev'ry  formall  garbe  which  they  fhall  weare. 

There  be  of  thofe,  who  in  their  words  deny, 

And  hate  the  practice  of  Idolatry, 

Yet  make  an  Idol  of  their  formall  zeale, 

And  underneath  ftricl  holineffe,  conceale 

A  myftery  of  evill,  which  deceives  them, 

And,  when  they  think  all  fafe,  in  danger  leaves  them. 

Their  whole  Religion,  fome  doe  place  in  hearing  : 

Some,  in  the  outward  action  of forbearing 

111  deeds ;  or  in  wel  doing,  though  the  heart 

In  that  performance  beare  no  reall  part. 

Some  others,  of  their  morall  actions  make 

Small  confcience  :  and,  affirme  that  God  doth  take 

No  notice  how  in  body  they  tranfgreffe, 

If  him  they  in  their  inward  man  confeffe  : 

As  if  a  foule  beloved  could  refide 

Within  a  body  quite  unfandlifide. 

Some,  not  contented  in  the  act  of  fin, 
Are  growne  fo  impudent,  that  they  begin 
To  juftifie  themfelves  in  wickedneffe; 
Or,  by  quaint  arguments,  to  make  it  leffe : 
And,  by  fuch  Monflers,  to  fuch  ends  as  this, 
The  Chriflian-liberty  defamed  is. 

Newfangledneffe,  Religion  hath  o'rethrowne; 
And,  many  as  fantafticall  are  growne 
In  that,  as  in  apparell.     Some,  delight 
In  nothing  more  then  to  be  oppofite 
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To  other  men  :     Their  zeal  they  wholly  fpend 
The  prefent  Government  to  reprehend  ; 
The  Churches  difcipline  to  vilifie  ; 
And  raile,  at  all,  which  pleads  Antiquitie. 

They  love  not  peace  :  and  therefore  have  fufpition 
Of  Truth  it  felfe,  if  out  of  perfecution  : 
And  are  fo  thankleffe,  or  fo  heedleffe  be 
Of  Gods  great  love,  in  giving  fuch  a  free 
And  plenteous  meanes  of  publifhing  his  word, 
That,  what  his  Prophets  of  the  Iewes  record, 
Some  verefie  in  us.     Much  praife  is  given 
To  that  blinde  age,  wherein  the  Queene  of  heav'n 
Was  worfhipt  here.     And,  falfly,  we  extoll 
Thofe  Dayes,  as  being  much  more  plentifull. 

Some,  at  the  frequency  of  Preaching  grutch, 
And,  tyred  with  it,  thinke  wee  have  too  much  : 
Nay,  impudently  practice  to  fuppreffe 
That  Exercife,  and  make  our  plenty  leffe. 
And,  that  their  doings  may  not  want  fome  fayre 
Or  goodly  coulor,  they  doe  call  for  Pray'r, 
In  ftead  thereof;  as  if  we  could  not  pray, 
Vntill  our  Preaching  we  had  fent  away. 

As  thefe  are  foohfhly,  or  lewdly,  wife ; 
We  have  fome  others  wantonly  precife. 
So  waywardly  difpos'd,  amidft  our  plenty, 
And  through  their  curiofitie,  fo  dainty; 
That,  very  many  cannot  well  digeft 
The  Bread  of  life,  but  in  their  manner  dreft. 
Nor  will  Gods  Manna,  or  that  meafure  ferve 
Which  he  provides ;  But,  they  cry  out  they  ftarve, 
Vnlefle  they  feed  upon  their  owne  opinions, 
(Which  are  like  Egypts  Garlicke  and  her  Onions) 
Some  like  not  Prayer  that's  extemporary; 
Some  love  not  any  that  fet  forme  doth  cary : 
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Some  thinke  there's  no  devotion,  but  in  thofe 

That  howle,  or  whine,  or  muffle  in  the  nofe ; 

As  if  that  God  vouchfafed  all  his  Graces 

For  fained  geftures,  or  for  fower  faces. 

Some  think  not  that  the  man,  who  gravely  teacheth  ; 

Or  hath  a  fober  gefture  when  he  preacheth, 

Or  gentle  voyce  :  hath  any  zeal  in  him, 

And  therefore,  fuch  like  Preachers  they  contemne. 

Yea,  they  fuppofe  that  no  mans  doctrine  faves 

The  foule  of  any  one,  unleffe  he  raves, 

And  rores  aloud,  and  flings,  and  hurleth  fo 

As  if  his  amies  he  quite  away  would  throw ; 

Or  over-leap  the  Pulpit ;  or  els  breake  it : 

And  this  (if  their  opinion  true  may  make  it) 

Is  to  advance  their  voyces  Trumpet-like, 

As  God  commands  .•  yea,  this  (they  fay)  doth  ftrike 

Sinne  dead.  Whereas,  indeed,  God  feldome  goes 

In  whirlwinds  :  but  is  in  the  voyce  of  thofe 

Who  fpeake  in  meeknes.  And  it  is  not  in 

The  pow'r  of  noyfe  to  fhake  the  walls  of  finne  .• 

For  clamors,  antique  actions,  writhed  lookes 

And  fuch  like  mimmicke  Rhetoricke  none  brookes 

That  hath  difcretion  :  neyther  doth  it  move 

The  heart  of  any,  when  we  fo  reprove ; 

Except  it  be  in  fome  contrary  motion, 

Which  interrupts  the  hearers  good  devotion. 

The  well  affected  Chriftian  pitties  it ; 

It  makes  prophaneft  men  at  naught  to  fet 

Gods  Ordinance.  Meere  morall  men  defpife 

Such  affectation  .•  much  it  terrifies 

The  ignorant :  but  very  few  from  thence 

Receive  found  knowledge,  or  trve  penitence. 

Some  relifh  nothing,  but  thofe  points  that  are 
In  eontroverne  :  fome  would  nothing  heare 
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But  fongs  of  Mercy  ;  fome,  delight  in  none 
But  Sons  of  Thunder ;  and  fcarce  any  one 
Is  pleaf'd  in  what  he  heares.  Nay,  of  their  Preachers, 
Mechanicks  arrogate  to  be  the  teachers. 
Yea  moft  of  us,  what  e're  our  Paflor  fayes, 
Keepe  ftill  our  owne  opinions  and  our  wayes. 
To  heare  and  know  Gods  word,  to  fome  among 
Our  Nation,  feemeth  only  to  belong 
To  Clergymen  ;  and,  their  implicite  Faith 
Is  built  on  what  the  common  rumour  faith. 
Some  others  fill'd  with  curiofity 
Affirme  that  ev'ry  fev'rall  myftery 
Within  Gods  Book  included,  doth  concern e 
Ev'n  each  particular  Chriftian  man  to  learne  : 
Whereas  they  might  as  well  affirme,  each  guefl 
That  is  invited  to  a  publike  Feaft, 
Is  bound  the  fev'rall  difhes  there  to  heed, 
And  upon  ev'ry  meat  before  him  feed. 
Nay,  fome  have  almoft  this  imagination, 
That  there  is  hardly  hope  of  their  falvation 
Who  fpeake  not  Hebrew.  And,  this  now  adayes, 
Makes  foolifh  women,  and  young  Prentifes 
To  learne  that  holy  Tongue ;  in  which  they  grow 
As  cunning  as  doe  thofe  who  nothing  know, 
Save  to  be  arrogant,  and  to  contemne 
Thofe  PaJIors,  who  have  taken  charge  of  them. 
The  appetite  of  fome  growes  dull,  and  failes, 
Vnleffe  it  may  be  pampered  with  Quailes ; 
High  flying  crotchets,  which  we  fee  do  fill 
Not  halfe  fo  many  foules  as  they  do  kill. 
We  cannot  be  content  to  make  our  flights, 
For  that  which  God  expofeth  to  our  fights, 
And  fearch  for  that  which  he  is  pleaf'd  to  fhow, 
But,  we  muft  alfo  pry,  what  God  doth  know. 
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Which  was  indeed  an  ancient  fallacy 
Of  Sathans ;  and  the  very  fame  whereby 
He  cheated  Eve.     From  feeking  to  difclofe 
Beyond  our  warrant,  what  God  only  knowes, 
Proceedeth  many  errors.     Thence  doth  come 
Moft  queftions  that  have  troubled  Chrijlendome. 
Yea,  fearching  things  conceal'd,  hath  overthrowne 
The  comfortable  ufe  of  what  is  knowne. 

Hence  flowes  their  fruitleffe  fond  affeveration, 
Who  blundred  on  Et email  Reprobation, 
And  many  groundleffe  whimfies  have  invented, 
Whereby  much  better  muzings  are  prevented. 

Of  Reprobation  I  no  doubt  have  made  ; 
Yet,  thofe  vaine  quarrellings  which  we  have  had, 
Concerning  her,  and  her  antiquity, 
(But  that  the  world  hath  wifer  fooles  then  I) 
Appeares  to  me  to  bring  fo  little  fruits, 
That  I  fuppofe  it  fitter  for  difputes 
In  hell  (among  the  reprobated  crue) 
Then  for  a  Church  of  ChriJHans  to  purfue  : 
At  lead  to  braule  about  with  fuch  hot  rage, 
As  hath  poffeft  fome  Spirits  of  this  age. 
For,  fome  have  urg'd  this  point  of  Reprobation, 
As  if  the  chiefeft  ground-work  of  falvation 
Depended  on  beleeving,  juft,  as  they 
(Deluded  by  their  fancies)  pleafe  to  fay. 
And,  though  they  never  found  God's  holy  word 
Did  any  mention  of  the  fame  afford, 
But,  as  of  that  which  did  begin  fince  Time ; 
And  with  refpect  to  fome  committed  crime  : 
They,  natheleffe,  their  ftrengths  together  gather, 
To  prove  the  Child  is  older  then  the  Father. 
And,  fince  that  fatall  thred,  there,  finds  her  fpinning, 
But  from  of  Old ;  at  fartheft  from  Beginning : 
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They  Reprobation,  otherwhile  confound 
With  our  Predejlination  :  which  is  found 
No  where  in  all  the  Scripture,  to  refpect 
The  Reprobates,  but  onely  God's  Elect. 

And  then  they  are  compeld  to  prove  the  fenfe 
Of  their  darke  Tenet,  by  an  inference  ; 
And  to  affirme  (from  reafon)  that  Eleclion 
Eternall,  doth  infer  the  like  rejection. 
(As  if  an  action  of  Eternity, 
Were  fit  to  fquare  our  (hallow  reafons,  by) 
Which  Argument  becaufe  it  hath  not  taken 
True  faith,  to  ground  on,  may  with  eafe  be  fhaken. 

Their  tottering  ftructure,  therefore,  up  to  keep, 
They  into  Gods  foreknowledge  boldly  peep, 
Beyond  his  warrant ;  fearching  for  Decrees 
And  fecrets,  farther  then  an  Angell  fees : 
Prefuming  then,  as  if  all  things  they  knew, 
And  had  Eternity  within  their  view. 
But,  that  hath  fuch  an  infinite  extenfion, 
Beyond  their  narrow-bounded  comprehenfion, 
That,  there  they  wander  on,  till  they  are  madd  : 
And  loofe  that  little  knowledge,  which  they  had. 

For  what  are  they  but  mad  men  who  maintaine 
The  giddie  fancies  of  their  owne  weake  braine, 
For  Thefes  of  Religion,  which  we  muft 
Beleeve  as  they  affirme  them  :  or  be  thruft 
Among  the  Reprobates  ?     What  leffe,  I  pray, 
Are  they  then  madd,  who  foole  their  wits  away 
In  wheeling  Arguments  which  have  no  end  ? 
In  Straines  which  man  fhall  never  apprehend  ? 
In  feeking  what  their  knowledge  doth  exceed  ? 
In  vaine  difputings,  which  contentions  breed. 
In  ftrange  C/iynieras,  and  fantaftick  notions, 
That  neither  flirre  us  up  to  good  devotions, 
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Nor  mend  our  manners  ?  But  our  wayes  pervert, 
Diflracl  the  Judgment,  or  puff  up  the  heart. 
If  this  I  may  not  madnes  call,  or  folly, 
Tis  (at  the  beft)  religious  melancholly. 
What  fhal  we  iudg  of  thofe  who  ftrive  to  make      (flake 
Gods  word  (whofe  Termes  and  Scope  they  much  mi- 
Their  proofes  for  that  whereof  no  proofes  they  are, 
And  Height  thofe  Truths,  for  which  the  text  is  clear  : 
What  fhall  we  deeme  of  thofe,  who  quite  miftaking 
Good  Authors,  (and  their  Volumes  guilty  making 
Of  what  they  never  meant)  do  preach  and  write 
Againft  thofe  Bookes,  with  rancorous  defpight, 
Which  being  well  examin'd  fay  the  fame 
Which  they  affirme,  and  check  what  they  do  blame. 
Such  men  there  be,  and  they  great  noife  haue  made 
By  fighting  furioufly  with  their  owne  fhade. 

What  may  be  thought  of  them,  who  likely,  ever, 
In  their  perverfe  opinions  to  perfever, 
Take  knowledge  up  on  truft :  and  follow  thofe 
Who  leade  them  on,  as  wild  geefe  fly  in  rowes  ? 
And  when  their  multitude  is  waxen  great, 
Do  then  fo  wilfully  prejudicate, 
Become  fo  confident  of  that  they  hold, 
And  in  their  blind  affurance,  fo  are  bold, 
That  they  can  brook  no  tryall,  neither  fee 
Their  overfights,  how  plaine  fo  ere  they  be? 
But  fondly  think  (though  we  beleeve  it  not) 
That  they  infallibilitie  have  got  ? 

Some  pious  men ;  Yea,  fome  great  Doctors  tread, 
Such  Ldborinths  ;  and  often  are  mifled 
By  holding  that  which  they  at  firft  were  taught, 
Without  due  proving  all  things  as  they  ought : 
And  vulgar  men  are  often  led  awry, 
By  their  examples,  and  for  company. 

For, 
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For,  as  a  Traveller,  that  is  to  come 
From  fome  far  Country,  through  large  defarts,  home  ; 
(Not  knowing  well  the  way)  is  glad  to  take 
His  courfe  with  fuch  who  fhowes  of  cunning  make, 
And  walks  along,  depending  ftill  on  them, 
Through  many  a  wood,  and  over  many  a  ftreame, 
Till  he  and  they  are  loft  .•  there  to  remaine 
He  finds  no  fafety,  nor  meanes  back  againe, 
Nor  lift  to  leave  his  company ;  becaufe 
He  hopes  that  nearer  homeward  ftill  he  drawes, 
And  that  his  guides  full-fure  of  paffage  are, 
Although  they  cannot  well  defcribe  it,  there. 
So,  when  plaine  men  doe  firft  attempt  the  way 
Of  knowledge,  by  their  guides,  they  walk  aftray, 
Without  diftruft;  and  when  ariv'd  they  be 
Where  many  troublefome  windings  they  do  fee, 
And  where  no  certaintie  they  can  behold, 
Yet,  on  their  leaders  knowledge  they  are  bold, 
Or  on  their  multitude  .•  yea,  though  they  know, 
And,  fee  them  erre,  and  turne,  and  ftagger  fo, 
(In  darkfome  paths)  that  well  fuppofe  they  may, 
They  rove  and  wander  in  an  uncouth  way ; 
Yet,  ftill  they  are  unwilling  to  fufpect 
The  wifdome  of  the  Fathers  of  their  Sect. 
Yea,  though  no  fatisfaclion  they  can  find, 
Though  feares  and  doubtings  do  afflict  their  mind, 
They  ftill  impute  it  rather  to  their  owne 
Infirmities,  or  to  the  depths  unknowne 
Of  thofe  myfterious  points,  to  mention  brought ; 
But  never  call  in  queftion  what  is  taught : 
Left  being  by  thofe  Teachers  terrifide, 
They  might  forfaken  in  defpaire  abide. 

Their  Doclors,  alfo,  failing  to  devife 
Strong  Arguments,  their  hearers  to  fuffice ; 

This 
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This  courfe,  to  falve  their  credits,  late  have  got  ; 

They  fay  (forfooth)  Faiths  doctrine  fettles  not 

With  naturall  capacities  ;  and  that 

The  Spirit  muft  thofe  men  illuminate 

Who  thall  receive  them.     And,  indeed  in  this, 

They  doe  both  fay  the  truth,  and  fay  amiffe  .• 

This  is  a  lefuitifh  juggling  trick, 

And,  if  allow'd  it  be,  each  lunatick, 

And  ev'ry  brain-fick  Drea?ner,  by  that  way, 

May  foifl  upon  us  all  that  he  can  fay. 

For,  though  Gods  holy  Spirit  muft  create 
New  hearts  within  us,  and  regenerate 
Depraved  nature,  e're  it  can  be  able 
To  make  our  outward  healings  profitable  ; 
We  muft  not  think  that  all  which  fancy  faith 
(In  termes  obfcure)  are  myfteries  of  Faith. 
Nor  make  the  hearers  want  of  pow'r  to  reach 
Their  meanings,  to  be  proofes  of  what  they  teach. 

There  is  twixt  men,  &  that  which  they  are  taught, 
Some  naturall  proportion  ;  or  tis  naught. 
The  deepeft  myftery  of  our  profeffion, 
Is  capable  of  literall  expreflion, 
As  well  to  Reprobates,  as  men  elecled; 
Or  elfe  it  may  of  error  be  fufpecled. 
Yea  wicked  men  a  power  granted  have 
To  underftand,  although  they  mifconceive. 
And  can  of  darkeft  points  make  plaine  relations, 
Though  to  themfelves  they  faile  in  applications. 

God  never  yet  did  bid  us  take  in  hand 
To  publifh  that  which  none  can  underftand  .• 
Much  leffe  affecteth  he  a  man  fhould  mutter 
Rude  founds  of  that,  whofe  depth  he  cannot  utter ; 
Or  in  uncertaine  termes,  as  many  doe, 
Who  preach  Non-fenfe,  and  oft  non  entia  too. 

For 
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For  thofe  which  man  to  man  is  bound  to  fhow, 
Are  fuch  plaine  Truths,  as  we  by  word  may  know; 
Which  when  the  hearer  can  expreffe  againe, 
The  fruit  hath  equalled  the  Teachers  paine. 

Then,  though  the  foule  doth  many  times  conceive 
(By  Faith,  and  by  that  Word  which  we  receive) 
Deep  myfteries,  and  that  which  farre  tranfcends 
A  carnall  knowledge  :  though  flie  apprehends 
Some  glimmerings  of  thofe  Objefts,  that  are  higher 
Then  humane  Reafon  ever  fliall  afpire  ; 
Though  the  hath  tailings  of  that  bleffednes, 
Which  mortall  tongue  could  never  yet  expreffe ; 
And  though  the  foule  may  have  fome  earn  eft  given 
On  earth,  of  what  it  (hall  enjoy  in  heauen  ; 
Though  God  may  when  he  lift  (and  now  and  then 
For  caufe  not  ordinary)  to  fome  men 
Vouchfafeth  (for  their  fecret  fatisfactions) 
A  few  reflections  from  eternall  actions  : 
Though  this  be  fo,  let  no  man  arrogate 
That  he  fuch  fecrets  can  by  word  relate. 
For,  they  are  things,  of  which  no  voyce  can  preach ; 
High  flights,  to  which  no  mortall  wing  can  reach ; 
Tis  Gods  owne  worke,  fuch  raptures  to  convay, 
To  compaffe  them  there  is  no  other  way, 
But  by  his  bleffed  Spirit.     And,  of  thofe 
Moft  can  we  not ;  fome  muft  we  not  difclofe. 
For,  if  they  onely  touch  out  private  ftate, 
They  were  not  fent,  that  we  fhould  them  relate ; 
But  daigned  that  the  foule  they  ftrengthen  might 
Amid  the  perills  of  fome  fecret  fight ; 
When  men  to  honor  God,  or  for  their  finn, 
The  terrors  of  this  life  are  plunged  in. 
And,  as  it  is  reputed  of  thofe  things, 
Which  foolifh  people  thinke  fome  Fairy  brings, 

So, 
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So,  of  Enthufiafmes  fpeake  I  may ; 
Difcover  them,  and  ftraight  they  fiye  away. 
For,  thus  they  fare  who  boaft  of  Revelations, 
Or  of  the  certainty  of  their  Salvations, 
Or  any  ghoftly  gift,  at  times  or  places, 
Which  warrant  not  the  mention  of  fuch  graces  : 
Yea,  by  revealing  things  which  they  mould  hide, 
They  entrance  make  for  over-weening  pride  : 
And  that  quite  marres  the  bleffing  they  poffefl, 
Or,  for  awhile  obfeureth  it.  at  bed  : 

And  yet,  if  any  man  fhall  climbe  fo  high, 
That  they  attaine  unto  a  Myftery, 
Conceiv'd  by  few ;  they  may,  if  they  be  able, 
Difclofe  it  where  it  may  be  profitable. 
But,  they  mull  know,  that  (if  it  be,  indeed, 
Of  fuch  tranfeendency,  as  doth  exceed 
Meere  naturall  reaches)  it  mould  be  declar'd 
To  none,  fave  unto  thofe  who  are  prepar'd 
For  fuch  conceptions  ;  and  more  apt  to  know  them 
By  their  owne  thoughts,  then  are  oar  words  to  fhow 
Elfe,  all  they  utter  will  in  clouds  appeare,  (them. 

And,  errors  men  for  truths,  away  will  beare. 

Would  this  had  beene  obferv'd  a  little  more, 
By  fome,  who  in  our  Congregations  roare 
Of  Gods  unknowne  Decrees,  Eternall- Callings, 
Of  Perfeverance,  and  of  Finall  Fallings, 
And  fuch  like  Myjlerics.  Or  elfe,  I  would 
That  they  their  meanings  better  utter  could, 
(If  well  they  meant.)  For,  though  thofe  points  afford 
Much  comfort  and  inftruction  (as  Gods  word 
Hath  mention'd  them)  and  may  applyed  be, 
And  opened,  when  we  juft  occafion  fee  ; 
Yet,  as  mod  handle  them,  who  now  adayes 
Do  paffe  for  Preachers,  with  a  vulgar  praife, 
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They  profit  not :  for,  this  ripe  age  hath  young 

And  forward  wits,  who  by  their  fluent  tongue, 

And  able  memories,  a  way  have  found 

To  build  a  houfe,  e're  they  have  laid  the  ground. 

With  common  places,  and  with  notes  purloin'd, 

(Not  well  applyed,  and  as  ill  conjoyn'd) 

A  garb  of  preaching  thefe  have  foone  attained, 

Which  hath,  with  many,  approbation  gained 

Beyond  their  merit.     For,  they  take  in  hand 

Thofe  myfteries  they  neither  underftand, 

Nor  ftudied  on.  And,  they  have  much  diftracted 

Some  hearers,  by  their  doctrines  ill  compacted  : 

Yea,  by  enquiring  out  what  God  fore-fees, 

And  medling  much  with  his  unknowne  Decrees, 

The  CJiurches  peace  fo  much  difturb'd  have  they  ; 

So  foule  and  crooked  made  Faiths  plained  way ; 

Such  fcandals  raif'd  ;  and  interrupted  fo, 

By  doubts  impertinent,  what  men  fhould  do  ; 

And,  their  endeavors  nullifide,  fo  far, 

That  many  of  them  at  a  nonplus  are. 

I  am  not  of  their  minds,  who  take  from  this 
And  other  things,  that  are  perform'd  amiffe, 
Occafion  to  difparage  frequent  preaching ; 
Or,  to  abate  our  plenteoufneffe  of  teaching  : 
For,  of  our  Harvefl,  Lord,  I  humbly  pray, 
The  ftore  of  Labourers  continue  may. 
And,  I  could  alfo  wifli,  that  none  were  chofe 
To  be  a  feed-man,  till  he  truly  knowes 
The  Wheat  from  Tares ;  and  is  indu'd  with  reafon, 
And  grace,  to  fow  in  order,  and  in  feafon. 
And  that  thofe  artleffe  workmen  may  be  (laid, 
Who  build  before  foundations  they  have  laid  : 
Left,  when  our  Church  well  built,  fuppofe  we  mail, 
It  fink,  and  overwhelme  us  in  the  fall. 

It 
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It  pities  me  to  marke  what  rents  appeare 
Within  our  Syon ;  and  what  daubings  are 
To  hide  the  ruines  ;  and  I  feare  the  frame 
Will  totter,  if  we  long  neglect  the  fame. 
Our  Watchmen,  for  the  greater  part,  are  growne 
Leffe  mindfull  of  Gods  honor,  then  their  owne  : 
For  either  almoft  wholly  we  omit 
That  worke,  or  undifcreetly  follow  it. 

Some,  fpeak  the  truth,  without  fincere  intention, 
As  they  who  preach  the  Go/pell  for  contention. 
Some,  by  their  wicked  lives  do  give  offence, 
And  harden  men  in  their  impenitence. 
As  if  nor  hell  nor  heav'n  they  did  beleeve, 
They  riot,  game,  drink  drunk,  and  whore,  and  theeve. 
For  avarice,  and  envy,  none  are  worfe ; 
They  are  malicious,  and  blafpheme,  and  curfe, 
As  much  as  any  others.     None  are  more 
Regardleffe  of  the  foule  that's  meane  and  poore ; 
Among  their  neighbours,  none  more  quarrelfome. 
Or,  that  more  hardly  reconcil'd  become, 
Then  many  Clergie-men.  And  as  we  fee 
They  are  the  beft  of  men,  when  good  they  be ; 
So  there  are  none  that  wander  more  aftray, 
When  they  have  left  a  fanctified  way. 

Some  Paftors  are  too  hot ;  and  fome  too  cold  ; 
And,  very  few  the  golden  temper  hold. 
Some,  at  the  Papijl  with  fuch  madneffe  fling, 
As  if  they  could  not  utter  any  thing 
Of  them  too  vile  ;  though  ne're  fo  falfe  it  were  : 
And,  we  fo  ufed  by  their  Jefnits  are. 
Some  others  at  the  Puritan  do  ftrike, 
So  furioufly,  that  they  are  often  like 
To  wrong  the  Protejhnts:  for,  men  impofe 
That  name,  fometimes,  upon  the  beft  of  thofe. 

Y  2  Yea 
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Yea,  they  who  are  profane,  that  name  mif-lay 
On  all  who  make  a  confcience  of  their  way. 
Some  Shcpheards  on  their  flocks  are  gorg'd  at  full, 
And  fumptuoufly  arrayed  in  their  wooll. 
But,  thofe  that  are  difeaf'd,  they  make  not  ftrong  ; 
Their  ficklieft  fheepe  they  feldome  come  among ; 
They  take  no  care,  the  broken  up  to  bind, 
The  Sheep  that's  loft,  they  doe  not  feeke  to  find ; 
They  let  fuch  wander  as  will  run  aftray  ; 
And,  many  times  their  fury  fo  doth  fray 
The  tender  confcience;  that  their  indifcretion 
Doth  fright  their  hearers  headlong  to  perdition. 

Gods  bounty  hath  large  paftorage  provided ; 
But,  they  have  not  his  flocks  with  wifedome  guided  : 
For,  in  the  midft  of  plenty,  fome  be  ready 
To  ftarve  in  ignorance.  Some  fheep  are  headdy ; 
Some  get  the  ftaggers  ;  fome  the  fcab  ;  and  they 
In  feci:  their  fellowes.     Some  the  wantons  play 
Among  the  thornes  and  bryers,  which  have  torne 
The  marks  and  fleeces,  which  they  fhould  have  worn. 
Some  ftraggle  from  the  flock ;  and  they  are  ftraight 
Surpriz'd  by  Wolves,  which  lye  for  them  in  wait. 
Some,  fought  large  feeding,  and  ranck  paftures  got, 
Which  prov'd  not  wholfome ;  &  they  caught  the  Rot. 

For,  many  preach  themfelves,  and  fancies  broach, 
That  fcandall  preaching,  to  the  Truths  reproach. 
Yea,  fome  terme  that  (forfooth)  Gods  word  divine, 
Which  would  halfe  ihame  me,  fhould  they  terme  it 
And  they  we  fee,  that  longeft  pray  and  fpeak       (mine. 
Are  priz'd  of  moft  (though  head  nor  foot  they  make) 
Becaufe  the  common  hearers  of  this  land, 
Think  beft  of  that,  which  lead  they  underftand. 

Some,  alfo,  by  their  feet  difturb  the  Springs ; 
Or  trample  and  defile  Gods  paflurings  ; 

And 
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And  they  are  either  fuch  who  make  obfcure 
Faiths  principles ;  or,  fuch  whofe  lives  impure 
Prophane  their  Dodlrines.     Other  fome  have  we, 
Who  (like  the  beads  that  over  gamefome  be) 
Uoe  pufh  their  weaker  brethren  with  their  homes  ; 
And  hunt  them  from  the  flock,  by  wrongs,  or  fcorns. 

Gods  lioufcs,  alfo,  much  neglected  are; 
And  of  his  Sancluaries,  few  have  care. 
A  barne,  or  any  common  houfe  or  roome, 
Is  thought  as  well  Gods  worfhip  to  become, 
As  in  the  Churches  infancy ;  or  there, 
Where  wants,  and  wars,  and  perfecutions  are. 
Amidft  our  peace  and  plenties,  we  do  grutch 
Our  Oratories  fliould  be  trimm'd  as  much 
As  are  our  vulgar  dwellings ;  and  repine 
That  exercifes  which  are  mod  divine, 
Should  with  more  Rites,  or  Ornaments,  be  done, 
Then  when  the  troublous  times  afforded  none. 
As  if  a  Garden,  when  the  flow'rs  are  blowne, 
Were  dill  to  look  as  when  it  fird  was  fowne. 

To  worfhip  fo  in  fpirit,  we  pretend 
That,  in  our  bodies,  we  doe  fcarcely  bend 
A  leg.  or  move  a  cap,  when  there  we  be, 
Where  Gods  mod  holy  Myjleries  we  fee. 
Yea,  many  feeme  fo  carefull  to  have  bin, 
To  let  no  Superftition  enter  in, 
That  they  have,  almod,  wholly  banifht  hence, 
All  Decency,  and  pious  Reverence. 

The  Church,  by  Lukeivarme  Christians,  is  neglect 
By  brutifh  Athe'/ls  it  is  difrefpected  ; 
By  greedy  Worldlings,  robbed  of  her  fleeces  ; 
By  felfe-will'd  Schifmaticks,  nigh  torne  in  pieces ; 
By  Tyrants,  and  by  Infidels  oppofed ; 
By  her  blind  Guides,  to  hazard  oft  expofed  ; 

Y  3  By 
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By  Hypocrites,  injurioufly  defamed  ; 

And,  by  the  frailties  of  the  bed,  oft  fhamed. 

A  pow'r  ecclefiafticall  is  granted 
To  them,  full  often,  who  thofe  minds  have  wanted 
Becomming  fach  Authority  :  and  they 
Play  faft  and  loofe,  ev'n  with  the  Churches  Key. 
They  cenfure  and  abfolve,  as  befl  fhall  make 
For  their  advantage  ;  not  for  confcience  fake. 
As  they  fhall  pleafe,  they  punifh  or  connive ; 
And,  by  the  peoples  follies  they  do  thrive. 
Of  evill  cuftomes,  many  are  we  fee 
Infmuated,  and  fo  ftric~t  are  we 
To  keep  them,  that  we  fottifhly  deny 
To  leave  them,  for  what  more  would  edifie  : 
And  we  fo  much  do  Innovations  feare, 
That  needfull  Reformations  none  appeare. 

We  have  prophaned  ev'ry  holy  thing  ; 
Ev'n  our  mod  Chriftian  Feajls,  which  are  to  bring 
Gods  Mercies  to  our  thoughts ;  and  memorize 
Of  Saving-Grace,  the  facred  Myfteries : 
Some  have  ev'n  thofe  gain-fayed  ;  and,  in  that 
Have  evill  fpoken,  of  they  know  not  what. 
Some  others  keep  them  ;  but,  as  heathnifhly, 
As  Feajls  of  Bacchus  ;  and  impiety 
Is  then  fo  rife,  that  God  is  rarely  nam'd 
Or  thought  upon,  except  to  be  blafphem'd. 

By  thefe,  and  other  wayes,  the  Church  doth  lofe 
Much  honor,  to  the  glory  of  her  foes, 
And  our  great  fhame  and  loffe  :  for,  her  decayes 
Shall  be  this  Realities  difprofit,  and  difpraife. 

God  hath  a  controverfie  with  our  Lord ; 
And,  in  an  evill  plight  affaires  do  ftand. 
Already  we  doe  fmart  for  doing  ill ; 
Yet.  us  the  hand  of  God  afflicleth  Rill, 

And 
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And  many  fee  it  not ;  as  many  be 

So  wilfull,  that  his  hand  they  will  not  fee. 

Some,  plainly  view  the  fame,  but  nothing  care  : 

Some,  at  the  light  thereof  amazed  are 

Like  Balthazar ;  and  have  a  trembling  heart, 

Yet,  will  not  from  their  vanities  depart. 

About  fuch  matters,  other  fome  are  loth 
Their  thoughts  to  bufie  (meerly  out  of  floth) 
Like  him,  who  rather  would  in  hazard  put 
His  life,  then  rife  from  bed  the  doore  to  fhut. 
Some,  dreame  that  all  things  doe  by  chance  fucceed, 
And  that  I  prate  more  of  them  then  I  need. 
But,  Heav'n  and  Earth,  to  witneffe  I  invoke, 
That,  cauflefly,  I  nothing  here  have  fpoke. 

If  this,  oh  fickly  Hand,  thou  beleeve, 
And  for  thy  great  infirmity  (halt  grieve, 
And,  grieving  of  thy  follies  make  confeffions ; 
And  fn  confeffe  thine  infinite  tranfgreffions, 
That  thou  amend  thofe  errors  :  God  fhall  then 
Thy  manifold  diftempers  cure  agen ; 
Make  all  thy  skarlet  fins  as  white  as  fnow, 
And  caft  his  threatned  judgement  on  thy  foe. 
But,  if  thou  (fondly  thinking  thou  art  well) 
Shalt  Height  this  Meffage,  which  my  Mufe  doth  tell, 
And  fcorne  her  counfell ;  If  thou  (halt  not  rue 
Thy  former  wayes ;  but,  frowardly  purfue 
Thy  wilfull  courfe  :  then,  harke  what  I  am  bold, 
(In  fpight  of  all  thy  madneffe)  to  unfold. 
For,  I  will  tell  thy  Fortune ;  which,  when  they 
That  are  unborne,  fhall  read,  another  day ; 
They  will  beleeve  Gods  mercy  did  infufe 
Thy  Poets  brefl  with  a  prophetick  Mufe. 
And  know,  that  he  this  Author  did  prefer, 
To  be  from  him,  this  lies  Remembrancer. 

Y4  If 
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If  thou,  I  fay,  oh  Britaine  !  (halt  retaine 
Thy  crying  finnes,  thou  doft  prefume  in  vaine, 
Of  Gods  protection.  If  thou  flop  thine  eare, 
Or  burne  this  Roivle,  in  which  recorded  are 
Thy  juft  Inditements ;  it  fhall  written  be 
With  new  additions,  deeply  ftampt  on  thee 
With  fuch  Characters,  that  no  time  fhall  race 
Their  fatall  image,  from  thy  fcarred  face. 
Though  haughtily  thou  doft  thy  felfe  difpofe, 
Becaufe  the  Sea  thy  borders  doth  enclofe. 
Although  upon  the  Rocks  thy  neaft  is  plac'd ; 
Though  thou  among  the  Stars  thy  dwelling  haft ; 
Though  thou  encreafe  thy  fhips ;  and  unto  that 
Which  is  thine  owne,  with  King  lehofophat, 
Ioyne  A/iabs  forces.  Though  thou  watch  and  ward, 
And  all  thy  Ports  and  Havens  ftrongly  guard ; 
Although  thou  multiply  thy  inland  forces, 
And  mufter  up  large  troups  of  men  and  horfes  ; 
Though  like  an  Eagle,  thou  thy  wings  difplay'ft, 
And  (high  thy  felfe  advancing)  proudly  fay'ft ; 
I  fit  aloft,  and  am  fo  high,  that  none 
Can  fetch  me  from  the  place  I  reft  upon. 
Yea,  though  thou  no  advantages  didft  want, 
Of  which  the  gloriouft  Emperies  did  vaunt ; 
Yet,  fure,  thou  fhalt  be  humbled  and  brought  low ; 
Ev'n  then,  perhaps,  when  lead  thou  fear'ft  it  fo. 

Till  thou  repent,  provifions  which  are  made 
For  thy  defence,  or  others  to  invade, 
Shall  be  in  vaine  ;  and  ft  ill,  the  greater  cofl 
Thou  fhalt  beftow,  the  honor  that  is  loft 
Shall  be  the  greater ;  and  thy  wafted  flrength, 
Be  fick  of  a  Confumptioti,  at  the  length. 
Thy  Treaties,  which  for  peace  or  profit  be, 
Shall  neither  peace,  nor  profit,  bring  to  thee. 

Or 
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Or,  if  thy  Counfels  profper  for  a  while, 

God  will  permit  it,  onely  to  beguile 

Thy  foolifhneffe  ;  and  tempt  thee  on,  to  run 

Some  courfes,  that  will  bring  his  Iudgement  on. 

Yea,  all  thy  winnings  fhall  but  fewell  be, 

To  feed  thofe  follies  that  now  fpring  in  thee  ; 

And  make  (with  vengeance)  thofe  the  more  enrag' 

Who  mail  for  thy  correction  be  engag'd. 

What  ever  threatned  in  Gods  Book  hath  bin, 

Againft  a  wicked  people  for  their  fin, 

Shall  come  on  thee  :  His  hand  fhall  be  for  ill, 

On  ev'ry  Mountaine,  and  high-raifed  Hill. 

Thy  lofty  Cedars,  and  thy  fturdy  Oakes, 

Shall  feele  the  fury  of  his  thunder-ftroakes. 

Vpon  thy  Ships,  thy  Havens,  and  thy  Ports, 

Vpon  thy  Armes,  thy  Armies,  and  thy  Forts, 

Vpon  thy  pleafures  and  commodities, 

Thy  Crafts  mechanick,  and  thy  Merchandize ; 

On  all  the  fruits,  and  cattell  in  thy  fields, 

On  what  the  Ayre,  or  what  the  Water  yeelds, 

On  Prince,  and  People  :  on  both  weak,  and  ftrong, 

On  Prieft,  and  Prophet  ;  on  both  old  and  yong  ; 

Yea,  on  each  perfon,  place,  and  ev'rything, 

The  plague  it  hath  deferved  God  fliall  bring. 

What  ever  thou  doft  hope,  he  fruftrate  fhall ; 
And,  make  what  e're  thou  feareft,  on  thee  fall. 
This  pleafant  foyle,  wherein  fuch  plenty  growes  ; 
And  where  both  milke  and  honey  overflowes, 
Shall  for  thy  peoples  wickedneffe  be  made 
A  Land  as  barren,  as  what  never  had 
Such  plenties  in  it.     God  fhall  drive  away 
Thy  pleafant  Fowles,  and  all  thofe  Fifh  that  play 
Within  thy  waters  ;  and  for  whofe  great  ftore 
Some  other  Nations  would  have  prais'd  him  more. 

Y  s  Thofe 
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Thofe  Rivers,  that  have  made  thy  Vallies  rich, 

Shall  be  like  flreames  of  ever-burning  Pitch. 

Thy  duft  as  Brimftone  ;  fields  as  hard  and  dry 

As  iron  is  ;  the  Firmament,  on  high, 

(Like  braffe)  (hall  yeeld  thee  neither  rain  nor  dew, 

The  hope  of  wafted  bleffings  to  renew. 

A  leanneffe,  fhall  thy  fatneffe  quite  devoure ; 

Thy  Wheat  fhall  in  the  place  of  wholfome  flowre, 

Yeeld  nought  but  bran.      In  ftead  of  graffe  and  corne, 

Thou  fhalt  in  times  of  harveft,  reap  the  thorne, 

The  thiftle,  and  the  bryar.     Of  their  fhadowes 

Thy  Groves  fhall  robbed  be.     Thy  flow'ry  Medowes 

Shall  fterile  waxe.     There  fhall  be  feldome  feene 

Sheep  on  thy  Downes ;  or  Shepherds  on  the  greene. 

Thy  walks,  thy  gardens,  and  each  pleafant  plot, 

Shall  be  as  thofe  where  men  inhabit  not. 

Thy  Villages,  where  goodly  dwellings  are, 

Shall  (land  as  if  they  unfrequented  were. 

Thy  Cities,  and  thy  Palaces,  wherein 

Moft  neatneffe  and  magnificence  hath  bin, 

Shall  heaps  of  rubbifh  be ;  and  (as  in  thofe 

Demolifht  Abbics,  wherein  Dawes,  and  Crowes, 

Now  make  their  nefts)  the  bramble,  and  the  nettle, 

Shall  in  their  halls,  and  parlours,  root,  and  fettle. 

Thy  Princes  houfes,  and  thy  wealthy  Ports, 

Now  fill'd  with  men  of  all  degrees  and  forts, 

Shall  no  inhabitants  in  them  retaine, 

But  fome  poore  Fifherman,  or  country  Swaine, 

Who  of  thy  glories,  when  the  marks  they  fee, 

Shall  wonder  what  thofe  mighty  mines  be ; 

As  now  they  doe,  who  old  foundations  find, 

Of  Townes  and  Cities,  perifht  out  of  mind. 

The  places  where  much  people  meetings  had, 
Shall  vermine  holes,  and  dens  for  beafts  be  made. 

Or 
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Or  walks  for  Sprights,  who  from  thofe  uncouth  rooms 

Shall  fright  the  paffenger,  which  that  way  comes. 

In  (lead  of  mirth  and  laughter,  lamentation 

Shall  there  abide :  and,  loathfome  defolation, 

In  ftead  of  company.  Where  once  was  heard 

Sweet  melody,  men  (hall  be  made  afeard 

With  hideous  cries,  and  bowlings  of  defpaire. 

Thy  very  Climate,  and  thy  temp'rate  ayre, 

Shall  lofe  their  wholfomneffe,  for  thy  offences  : 

And  breed  hot  Fevers,  Murraines,  Pejlilences, 

And  all  difeafes.  They  that  now  are  trained 

In  eafe,  and  with  foft  pleafures  entertained ; 

In  (lead  of  idle  games,  and  wanton  dances, 

Shall  practife  how  to  handle  guns,  and  launces  : 

And  be  compell'd  to  leave  their  friends  embraces, 

To  end  their  lives  in  divers  uncouth  places ; 

Or  elfe,  thy  face,  with  their  owne  blood  defile, 

In  hope  to  keep  themfelves,  and  thee,  from  fpoile. 

Thy  beautious  Women  (whofe  great  pride  is  more 
Then  theirs,  whom  Efay  blamed  heretofore) 
In  (lead  of  paintings,  and  of  coflly  fents, 
Of  glittering  gems,  and  precious  ornaments, 
Shall  weare  deformity  about  their  faces ; 
And,  being  rob'd  of  all  their  tempting  graces, 
Feele  wants,  difeafes,  and  all  fuch  like  things, 
Which  to  a  wanton  Lover  lothing  brings. 

Thy  God,  (hall  for  thy  overflowing  vices, 
Scourge  thee  with  Scorpions,  Serpents,  Cockatrices, 
And  other  fuch ;  whofe  tailes  with  (lings  are  armed, 
That  neither  can  be  plucked  forth,  nor  charmed. 
Thou  (halt  not  be  fuffiz'd  when  thou  art  fed ; 
Nor  (halt  thou  fuffer  fcarcity  of  bread 
And  temp'rall  food  alone  ;  but,  of  that  meat, 
Whereof  the  faithfull  foule  defires  to  eate. 

That 
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That  curfe  of  ravenous  beajls,  which  God  had  faid, 
Vpon  a  wicked  kingdome  (hall  be  laid, 
He  will  inflict  on  thee.     For,  though  there  be 
No  Tygers,  Lyons,  Wolves,  or  Beares  in  thee, 
By  beafty  minded  men  (that  fhall  be  farre 
More  cruell  then  thofe  bloody  fpoilers  are) 
Thou  fhalt  be  torne  :  For,  each  man  {hall  affay 
His  fellow  to  devoure  as  lawfull  prey. 

In  (lead  of  Lyons,  Tyrants  thou  fhalt  breed ; 
Who  nor  of  Confcience,  nor  of  Law  take  heed  ; 
But,  on  the  weak  mans  portion  lay  their  paw, 
And,  make  their  Pleafures,  to  become  their  Law. 
In  ftead  of  Tigers,  men  of  no  compaffion, 
A  furious,  and  a  wilfull  generation, 
Shall  fill  thy  borders.     Theeves,  and  outlawes  vile, 
Shall  hunt  the  wayes,  and  haunt  the  woods  for  fpoile, 
As  Beares,  and  Wolves.  A  fubtile  cheating  crew 
(That  will  with  tricks  and  coufnages  purfue 
The  Ampler  fort)  fhall  here  encreafe  their  breed ; 
And,  in  their  fubtleties  the  Fox  exceed. 
That  hoggifh  herd,  which  alwayes  rooting  are 
Within  the  ground,  and  never  upward  reare 
Their  grunting  fnouts;  nor  fix  their  eyes  on  heav'n, 
To  look  from  whence  their  daily  food  is  giv'n  : 
Thofe  filthy  fwinifh  livers,  who  defire 
To  feed  on  draffe,  and  wallow  in  the  mire ; 
Thofe,  who  affect  ranke  pudles,  more  then  fprings ; 
To  trample  and  defpife  moft  precious  things ; 
The  holy  to  prophane ;  Gods  herbs  of  grace 
To  nouzle  up ;  his  Vineyard  to  deface ; 
And  fuch  like  harmes  to  doe  :  thefe  fhall  thy  fields, 
Marre  worfe,  then  thofe  wilde  Bores  the  defart  yeelds. 

If  thou  remaine  impenitent,  thou  art 
Like  Egypt ;  and,  fo  ftony  is  thy  heart. 
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For  which  obdurateneffe,  thofe  plagves  will  all 
Defcend  on  thee,  which  did  on  Egypt  fall. 
Blood,  Frogs,  and  Lice,  great  fwarms  of  uncouth  Flies, 
Th'  infectious  Mitrraine,  whereof  Cattle  dyes  ; 
Boiles,  Scabs, andBlaines;  fierce  Hail,  &  Tkunder-Jlorms; 
The  Locujl,  and  all  fruit  devouring  Wormes. 
Groffe  Darknefje,  and  the  Death  of  thofe  that  be 
Thy  Darlings ;  all  thofe  Plagues  fhall  fall  on  thee, 
According  as  the  Letter  doth  imply, 
Or,  as  in  myjlick  fenfe  they  fignifie. 

Thy  pureft  Rivers  God  fhall  turne  to  blood  ; 
With  ev'ry  Lake,  that  hath  beene  fweet  and  good. 
Ev'n  in  thy  noftrils  he  fhall  make  it  ftinke  ; 
For,  nothing  fhall  thy  people  eate  or  drinke, 
Vntill  their  owne,  or  others  blood  it  coil; 
Or,  put  their  lives  in  hazard  to  be  loft. 

Mod  loathfome  Frogs  ;  that  is,  a  race  impure, 
Of  bafe  condition,  and  of  birth  obfcure, 
(Ev'n  in  unwholfome  fens,  and  ditches,  bred) 
Shall  with  a  clownifh  rudeneffe  over-fpread 
Thy  pleafant'ft  fields ;  thy  faireft  roomes  poffeffe  ; 
And  make  unwholfome  (by  their  fluttiflmeffe) 
Thy  kneading  troughs,  thy  ovens,  and  that  meat, 
Whereof  thy  people,  and  thy  Princes  eat. 
This  hatefull  brood,  fhall  climbe  to  croak  and  fmg, 
Within  the  lodging  chambers  of  the  King. 
Yea,  there  make  practice  of  thofe  naturall  notes, 
Which  iffue  from  their  evil-founding  throats  : 
To  wit,  vaine  brags,  revilings,  ribaldries, 
Vile  flanders,  and  unchriftian  blafpheinies. 

The  Land,  fhall  breed  a  nafty  Generation, 
Vn worthy  either  of  the  reputation 
Or  name  of  men.  For.  they  as  Lice  fhall  feed 
Ev'n  on  the  body  whence  thev  did  proceed  ; 

Till 
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Till  poverty,  and  flovenry,  and  floth, 

Have  quite  difgrac'd  them,  and  confum'd  them,  both. 

There  fliall,  moreover,  fwarmes  of  divers  Flies, 
Engendred  be  in  thy  profperities, 
To  be  a  plague  :  the  Flejh-flye  (hall  corrupt 
Thy  favory  meats ;  Mujketoes  interrupt 
The  weary  traveller ;  thou  fhalt  have  Drones, 
Dores,  Hornets,   Wafps,  and  fuch  like  angry-ones, 
Who  reprefent  that  fwarme  whofe  buzzing  tongues 
(Like  flings)  are  ufed  in  their  neighbours  wrongs  : 
And,  flill  are  flying,  and  ftill  humming  fo, 
As  if  they  meant  fome  weighty  works  to  do, 
When  as,  upon  the  common  flock  they  fpend  ; 
And  nought  performe  of  that  which  they  pretend. 
Thy  Butter-flies  fliall  plague  thee  too  ;  ev'n  thofe, 
Who  wafle  their  Lands  and  Rents,  in  gawdy  clothes, 
Or  idle  flutterings  ;  and  then  fpawne  their  feed, 
Vpon  thy  goodiy'fl  flow'rs,  and  herbs  to  feed. 

As  Beafls  deflroyed  by  the  Marrainc  be, 
So,  they  that  are  of  beaflly  life  in  thee, 
By  lewd  example  fliall  infect  each  other ; 
And  in  their  foule  difeafes  rot  together. 

On  all  thy  people,  of  what  fort  fo'ere, 
Shall  fcabs,  and  biles,  and  running  fores  appeare, 
The  fruits  of  their  corruption.     Yea,  with  paines 
(Within  their  confcience,  and  with  fears  and  blaines 
Of  outward  infamy)  they  fliall  be  grieved  ; 
And,  in  their  tortures  perifh,  unrelieved. 

Tempeduous  flormes,  upon  this  lie  fhall  fall, 
Hot  Thunder-bolts (  and  Hailc-flones  therewithall ; 
Men,  either  too  too  hot,  or  too  too  cold  ; 
Or  elfe  lukewarme.  But,  few  or  none  fhall  hold 
A  rightfull  temper :  and,  thefe  meteors  will 
Thy  borders  with  a  thoufand  mifclneves  fill. 

The 
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The  Locuft  alfo  and  the  Palmer  wromes, 
Shall  prey  on  what  efcapeth  from  the  Stonnes : 
Not  they  alone,  which  on  the  graffe  do  breed ; 
But,  alfo,  they  who  from  the  Pit  proceed 
Which  hath  no  bottome :  and,  when  any  thing 
Doth  by  the  dew  of  heav'n  begin  to  fpring, 
They  fhall  devoure  the  fame,  till  they  have  left  thee, 
Nor  leafe,  nor  bloffome  ;  but,  of  all  bereft  thee. 

Then,  fhall  a  darkneffe  follow,  far  more  black, 
Then  when  the  light  corporeall  thou  doft  lack. 
For,  grofieft  Ignorance,  o'refhadowing  all, 
Shall  in  fo  thick  a  darkneffe  thee  inthrall, 
That,  thou  a  blockifh  people  fhalt  be  made, 
Still  wandring  on  in  a  deceiving  fhade ; 
Miftrufting  thofe  that  fafeft  paths  are  mowing ; 
MofL  trufting  them,  who  counfell  thy  undoing ; 
And  aye  tormented  be  with  doubts  and  feares, 
As  one  that  outcries,  in  darke  places  heares. 

Nor  fhall  the  hand  of  God  from  thee  returne, 
Till  he  hath  alfo  fmote  thine  eldefl-borne. 
That  is,  till  he  hath  taken  from  thee  quite, 
Ev'n  that  whereon  thou  fetll  thy  whole  delight ; 
And  filled  ev'ry  houfe  throughout  this  Nation, 
With  deaths  unlooked  for,  and  lamentation. 

So  great  fhall  be  thy  mine,  and  thy  fhame, 
That  when  the  neighb'ring  kingdomes  hear  the  fame 
Their  eares  fhall  tingle.     And  when  that  day  comes, 
In  which  thy  follies  muft  receive  their  doomes; 
A  day  of  clouds,  a  day  of  gloom  in  effe, 
A  day  of  black  defpaire,  and  heavineffe, 
It  will  appeare.     And,  then  thy  vanities, 
Thy  gold,  thy  filver,  thy  confederacies, 
And  all  thofe  reeds  on  which  thou  haft  depended, 
Will  faile  thy  truft,  and  leave  thee  unbefriended. 

Thy 
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Thy  King,  thy  PrieJIs  &  Prophets,  then  fhal  mourn  ; 
And,  peradventure,  fainedly  returne 
To  beg  of  God  to  fuccour  them  :  but,  they 
Who  will  not  harken  to  his  voice  to-day, 
Shall  cry  unheeded  :  and  he  will  defpife 
Their  vowes,  their  prayers,  and  their  facrince  : 

A  fea  of  troubles,  all  thy  hopes  fhall  fwallow  : 
As  waves  on  waves,  fo  plague  on  plague  fhall  follow. 
And,  ev'rything  that  was  a  blefhng  to  thee, 
Shall  turne  to  be  a  curfe,  and  helpe  undo  thee. 

Thy  Soih-aignes  have  to  thee  thy  Fathers  bin  ; 
By  meanes  of  them  hath  peace  beene  kept  within 
Thy  fea-girt  limits  :  they,  thy  weale  befriended, 
The  bleffed  Faith  they  floutly  have  defended  : 
And,  thou  haft  caufe  of  goodly  hopes  in  him, 
Who  hath,  of  late,  put  on  thy  Diadem. 
But  know,  that  (till  thou  (halt  repent)  no  part 
Belongs  to  thee  of  what  is  his  defert. 
His  princely  vertues,  to  his  owne  availe, 
Shall  profit  much  :  but,  they  to  thee  fhall  faile. 
To  thee  his  clemency  fhall  feeme  fevere, 
His  favours  all,  fhall  injuries  appeare; 
And  when  thy  fin  is  fully  ripe  in  thee, 
Thy  Prince  and  People,  then,  alike  fhall  be. 
Thou  fhalt  have  Babes  to  be  thy  King* ;  or  worfe, 
Thofe  Tyrants  who  by  cruelty  and  force 
Shall  take  away  thy  ancient  freedomes  quite, 
From  all  their  Subjetts ;  yea  themfelves  delight 
In  their  vexations  :  and,  all  thofe  that  are 
Made  flaves  thereby,  fhall  murmur,  yet  not  dare 
To  ftir  againft  them.     By  degrees,  they  (hall 
Deprive  thee  of  thy  patrimonies  all ; 
Compell  thee  (as  in  other  Lands,  this  day) 
For  thine  owne  meat,  and  thine  owne  drink  to  pay. 

And, 
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And,  at  the  laft,  begin  to  exercife 

Vpon  thy  fonnes,  all  heathnifh  tyrannies, 

As  juft  Prerogatives.    To  thefe  intents, 

Thy  Nobles  (hall  become  their  inftruments. 

For,  they  who  had  their  birth  from  noble  races, 

Shall  (fome  and  fome)  be  brought  into  difgraces  : 

From  offices  they  fhall  excluded  fland  : 

And  all  their  vertuous  off-fpring,  from  the  Land, 

Shall  quite  be  vvorne :  in  ftead  of  whom  fhall  rife 

A  brood  advanced  by  impieties, 

By  flattery,  by  purchafe,  and  by  that 

Which  ev'ry  truly-noble  one  doth  hate. 

From  ft  ems  obfeure,  and  out  of  meane  profeflions, 

They  fhall  afcend  and  mount  by  their  ambitions, 

To  feats  of  luftice;  and  thofe  Names  to  beare, 

Which  honor'd  moft  within  thefe  Kingdomes  are. 

And  being  thither  got,  fhall  make  more  ftrong 

Their  new-built  Greatneffe,  by  encreafmg  wrong  : 

To  thofe,  will  fome  of  thefe  themfelves  unite, 
Who  by  their  births  to  Lordly  Stiles  have  right ; 
But,  vicioufly  confuming  their  eftate, 
Did  from  their  fathers  worths  degenerate. 
By  this  Confederacy,  their  nobler  bloods 
Shall  countenance  the  others  ill  got  goods ; 
The  others  wealth  againe,  fhall  keep  from  fcorne 
Their  beggery,  who  have  beene  nobly  borne  : 
And,  both  together,  being  elfe  unable, 
(In  their  ill  courfe  to  make  their  Handing  liable) 
Shall  feek  how  they  more  great,  and  ftrong,  may  grow 
By  compaffmg  the  publike  over-throw. 

They  fhall  abufe  thy  Kings,  with  tales,  and  lyes ; 
With  feeming  love,  and  fervile  flatteries. 
They  fhall  perfwade  them  they  have  pow'r  to  make 
Their  Wils,  their  Law ;  and  as  they  pleafe  to  take 

Their 
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Their  peoples  goods,  their  children,  and  their  lives, 
Ev'n  by  their  juft  and  due  Prerogatives. 

When  thus  much  they  have  made  them  to  beleeve, 
Then,  they  fhall  teach  them  practices  to  grieve 
Their  fubjects  by;  and,  inflruments  become 
To  helpe  the  fcrewing  up,  by  fome  and  fome, 
Of  Monarchies  to  Tyrannies.  They  fhall 
Abufe  Religion,  Honejly,  and  all, 
To  compaffe  their  defignes.  They  fhall  devife 
Strange  projects;  and  with  impudence,  and  lyes, 
Proceed  in  fetling  them.  They  fhall  forget 
Thofe  reverent  ufages,  which  do  befit 
The  majefty  of  State;  and  raile,  and  ftorme, 
When  they  pretend  diforders  to  reforme. 
In  their  high  Counfe/s,  and  where  man  fhould  have 
Kind  admonitions,  and  reprovings  grave, 
When  they  offend ;  they  fhall  be  threatned  there, 
Or  fcoft,  or  taunted,  though  no  caufe  appeare. 

It  is  unfeemly  for  a  Judge  to  fit 
And  exercife  a  jibing  Schoole-boyes  wit 
Vpon  their  trades,  or  names,  who  Hand  before 
Their  judgement  feats  :  but,  who  doth  not  abhor 
To  heare  it,  when  a  Magiftrate  objects, 
Birth,  poverty,  or  perfonall  defects 
In  an  upbraiding  wife  ?  Or,  who  with  me 
Derides  it  not,  when  in  our  Courts  we  fee 
Thofe  men,  whofe  bodies  are  both  old  and  weake, 
(Forgetting  grave  and  ufefull  things  to  fpeake) 
Vent  Giants  words,  and  bridle  up,  as  tho 
Their  very  breath  could  armies  overthrow : 
Whereas  (poore  weaklings)  were  there  in  their  places 
No  more  authority,  then  in  their  faces, 
Their  perfons,  or  their  language,  all  their  chafing, 
And  threatning,  nothing  would  effect  but  laughing. 

For, 
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For,  unto  me  big  looks,  and  crying  hoh, 
As  dreadfull  feemes,  as  when  a  child  cryes  boh 
To  fright  his  Nurfe :  yea,  fuch  a  bug-beare  fafhion 
Effecteth  nought  but  fcornfull  indignation. 

But  in  thofe  times  (which  nearer  are  then  fome 
Suppofe  perhaps)  fuch  Rhetorick  will  come 
To  be  in  ufe  ;  and  arguments  of  Reafo/i, 
And  juft  proceedings,  will  be  out  of  feafon. 
Their  wifdome  fhall  be  folly;  and,  goe  nigh 
To  bring  contempt  on  their  Authority. 
Their  Couufcll- Table  fhall  a  fnare  be  made, 
And  thofe  'gainft  whom  they  no  juft  matter  had, 
At  firlT  appearance,  fhall  be  urg'd  to  fay 
Some  word  or  other,  e're  they  part  away, 
Which  will  betray  their  innocence  to  blame, 
And  bring  upon  them  detriment  and  fhame  : 
Yea,  many  times  (as  David  hath  of  old, 
Concerning  fuch  oppreffors,  well  foretold) 
To  humble  crouchings,  and  to  fained  fhowes, 
Defcend  they  fhall,  to  worke  mens  overthrowes  : 
And,  what  their  fubtlety  doth  faile  to  gaine, 
They  fhall  by  rigour,  and  by  force  obtaine. 

What  ever  from  thy  people  they  can  teare 
Or  borrow,  they  fhall  keep,  as  if  it  were 
A  prize  which  had  beene  taken  from  the  Foe  : 
And,  they  fhall  make  no  confcience  what  they  do 
To  prejudice  Pofterity.     For,  they 
To  gaine  their  lufl,  but  for  the  prefent  day, 
Shall  with  fuch  love  unto  themfelves  endeavor, 
That  (though  they  knew  it  would  undoe  for  ever 
Their  owne  pofterity)  it  fhall  not  make 
Thofe  Monflers  any  better  courfe  to  take. 

Nay,  God  fhall  give  them  up  for  their  offences, 
To  fuch  uncomely  reprobated  fenfes  : 

And, 
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And,  blinde  them  fo,  that  (when  the  axe  they  fee 
Ev'n  hewing  at  the  root  of  their  owne  tree, 
By  their  owne  handy  ftrokes)  they  (hall  not  grieve 
For  their  approaching  fall  :  no,  nor  beleeve 
Their  fall  approacheth  ;  nor  affume  that  heed 
Which  might  prevent  it,  till  they  fall  indeed. 

Thy  Princes,  Brittain,  in  thofe  dayes,  will  be 
Like  roaring  Lyons,  making  prey  of  thee. 
God  fhall  deliver  thee  into  their  hand. 
And  they  (hall  a<5t  their  pleafure  in  the  Land  ; 
As  once  his  Prophet  threatned  to  that  Nation, 
Which  doth  exemplifie  thy  Defolation. 

Thy  Kings  (as  thou  hafl  wallowed  in  exceffe) 
Shall  take  delight  in  drinke,  and  wantonneffe. 
And,  thofe  whom  thou  doft  call  thy  Noblc-o?ies 
Shall  to  the  very  marrow,  gnaw  thy  bones. 
Thy  Lawyers  wilfully  fhall  wreft  thy  Lawes, 
And  (to  the  ruine  of  the  common  Caufe) 
Shall  mif-interpret  them,  in  hope  of  grace 
From  thofe,  who  may  difpoile  them  of  their  place. 
Yea,  that  whereto  they  are  obliged,  both 
By  Confcience,  by  their  Calling,  and  their  Oath 
To  put  in  execution,  they  fhall  feare, 
And,  leave  them  helpleffe,  who  oppreffed  are. 
Thy  Prelats  in  the  fpoyle  of  thee  fhall  fhare ; 
Thy  Priejls,  as  light  fhall  be,  as  thofe  that  are 
The  meanefl  perfons.     All  their  Prophecies, 
Or  preachings,  fhall  be  herehes  and  lyes. 
The  word  of  truth  in  them  fhall  not  remaine, 
Their  lips  no  wholefome  knowledge  fhall  retaine  ; 
And  all  his  outward  meanes  of  faving-Grace, 
Thy  God  fhall  cary  to  another  place. 

Mark  well  oh  Brittain  !  what  I  now  fhall  fay, 
And  doe  not  fleightly  paffe  thefe  words  away  ; 

But 
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But,  be  affured  that  when  God  beginnes, 
To  bring  that  vengeance  on  thee,  for  thy  finnes, 
Which  hazzard  with  thy  total  overthrow, 
Thy  Prophets  and  thy  Pricfls  fliall  fliely  fow 
The  feeds  of  that  diffention,  and  fedition, 
Which  Time  will  ripen  for  thy  fad  perdition. 
Ev'n  they,  who  formerly,  were  of  thy  peace 
The  happy  inflruments,  fhall  then  increafe 
Thy  troubles  moft.  And,  ev'n  as  when  the  lewes 
Gods  truth-prefaging  Prophets  did  abufe, 
He  fuffred  thofe  who  preached  in  his  Name, 
Such  falfehoods  as  the  chiefeft  caufe  became 
Of  their  deftruclion  :  fo  if  thou  go  on 
To  make  a  fcorne  (as  thou  haft  often  done) 
Of  them  who  feeke  thy  welfare,  hee  will  fend 
~Fz\fe  prophets,  that  fhal1  bring  thee  to  thine  end, 
By  faying  all  things  mou  would  have  them  fay  : 
And  lulling  thee  afleep  in  thine  owne  way. 
If  any  brain-fick  Fellow,  whom  the  Devill 
Seduceth  to  inflict  on  thee  fome  evill, 
Shall  coyne  falfe  Doctrines,  or  perfwade  thee  to 
Some  foolifh  courfe  that  will,  at  length,  undoe 
The  Common-weal',  his  counfell  thou  (halt  follow; 
Thou,  cover'd  with  his  bait,  a  hooke  fhalt  fwallow 
To  rend  thine  entrailes  :  and  thine  ignorance 
Shall,  alfo  for  that  mifchiefe,  him  advance. 

But  if  that  any  lover  of  thy  weale, 
Infpir'd  with  truth,  and  with  an  honeft  zeale, 
Shall  tell  thee  ought  pertaining  to  thy  good, 
His  Meffages  fhall  fliffly  be  withftood  : 
That  Seer  fhall  be  charged  not  to  fee ; 
His  word  fliall  fleighted  as  a  potfherd  be ; 
His  life  fliall  be  traduced,  to  difgrace 
His  Counfells  ;  or,  his  errant  to  debafe  : 

In 
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In  flead  of  recompence,  he  fhall  be  fare, 
Imprisonments  or  threatenings  to  procure  : 
And,  peradventure  (as  thofe  Prophets  were, 
Who  did  among  the  Iewijh  Peers  declare 
Their  States  enormities)  his  good  intention 
May  be  fo  wrong'd,  that  he,  by  fome  invention, 
May  lofe  his  life,  with  publike  ihame  and  hate, 
As  one  that  is  a  troubler  of  the  State. 

But,  not  unleffe  the  Priejl  thereto  confent : 
For  in  thofe  dayes  fhall  few  men  innocent 
Be  griev'd  (through  any  quarter  of  the  Land) 
In  which  thy  Clergie  fhall  not  have  fome  hand. 
If  ever  in  thy  Fields  (as  God  forbid) 
The  blood  of  thine  own  children  fhall  be  fhed 
By  civill  difcord,  they  fhall  blow  the  flame, 
That  will  become  thy  mine,  and  thy  fhame. 
And  thus  it  fhall  be  kindled.  When  the  times, 
Are  nigh  at  word  ;  and  thy  increafmg  crimes 
Almoft  compleat ;  the  Devill  fhall  begin 
To  bring  ftrange  crotchets,  and  opinions  in 
Among  thy  Teachers ;  which  will  breed  difunion, 
And  interrupt  the  vifible  communion 
Of  thy  eftablifht  Church.  And,  in  the  fteed 
Of  zealous  Paflors,  (who  Gods  flock  did  feed) 
There  fhall  arife  within  thee,  by  degrees, 
A  C/egrv,  that  fhall  more  defire  to  fleece, 
Then  feed  the  flock.     A  Clergy  it  fhall  be, 
Divided  in  it  felfe :  and  they  fhall  thee 
Divide  among  them,  into  fev'rall  factions, 
Which  rend  thee  will,  and  fill  thee  with  diftraclions  : 
They  all  in  outward  feeming  fhall  pretend 
Gods  glory,  and  to  have  one  pious  end  : 
But,  under  colour  of  fincere  devotion, 
Their  ftudy  lhall  be  temporal  promotion  ; 
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Which  will  among  themfelvcs  flrangc  quarrels  make 
Wherein  thy  other  Children  fhall  partake 
As  to  the  Perfons,  or  the  Caufe,  they  (land 
Affected,  even  quite  throughout  the  Land. 

One  part  of  thefe  will  for  preferment  ftrive, 
By  lifting  up  the  Kings  prerogative 
Above  it  felfe.     They  fhall  perfwade  him  to 
Much  more  then  Law  or  Conference  bids  him  do, 
And  fay,  God  warrants  it.     His  holy  Lawes 
They  fhall  pervert,  to  juftifie  their  caufe  ; 
And,  impudently  wreft,  to  prove  their  ends, 
What  God  to  better  purpofes,  intends, 
They  ihall  not  blufh  to  fay,  that  ev'ry  King, 
May  doe  like  Solomon,  in  ev'ry  thing, 
As  if  they  had  his  warrant :  and  fhall  dare 
Afcribe  to  Afonarchs,  rights  that  proper  are 
To  none  but  Chrift;  and  mixe  their  flatteries, 
With  no  leffe  grofle  and  wicked  blafphemies, 
Then  Heathens  did  :  yea,  make  their  Kings  beleeve, 
That  whomfoever  they  oppreffe  or  grieve, 
It  is  no  wrong  ;  nor  fit  for  men  oppreffed, 
To  feeke  by  their  owne  Lawes  to  be  redreffed. 

Such  counfell  fhall  thy  Princes  then  provoke, 
To  caft  upon  thee  Rehoboams  yoake. 
And,  they  not  caring,  or  not  taking  heed 
How  ill  that  ill-advifed  King  did  fpeed, 
Shall  multiply  thy  caufes  of  diftraction. 
For,  then,  will  of  thy  Priefls,  the  other  faction 
Beftir  themfeives.     They  will  in  outward  lhowes, 
Thofe  whom  I  laft  have  mentioned,  oppofe. 
But,  in  thy  mine,  they  will  both  agree, 
As  in  one  Center,  though  far  oft  they  be 
In  their  Diameter.     With  lowly  zeale, 
An  envious  pride  they  llily  fhall  conceale  : 

And, 
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And,  as  the  former  to  thy  Kings  will  teach 
Meere  Tyranny :  fo  fhall  thefe  other  preach 
Rebellion  to  the  People ;  and  fliall  ftraine 
The  word  of  God,  Sedition  to  maintaine. 

They  fhall  not  feare  to  fay,  that  if  thy  King 
Become  a  Tyrant,  thou  maid  alfo  fling 
Obedience  off;  or  from  his  Crowne  divorce  him  ; 
Or,  by  the  terror  of  drawne  fvvords  enforce  him. 
Which  falfe  Divinitie,  fhall  to  the  Devill 
Send  many  foules,  and  bring  on  thee  much  evill. 

Oh  !  be  thou  therefore  watchfull ;  and  when  e're 
Thefe  Lambs  with  Dragons  voyces  doe  appeare, 
Repent  thy  finne,  or  take  it  for  a  token, 
That  fome  great  Bulwarke  of  thy  peace  is  broken, 
Which  muft  be  foone  repaired  ;  or  els,  all 
The  greatnes  of  thy  glory,  downe  will  fall. 

Take  heed  of thofe  falfe  prophets,  who  will  ftrive 
Betwixt  thy  Prince  and  People  to  contrive 
A  difagreement.     And,  what  euer  come, 
Thy  due  Allegeance  never  ftart  thou  from. 
For,  (their  oppreffions  though  we  may  withftand 
By  pleading  Lawes,  or  Ci/fto/nes)  not  a  hand 
Muft  move  againft  them,  fave  the  hand  of  God, 
Who  makes  a  King,  a  Bulwark,  or  a  Rod, 
As  pleafeth  him.     Oh  take  ye  therefore  heed 
Yee  People,  and  yee  Kings  (that  fhall  fucceed) 
Of  thefe  Impoflors.     Of  the  lad  beware 
Yee  Subjects  :  for,  their  Dodfrines  hellifh  are. 
And  though  they  promife  Liberty  and  peace, 
Your  Thraldome,  and  your  Troubles  they'll  increafe. 
Shun  oh  !  yee  Kings  the  firft ;  for,  they  advife 
What  will  your  Crownes  and  honors  prejudice. 
When  you  doe  thinke  their  Prophecies  befriend  you, 
They  doe  but  unto  Ramoth-Gilead  fend  you, 
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Where  you  fhall  perifh ;  and  poore  Micahs  word, 

Though  leffe  efleem'd,  more  fafety  will  afford. 

They  will  abufe  your  piety,  and  all 

Your  vertucs.  To  their  wicked  ends  they  fhall 

Apply  the  Sacred  Story ;  or  what  ever 

May  feeme  to  further  their  unjuft  endevor. 

Ev'n  what  the  fon  of  Hannah  told  the  Jeives, 

Should  be  their  fcourge  (becaufe  they  did  refufe 

The  fov'raignty  of  God,  and  were  fo  vaine 

To  aske  a  King  which  over  them  might  raigne 

As  heathen  Princes  did)  that  curfe  they  fhall 

Affirme  to  be  a  Law  Monarchicall 

Which  God  himfelfe  eflablifhed  to  fluid 

Throughout  all  ages,  and  in  ev'ry  land. 

Which  is  as  good  Divinity,  as  they 

Have  alfo  taught,  who  doe  not  blufh  to  fay 

That  Kings  may  have  both  Wives  and  Concubines ; 

And,  by  that  Rule  whereby  thefe  great  Divines 

Shall  prove  their  Tenet,  I  dare  undertake 

(If  found  it  hold)  that  I  like  proofe  will  make 

Of  any  TewiJJi  Cuftome,  and  devife 

Authority  for  all  abfurdities. 

But,  falfe  it  is.  For,  might  all  Kings  at  pleafure 

(As  by  the  right  of  royaltie)  make  ceafure 

Of  any  mans  poffeffions  :  why  I  pray 

Did  Ahab  grieve,  that  Naboth  faid  him  nay  ? 

Why  made  he  not  this  anfwer  thereunto, 

(If  what  the  Prophet  faid  fome  Kings  would  do, 

Were  juflly  to  be  done)  Thy  Vineyard's  mine; 

And,  at  my  pleafure,  Naboth,  all  that's  thine 

Affume  I  may.  Why,  like  a  Turky  chick, 

Did  he  fo  foolifhly  grow  fullen  fick, 

And  get  poffeffion  by  a  wicked  facl 

Of  what  might  have  beene  his  by  royall  acl  ? 
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If  fuch  Divinity,  as  this  were  true, 

The  Queene  fhould  not  have  needed  to  purfue 

Poore  Naboth,  as  fhe  did  ;  or,  fo  contrive 

His  death  ;  fince  by  the  Kings  Prerogative, 

She  might  have  got  his  Vineyard,  Nor  would  God 

Have  fcourg'd  that  murther  with  fo  keene  a  rod, 

On  Ahab,  had  he  asked  but  his  due. 

For,  he  did  neither  plot,  nor  yet  purfue 

The  murther;  nor  (for  ought  that  we  can  tell) 

Had  knowledge  of  the  deed  of  lezabel, 

Till  God  reveal'd  it  by  the  Prophet  to  him. 

Nor  is  it  faid,  that  Naboth  wrong  did  do  him, 

Or  difrefpecT; ;  in  that  he  did  not  yeeld, 

To  fell,  or  give,  or  to  exchange  his  Field. 

The  Iewifh  Commonwealth  did  fo  inflate, 
That,  their  poffeffions  none  could  alienate, 
But  for  a  time ;  who  ever,  for  his  mony. 
Or  in  exchange,  defir'd  their  patrimony. 
And,  doubtleffe,  we  offend,  who  at  this  day 
Thofe  Frccdomcs  give,  or  lofe,  or  fell  away 
Which  were  in  common  right  poffeft  of  old, 
By  our  Forefathers ;  and,  continue  fhould 
To  all  their  afler-commers.    For,  altho 
We  may  difpofe  of  what  pertaines  unto 
Our  perfons  :  yet,  thofe  dues  which  former  ages 
Have  left  unto  us  for  our  heritages, 
(And  whereunto,  the  child  that  borne  muft  be, 
Hath  ev'ry  whit  as  good  a  right  as  we) 
Thofe  dues  we  fhould  preferve  with  all  our  might, 
By  pleading  of  our  jufl  and  ancient  right, 
In  humble  wife ;  if  fo  the  Sov'raigne  ftate 
Our  Freedomes  fhall  attempt  to  violate. 
But,  when  by  peacefull  meanes  we  cannot  fave  it, 
We  to  the  pleafure  of  the  King  muft  leave  it, 

And 
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And  unto  God  our  Iudge  :  For  all  the  pow'r 

In  us,  confifls  in  faying,  This  is  our. 

A  King  is  for  a  bleffmg,  or  a  curfe  : 
And  therefore  (though  a  Foolc  he  were,  or  worfe, 
A  Tyrant,  or  an  Ethnick)  no  man  may 
So  much  as  in  their  private  cloffets,  pray 
Againft  his  perfon ;  though  they  may  petition 
Againft  the  wickedneffe  of  his  condition. 

Nor,  is  this  fuffrance  due  to  thofe  alone, 
Who  fubject  are  unto  a  Monarch  s  throne, 
But,  from  all  thofe  who  either  fubje<ts  are 
To  mixed  Governments,  or  popular. 
For,  though  irregularities  appeare 
In  ev'ry  State;  becaufe  but  men  they  are 
Whom  God  exalts  to  rule  :  yet,  it  is  he 
By  whom  all  Governments  ordained  be. 
And  ev'ry  Government  (although  the  Name 
Be  different)  is  in  effect  the  fame. 

In  Monarchies,  the  Counfell  (as  it  were 
An  Arijlocracy)  one  while  doth  beare 
The  fway  of  all ;  and  though  they  name  the  King, 
Yet  him  they  over-rule  in  ev'ry  thing. 
Sometime  againe,  the  pop'lar  voice  we  fee, 
Doth  awe  the  Counfell,  when  in  them  there  be 
Some  pop'lar  Spirits.  Arijlocracies 
Are  otherwhile  the  fame  with  Monarchies. 
For,  one  great  man  among  them  gets  the  pow'r, 
From  all  the  reft,  and  like  an  Emperour, 
Doth  a6l  his  pleafure.  And,  we  know  tis  common 
To  have  fome  foolifh  Favorite,  or  Woman, 
To  govern  him.  So  in  a  pop'lar  State, 
Affaires  are  manag'd  by  the  felfe  fame  fate  ; 
And,  either  one  or  moe,  away  to  fteale 
The  peoples  hearts,  and  fway  the  Commonweale. 

Z  2  Thus, 
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Thus  God  is  pleafd,  to  humble  and  to  raife  : 

Thus,  he  by  fev'rall  names,  and  fev'rall  wayes, 

The  world  doth  govern.  Yea.  thus,  ev'n  in  one  nation, 

And  in  one  State,  he  makes  much  alteration 

In  formes  of  Government ;  oft  changing  that 

Which  is  but  accidentall  to  a  State. 

And,  fuch  his  lujiice,  and  his  Wifdome  is, 

That  he  preferveth  by  the  meanes  of  this, 

Thofe  things  which  do  effentially  pertaine 

To  that  great  Power,  which  over  all  doth  raigne. 

Nor  is  he  pleafed  thus  it  fhould  be  done 
In  States  that  meerely  civill  are  alone ; 
But,  alfo,  in  the  Churches  governments, 
Allowes  the  change  of  outward  accidents. 
Yea,  they  to  whom  he  gives  the  overfights 
Of  fome  particular  Church,  may  change  old  Rites, 
The  Cujlomes,  Formes,  or  Titles  as  occafions 
Are  offred  them ;  or,  as  the  Times,  or  Nations, 
Require  a  change  :  provided  fo,  that  they 
Take  nothing  which  effentiall  is,  away ; 
Nor  adde  what  fhall  repugne  or  prejudice 
Gods  Lawes,  his  Kingdome,  or  the  Liberties 
Of  them  that  are  his  people.  For,  in  what 
Hath  any  Church  a  pow'r,  if  not  in  that 
Which  is  indifferent  ?  Or,  in  what  I  pray 
Will  men  the  Church  authority  obey, 
If  not  in  fuch  like  things  ?  Or,  who  fhould  be 
The  Judge  what  is  indifferent,  if  not  fhe  ? 
A  private  Spirit  knowes  what  bed  agrees 
With  his  own  fancy ;  but,  the  Church  beft  fee 
What  fits  the  Congregation.  From  what  gives 
Offence  to  one ;  another  man  receives 
Much  comfort :  and,  his  conscience  edifies, 
By  difciplines,  which  many  doe  defpife. 
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A  PariJJi  is  a  little  Dioceffe; 
And,  as  of  Cities,  Townes,  and  Villages, 
A  Bijliopriik  confifts  :  fo,  that  doth  rife 
By  fythings,  Hamlets,  and  by  Families. 
And  little  diffrence  would  be  in  the  fame, 
(Excepting  in  the  largeneffe  and  the  name) 
If  their  opinions  were  allow' d  of  all, 
Who  favour  not  the  flile  Epifcopall : 
For,  ev'ry  Priejl  would  then  ufurp  the  fame 
Authority,  whereof  fome  hate  the  name. 
Yea,  many  a  one  would  then  his  Parifh  make 
A  little  Popedome,  and  upon  him  take 
(Confidering  his  meane  pow'r)  as  much  as  he 
That  Vniverfall  BiJJiop  claimes  to  be : 
And,  prove  more  proud,  and  troublefome,  then  they 
Againft  whofe  Lordlineffe  they  now  inveigh. 

This  therefore  is  my  Rule  ;  that  Government 
(What  e?re  it  be)  in  which  to  me  God  lent 
My  birth  and  breeding ;  that,  until  my  end, 
I  will  obey,  and  to  my  pow'r  defend. 
Yea,  though  it  tyrannize,  I  will  denay 
No  more  obedience,  then  by  Law  I  may  : 
Ev'n  by  thofe  Lawes  and  Cujlomes  which  do  (land 
In  force,  and  unrepealed  in  that  Land. 

What  right  another  had,  e're  I  was  borne, 
Or  how,  or  for  what  finne,  Gods  hand  hath  torne 
His  Kingdome  from  him,  I  will  never  care, 
Let  them  go  anfwer  that  who  Subjecls  were 
(When  loft  it  was)  and  had  that  meanes,  and  calling, 
And  yeares,  which  might  prevented  have  his  falling. 

Or  fhould  another  Country  take  me  home 
As  one  of  hers  ;  when  thither  I  did  come 
I  would  nor  feek,  nor  wifh  to  innovate 
The  Titles,  or  the  Cujlomes  of  that  Stale, 

Z  3  To 
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To  what  fome  other  Countries  better  thought: 
But,  leave  fuch  things  to  thofe  to  whom  I  ought. 

And,  there,  if  any  FcMion  fhall  conftraine 
That  I  one  part  mufl  take,  I  will  maintaine 
What  bore  the  Sov'raignty  when  I  came  thither ; 
And,  I  and  that  will  ftand  and  fall  together. 
The  fame  obedience,  alfo,  keep  I  fhall, 
To  governments  Eccleftajlicall 
Where  e're  I  come  ;  if  nothing  they  command 
Which  doth  Gods  word,  effentially,  withftand  : 
Or,  indirectly,  or  directly,  thwart 
His  glory,  or  the  purity  pervert 
Of  Chriflian  Principles  ;  nor  further  ftrife, 
Nor  caufe,  nor  countenance  an  evill  life. 

The  Hyerarchy,  here,  I  will  obey, 
And  reverence,  while  I  in  England  flay. 
In  Scotland  if  I  liv'd,  I  would  deny 
No  due  refpect  to  their  Presbyterie. 
Geneva  fliould  I  vifit,  I  would  there 
Submit  my  felfe  to  what  their  cuftomes  were. 
Yea,  wherefoe're  I  am,  I  will  fuppofe 
The  Spirit  in  that  Church  much  better  knowes 
What  beft  that  place  befitteth,  then  I  do  : 
And,  I  will  live  conformed  thereunto, 
In  ev'rything  that's  merely  politick, 
And  injures  not  the  Doctrines  Catholick. 

To  ev'ry  temp'rall  pow'r  I'le  be  the  fame, 
By  whatfoever  cognizance,  or  name, 
Men  pleafe  to  call  it.     If  I  fnould  be  fent 
To  Poland,  where  a  mixed  government 
Eftablifht  is  ;  I  would  not  tell  them,  there, 
That  any  other  Cuftome  better  were. 
Were  I  in  Switzerland,  I  would  maintaine 
Democrily  ;  and,  think  to  make  it  plaine, 

That 
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That  for  thefe  Times,  thofe  Cantons,  and  that  Nation, 

There  could  not  be  a  better  Domination. 

In  Venice,  far  before  a  Monarchy 

I  would  prefer  an  Ari/iocracie. 

In  Spaine,  and  France,  and  in  Great  Britaine  here, 

I  hold  no  Governments  more  perfect  are 

Then  Monarchies.  And,  if  Gods  will  fhould  be, 

Beneath  a  Tyrant  to  envaffaile  me, 

I  would  perfwade  my  felfe,  that  heavy  yoake 

Were  befl,  for  fome  refpecls ;  and,  to  the  ftroke 

Ev'n  of  an  iron  Mace  would  fubjecl  be, 

In  body  :  with  a  minde  that  fhould  be  free 

From  his  inforcement,  (if  he  did  withftand, 

Or  bid  me  what  Gods  Law  doth  countermand.) 

There  is,  I  know,  a  middlc-ivay  that  lyes, 
Ev'n  juft  betwixt  the  two  extremities, 
Which  to /edition,  and  to  faction  tend. 
To  find  which  tracl,  my  whole  defire  I  bend  ; 
And  with  it  follow'd  more.     For,  if  we  tread 
That  harmleffe  path,  we  cannot  be  mif-led  ; 
Nor  fham'd,  though  blam'd  we  be.     To  ev'ry  man 
I  faine  would  give  his  due  ;  and  all  I  can 
I  doe  endeavor  it.     I  would  not  wrong 
My  Country ;  neither  take  what  doth  belong 
To  Cefar:  nor  infringe,  or  prejudice, 
The  Vniverfall  Churches  liberties  ; 
Nor  for  her  outward  Difcipline  prefer 
Or  cenfure,  any  Church  particular  ; 
Or  any  State,  but  as  befit  it  may 
His  Mufe,  which  nought  but  needfull  truths  doth  fay. 
Nor  have  I  any  purpofe  to  withdraw 
Obedience,  or  refpect  from  any  Law 
That's  pofitive  ;  or,  to  difhearten  from 
Thofe  Cujlomcs,  which  a  Chriftian  (late  become. 

Z  4  Nor 
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Nor  have  I  any  thought  to  fcandalize, 

Or  fpeake  amiffe  of  Principalities ; 
Or,  to  traduce  mens  perfons :  but,  I  fall 
On  errors  of  men's  lives  in  general!, 
And,  on  thofe  great  Abitfes,  which  I  fee 
To  blemifh  ev'ry  Calling  and  Degree. 
Of  Dignities  and  Perfons,  I  obferve 
All  meanes  I  can,  their  honors  to  preferve, 
When  I  reprove  their  faults.     And,  ev  n  as  he 
That  hunteth  Foxes,  where  Lambes  feeding  be, 
May  fright  that  harmleffe  flock,  and  fuffer  blame 
Of  fome  By-Jlanders,  (knowing  not  his  Game) 
When  from  his  Dogs,  thofe  Innocents  are  free, 
And  none  but  their  devourers  bitten  be. 
So  though  my  reprehenfions,  often  are 
Miftook  by  foolifh  Readers;  they  are  far 
From  reprehending  thofe,  or  taxing  that 
Which  is  unfitting  for  my  (hooting  at. 
I  fpeake  thofe  things  which  will  advantage  rather 
Then  harme  :  and  hence  this  blinded  age  may  gather 
Much  light.     This  little  Volume  doth  relate 
Nought  elfe  but  what  is  like  to  be  our  Fate ; 
If  fin  encreafe  ;  and  what  in  former  times 
Did  fall  on  other  Nations  for  their  crimes. 
I  utter  what  our  welfare  may  encreafe, 
And  helpe  confirme  us  in  a  happy  peace ; 
Which  they  will  never  compaffe,  who  purfue 
To  fpeake  what's  pleafing,  rather  then  what's  true. 
How  ever,  here  my  thoughts  deliv'red  be  : 
Let  God,  as  he  fhall  pleafe,  deliver  me. 
And  if  what  here  is  mention'd,  thou  dofl  heed 
(Oh  Briiaine  ! )  in  thofe  rimes  that  fhall  fucceed, 
It  may  prevent  much  loffe,  and  make  thee  fhun 
Thofe  mifchiefes,  whereby  Kingdomes  are  undone. 

But, 
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But,  to  thy  other  fins,  if  thou  fhalt  adde 

Rebellions  (as  falfe  Prophets  will  perfwade) 

Which  likely  are  to  follow,  when  thou  (halt 

In  thy  profeflion  of  Religion  halt  : 

Then,  will  thy  Kings  and  People  fcourge  each  other, 

For  their  offences,  till  both  fall  together  : 

By  weakning  of  your  povv'rs,  to  make  them  way, 

Who  feeke  and  look  for  that  unhappy  day. 

Then,  fhall  diforder  ev'rywhere  abound, 
And  neither  jufl  nor  pious  man  be  found. 
The  bed  fhall  be  a  Bryer  or  a  Thome, 
By  whom  their  neighbours  fhall  be  fcratcht  &  torne. 
Thy  Princes  fhall  to  nothing  condifcend 
For  any  merit,  jufl,  or  pious  end  ; 
But  either  for  encreafing  of  their  treafure, 
Or  for  accomplifhing  their  willful  pleafure  .• 
And  unto  what  they  fell  or  daigne  for  meed, 
There  fhall  be  given  little  truft  or  heed. 
For,  that  which  by  their  words  confirme  they  fhall, 
(The  royall  Seales  uniting  therewithall) 
A  toy  fhall  fruftrate ;  and  a  gift  fhall  make 
The  ftricteft  Orders  no  effect  to  take. 

The  I/tdge,  without  a  bribe,  no  Canfe  fhall  end  : 
No  man  fhall  trufl  his  brother,  or  his  friend  : 
The  parents  and  the  children  fhall  defpife 
And  hate  and  fpoile  each  other :  fhe  that  lies 
Within  her  husbands  bofome,  fhall  betray  him  : 
They  who  thy  people  fliould  protect,  fhal  flay  them  : 
The  aged  fhall  regarded  be  of  none  : 
The  poore  fhall  by  the  rich  be  trodden  on  : 
Such  grievous  infolencies,  everywhere 
Shall  acted  be  ;  that  good  and  bad  fhall  feare 
In  thee  to  dwell ;  and,  men  difcreet  fhall  hate 
To  be  a  Ruler  or  a  Magi/Irate  ; 

Z  5  When 


3.7 


BRITTAN'S  Caiit.S. 

When  they  behold  (without  impenitence) 
So  much  injuflice,  and  fuch  violence. 

And  when  thy  wickedneffe  this  height  fliall  gain, 
To  which  (no  doubt)  it  will  e're  long  attain e, 
If  thou  proceed  :  Then,  from  the  bow  that's  bent 
(And  halfe  way  drawne  already)  fliall  be  fent 
A  mortall  arrow ;  and  it  pierce  thee  fliall 
Quite  through  the  head,  the  liver,  and  the  gall. 

The  Lord  fliall  call,  and  whiftle  from  afarre, 
For  thofe  thy  enemies  that  fierceft  are  : 
For  thofe  thou  feareft  mod ;  and  they  fliall  from 
Their  Countries,  like  a  whirlewind  hither  come. 
They  fliall  not  fleep,  nor  Rumble,  nor  untie 
Their  garments,  till  within  thy  fields  they  lye. 
Sharp  fliall  their  arrowes  be,  and  ftrong  their  bow. 
Their  faces  fliall  as  full  of  horror  fhow 
As  doth  a  Lions.  Like  a  bolt  of  thunder, 
Their  troops  of  horfe  fliall  come,  &  tread  thee  under 
Their  iron  feet.  Thy  foes  fliall  eate  thy  bread, 
And  with  thy  flocks  both  clothed  be,  and  fed. 
Thy  Dzoeliers,  they  fliall  cary  from  their  owne, 
To  Countries  which  their  fathers  have  not  knowne. 
And,  thither  fliall  fuch  mifchiefes  them  purfue, 
That  they  who  feeke  the  pit-fall  to  efchew, 
Shall  in  a  fnare  be  taken.  If  they  fliall 
Efcape  the  fword,  a  Serpent  in  the  wall 
To  death  fliall  fling  them :  yea  (although  they  hap 
To  fliun  a  hundred  plagues)  they  fliall  not  fcape ; 
But,  with  new  dangers,  dill  be  chac'd  about, 
Vntill  that  they  are  wholly  rooted  out. 

The  Plowman,  then,  fhall  be  afraid  to  fow ; 
Artificers  their  labour  fliall  foregoe  ; 
The  Merchant  man  fhall  croffe  the  Seas  no  more, 
(Except  to  flye  and  feeke  fome  other  lhore) 

Thy 
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Thy  ablejl-men  fhall  faint :  thy  wife-ones,  then, 

Shall  know  themfelves  to  be  but  foolifh  men. 

And  they  who  built  and  planted  by  oppreffion, 

Shall  leave  their  gettings  to  the  foes  poffeffion. 

Yea,  God  wil  fcourge  thee,  England,  feven  times  more 

With  feven  times  greater  Plagues  then  heretofore. 

Then,  thy  Allies  their  friendship  fhall  withdraw ; 

And,  they  that  of  thy  greatneffe  flood  in  awe, 

Shall  fay  (in  fcorne)  is  this  the  valiant  Nation, 

That  had  throughout  the  world  fuch  reputation, 

By  viclories  upon  the  fhore  ?  Are  thefe 

That  people  which  were  mailers  of  the  feas, 

And  grew  fo  mighty  ?  yea  that  petty  Nation, 

That  were  not  worthy  of  thy  indignation, 

Shall  mock  thee  too ;  and  all  thy  former  fame, 

Forgot  fhall  be,  or  mention'd  to  thy  ihame. 

Mark  how  God's  plagues  were  doubled  on  the  Ieews 
When  they  his  mild  corrections  did  abufe  : 
Marke  what,  at  laft,  upon  their  Land  he  fent ; 
And,  look  thou  for  the  felfe  fame  punifhment, 
If  them  thou  imitated.  For  their  fin, 
At  fVrft,  but  eight  years  Bondage  they  were  in. 
Their  wickednefle  grew  more  ;  and  God  did  then, 
To  Eglon,  make  them  flaves,  eight  years  and  ten. 
They  difobeying,  ftill,  the  God  of  heaven  ; 
Their  yeares  of  Sen'itude  were  twenty  feven, 
To  labin  and  to  Midian.  Then,  prevailed 
Philijlia  forty  yeares  ;  and,  when  that  failed, 
To  make  them  of  their  evill  wayes  repent, 
There  was,  among  themfelves,  a  fatall  rent ; 
And,  they  oft  fcourg'd  each  other.  Still,  they  trod 
The  felfe  fame  path ;  and,  then  the  hand  of  God 
Brought  AJliur  on  them ;  and  did  make  them  beare 
His  heavy  yoake,  untill  the  feventieth  yeare. 

And 
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And  lad  of  all  the  Romane  Empire  came, 

Which  from  their  Country  rooted  out  their  Name. 

That  foolifh  project  which  they  did  embrace, 

To  keep  in  them  poffefiion  of  their  place, 

Did  lofe  it.  And,  like  Cain,  that  vagrant  Nation, 

Hath  now  remain'd  in  fearful  Defolation 

Nigh  fixteene  hundred  yeares  .•  and,  (whatfoe're 

Some  lately  dreame)  in  vaine,  they  look  for  here 

A  temp'rall  Kingdome.  For,  as  long  agoe 

Their  Pfalmift  said  ;  No  Prophet  dothforejhow 

This  thraldomes  end.  Nor  mail  it  end  untill 

The  Gentiles  their  juft  number  doe  fulfill  : 

Which  is  unlike  to  be  untill  that  houre, 

In  which  there  fhall  be  no  more  temporall  pow'r, 

Or  temporall  Kingdome.  Therefore,  gather  them 

(Oh  Lord  !)  unto  thy  new  Ierufalem, 

In  thy  due  time.     For,  yet,  unto  that  place, 

They  have  a  promift  right,  by  thy  meere  grace. 

To  thofe  who  fhall  repent,  thy  firme  Election 

Continues  in  this  temporall  rejection. 

Oh  !  fhew  thy  mercy  in  their  defolation, 

That  thou  maift  honor'd  be  in  their  falvation. 

Yea,  teach  us  alfo,  by  their  fearfull  fall, 

To  hearken  to  thy  voice,  when  thou  dofl  call ; 

(Left  thou  in  anger,  unto  us  proteft, 

That  we  fhall  never  come  into  thy  reft) 

For  we  have  follow'd  them  in  all  their  fin  : 

Such,  and  fo  many,  have  our  warnings  bin  : 

And,  if  thou  flill  prolong  not  thy  compaffion, 

To  us  belongs  the  felfe  fame  Defolation. 

And  it  will  fhortly  come,  with  all  thofe  terrors 

That  were  on  them  inflicted,  for  their  errors. 

Then,  woe  fhall  be  to  them,  that  heretofore 
By  joyning  houfe  to  houfe,  expell'd  the  poore  ; 

And 
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And  field  have  into  field  incorporated, 

Vntill  their  Townejhips  were  depopulated. 

For,  defolate  their  dwelling  lhall  be  made  : 

Ev'n  in  their  blood  the  Lord  fhall  bathe  his  blade  : 

And  they  that  have  by  avarice,  and  wiles, 

Erecled  Pallaces  and  coftly  Piles ; 

Shall  think,  the  ftones  and  timbers,  in  the  wall, 

Aloud,  to  God,  for  vengeance  on  them  call. 

Then,  woe  (hall  be  to  them  who  early  rife 
To  eate,  and  drinke,  and  play,  and  wantonnize  : 
Still  adding  fin  to  fin  :  for,  they  the  paine 
Of  cold,  and  third,  and  hunger,  fhall  fuftaine ; 
And  be  the  fervile  flaves  of  them  that  are 
Their  Foes ;  as  to  their  Tufts  they  captives  were. 

Then,  wo  to  them  who  darkneffe  more  have  lov'd 
Then  light ;  and  good  advice  have  difapprov'd  : 
For,  they  fhall  wander  in  a  crooked  path, 
Which  neither  light  nor  end,  nor  comfort  hath. 
And,  when  for  Guides,  and  Counfell  they  do  cry, 
Not  one  fhall  pity  them,  who  paffeth  by. 

Then,  wo  to  them  that  have  corrupted  bin, 
To  juftifie  the  -wicked  in  his  fin  ; 
Or,  for  a  bribe,  the  righteous  to  condemne  : 
For,  flames  (as  on  the  chaffe)  fhall  feize  on  them  : 
Their  bodies  to  the  dunghill  fhall  be  caft ; 
Their  flowre  fliall  turn  to  dufl ;  their  ftock  fhall  waft ; 
And  all  the  glorious  titles  they  have  worne, 
Shall  but  encreafe  their  infamy  and  fcorne. 

Then,  wo  to  them  that  have  beene  raif'd  aloft 
By  good  mens  mines  ;  and  by  laying  foft 
And  eafie  pillowes,  under  great  mens  armes, 
To  make  them  pleaf'd  in  their  alluring  charmes. 

Then,  wo  to  them,  who  being  growne  afraid 
( If  fome  nigh  perill,  fought  unlawfull  aid  ; 

And 
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And,  fetting  God's  protection  quite  afide, 
Vpon  their  owne  inventions  have  rely'd. 
For,  God  their  foolifh  hopes  will  bring  to  nought ; 
On  them,  their  feared  mifchiefe  fhall  be  brought ; 
And,  all  their  wit  and  ftrength,  (hall  not  fuffice, 
To  heave  that  forrow  off,  which  on  them  lies. 
Yea,  then,  oh  Britaine  !  woe  to  ev'ry  one, 
That  hath  without  repentance  evill  done  : 
For,  thofe  who  doe  nor  heed,  nor  beare  in  mind 
His  vifitings,  Gods  reaching  hand  will  find ; 
And  they  with  howling  cries  and  lamentation, 
Shall  fue  and  feeke,  in  vaine,  for  his  compaffion. 
Becaufe  they  careleffe  of  his  Mercies  were, 
Till  in  confuming  wrath  he  did  appeare. 
But,  ftill,  we  fet  far  off  that  evill  day  ; 
In  dull  fecurity  we  paffe  away 
Our  pretious  time;  and  with  vaine  hopes  and  toyes, 
Build  up  a  trufl  which  ev'ry  puffe  deftroyes. 
And  therefore,  ftill  when  healing  is  expected, 
New  and  unlookt  for  troubles  are  effected. 
We  gather  Armies,  and  we  Fleets  prepare ; 
And,  then,  both  flrong  and  fafe  we  think  we  are. 
But,  when  we  look  for  victories  and  glory, 
What  followes,  but  events  that  make  us  fory  ? 
And  tis  Gods  mercy  that  we  turne  our  faces 
With  fo  few  loffes,  and  no  more  difgraces. 
For,  what  are  moft  of  thofe  whom  we  commend 
Such  actions  to ;  and  whom  we  forth  do  fend 
To  fight  thofe  Battels,  which  the  Fords  we  call, 
But  fuch  as  never  fight  for  him  at  all  ? 
Whom  doft  thou  make  thy  Captaines,  and  difpofe 
Such  Offices  unto,  but  unto  thofe 
(Some  few  excepted)  who  procure  by  friends, 
Command  and  pay,  to  ferve  their  private  ends  ? 

Their 
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Their  language,  and  their  praclices  declare, 

That  entertained  by  Gods  Foe  they  were. 

Their  whoring,  fwearing,  and  their  drunkenneffe, 

Do  far  more  plainly  to  the  world  expreffe 

What  Generall  they  doe  belong  unto, 

Then  all  their  Feathers  and  their  Enfignes  doe. 

Thefe,  by  their  unrepented  fins,  betray 

Thy  Caufe.     By  thefe,  the  honor,  and  the  day 

Is  loft  :  and  when  thou  hopeft  that  thy  trouble 

Shall  have  an  end,  thy  danger  waxeth  double. 

We  wifh  for  Parliaments;  and  them  we  made 
Our  God  :  for,  all  the  hope  that  many  had 
To  remedy  the  publike  difcontent, 
Was  by  the  wifdome  of  a  Parliament. 
Well ;  Parliaments  we  had  ;  and  what  in  being, 
Succeedeth  yet,  but  greater  difagreeing, 
With  greater  grievances  then  heretofore  ? 
And  reafon  good  :  for,  we  depended  more 
On  outward  meanes,  then  on  Gods  will  that  fends 
All  punifhments  ;  and  all  afflictions  ends. 

Beleeve  it  fliould  our  Parliaments  agree 
In  ev'ry  nation :  fliould  our  Soii'raigne  be 
So  gracious,  as  to  condifcend  to  all 
Which  for  his  weale  and  ours,  propofe  we  fhall ; 
Ev'n  that  Agreement,  till  our  fins  we  leave, 
Shall  make  us  but  fecure ;  and  helpe  to  weave 
A  fnare,  by  whofe  fine  threds  we  fhall  be  caught, 
Before  we  fee  the  mifchiefe  that  is  wrought. 

Whilft  we  by  Parliaments  do  chiefly  feek 
Meere  temp'rall  ends,  the  King  fhall  do  the  like  : 
Yea,  till  in  them  we  mutually  agree 
To  helpe  each  other ;  and  unfained  be 
In  lab'ring  for  a  Chriftian  Reformation  ; 
Each  Meeting  fhall  beget  a  new  vexation. 

This 
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This  Hand  hath  fome  fenfe  of  what  fhe  ayles, 

And  very  much,  thefe  evill  times  bewayles ; 

But,  not  fo  much  our  finnes,  doe  we  lament, 

Or  mourne  that  God  for  them  is  difcontent, 

As  that  the  Plagues  they  bring  difturb  our  pleafures, 

Encreafe  our  dangers,  and  exhauft  our  treafures. 

And,  for  thefe  caufes,  now  and  then  we/<?/, 

And  pray,  as  long  as  halfe  a  day  doth  laft. 

For,  if  the  Sunne  doe  but  a  liitle  eleare 

That  cloud,  from  which  a  tempefl  we  doe  feare, 

What  kind  of  griefe  we  took,  we  plainly  fhew 

By  thofe  rejoycings  which  thereon  enfue  : 

For,  in  the  Head  of  fuch  due  thankfulneffe, 

As  Chriftian  zeale  obligeth  to  expreffe ; 

To  Pleafure  (not  to  God)  we  facrifize  ; 

Renue  our  fins  ;  revive  our  vanities  ; 

And,  all  our  vowed  gratitude  expires, 

In  Games,  in  Guns,  in  Eels,  in  Healths,  or  Fires. 

We  faine  would  be  at  peace  ;  but  few  men  go 
That  way,  as  yet,  whereby  it  may  be  fo. 
We  have  not  that  humility  which  mufl 
Effect  it :  we  are  falfe  and  cannot  truft 
Each  other  ;   no  nor  God  with  true  confefhons  : 
Which  fhewes  that  we  abhor  not  our  tranfgreflions. 
It  proves,  that  of  oar  errors,  we  in  heart 
Repent  not,  neither  purpofe  to  depart 
From  any  folly.     For  all  they  that  are 
Sincerely  penitent,  doe  nothing  feare 
So  much  as  their  owne  guilt ;  nor  feeke  to  gaine 
Ought  more,  then  to  be  reconcil'd  againe  : 
And,  they  that  are  thus  minded,  never  can 
Be  long  un reconcil'd  to  God,  or  man. 

When  we  fhould  floop,  we  mod  our  felves  exalt ; 
And  (though  we  be)  would  not  be  thought  in  fault. 

Nay, 
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Nay,  though  we  faulty  be,  and  thought,  &  known, 
And  proved  fo  ;  and  fee  that  we  are  throwne 
By  our  apparant  errors,  into  ftraits, 
From  which  we  cannot  get  by  all  our  Heights  : 
Yet,  ftill  our  felves  we  vaunt  and  juftifie, 
And  ftruggle,  till  the  fnare  we  fafter  rye. 
We  fin,  and  we  to  boaft  it  have  no  fhame, 
Yet  ftorme  when  others  doe  our  follies  name : 
And  rather  then  we  will  fo  much  as  fay 
We  did  amiffe  (though  that  might  wipe  away 
The  ftaine  of  all)  I  think  that  fome  of  us 
So  wilfnll  are,  fo  proud,  and  mifchievous, 
That  we  ourfelves  would  ruine,  and  our  Nation, 
To  keep  our  fhadow  of  a  Reputation. 

Oh  !  if  we  are  thus  headftrong.  tis  unlike 
We  any  part  of  our  proud  failes  will  ftrike 
Till  they  have  fimke  our  Veffell  in  the  Sea, 
Or  by  the  furious  windes,  are  torne  away. 
Twere  better,  tho,  we  did  confeffe  our  wound, 
Then  hide  it  till  our  (late  grew  more  unfound. 
Twere  better  we  fome  wealth,  or  office  loll, 
Then  keep  them,  till  our  lives,  and  all,  it  cofl : 
And  therefore,  let  us  wifely  be  advifed, 
Before  we  by  a  tempefl  be  furprifed. 
Downe  firft  with  our  Top-gallants,  and  our  Flags; 
In  Jlormcs,  thejkilfuirjl  Pilots  make  no  brags. 
Let  us  (if  that  be  not  enough)  let  fall 
Our  Mifne-ycard,  and  ftrike  our  top-failes  all. 
If  this  we  find  be  not  enough  to  doe, 
Strike  Fore-faile,  Sprit-faile,  yea  and  Maine-faile  too. 
And,  rather  then  our  Ship  fhould  fink  or  rend ; 
Let's  overboard,  goods,  maft,  and  tackling  fend. 
Save  but  the  Hull,  the  Mafter,  and  the  Men  ; 
And  we  may  live  to  fcoure  the  feas  agen. 

Beleeve 
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Beleeve  it  England,  howfoever  fome 
(Who  fhould  forefee  thy  plagues  before  they  come) 
Endevor  to  perfwade  thee  that  thou  haft 
A  hopefull  time,  and  that  the  worft  is  pad. 
Yet  I  dare  boldly  tell  thee,  thou  haft  nigh 
Worne  out  Gods  patience  by  impiety. 
And,  that  unleffe  the  fame  we  doe  renue 
By  penitence,  our  folly  we  fhall  rue. 

But,  what  am  I,  that  me  thou  fhould'ft  beleeve  ? 
Or,  unto  what  I  tell  thee,  credit  give? 
It  may  be  this  adultrous  Generation 
Expecleth  tokens  of  her  defolation  ; 
And  therefore  I  will  give  them  fignes  of  that 
Which  they  are  almoft  now  arrived  at. 

Not  fignes,  fo  myfticall  as  moft  of  thofe 
Which  did  the  mine  of  the  lewes  difclofe  ; 
But,  fgnes  as  evident  as  are  the  day. 
For,  know  ye  Britanies,  that  what  God  did  fay, 
Ierufalcms  deftruclion  fhould  forefhew, 
He  fpake  to  ev'ry  State  that  fhould  enfue. 
And,  that  he  nought  of  her,  or  to  her  fpake, 
For  hers  alone,  but  alfo  for  our  fake. 

One  figne  that  Gods  long-fuffring  we  have  tired, 
And  that  his  patience  is  almoft  expired, 
Is  this ;  that  many  Iudgements  he  hath  fent, 
And  ftill  remov'd  them  e're  we  did  repent. 
For,  God  (ev'n  by  his  Holineffe)  did  fweare, 
(Saith  Amos)  fuch  a  Nation  he  will  teare 
With  Bryers,  and  with  Fifh-hookes  rend  away 
The  whole  pofterity  of  fuch  as  they. 

Cleane  teeth  (faith  God)  I  gave  them  ;  and  with  bread 
In  many  places,  them  I  fcantly  fed ; 
And  yet  they  fought  me  not :  Then  Irejlrai?ied 
The  dewes  of heart n ;  upon  this  Field  I  rained, 

And 
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And  not  on  that;  yea,  to  one  City  came 

Some  two  or  three,  to  quench  their  thirjty  flame  ; 

Yet,  to  rcturne  to  me,  no  care  they  tooke ; 

With  Blaflings  then,  and  Mildewes,  I  them  Jlrook ; 

And  mixt  among  their  Fruits  the  Palmer-worme ; 

Yet,  they  their  lives  did  not  a  jot  reforme: 

Then  did  I  fend  the  Peflilence  (faid  he) 

Devoured  by  the  Sword,  their  young/nen  be; 

Their  Horfe  are  flaine,  and  up  to  heaven  afcends 

Their  flinke ;  yet  I  d if  cover  no  amends. 

The  felfe  fame  things  thy  God  in  thee  hath  done, 
Oh  England !  yet,  here  followes  thereupon 
So  fmall  amendment,  that  they  are  zflgne 
To  thee;  and  their  iharp  Iudgement,  will  be  thine. 

The  fecond  Token  which  doth  fore  declare 
When  Cities,  States,  and  Realmes,  declining  are, 
Ev'n  Chrifl  himfelfe  hath  left  us :  For,  (faith  he) 
When  Deflation  fJiall  approaching  be, 
Of  tears,  and  warlike  rumors  yefliall  heare ; 
Rare  flgncs  and  tokens  will  in  heaven  appear e; 
Downefrom  the  Firmament  the  Stars  fliall fall; 
The  hearts  of  many  men,  then,faile  them  fliall ; 
There  will  be  many  f caudal s  and  offences ; 
Great  Earth  quakes,  Schifmes,  Deaths,  and  Peftilences ; 
Real  me,  Realme ;  and  Nation,  Nation  fliall  oppofe  ; 
The  nearefl friends,  fliall  be  the  greateji  foes. 
Againjl  the  Church  fliall  many  tyrannize; 
Deceivers,  and  falfe  Prophets,  fliall  arife ; 
In  ei?ry  place  fliall  wickednejfe  abound; 
And,  Charity  fliall  very  cold  be  found. 

This,  Chrifl  himfelfe  did  prophecy  :  And  we 
Are  doubtleffe  blind,  unleffe  confefl  it  be, 
That  at  this  houre,  upon  this  Kingdome  here, 
Thefe  marks  of  Defolation  viewed  are. 

How 
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How  often  have  we  feene  prodigeous  lights, 

O'refpread  the  face  of  heav'n  in  moonleffe  nights  / 

How  many  dreadfull  Meteors  have  there  beene 

In  this  our  Climate,  lately  heard  and  feene  ? 

Who  knoweth  not  that  but  awhile  agoe 

A  Blazing  Star  did  threat,  if  not  forefhow 

Gods  Iudgements  ?  In  what  age,  tofore,  did  here 

So  many,  who  did  Saints  and  Stars  appeare, 

Fall  (as  it  were)  from  heav'n  ?  Or  who  hath  heard 

Of  greater  Earth-quakes,  then  have  lately  fcar'd 

Thefe  quarters  of  the  world  ?  How  oft,  the  touch 

Of  Famine  have  we  had  ?  But,  when  fo  much 

Devoured  by  the  Pejlilence  were  we, 

As  in  this  prefent  yeare  our  people  be  ? 

Of  Wars,  and  martiall  rumors,  never  more 

Were  heard  within  thefe  confines  heretofore  ; 

When  were  all  Kingdomes,  and  all  Nations  through 

The  world,  fo  oppofite  as  they  are  now  ? 

We  know  no  Country,  whether  nigh  or  far, 

But  is  engag'd  or  threatned  with  fome  War. 

All  places,  either  prefent  woes  bewaile  ; 

Or  elfe  things  feared  make  mens  hearts  to  faile. 

Falfe  Prophets,  and  Deceivers  we  have  many ; 

We  fcarcely  find  integrity  in  any  : 

The  Name  of  Chrijl,  begins  in  ev'ry  place 

To  fuffer  perfecution  and  difgrace ; 

And,  we  the  greatefl  jeopardies  are  in, 

Among  our  neighbours,  and  our  nearefl  kin. 

Strange  Herefies  do  ev'rywhere  encreafe, 

Difturbing  Sion,  and  exiling  peace. 

Impietie  doth  multiply.  True  love 

Growes  cold.     And,  if  thefe  tokens  doe  not  prove 

Our  fall  drawes  on,  unleffe  we  doe  amend  : 

I  know  not  when  our  folly  fhall  have  end. 
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A  third  apparant  ftgne  which  doth  declare 
When  fome  devouring  Plague  approacheth  neare, 
Is  when  a  Nation  doth  anew  begin 
To  let  Idolatry  to  enter  in  ; 
And  openly,  or  fecretly  give  place 
To  Herefie,  where  Truth  eftablifht  was  : 
Or  when  like  Jeroboam,  to  poffeffe 
An  outward  profit,  or  a  temporall  peace, 
They  either  change  Religions,  or  devife 
A  worfhip  which  doth  raixe  Idolatries 
With  truth.     For  this,  ev'n  for  this  very  crime, 
The  King  of  Afliur,  in  HofhecCs  time 
Led  Ifrel  captive.     And,  both  from  the  fight 
Of  God ;  and  from  the  houfe  of  David  quite, 
They  were  cut  off  for  ever,  and  did  neither 
Serve  God  or  Idols  ;  but  ev'n  both  together; 
In  fuch  a  mixt  Religion  as  is  that 
Which  fome  among  us,  now,  have  aymed  at. 

Marke,  England  ;  and  I  prethee  marke  it  well, 
If  this  offence  which  ruin'd  Ifrael, 
On  thee  appeare  not :  and,  if  fo  it  be, 
Amend  ;  or  looke  for  what  it  threatens  thee. 

The  fourth  true  token  which  doth  fore  expreffe 
The  ruine  of  a  Land  for  wickedneffe, 
Is  when  the  Priejls  and  Magiftrates  begin, 
To  grow  extreamly  impudent  in  fin. 
This  Signe,  the  Prophet  Micah  giveth  us ; 
And  he  (not  I)  to  you  cryes  loudly  thus  : 
Ueare,  oh  ye  houfe  of  la  cob,  and  all  ye 
That  Princes  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  be  : 
Ye  Iuflice  hate ;  and  ye  pervert  what's  good; 
Ye  build  the  walls  of  Sion  up  with  blood ; 
Ierufalem  with  fin  ye  up  have  rear'd ; 
Your  fudges  paj/e  their  cenfuresfor  reward; 

Your 
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Your  Priefls  doe  preach  for  hire,  your  Prophets  doe 
Like  them  ;  and  prophecy  for  mony  too. 
And,  for  this  caufe  flail  Sion  mount  (faith  he) 
Ev'n  like  a  plowed  field  become  to  be ; 
And  like  a  Forrefl  hill  where  buflies  grozv. 
The  City  of  IcrufalemfJiallJJiow. 

Change  but  the  names,  oh  Britain,  and  that  token 
Of  defolation,  unto  thee  is  fpoken. 
For,  what  this  day  thy  Priefls  and  Princes  are, 
Their  actions,  and  the  peoples  cries  declare. 

A  fifth  fure  evidence  that  God  among 
Thy  ruines  will  entomb  thy  fame  e're  long, 
(If  thou  repent  not)  is  ev'n  this,  that  thou 
Doft  ev'ry  day  the  more  ungodly  grow, 
By  how  much  more  the  bleffed  meanes  of  grace 
Doth  multiply  it  felfe  in  ev'ry  place. 
God  fends  unto  thee  many  learned  Preachers, 
Apoflles,  Pafiiors,  and  all  kind  of  teachers  ; 
His  Vifions,  and  his  Prophecies  upon  thee 
He  multiplies.     And  (that  he  might  have  won  thee 
To  more  fincerity)  on  all  occafions, 
By  counfell,  by  entreatie,  and  perfwafions, 
He  hath  advif'd,  allured,  and  befought  thee  : 
With  precept  upon  precept,  he  hath  taught  thee  ; 
By  line  on  line  ;  by  miracle  ;  by  reafon  ; 
In  ev'ry  place ;  in  feafon,  out  of  feafon  ; 
By  little  and  by  little ;  and  by  much 
(Sometime)  at  once  :  yet  is  thy  nature  fuch, 
That  ftill  thou  waxeft  worfe ;  and  in  the  roome 
Of  pleafant  Grapes,  more  Thiftles  daily  come  : 
And,  thou  that  art  fo  haughty,  and  fo  proud, 
For  this,  fhalt  vanifh  like  an  empty  cloud  ; 
And,  as  a  Lion,  Leopard,  or  a  Beare, 
Thy  God,  for  this,  fhall  thee  in  pieces  teare. 
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If  thou  fuppofe  my  Muje  did  this  devife, 
Goe  take  it  from  Hojeds  prophefies 

The  fixth  undoubted  fignall  when  the  laft 
Good  dayes  of  finfull  Realmes  are  almoft  paft, 
Is  when  the  people  neere  to  God  mail  draw 
In  word,  to  make  profeflion  of  his  Lata : 
And,  by  their  tongues  his  praifes  forth  declare  ; 
Yet,  in  their  hearts  from  him  continue  far. 

To  fuch  a  La/id,  their  defliny  difplayes 
Ifaiah  :  for  even  thus  the  Prophet  fayes  : 
God  will  produce  a  marvell  in  that  Stale, 
A  fid  doe  a  worke  that  men  JJiall  wonder  at ; 
The  zvijdome  of  their  wifejl  Connfellor, 
Shall  periJJi,  and  their  prudent  menjiiall  erre. 
On  their  deepe  Con nfels,  forrotv  Jliall  attend ; 
Their  fecret  plots  JJiall  have  a  dijnial  end ; 
Their  giddy  proj eels  which  they  have  devifed, 
Shall  as  the  Potters  clay  be  quite  defpifed. 
Like  Car  met,  Lebanon  JJiall  Jeeme ;  and  be 
Like  Lebanon,  JJiall  make  mount  Carmel  be. 
Their  pleaf ant  Fields  like  Dejaris  JJiall  appear e  \ 
And,  Uiere  JJiall  Gardens  be,  where  Dejaris  are. 

God  keep  (thou  Britti/Ji  lie)  this  plague  from  thee ; 
For,  fignes  thereof  upon  thy  Body  be, 
Thou  of  the  pureft  worfhip  mak'ft  profeffion  ; 
Yet,  waxeft  more  impure  in  thy  condition. 
Thou  boafteft  of  the  knowledge  of  God's  word, 
Yet,  thereunto  in  manners  to  accord 
Thou  doft  refufe.     Thou  makeft  proteftation 
Of  pietie  ;  yet  hateft  reformation. 
Yea,  when  thy  tongue  doth  fmg  of  praife  divine, 
Thy  heart  doth  plot  fome  temporall  defigne. 
And,  fome  of  thofe,  who  in  this  wife  are  holy, 
Begin  to  fliew  their  wifedome  will  be  folly. 

For 
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For,  when  from  fight  their  mares  they  deepeft  hide. 
By  God  Almighties  eyes  they  are  efpide. 

The  feaventh  Symptome  of  a  dreadfull  blow, 
(If  not  of  a  perpetuall  overthrow) 
Is  when  a  flumbring  Spirit  doth  furprize 
A  nation ;  and  hath  clofed  up  their  eyes  : 
Or  when  the  Prophets  and  the  Seers  are 
So  clouded,  that  plaine  truths  do  not  appeare  : 
Or  when  the  Vifions  evidently  feene 
Are  paffed  by,  as  if  they  had  not  beene  : 
Or  when,  to  Nations  who  can  reade,  God  gives 
His  Booke;  and  thereof  doth  unfeale  the  leaves, 
And  bids  them  reade  the  fame,  which  they  to  do 
Deny;  or  plead  unableneffe  thereto. 
Black  Jignes  are  thefe.     For  if  that  Book  to  them, 
Still  darke ;  or  as  a  Book  unfealed  feeme  ; 
Or,  if  they  heed  no  more  what  here  is  faid, 
Then  they  that  have  the  Booke,  and  cannot  reade ; 
The  Judgements,  laft  repeated,  are  the  doome, 
That  fhall  on  fuch  a  ftupid  Nation  come. 

This  Signe  is  come  on  us ;  for,  loe,  unfealed 
Gods  Book  is  now  among  us ;  and  revealed 
Are  all  the  Myjieries  which  doe  concerne 
The  children  of  this  prefent  age  to  learne. 
So  well  hath  he  inftrucled  this  our  Land, 
That  we  not  only  reade,  but  underftand 
The  fecrets  of  his  Word.     The  prophecies 
Of  his  chiefe  Seers,  are  before  our  eyes, 
Vnveiled  :  true  interpretations 
Are  made,  and  many  proper  applications 
Ev'n  to  our  felves ;  yet  is  our  heart  fo  blind, 
That  what  we  know  and  fee,  we  do  not  mind. 
We  heare,  and  fpeake,  and  much  adoe  we  keepe  ; 
But  we  as  fenfeleffe  are  as  men  afleep 

What 
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What  then  we  doe.     Yea,  while  that  we  are  talking, 

What  fnares  are  in  the  way  where  we  are  walking, 

We  heed  not  what  we  fay,  but  paffe  along ; 

And,  many  times,  are  faft  enfnar'd  among 

Thole  mifchiefes,  and  thofe  faults  we  did  condemne, 

Before  our  tongues  have  left  to  mention  them. 

For  our  neglect  of  God  in  former  times, 
(Or  for  fome  prefent  unrepented  crimes) 
A  flumbring  Spirit  fo  poffeffeth  us, 
That  our  eftate  is  wondrous  dangerous. 
We  fee  and  heare,  and  tell  to  one  another 
Our  perils,  yet  we  headlong  haft  together 
To  wilful!  ruine  :  and  are  growne  fo  mad, 
That  when  our  friends  a  better  courfe  perfwade, 
Or  feeke  to  flop  us  (when  they  fee  we  run 
That  way  in  which  we  cannot  ruine  fhun) 
We  perfecute  thofe  men  with  all  our  foule, 
That  we  may  damn  our  felves  without  controule. 

The  eight  plain e  Sigue,  by  which  I  underftand 
That  fome  devouring  mifchiefe  is  at  hand, 
Is  that  malicioufneffe  which  I  doe  fee 
Among  Profeffors  of  one  Faith,  to  be. 

We  that  have  but  one  Father,  and  one  Mother, 
Doe  perfecute  and  torture  one  another. 
So  hotly,  we  oppofe  not  Atitichriji, 
As  we  our  fellow  brethren  doe  refift. 
The  ProteJIanf,  the  Protejlant  defies  ; 
And,  we  our  felves,  our  felves  doe  fcandalize. 
Our  Church  we  have  expofed  to  more  fcorne  ; 
And  her  faire  feamleffe  Vcjlment  rent,  and  torne, 
By  our  ovvne  fury,  more  then  by  their  fpight 
Who  are  to  us  directly  oppofite. 
To  fave  an  Aple,  we  the  Tree  deftroy ; 
And,  quarrels  make  for  ev'ry  needleffe  toy  ." 

&  From 
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From  us,  if  any  brother  differ  fhall 
But  in  a  crotchet,  we  upon  him  fall 
As  eagerly,  and  with  as  bitter  hate, 
As  if  we  knew  him  for  a  Reprobate. 
And,  what  event  all  this  doth  fignifie, 
Saint  Paul  (by  way  of  caveat)  doth  imply. 
Take  heed  (faith  he)  left  while  ye  bite  each  other, 
You,  of  your  f elves,  confumed  be  together. 

Another  Signe  which  caufeth  me  to  feare 
That  our  confufion  is  approaching  neere, 
Are  thofe  Difunions  which  I  have  efpide, 
In  Church  and  Commonwealth  this  prefent  tide. 
We  cannot  hide  thefe  rents ;  for  they  doe  gape, 
So  wide,  that  fome  their  Iawes  can  hardly  fcape. 
Would  God,  the  way  to  dole  them  up  we  knew, 
Elfe  what  they  threaten,  time  will  fhortly  fhew : 
For,  all  men  know,  a  City  or  a  Land, 
Within  it  f elfe  divided,  cannot  fland. 

The  laft  black  fignc  that  here  I  will  repeat, 
(Which  doth  to  kingdom cs  defolation  threat) 
Is  when  the  hand  of  God  Almighty,  brings 
The  people,  into  bondage,  to  their  Kings. 
I  fay,  when  their  owne  King  fhall  take  delight, 
Thofe  whom  he  fhould  protect,  to  rob,  and  fmite. 
When  they  who  fed  the  Sheep,  the  Sheep  fhall  kill, 
And  eate  them ;  and  fuppofe  they  doe  no  ill. 
When  God  gives  up  a  Nation  unto  thofe 
That  are  their  neighbours,  that  they  may,  as  foes, 
Devoure  them.     When  (oh  England)  thou  (halt  fee 
This  come  to  paffe,  a  figne  it  is  to  thee 
That  God  is  angry  ;  and  a  certaine  token 
That  into  pieces  thou  fhalt  quite  be  broken  : 
If  not  by  forraine  flrength,  by  force  at  home ; 
And,  that  thy  greater  torment  will  become. 

This 
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This  Vengeance,  and  this  fearfull  preparation, 
Of  bringing  ruine  on  a  finfull  Nation, 
(If  they  remaine  impenitent)  the  Lord 
Doth  menace  ;  and,  by  Zachary  record, 
To  make  us  wife.     Oh  !  let  us  therefore  learne, 
What  now  is  comming  on  us,  to  difceme. 
For,  (well  confidered  if  all  things  were) 
From  this  Captivity  we  feeme  not  farre. 
It  now  already  feemes  to  be  projected ; 
Nay,  little  wants  of  being  quite  effected. 
For,  they  that  are  our  Shepheards,  now,  are  they 
That  fleece  us,  and  endevor  to  betray 
Our  lives  and  freedomes.     Thofe  great  men  that  be 
Our  neighbours  (and  can  claime  no  more  then  we) 
Would  fell  us  :  and,  attempt  to  gaine  a  pow'r, 
Whereby  they  may,  at  pleafure,  us  devoure  : 
And,  had  not  we  a  King,  as  loth  to  make 
His  people  flaves,  as  from  himfelfe  to  take 
His  lawfull  right ;  (or,  were  there  not  fome  lett 
Vnheeded,  which  is  unremoved  yet) 
E're  this  (and  juftly  too)  the  hand  of  heaven 
Into  perpetuall  bondage  us  had  given. 
And,  if  we  do  not  more  Gods  will  regard, 
That  mifchiefe  is  but  for  a  time  deferr'd. 

Our  King  is  juft  and  mercifull ;  and  tho 
Some  may  (with  loyall,  and  a  gilded  fhow 
Of  pious  equity)  a  while  affay 
To  lead  his  judgement  in  his  youth  aftray ; 
Yet,  God  (I  hope)  will  keep  him  fo,  that  he 
Shall  ftill  be  juft,  (though  we  ungodly  be) 
And,  make  him  in  the  fitted  houre  expreffe 
His  royall  Judgement,  and  his  Righteoufneffe  : 

But,  if  God  fhould  from  us,  (as  God  forbid) 
Take  him,  as  ouce  he  good  Iqfiah  did, 

&  2  He 
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He  alfo  will  (unleffe  we  mend)  perchance, 

In  times  to  come,  a  Shepheard  here  advance, 

Who  (hall  not  plead  for  what  his  Youngmen  fay 

Is  juft;  but,  take  the  fame,  perforce,  away. 

An  Idoll  Shepheard,  who  fhall  neither  care 

To  find  or  feek,  for  thofe  that  flrayed  are ; 

Nor  guard  the  Lambs  ;  nor  cure  what  hath  a  wound  ; 

Nor  cherifh  thofe  that  firme  to  him  are  found ; 

But,  take  the  fat,  and  rob  them  of  their  fleeces  ; 

And  eate  their  flefh ;  and  break  their  bones  in  peeces. 

More  Signes  I  might,  as  yet,  commemorate, 
To  fhew  Gods  patience  is  nigh  out  of  date. 
But,  thefe  are  fignes  enough,  and  fo  apparant, 
That  twenty  more  will  give  no  better  warrant 
To  what  I  fpeake.     Yet,  if  thefe  falfe  appeare, 
That's  one  figne  more,  out  fail  approacheth  neere. 

Be  mindfull,  therefore,  while  it  is  to  Day ; 
And,  let  no  good  occafion  flip  away. 
Now  rend  your  hearts,  ye  Britains,  wafh  &  rinfe  them 
From  all  corruption  :  from  all  evill  clenfe  them. 
Goe  offer  up  the  pleafmg  facrifice 
Of  RigJiteoufneffe :  from  folly  turne  your  eyes. 
Seeke  peace,  and  follow  it,  with  ftricl.  purfuit : 
Relieve  the  needy;  Iudgement  execute  : 
Refrelh  the  weary ;  right  the  fatherleffe  : 
The  ftrangers,  and  the  widowes  wants  redreffe  : 
Give  praife  to  God  ;  depend  with  lowly  faith, 
On  him  ;  and  what  his  holy  Spirit  faith  : 
Remember  what  a  price  thy  ranfome  cofl ; 
And,  now  redeeme  the  time  that  thou  haft  loft. 

Returne,  retnrne  thou  (oh  back-fliding  Nation) 
And,  let  thy  teares  prevent  thy  defolation. 
As  yet,  thou  maift  returne;  for,  Gods  embrace 
Is  open  for  thee,  if  thou  haft  the  grace, 

To 
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To  give  it  meeting.  Yet,  repentance  may 

Prevent  the  mifchiefes  of  that  evill  day, 

Which  here  is  menace'd  :  yet,  thou  maift  have  peace, 

And  by  difcreet  endeavoring,  encreafe 

Each  outward  grace,  and  ev'ry  inward  thing, 

Which  will  additions  to  thy  comfort  bring. 

If  this  thou  doe  ;  thefe  fearfull  threatnings  all, 
(Repeated  here)  to  mercies  change  he  fhall. 
We  cannot  fay,  it  will  excufe  thee  from 
All  chaftifement ;  or  that  no  blow  fhall  come. 
For,  peradventure,  thou  fo  long  haft  bin 
Vnpenitent.  that  fome  loud-eri/ig-fin 
Hath  wak'd  that  Vengeance,  which  upon  thy  crimes 
Muft  fall  (as  once  in  Jere?niahs  times) 
Without  prevention  ;  to  exemplifie 
Gods  hate  of  fin  to  all  pofterity. 
But,  fure  we  are,  that  if  he  doth  not  ftay 
His  threatned  hand,  the  flroke  that  he  doth  lay 
Will  fall  the  lighter;  and  become  a  bl effing, 
Thy  future  joyes,  and  vertues  more  encreafing, 
Then  all  that  large  profperity  and  reft 
Which  thou,  fo  long  together,  haft  poffeft. 

God  (with  a  writers  inke  home)  one  hath  fent, 
To  fet  a  marke  on  them  that  fhall  repent ; 
And  bids  him  promife  in  his  Name,  that  they 
Who  fhall  (recanting)  leave  their  evill  way, 
And  in  their  hearts,  bewaile  the  grievous  crimes, 
And  miferies  of  Sion,  in  their  times  ; 
That  they  fhall  be  fecure,  and  faved  from 
The  hand  of  thefe  Dejlroyers,  which  muft  come  : 
Or  elfe  by  their  definition  find  a  way 
To  that  repairing  which  will  ne're  decay. 

Yea  thou,  oh  Britaine!  if  thou  couldft  reforme 
Thy  manners,  might'fl  expell  the  dreadfull  florme 

&  3  Now 
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Now  threatned  ;  and  thy  foes  (who  triumph  would, 

The  ruine  of  thy  glory  to  behold. 

And  jeere  thee  when  thou  failed)  foone  fliall  fee 

Thy  God  returning,  and  avenging  thee 

On  their  infultings  :  yea,  with  angry  blowes 

He  would  effect  their  ihamefull  overthrowes, 

Or  turne  their  hearts.     For  when  from  fin  men  ceafe, 

God  makes  their  enemies,  and  them,  at  peace. 

Moreover,  thou  fhalt  have  in  thy  poffeffmg, 
Each  inward  grace,  and  ev'ry  outward  bleffing  ; 
Thy  fruitfull  Herds  (hall  in  rich  padures  feed  ; 
Thy  foile  fhall  plentioufly  encreafe  thy  feed ; 
Thy  Flock,  fhall  neither  Shepherds  want,  nor  meate  ; 
Cleane  provander,  thy  dabled  bead  fhall  eate; 
There  fhall  be  Rivers  in  thy  Dales  ;  and  Fountaines 
Vpon  the  tops  of  all  thy  nobled  Mountaines  : 
The  Moone  fhall  cad  upon  thee  beames  as  bright 
As  now  the  Sttnne ;  and  with  a  fevenfold  light 
The  Sun  fhall  bleffe  thee.     He  that  reignes  in  thee, 
To  all  his  people  reconcil'd  fliall  be ; 
And  they  mall  find  themfelves  no  whit  deceived, 
In  thofe  good  hopes  which  are  of  him  conceived  : 
But  he,  (and  they,  who  fhall  his  throne  pofleffe 
When  he  is  gone)  (hall  reigne  in  righteoumeffe ; 
And  be  more  carefull  of  thy  weale  (by  far) 
Then  parents  of  their  childrens  profits  are. 

Thy  Magijlrcites,  with  wifdome  fhall  proceed 
In  all  that  fhall  be  counfell'd  or  decreed. 
As  Harbours,  when  it  blows  tempeduoufly  ; 
As  Rivers,  unto  places  over  dry ; 
As  Shadowcs  are  to  men  oppred  with  heat ; 
As  to  a  hungry  domack,  wholfome  meat ; 
To  thee,  fo  welcome,  and  as  much  contenting, 
Thy  Nobles  will  become,  on  thy  repenting. 

Thy 
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Thy  Pricfis  thai  preach  true  doctrine  in  thy  Teples ; 
And  make  it  fruitfull  by  their  good  examples. 
Thy  God,  with  righteoufneffe  mall  them  aray, 
And  heare  and  anfwer  them,  when  they  do  pray. 
Thy  eyes,  that  much  are  blinded,  ihall  be  cleare ; 
Thy  eares,  that  yet  are  deafned,  then  (hall  heare ; 
Thy  tongue,  that  ftamers  now,  Ihall  then  fpeak  plain  ; 
Thy  heart  Ihall  perfect  underftanding  gaine  ; 
The  preaching  of  the  Gofpell  fhall  encreafe  ; 
Thy  God  fhall  make  thy  comforts  and  thy  peace, 
To  flow  as  doth  a  River ;  they  who  plant, 
The  bleffing  of  their  labour  fhall  not  want; 
Thy  pooreft  people  fhall  at  full  be  fed ; 
The  meek,  fhall  of  no  tyrant  (land  in  dread  ; 
Thou  fhalt  have  grace  and  knowledge,  to  avoid 
Thofe  things,  whereby  thy  reft  may  be  annoid ; 
Thou  fhalt  poffeffe  thy  wiflied  bleffings  all ; 
And,  God  fhall  heare  thee  ftill  before  thou  call. 

But,  as  a  Chime,  whofe  frets  diford'red  grow, 
Can  never  caufe  it  felfe  in  tune  to  goe, 
Nor  chime  at  all,  untill  fome  cunning  hand 
Doth  make  the  fame  againe  in  order  ftand  : 
Or,  as  the  Clock,  whofe  plummets  are  not  weight, 
Strikes  fometimes  one  for  three,  and  fixe  for  eight ; 
So  fareth  it  with  men  and  kingdomes  all, 
When  once  from  their  integrity  they  fall. 
They  may  their  motion  hurry  out  of  frame, 
But  have  no  pow'r  to  recline  the  fame. 
That  curious  hand  which  firft  thofe  pieces  wrought, 
Muft  mend  them  ftill ;  or  they  will  ftill  be  nought. 

To  thee  I  therefore  now  my  fpeech  convert, 
Thou  famous  Artift,  who  Creator  art 
Of  heav'n  and  earth,  and  of  thofe  goodly  fp/ieares, 
That  now  have  whirled  many  thoufand  yeares, 

&  4  (And 
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(And  (hall  untill  thy  pleafure  gives  it  ending) 
In  their  perpetuall  motion,  without  mending. 
Oh  !  be  thou  pleafed,  by  thy  pow'rfull  hand, 
To  fet  in  order  this  depraved  Land. 

Our  whole  foundation,  Lord,  is  out  of  courfe; 
And  ev'ry  thing  ftill  groweth  worfe  and  worfe ; 
The  way  that  leads  quite  from  thee,  we  have  tooke ; 
Thy  Covenant,  and  all  thy  Lawes  are  broke ; 
In  mifchiefes,  and  in  folly,  is  our  pleafure ; 
Our  crying  fins  have  almoft  fill'd  their  meafure ; 
Yet,  ev'ry  day  we  adde  a  new  tranfgreffion, 
And  ftill  abufe  thy  favour  and  companion. 

Our  Governors,  our  Prelats,  and  our  Nobles, 
Have  by  their  fins  encreafe,  encreaft  our  troubles. 
Our  Priejls,  and  all  the  People,  have  mifgone ; 
All  kind  of  evill  deeds,  we  all  have  done. 
We  have  not  lived  as  thofe  meanes  of  grace 
Require,  which  thou  haft  granted  to  this  place  : 
But  rather  worfe  then  many  who  have  had 
Leffe  helpes  then  we,  of  being  better  made. 
No  Nation  under  heav'n  fo  lewd  hath  bin, 
That  had  fo  many  warnings  for  their  fin, 
And  fuch  perpetuall  callings  on,  as  we, 
To  leave  our  wickedneffe,  and  turne  to  thee. 
Yet,  we  in  ftead  of  turning,  further  went ; 
And  when  thy  Mercies  and  thy  Plagues  were  fent 
To  pull  us  backe ;  they  feldome  wrought  our  flay, 
Or  moved  to  repentance  one  whole  day. 
No  bleffing,  no  affliction,  hath  a  pow'r 
To  move  compunction  in  us,  for  one  houre, 
Vnleffe  thou  worke  it.     All  that  I  can  fpeake 
(And  all  that  I  have  fpoken)  till  thou  breake 
And  mollifie  the  heart,  will  fruitleffe  be, 
Not  onely  in  my  hearers,  but  in  me. 

If 
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If  thou  prepare  not  way  for  more  efteeme 
All  thefe  Remembrances  will  foolifh  feeme. 
Nay  thefe,  in  (lead  of  moving  to  repent, 
Will  indignation  move  and  difcontent ; 
Which  will  mens  hardned  hearts  obdurate  more, 
And  make  their  fault  much  greater  then  before. 

Vnleffe  thou  give  a  bleffing,  I  may  ftrive 
As  well  to  make  a  marble  (lone  alive, 
As  to  effect  my  purpofe  :  yea,  all  this 
Like  wholefome  counfell  to  a  mad  man  is, 
And,  I  for  my  good  meaning  fhall  be  torne 
In  pieces,  or  expofed  be  to  fcorne. 
For,  they  againft  thy  word  doe  flop  their  eare ; 
And,  wiide  in  difobedience,  will  not  heare. 

In  this,  we  all  confeffe  our  felves  to  blame, 
And  that  we  therefore  have  deferved  fhame. 
Yea,  Lord  we  doe  acknowledge,  that  for  this 
There  nothing  elfe  to  us  pertaining  is, 
(Refpecling  our  owne  worth)  but  defolaiion, 
And  finall  footing  out,  without  compafiion. 

But  gracious  God,  though  fuch  our  merit  be, 
Yet,  mercy  dill  pertaineth  unto  thee. 
To  thee  the  act  of  pard'ning  and  forgiving, 
As  much  belongs  (oh  Father  everliving) 
As  plagues  to  us  :  and  it  were  better  far 
Our  fmnes  had  leffe  then  their  defervings  are, 
Then  that  thy  Clemency  fhould  be  outgone, 
By  all  the  wickedneffe  that  can  be  done. 

As  well  as  theirs  whofe  lives  now  left  them  have, 
Thou  canft  command  thofe  bodies  from  the  grave, 
Who  ftink,  and  putrifie,  and  buried  be 
In  their  corruption.     Such,  oh  Lord  !  are  we. 
Oh  !  call  us  from  this  grave  ;  and  fliew  thy  pow'r 
Vpon  this  much  polluted  Land  of  our, 

&  s  Which 
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Which  is  not  only  lick  of  works  unholy, 
But  almoft  dead  and  buried  in  her  folly. 

Forgive  us  all  our  flips,  our  negligences, 
Our  fins  of  knowledge,  and  our  ignorances  ; 
Our  daring  wickedneffe  ;  our  bloody  crimes  ; 
And  all  the  fault  of  pad  and  prefent  times. 
Permit  not  thy  juft  wrath  to  burne  for  ever; 
In  thy  difpleafure  doe  not  ftill  perfever ; 
But,  call  us  from  that  pit  of  Death,  and  Sin, 
And  from  that  path  of  Hell  which  we  are  in. 

Remember,  that  this  Vineyard  hath  a  Vine, 
Which  had  her  planting  by  that  hand  of  thine. 
Remember,  when  from  Egypt  thou  remov'dft  it, 
With  what  entire  affection,  then,  thou  lov'dft  it. 
How  thou  didft  weed  and  dreffe  it  heretofore  ; 
How  thou  didft  fence  it  from  the  forreft  Bore ; 
And  think,  how  fweet  a  vintage  then  it  brought, 
When  thy  firfl  worke  upon  her  thou  hadft  wrought : 

Remember,  that  without  thy  daily  care, 
The  choiceft  plants,  foone  wilde  and  fruitleffe  are ; 
And,  that  as  long  as  thou  doft  prune  and  dreffe, 
The  fowreft  Vine  fhall  bring  a  fweet  encreafe. 

Remember,  alfo  Lord,  how  ftill  that  Foe, 
Who  firft  purfued  us,  doth  feek  to  fow 
His  tares  among  thy  wheat ;  and  to  his  pow'r, 
Break  downe  thy  fence,  and  trample,  and  devoure 
The  feeds  of  grace,  as  foone  as  they  doe  fprout ; 
And  is  too  ftrong,  for  us  to  keep  him  out. 

Oh !  let  not  him  prevaile,  fuch  harme  to  do  us, 
As  he  defires,  but,  Lord,  returne  unto  us 
Returne  in  mercy.     Though  thou  find  us  flack 
To  come  our  felves,  fetch,  draw,  and  pull  us  back 
From  our  owne  courfes,  by  thy  grace  divine, 
And  fet,  and  keep  us,  in  each  way  of  thine. 
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We  from  our  foes  have  faved  beene  by  thee ; 

And  in  thy  love,  oh  Lord !  triumphed  we. 

But  now  behold,  difgrac'd  thou  throw'ft  us  by, 

And  we  before  our  adverfaries  flye. 

At  us  our  neighb'ring  Nations  laugh  and  jeere, 

And,  us  they  fcorne,  whom  late  we  made  to  feare. 

Oh  God  arife,  rejecl  us  not  for  aye  ; 

No  longer  hide  from  us  thy  face  away : 

But,  come,  oh  come  with  fpeed  to  give  us  aid, 

And  let  us  not  be  loft  though  we  have  ftraid. 

Vouchfafe  that  ev'ry  one  in  his  degree, 
The  fecret  errors  of  his  life  may  fee ; 
And,  in  his  lawfull  calling,  all  his  dayes, 
Performe  his  Chriftian  duty,  to  thy  praife. 
Give  peace  this  troublous  age ;  for,  perilous 
The  times  are  growne,  and  no  man  fights  for  us 
But  thou  oh  God  !  nor  do  we  feek  or  crave, 
That  any  other  Champion  we  may  have. 
Nay  give  us  troubles,  if  thy  will  be  fo, 
That  we  may  have  thy  ftrength  to  beare  them  too ; 
And  in  affliction  thee  more  glorifie, 
Then  heretofore  in  our  profperity. 
For  when  thy  countenance  on  us  did  fhine, 
Thofe  Lands  that  boafted  of  their  corne  and  wine, 
Had  not  that  joy  which  thou  didft  then  infpire, 
When  we  were  boyld  and  fryde,  in  blood  and  fire. 

Oh !  give  againe  that  joy,  although  it  coft  us 
Our  lives.  Reftore  thou  what  our  fin  hath  loft  us. 
Thy  Church,  in  thefe  Dominions  Lord  preferve 
In  purity  :  and  teach  us  thee  to  ferve 
In  holineffe  and  righteousneffe,  untill 
We  fhall  the  number  of  our  dayes  fulfill. 
Defend  thefe  Kingdomes  from  all  overthrowes, 
By  forraine  enemies,  or  home-bred  foes. 
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Our  King  with  ev'ry  grace  and  vertue  bleffe, 
Which  may  thine  honour  and  his  owne  encreafe. 
Inflame  our  Nobles  with  more  love  and  zeale, 
To  thy  true  Spoufe,  and  to  this  Common-weale. 
Infpire  our  Clergie  in  their  feverall  places, 
With  knowledge,  and  all  fanctifying  graces ; 
That  by  their  lives  and  doctrines  they  may  reare 
Thofe  parts  of  Syon,  which  decayed  are. 
Awake  this  People,  give  them  foules  that  may 
Beleeve  thy  word,  and  thy  commands  obey. 
The  Plagues  deferv'd  already,  fave  them  from. 
More  watchfull  make  them,  in  all  times  to  come. 
For  bleffings  paft,  let  hearty  thanks  be  given. 
For  prefent  ones,  let  facrifice  to  heav'n 
Be  daily  cffred  up.  For  what  is  needing 
(Or  may  be  ufefull  in  the  time  fucceeding) 
Let  faithfull  prayers  to  thy  throne  be  fent, 
With  hearts  and  hands  upright  and  innocent : 
And  let  all  this  the  better  furthred  be, 
Through  thefe  Remembrances,  now  brought  by  me. 

For  which  high  favour,  and  emboldning  thus 
My  fpirit,  in  a  time  fo  dangerous  ; 
For  chufing  me,  that  am  fo  defpicable, 
To  be  employed  in  this  honorable 
And  great  employment  (which  I  more  efteeme, 
Then  to  be  crowned  with  a  Diadem) 
For  thy  enabling  me  in  this  Embaffage  ; 
For  bringing  to  conclufion  this  my  Meffage ; 
For  fparing  of  my  life,  when  thoufands  dy'd, 
Before,  behind  me,  and  on  ev'ry  fide ; 
For  faving  of  me  many  a  time  fmce  then, 
When  I  had  forfeited  my  foule  agen  : 
For  all  thofe  griefes  and  poverties,  by  which 
I  am  in  better  things  made  great,  and  rich, 

Then 
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Then  all  that  wealth  and  honor  brings  man  to, 
Wherewith  the  world  doth  keepe  fo  much  adoe  : 
For  all  which  thou  to  me  on  earth  hail  given  ; 
For  all,  which  doth  concerne  my  hopes  of  heaven  ; 
For  thefe,  and  thofe  innumerable  graces, 
Vouchfafed  me,  at  fundry  times,  and  places, 
(Vnthought  upon)  unfained  praife  I  render: 
And,  for  a  living  facrifice,  I  tender 
To  thee  (oh  God)  my  body,  foule,  and  all, 
Which  mine  I  may,  by  thy  donation,  call. 

Accept  it  bleffed  Maker,  for  his  fake 
Who  did  this  offring  acceptable  make, 
By  giving  up  himfelfe.  Oh  !  looke  thou  not 
Vpon  thofe  blemifhes  which  I  have  got 
By  naturall  corruption  ;  or  by  thofe 
Polluted  acts  which  from  that  ulcer  flowes. 
According  to  my  skill,  I  have  enroll'd 
Thy  Mercies ;  and  thy  lujiice  I  have  told. 
I  have  not  hid  thy  workings  in  my  breft ; 
But  as  I  could,  their  pow'r  I  have  expreil. 
Among  our  great  affemblies,  to  declare 
Thy  will  and  pleafure,  loe,  I  doe  not  feare  .• 
And  though  by  Princes  I  am  checkt  and  blamed ; 
To  fpeake  the  truth,  I  am  no  whit  afhamed. 
Oh  !  fnew  thou,  Lord,  thy  mercy  fo  to  me, 
And  let  thy  Love  and  Truth,  my  guardians  be. 

Forgive  me  all  the  follies  of  my  youth  ; 
My  faulty  deeds  ;  the  errors  of  my  mouth  ; 
The  wandrings  of  my  heart,  and  ev'ry  one 
Of  thofe  good  workes  that  I  have  left  undone. 
Forgive  me  all  wherein  I  did  amiffe, 
Since  thou  employd'ft  me  in  performing  this  : 
My  doubtings  of  thy  calling  me  unto  it ; 
My  feares,  which  oft  difheartned  me  to  doe  it ; 
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My  floth)  my  negligences,  my  evqfions, 
And  my  deferring  it,  on  vaine  occafions, 
When  I  had  vowed  that  no  worke  of  mine, 
Should  take  me  up,  till  I  had  finifht  thine. 

Lord,  pardon  this ;  and  let  no  future  fin, 
Nor  what  already  hath  committed  bin, 
Prophane  this  Worke ;  or  caufe  the  fame  to  be 
The  leffe  effectual  to  this  land,  or  me. 
But  to  my  felfe  (oh  Lord)  and  others,  let  it 
So  moving  be,  that  we  may  ne're  forget  it. 
Let  not  the  evill,  nor  the  good  effect 
It  takes,  or  puffe  me  up,  or  me  deject. : 
Or  make  me  thinke  that  I  the  better  am, 
Becaufe  I  tell  how  others  are  to  blame  : 
But,  let  it  keep  me  in  a  Chriflian  feare, 
Still  humbly  heedfull  what  my  actions  are. 
Let  all  thofe  obfervations  I  have  had, 
Of  others  errors,  be  occafions  made 
To  mind  me  of  mine  owne.   And,  left  I  erre, 
Let  ev'ry  man  be  my  Remembrancer ; 
With  fo  much  charity,  as  I  have  fought 
To  bring  their  duties  more  into  their  thought. 
And,  if  in  any  fin  I  linger  long, 
Without  repentance  ;  Lord,  let  ev'ry  tongue 
That  names  me,  check  me  for  it :  and,  to  me 
Become,  what  I  to  others  faine  would  be. 

Oh  !  let  me  not  be  like  thofe  bufie  broomes, 
Which  having  clenfed  many  nafly  roomes, 
Doe  make  themfelves  the  fouller :  but  fweet  Father 
Let  me  be  like  the  precious  Diamond  rather, 
Which  doth  by  polilhing  another  ft  one, 
The  better  fhape  and  luftre,  fet  upon 
His  owne  rough  body.  Let  my  life  be  fuch, 
As  that  mans  ought  to  be,  who  knoweth  much 
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Of  thy  good  pleafure.     And,  mofl  awfull  God, 

Let  none  of  thofe,  who  fpread  of  me  abroad 

Vnjuft  reports,  the  Devills  purpofe  gaine, 

By  making  thefe  my  warnings  prove  in  vaine 

To  thofe  that  heare  them  :  but  let  fuch  difgraces, 

Reflect  with  fhame  upon  their  Authors  faces, 

Till  they  repent.     And  let  their  fcandall  ferve 

Within  my  heart  true  meckncffe  to  preferve ; 

And  that  humility ',  which  elfe,  perchance, 

Vaine  glory,  or  fome  naturall  arrogance 

Might  overthrow,  if  I  fhould  think  upon 

(With  carnal  thoghts)  fome  good  my  lines  have  done 

Reftraine,  moreover,  them  who  out  of  pride, 
Or  ignorance,  this  Labour  fhall  deride 
Make  them  perceive,  who  fhall  prefer  a  flory 
Compofed  for  fome  temporall  friends  glory, 
Before  thofe  Poems  which  thy  works  declare, 
That  vaine  and  witleffe  their  opinions  are  : 
And  if  by  thee  T  was  appointed,  Lord, 
Thy  Iitdgements  and  thy  Mercies  to  record, 
(As  here  I  do)  for  thou  thy  mark  on  thofe ; 
Who  fhall  defpightfully  the  fame  oppofe  : 
And  let  it  publikely  be  feene  of  all, 
Till  of  their  malice  they  repent  them  fhall. 

As  I  my  confeience  have  difcharged  here, 
Without  concealing  ought  for  love,  or  feare  ; 
From  furious  men  let  me  preferved  be, 
And  from  the  fcorne  of  fooles,  deliver  me. 
Vouchfafe  at  length  fome  comforting  refection, 
According  to  the  yeares  of  my  affliction. 
On  me,  for  good,  fome  token  pleafe  to  fhow, 
That  they  who  fee  it,  may  thy  bounty  know ; 
Rejoyce,  with  fellow-feeling  of  the  fame, 
And  joyne  with  me,  in  praifing  of  thy  Name. 

And 
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And  left  (oh  Lord !)  fome  weake  ones  may  defpife 
My  words,  becaufe  of  fuch  neceflities, 
As  they  have  brought  upon  me,  by  their  fpight, 
Who  to  my  Studies  have  beene  oppofite  : 
Oh  !  give  me  that  which  may  diffident  be, 
To  make  them  know  that  I  have  ferved  thee. 
And  that  my  labours  are  by  thee  regarded, 
Although  they  feeme  not  outwardly  rewarded. 

Thofe  Honors,  or  that  Wealth,  I  doe  not  crave, 
Which  they  affect,  who  moft  endevored  have 
To  pleafe  the  World.     I  onely  aske  to  gaine 
But  food  and  rayment,  Lord,  for  all  my  paine  ; 
And  that  the  (launders,  and  the  poverties, 
Wherewith  my  patience  thou  (halt  exercife, 
Make  not  thefe  Lines,  or  me,  become  a  fcorne, 
Nor  leave  me  to  the  world-ward,  quite  forlorne. 

Yet,  in  preferring  of  this  humble  Suit, 
I  make  not  my  requeft  fo  abfolute, 
As  that  I  will  capitulate,  or  tye 
To  fuch  conditions,  thy  dread  Majcfty. 
For,  if  to  honour  but  an  earthly  Prince 
My  Mufe  had  fung ;  it  had  beene  impudence 
To  prompt  his  bounty;  or,  to  doubt  he  might 
Forget  to  doe  my  honed  Labours  right. 

Doe  therefore  as  thou  pleafeft :  only  give 
Thy  Servant  grace  contentedly  to  live, 
And  to  be  thankfull,  whatfoever  (hall 
In  this  my  weary  Pilgrimage  befall 

Such  things  thou  doit  command  me  to  require, 
With  earned,  and  an  abfolute  delire  : 
With  which  I  come  :  befeeching  I  may  fmde 
Thy  love  continue,  though  none  elfe  be  kinde ; 
That  bleffedneffe  eternall  I  may  get, 
Though  all  I  lofe  on  earth,  to  compaffe  it ; 

And 
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And  that,  at  lad,  when  my  accompt  is  eaven, 
My  payment  may  be  fummon'd  up  in  heaven. 

Lord,  this  will  pleafe  me  :  call  me  quickly  thither, 
And  pay  me  there  my  wages  all  together  : 
Not  that  which  mine  by  merit  feemes  to  be  ; 
But,  what  by  thy  meere  grace  is  due  to  me. 

The  Conclufion. 
PO  now  (though  not  fo  fully  as  I  ought  J 
^  My  Vow  is  paid ;  and  to  an  end  is  brought 
This  worke,for  which  God  pleas' d  my  life  to  fpare, 
When  thoufands  round  about  me  flaughtred  were. 
Now,  live  or  dye  J  care  not :  for  I  fee 
But  little  ufefulneffe,  or  need  of  me. 

Becaufe  none  knowes  what  God  may  call  him  to ; 
I  will  not  fay  precifely  what  Fie  doe: 
But,  in  this  hind  of  muy.'mg,  to  endeavor, 
Or  be  employ 'd  againe,  Ipurpofe  never. 
For,  if  this  profit  not,  it  will  be  vaine 
For  me  to  flrike  upon  this  firing  againe. 

If  thcfe  doc  not prevaile,  Jfliall  fuppofe, 
Words  are  not  wanting  here  fo  much  as  blowes  : 
And  that  the  filthy  will  be  filthy  filill, 
Till  they  the  meafure  of  their  fin  fulfill : 
Or,  that  God  will  to  free  us  from  pollution, 
Put  fo?ne  unufuall  Plague  in  execution. 

Which  to  prevent,  to  him  Fie  humbly  pray, 
And,  whilfil  J  live,  endeaver  what  I  may 
My  Countries  welfare ;  peeking  meanes  to  finde, 
To  fpend  for  her  availe,  my  dayes  behinde; 
And  lab1  ring  fo,  my  Talent  to  employ, 
That  7  may  come  into  my  M  afters  joy. 
And,  though  (when  all  is  done  which  I  am  able) 
My  fervice  will  be  but  unprofitable  : 

Yet, 
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Yet,flill  J  7vi/l  be  doing,  that,  when  he 
Shall  come,  I  be  not  idle  found  to  be. 

If  any  blame  what  is  orjliall  be  done ; 
My  Confcience  knoweth  I  would  injure  none ; 
And  that  I  doe  not  meddle  further,  than 
Beeommeth  me  that  am  a  private  man. 
Though  otherwife  it  feeme  to  thofe  who  weigh  not 
When  private  men  may  fpeake,  and  when  they  may  not. 

The  building  of  a  Towne  we  doe  prefer  re 
Vnto  the  Mafon  and  the  Carpenter ; 
But,  when  it  is  on  fire,  we  care  not  who 
Doth  come  to  quench  it,  fo  the  fame  he  doe. 
And,  though  in  fctled  times,  the  Statutes  aive 
The  ruder  fort,  fometime  there's  Martiall-Law. 

Tis  true  indeed,  that  ordinary  times, 
And  thofe  that  are  but  ordinary  crimes, 
May  by  the  Common  Iuflice  be  amended, 
Andjliould  not  be  by  others  reprehended  \ 
Except  it  be  in  termes,  refpecling  all 
States,  perfons,  times,  and  fin  in  generall. 
Yet  (as  King  David  faxes)  If  overthrowne 
Foundations  be  ;  what  then  amiffe  is  done, 
By  honefl  men,  if  God  to  flicw  our  fall, 
Shall fome,  in  extraordinary,  call? 

We  now  have  thofe  that  ?ieither  fland  in  awe 
Of  ordinary  Magiftrate,  or  Law. 
Nay,  Law  is  made  a  mockage,  and  a  f come, 
And,  they  who  have  appointed  beene,  and  ftvorne 
To  judge  us  by  the  Lawes,  deny  their  pow*r, 
Except,  tvhen  they  may  ferve  them  to  devoure. 
We  now  havefnners,  who  are  got  above 
The  reach  of  men  appointed  to  reprove 
In  ordinary  courfe.     Yea,  fins  have  we, 
Which  brook  not,  touchl,  or  ynentioned  to  be  : 
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No  not  fo  much  as  prafd  againfl,  through  feare 
Of  angring  thofe  that  their  wel  zuillers  are. 
And,  this  great  itnpudency  daily  growes 
So  filrong,  that  all  our  freedomes  wefJialllofe, 
And  Natures  Lawes  e're  long  will  all  be  broken, 
If  none  flwuld  fpeake ;  and  therefore  I  have  fpoken. 

And,  if  for  this  I  may  not  live  as  free 
As  I  was  borne  (and  as  I  ought  to  be) 
I  hope  to  dye,  doe  7tialice  what  it  can, 
An  honefl  and  a  conftant  Englifhman, 
Whofe  fall  fliall  be  no  blemifli  to  his  Name  ; 
But,  infamy  to  thofe,  who  caufd  the  fame. 

But,  fuffer  this  (will  Politicians  dreame) 
A  fid,  fuch  a  prefident  will  hearten  them 
To  libellize,  who  wanting  grace,  and  reafon, 
Divulge  their  fjiarp  fa  tig"  d  Poems  out  of feafon  : 
And  they  who  Write  for  nothing  but  tofliow 
Their  f plans,  or  that  the  world  may  come  to  know 
Their  Faculty,  mens  perfons  may  abufe, 
And  brave  it  thus,  their  boldneffe  to  excufe. 

But,  what  is  this  to  me  ?  (Jf  others  will 
Becaufe  I  have  done  well,  be  doing  ill) 
Let  them  and  thofe,  whom  thereby  they  offend 
About  that  matter,  by  themfelves  contend. 
Tis  fit  for  fober  men  their  fwords  to  7veare, 
Although  by  drunkards  they  abufed  are. 
I Vhich  freedom e  I,  have  claimed,  and  uid  you  fee; 
And  from  the  claime  will  never  beaten  be. 

In  ev'ry  Worke  fome  pafjage  will  dif cover 
To  knowing  men,  what  ivas  the  chiefefl  moover  .• 
Which  they  who  have  the  Spirit  of  difcerning, 
Should  marke ;  for,  tis  a  matter  worth  the  learning. 
And,  when  they  find  an  Author  fhould  beflient, 
Let  him  receive  his  worthy  chajlifement. 

But, 
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But,  when  his  paines  deferveth  a  reward. 
Afflict  him  not,  though  him  you  nought  regard. 

A  Libeller  is  impudently  bold, 
When  he  hath  Times,  or  Patrons  to  uphold 
His  biting  Straines  ;  and  foone  is  he  defer y\l ; 
For  he,  to  fir  ike  all  faults,  is  terrifid  : 
And  feares  what  per  ills  may  his  acl  attend, 
If  none  lie  knowes  fave  God  to  be  his  Friend. 
But,  they  who  have  my  minde,  will  be  fo  far 
From  fear e  to  write,  although  you  doe  not  f pare 
To  punifli  me,  that  they  will  write  the  more  ; 
Make  up  the fumme  that  wantelh  on  my  f core; 
And  reprehenfions  forth  fo  loud  will  thunder, 
That  at  your  follies  times  to  come  will  wonder. 
For,  outward  hopes,  have  not  my  tongue  unloof 'd, 
Nor  can  my  mouth  by  outward  feares  be  clos'd 

What  J  have  done  is  done :  and  J  am  eaf'd, 
And  glad,  how  ever  others  will  be  pleaf'd. 
Let  them  who  fliall perufe  it,  praife,  or  laugh, 
Revile,  or  fcoffe,  or  threat,  or  f wear e,  or  chafe, 
All's  one  to  me;  So  I  within  be  ftill, 
Without  me,  let  men  keepe  what  noife  they  will. 
For,  fure  I  am,  though  they  my  flcfli  confound, 
Thefoule,  I  fcekc  to  fave,  fliall  fill  be  found. 
And  this  I  know ;  that  nor  the  brutifli  rages 
Of  this  now  prefent,  or  fucceeding  Ages, 
Shall  root  this  Poeme  out ;  but,  that  to  all 
Enfuing  times,  the  fame  continue  fliall > 
To  be  perufed  tn  this  Land,  as  long 
As  here  they  f hall  retaine  the  Englifh  tongue  : 
Or,  while  there  fliall  be  Errors,  and  offences, 
Diforders,  Difcords,  Plagues,  or  Peftilences. 

And,  if  our  evills  we  depart  not  from, 
Before  the  day  of  our  deflruclion  come, 

This 
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This  Book  fiJiall  to  the  times  that  follow  flww, 
What  fins  they  were  which  canj d  our  overthrow  : 
And  tejlifie  to  others  (for  their  learning) 
That  Vengeance  did  not  feize  us  without  warning. 

If  they  who  know  the  flat e  of  this  our  Land, 
Can  juflly  fay  that  her  Affaires  doe filand 
In  fuch  a  poflure  as  was  ordinary  ; 
Or,  that  thefe  Times  the  face  doe  feeme  to  cary 
Which  they  have  had :  or,  if  they  fee  not  here, 
More  wants,  more  doubts,  and  terrors,  then  there  ivere : 
Or,  if  this  Menage  ( ivhatfoere  fucceedeth  ) 
Be  more  (or  more  infifled  on)  then  needeth  : 
Or,  if  it  give  th  any  jufil  fufpition 
That  thence  may  fp ring  occafions  </ fedition  ; 
Nay  if  that  all  my  Readers  may  not  gather 
Good  motives  thence,  to  flop  fedition,  rather; 
And  fuch  like  meanes  of  rectifying  that 
Which  is,  or  may  be  harmful}  to  the  State  : 
Let  me  be  fir  icily  queflioncd,  and  blamed, 
And  ccnfur'd  too  ;  as  one  that  hath  defamed 
Or  injured  his  Country.      Or,  if  they 
Who  fliah ' per ufe  this  Booke,  can  truly  fay, 
That  I  have  caufed  this  Remembrancer 
To  fpeake  like  evWy  vulgar  Meffenger ; 
If  any  circumfllance  can  prove,  I  bend 
My  purpofes,  to  tuorke  my  private  end; 
Or,  that  I perfons  fcandalize,  or  flatter  ; 
Or  that  I  in  the  manner,  or  the  matter, 
Refemblefuch  a  Pamphleter,  as  feares 
The  lofing  of  his  liberties,  or  eares  : 
Or,  that  I  fpeake  like  them  who  railing  come, 
They  neither  care  at  7ohat,  nor  yet  at  whom, 
So  they  may  raile ;  Or,  if  I  have  notfliowed 
My  Meffages  from  fuch  a  Spirit  flozaed, 

As 
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As  is  well  knowne  unto  him,  and  whereby 
He  can  defend  them,  with  good  warranty  : 
If thefe,  or  ought  like  thefe  things  may  be  /aid, 
(To  prove  the  pari  of  an  Impoiior  pfa  id) 
Let  him  who  thinks  he  can  unmask  me,  flrive 
'i  o  do  it,  and  as  lie  fliall  doe,  beleeve. 

But  if  they  find  (which  doubt lejfe  they  fliall  find ) 
Who  view  this  Poeme  with  a  fingle  minde) 
That  I  have  here  delivered  things  exceeding 
My  meancs  of  knowledge,  or  my  helps  of  breeding, 
So  far,  as  that  my  Readers  cannot  chufe 
But  know  fomc  pow'r  divine  did  them  infufe: 
If  they  JJiall  find,  by  my  confej)io7is  here, 
That  I  am  fubjeel  to  the  felfe  fame  feare 
Which  others  feele  ;  and  yet  have  dared  more 
Jn  fome  refpecls,  then  others  heretofore : 
Jf  they  perceive,  that  J  did  oft  dejire 
Through  frailty,  from  this  aclion  to  retire  ; 
And,  that  I  had  a  fupernaturall  Will, 
My  naturall  Defires  refifling  flill, 
And  forcing  me,  ev'n  in  my  owne  defpight, 
That  matter  of  this  Volume  to  endite  : 
If  they  perceive,  as  well  perceive  they  may, 
That  I  had  many  lets  within  my  way, 
So  cumberfome,  as  made  the  Work  appeare 
Scarce pofjible,  to  him  that  willing  were; 
And,  how  God  made  fitch  hindrances  become 
More  helpfull  at  the  lafl,  then  troublcfome. 

If  they  obferve,  hozv  when  my  fortunes  all 
At  hazard  lay  (and  were  to  fiand  or  fall 
According  to  their  wils,  who  may,  with  me, 
For  this,  if  God  forbid  not,  angry  be) 
That  I,  though  many  did  the  fame  condemue, 
Did  {this  to  finifh)  quite  give  over  them, 

Which 
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Which  then  J  might  have  fetled ' ;  had  I  thought 
Gods  kingdome  ought  not  fir  ft  to  have  been  fought. 

If  they  did  know  how  well  I  know  the  rage, 
The  fottiflineffe,  and  malice  of  this  age; 
Hoiu  little  confeience  fome  doe  make  to  kill, 
Oppreffe,  or  ruinate,  to  get  their  will; 
Or  what  f mall  meanes,  or  hope  of  friends  J  have, 
My  body  from  their  violence  to  five : 

Jf  thefe,  and  fuch  like  things  as  thefe  were  heeded, 
All  thefe  preventions  JJwuld  not  now  have  ?ieeded  : 
For,  they  would  fee,  this  had  not  beene  effecled, 
Vnlcffe  Gods  hand  had ftrengthned  and  di reeled  : 
And  they  who  elfe  my  per/on  may  contemne, 
Would  feare,  that  they  in  me  would  injure  him. 

J  know ,  fome  pleafe  to  fay,  that  thus  I  vent 
Bold  words;  becaufe  I feeke  imprifonment : 
As  if  to  me  thereby  there  might  arife 
A  profit,  by  conceal 'd  Gratuities. 
Thus  many  Schifmaticks  indeed  have  done, 
And  honeft  men  and  women  prefd  upon, 
To  charities  abufe :  But,  God  doth  know 
That  yet  with  me  it  never  hath  beene  fo : 
But  that  my  heart  both  f comes  and  hates  to  be 
Sofalfe  and  bafe,  as  thefe  doe  cenfure  me. 

I  doe,  and  will  confejfe  unto  the  praife 
Of  him,  who  unto  me  my  friends  did  raife, 
That  when  J  did,  in  thrall  oppreffed  grow, 
With  wants,  which  none  but  God  and  I  did  know ; 
And  was  mevfd  up  fo  clofe,  that  to  no  friend, 
I  might  a  Prayer,  or  Petition  fend, 
But  unto  God :  he  moz^d  the  hearts  of  fome 
To  fend  me  fuccour :  And,  I  vow,  to  whom, 
Except  to  him,  J Jlwuld  my  thanks  repay, 
(For  ?nuch  thereof)  I  know  not  to  this  day. 

It 
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//  was  enough  toJJiow  me,  that  God  will 

In  all  extreames,  provide  things  needfull  Jlill. 

And  decently  and  well  did  it  fufficc 

In  my  rcflraint,  for  all  neceffities. 

But,  whatfoe're  fome  thinke,  I  brought  not  forth 

Jnto  the  world  with  we,  one  farthing  worth 

Above  my  charge :  but,  there  juji  eaven  made 

Of  all  which  from  Gods  bountious  hand  I  had. 

For,  what  was  more  then  fervd  to  fet  me  free, 

I  gave  to  others,  as  he  gave  to  me. 

Which,  not  in  boafl,  J  mention  ;  but,  I  fpeake 

The  truth,  that  this  the  more  effecl  may  take. 

A  foolijh  policie  in  me  it  were 
(  For  fuch  a  bafe  uncertainly  as  here 
Objecled  is)  to  venture  as  I  doe 
The  loffe  of  that  which  I  had  reacht  unto 
E're  flow  :  had  this  beeiie  left,  to  fettle  that 
Which  doth  concerne  my  temporall  eflate. 

The  King  hath  JJwwne  me  favour :  at  this  houre, 
I  doe  not  know  that  man,  of  Name,  or  pow'r 
Whofe  pcrfon  J  envy  or  difaffecl, 
Or  who?n  of  any  malice  I  fufpecl 
To  me  or  mine  :  with  me  they  all  are  friends, 
That  were  at  odds ;  and  to  altaine  my  ends 
In  my  Affaires,  /  never  had  a  day 
So  probable  as  notv,  if  I  would  flay 
This  Meffage  :  and  perchance,  this  bring  meJJiall 
In  all  my  outward  hopes  unto  a  fall ; 
Yet,  this  fliall  firft  be  told,  that  you  may  fee, 
My  Hopes  are  greater,  then  my  Feares  can  be  ; 
And  that  it  may  be  knozvne,  I  doe  difclaime 
Thofe  ends,  at  which  mofl  thinke  I  bafely  aime. 

Thefe  Arguments,  as  fuch  like  words  as  may 
Anticipate,  I  here  beforehand,  fay ; 

Not 
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Not  that  I  thinke  it  pofllble,  by  them 
To  change  their  mindes  that  will  this  Book  contemne, 
For,  lis  not  in  the  pow'r  0/ Argument, 
Or  words,  to  make  the  wilfull provident 
It  lieth  not  in  Jionejl proteflations 
To  overthrow  malicious  combinations  ; 
No  nor  in  Miracles,  ////  God Jliall pleafe 
(  Who  of  all  hearts  doth  keepe  the  locks  and  keyes, 
ToJJutt  and  open  them.)     For  they  that  heard 
And  liv'd  to  fee  fulfill V/ ',  what  was  declared 
By  Ieremy  againfl  Ierufalem  ; 
His  couufell  they  did  natheleffe  contemne, 
When  he  their  flight  to  /Egypt  did  oppofe ; 
And  fo  became  of  their  owue  overthrowes 
The  wilfull  caufe.     Nay,  when  our  Saviour  fpake 
To  Iudas,  and  that  Band  which  came  to  take 
His  pcrfon  ;  to  the  ground  thofe  men  heflrooke 
Ev'n  with  his  voice :  and,  on  the  Croffe,  hefliooke 
The  Earth,  and  rent  the  Temple  'with  his  cry ; 
Yet,  that  and  all  the  reft  was  paffed  by 
Of  mofl  beholders,  as  if  they  had  beene 
Vnfenfible  of  what  zaas  heard  and  feene. 

I  therefore,  thefe  Preventions  doe  infert, 
To  aggravate  the  hardneffe  of  their  heart 
Who  Jliall  be  obflinate.     And  here  declare 
What  may  befaid  or  done,  ere  done  they  a?-e\ 
That  all  may  knozv,  when  fuch  things  come  to  paffe 
Nought  fa  Is  on  me,  but  what  expecled  was  ; 
And  that  the  better  working  this  may  have 
On  thofe  who  fliall  Gods  Meffages  receive 
By  this  Remembrancer.     For,  God  hath  fent, 
Though  I  (unworthy)  am  his  inflrument. 

Him,  unadvifedly  compos1  d  I  not, 
Nor  was  he  by  a  miracle  begot. 

%  To 
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lo  ft!  him  for  this  purpofe;  I  have  thrice 

Imprifonment  endur'd:  Clofe-prifon  twice. 

Much  trouble  I  have  pa JJ  which  thence  cnfu\i; 

Through  wants  and  Jlaunders  not  a  few  I fcru'd ; 

A ?id,  being  guarded  by  Gods  Providence, 

J  lately  walked  through  the  Peftilence, 

And  jaw,  and  felt,  what  Nature  doth  abhor, 

To  harden  me,  and  to  prepare  me  for 

This  Worke.     And  therefore  he,  who  thinkes  he  fJiall 

With  his  big  lookes  or  fpeeches  me  appall, 

Muft  look  more  grim  then  Death  ;  more  ugly,  far, 

Then  Vizards,  or  thefliapes  of  Devils  are  ; 

Breathe  ranker  poifon  then  a  plague  f  IP d grave  ; 

Andftamp,  and  rore,  and  tear e,  and  fare,  and  rave, 

More  dreadfully,  and  louder  then  a  man 

Infected  with  fix  Peftilences  can  : 

Elfc,  I  (to  play  with  terrors  being  borne) 

Shall  laugh  both  him  and  all  he  doth,  to  fcorne. 

And,  though  I  may,  perchance  (as  did  the  befl 
Of  all  Gods  children  when  they  were  oppreft) 
Sometime  bewaile  my  fujfrings,  or  declare 
That  J  doe  feele  them  when  their  zuaight  I  beare  ; 
Yet  murmur  will  I  not,  at  what  is  laid 
Vpon  me,  neither  feeke  iojlejhfor  aid. 

By  what's  here  done,  may  trouble  come  upo?i  me ; 
But,  not  performing  it,  had  quite  undone  me: 
Since,  J  through  fare  of  what  the  world  may  doe, 
Neglecled  had,  what  God  had  call'd  me  to. 
For,  of  his  calling  me,  the  meanes  and  waves 
Whereby  my  weakneffe  he  to  this  did  raife, 
Vnquefionable  evidence  doe  give. 
And,  they  who  doe  not,  yet,  the  fame  beleeve, 
Will  think  the  fame,  perhaps,  -when  they  Jhall  fee 
Themflves  enclofed  with  new  Plagues  to  be. 

Thus 


578 


The  Conclufion.  287 

Thus  I  beleeving,  and  confuhring, 
What  fearlefneffe  this  act  therewith  doth  bring, 
(  With  what  affurances,  I  doe  pojfeffe) 
Me  thinks  it  were  a  matchlejfe  wickedneffe 
To  difobey.     Yea  jure,  I  more  in  that 
Wrong 'd  God,  then  J Jliall  fecme  to  wrong  the  State, 
In  uttring  what  fo me  few  are  loth  to  heare. 
However  divers  thin  he;  this  is  my  fare. 
Yea,  to  my  foule,  fo  horrib/e  a  thing 
The  wilfull  difobey ing  that  great  King 
Appeared  hath  ;  that,  never  fJioidd  J fleepe 
In  peace  againe,  if  I  did  filence  keepe. 
And  therefore,  neither  all  the  roya 11  graces 
Of  Kings;  nor  gifts,  nor  honourable  places, 
Should  flop  my  mouth.     Nor  would  I f mother  this, 
Though  twenty  Kings  had  fworne  that  I fJwuld  ki/je 
The  Gallowes  for  it :  left  my  Confcience  jhou Id 
Torment  me  more,  then  all  men  living  could. 

Yea,  though  this  minde  were  but  my  ignorance, 
Or  fancy  (as  it  will  be  thought,  perchance) 
Yet,  fince  this  Fancy  may  prefent  to  me 
As  hideous  fear  cs,  as  things  that  real  I  be, 
Tie  hazard  rather  twenty  deaths  to  dye, 
Then  to  be  torturd  by  my  Fantafie. 
For,  I  had  rather  in  a  dungeon  dwell 
Five  yeares ;  then  in  my  foule  tofeele  a  hell 
Five  minutes :  and,fo  God  will  be  my  friend, 
J Jhiall  not  care  how  many  J  offend. 

And,  yet,  (now  I  remember)  troubled  is 
My  heart  a  little,  for  one  thing  amiffe 
Which  I  have  done.     This  Meffenger  hath  bin 
long  time  kept  out ;  and  I  did  thrufl  him  hi 
Without  a  Licence  ;  left  he  camming  late, 
Might  Jhew  you  a  Cominifiion  out  of  date. 

I 
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I  could  exatfe  t 'he  faff,  and  lay  the  crime 
Vpon  the  much  d if  order  of  the  time : 
For,  mofl  men  know,  that  in  a  Watch  or  Cloche 
When  it  is  out  of  order  once  or  broke, 
The  wheeles  that  are  unfaultie  move  awry 
As  well  as  they  in  whom  the  faults  doe  lye. 
But,  that  you  may  not  thiuke  I  doe  profeffe 
Againfl  the  State,  as  wholly  mercileffe, 
Or  that  I  thiuke  it  nothing  to  mifdoe 
Againfl  good  Order,  though  compelld  thereto  ; 
For  this  I  aske  forgiveneffe ;  and  fubmit, 
My  felfe  to  them,  whofhall  i?i  judgement  fit 
Vpon  the  faff .    For  which  if  I  obtaine 
My  Pardon,  IJJiall  humbly  entertaine 
Their  favours  with  my  thankefullejl  ?-efpcffs, 
And,  hope  this  Meffage  will  have  good  effeffs. 

Jf  otherwife  I finde;  my  Body  fliall 
Be  ready  to  fubjeff  itfelfe  to  all 
Their  flriffefl  Penalties  :  and  when  I  am 
Enough  afftiffed  for  what  is  to  blame 
Jn  this,  or  me :  I  know,  God  will  releafe 
By  Body,  or  my  Soule,  againe  in  peace. 

To  him  alone,  for  Patronage,  I  run : 
Lord,  let  thy  pleafnre,  and  thy  will  be  done. 

The  glory  be  to  God. 


THe  faults  efcaped  in  the  printing,  wee  had  not 
fuch  meanes  to  prevent,  as  we  defired  ;  nor  could 
we  conveniently  collect  them,  by  reafon  of  our  haft, 
or  hazard,  and  other  interruptions :  wee  therefore 
leave  them  to  be  amended,  cenfured,  and  winked  at, 
according  to  the  Readers  courtefie  or  difcretion. 
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